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"The Swiss Family Eobinson" is so general a favourite that 
it is hoped a fresh version may prove acceptable. 

It has been translated by members of my family from th& 
German, with the omission of the long sententious lectures found 
in the original, and some slight alterations calculated to enliven 
the narrative. 

vr. H. G. K 
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CHAPTER, I. 




, ._ . now uttered frantic cries to Goil for mere 

Btrangeand oft*n ludicrous vcwa, to be performed ihould dcliveL o-- , 

Every man on board alternately commended his bom\. to 'tea GwaSsi, «»»■ 
ttrove to bethink himfielf of somemoansot BavingbiaMe. ., l j n.«i>. 

My heart saak as I looted round upon 1115 looni'S m "^^ ^^'^^^'-■S^S' 
ieam. Our four joang eona were oTerpgwewi tj Wtioi, u«»'t ton'*"- 
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said I, " if the Lord will, He can sare us even from this fearful peril ; if not, 
let us calmly yield our lives into ITis hand, and think of the joy and blessedness 
of finding ourselves for ever and ever united in that happy home above." 

At these words my weeping wife looked bravely ui>, and, as the boys clustered 
round her, she begao to cheer and encourage them %vith calm and loving words. 
I rejoiced to see her fortitude, though my heart was ready to break as I gazed 
on my dear ones. 

We knelt down together, one after another praying with deep earnestness 
and emotion. Fritz, in particular, besought help and deliverance for his dear 
parents and brothers, as though quite forgetting nimself. 

Our hearts were soothed by the never-failing comfort of child-like confiding: 
prayer, and the horrors of our situation seemed less overwhelming. " Ah," 
thought I, ** the Lord will hear our prayer ! He will help us." 

Amid the roar of the thundering waves I suddenly heard the cry of *' Land !' 
land!" while at the same instant the ship struck with a frightful shock, 
which threw everyone to the deck, and seemed to threaten her immediate 
destruction. 

Dreadful sounds betokened the breaking up of the ship, and the roaring 
waters poured in on all sides. 

Then the voice of the captahi was heard above the tumult, shouting, '' Lower 
away the boats ! We are lost ! " 

"Lost!" I exclaimed, and the word went like a dagger to my heart; but 
seeing my children's terror renewed, I composed myself, calling out cheerfully, 
"Take courage, my boys! we are all above water yet. There is the land not 
far off, let us do our best to reach it. You know God helps those that help 
themselves ! " With that, I left them and went on deck. What was my liorror 
when through the foam and spray I beheld the only remaining bout leave the 
shin, the last of the seamen spring into her and pusn off, regarclless of my cries 
ana entreaties that we might be allowed to share their slender chance of pre- 
serving their lives. My voice was drtfwned in the howling of the blast, and 
even had the crew wished it, the returfi of the boat was impossible. 

Casting mv eyes despairingly around, I became gradually aware that our 
position was by no means hopeless, inasmuch as the stem of the ship containing 
our cabin was jammed between Iwo Mgh; rocks, and was partly raised from 
among the breakers which dashed the ffe^art to pieces. As the clouds of mist 
and rain drove past I could make out^ through rents in the vaporous curt-iin, a 
line of rocky coast, and, ragged as it ums, my heart bounded towards it as a 
sign of help in the hour of need. Yot the sense of our lonely and forsaken con- 
dition weighed heavily upon me as I returned to my family, constraining myself 
to say with a smile, " Courage, ddaJones ! Although our good ship will never 
sail more, she is so placed that 0ir .cabii:i will remain above water, and to- 
morrow, if the wind und waves abdt£^» J Boe no reason why we should not be 
able to get ashore." " , ' " ' ■" 

These few wordi had an isunedUte effect on the spirits of my children, who 
at once regarded. our problematii^rf^phance^of escaping as a happy certainty, and 
began to enjoy the relief from ^c'l^oiciit pitching and rolling of the vessel. 

My wife, however, perceived my distress and anxiety, in spite of my forced 
composure,, and I made her eomprehox^our real situat^ion, greatly fearing the 
effect of the intelligence on hei5ncrvoA....Not for a moment did her courage and 
trust in Providenqe forsake .her,*:and pft^secing th^is, my fortitude revived. 

"We must find some food', ahd rakft% good supper, said she, *' it will never 
do to grow faint by fasting too long. We shall require our utmost strength to- 
morrow." 

Night drew on apace, the storm was as fierce as ever, and at intervals we were 
startled by crashes announcing further damage to our unfortunate ship. 

" God will help us soon now, won't He, father F" said my youngest child. 

'' Tou silly little thing,^' said Fritz, my eldest son, sharply, "don't you know 
t£a^ we must not settle what God is to do for us V Wg must havo patience and 
wait His time. " 
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"Very well said, had it been said kindly, Fritz, my boy. You too often 
speak harshly to your brothers, although you may not mean to do so." 

A good meal being now rea!dy, my youngsters ate heartily, and retiring to 
rest were speedily fast asleep. Fritz, who waa of an age to be aware of the 
real danger we were in, kept watch with us. After a long silence, " Father," 
laid he, *^ don't ^ou think we might contrive swimming belts for mother 
and the bo}s ? with those we might all escape to land, for you and I can 
swim.'* 

"Your idea is so ^ood," answered I; "that I shall arrange something at 
once, in case of an accident during the night." 

We immediately searched about for what would answer the purpose, and 
fortunately got hold of a number of empty flasks and tin canisters, whicn we 
connected two and two together so as to form floats sufficiently buoyant to 
support a person in the water, and my wife and young sons each willingly put 
one on. I then provided myself with matches, knives, cord, and other portaole 
articles, tnisting that, should the vessel go to pieces before daylight, we might 
gain the shore, not wholly destitute. 

Fritz, as well as his brothers, now slept soundly. Throughout the night my 
wife and I maintained our prayerful watch, dreading at every fresh sound some 
fatal change in the position of the wreck. 

At length the faint dawn of day appeared, the long weary night was over, 
and with thankful hearts we perceived that the gale had begun to moderate ; 
blue sTcy was seen above us, and the lovely hues of sunrise adorned the eastern 
horizon. 

I aroused the "boys, ftnd we asspmbled on the remaining portion of the deck, 
when they, to their surprise, discovered that no one else was on board. 

^* H^llo, papa ! what has become of everybody ! Are the sailors gone ? Have 
they taken away the boats ? Oh, papa ! why did they leave us behind ? What 
can we do by ourselves ! '* 

**My good children," I replied, we must not despair, although we seem 
deperted. See how those on whose skill and good faith we depended have left 
lis cruelly to our fate in the hour of danger. God will never do so. He has not 
forsaken us. apd we will trust Him still. Only let us bestk ourselves, and each 
cheerily do ms best. Who has anything to propose ? " 

" The sea will soon be calm enough for swimming^'* said Fritz. 

" And that woi^Jd be all very fine for you," exclaimed Ernest, " bvit think of 
mother and the rest of us! Why not build a raft and all get on shore 
■ toge^er?'* 

** We should find it difficult, I think, to make a raft that would carry us safe to 
shore. However, we must contrive something, and first let each try to procure 
what will be of most use to us." 

Ai^ay we all went to see what was to be found, I myself proceeding to 
examine, as of greatest consequence, the supplies of provisions and fresh water 
within our reach. 

My wife took her youngest son, Franz, to help her to feed the upfortunato 
animals on board, who were in a pitiful plight, having been neglected for 
several days. 

Fritz hs^stened to the arm-chest, Ernest to look for tools ; and Jack went 
towards the captain's cabin, the door of which he no sooner opened, than out 
9prang two splendid large do^, who testified their extren^e delight and gratitude 
by such tremendous bounds that they knocked their little deliverer completely 
head over heels, frightening him nearly out of his wits. Jack did not long yield 
either to fear or unger, he presently recovered himself, the do|:s seemed to ask 
pardon by vehemently licking his lace and hands, and so, seizing the larger by 
the e^rs, ne jumped on his back, and, to my great amusememsal^ ^jaRkVcj x^^\i^ 
meet me as I came up the hatchway. 

When we re-asaenibled in the cabin, we a\\ A\sp\^^^c\ ovw \xc"5^s.>vc^^. ,, 

Fritz brought a couple of guns, sliot belt, powOi^v ^«j&Vsv "»>^^ ^^^c^'i 
bullets. 



4 T/ie Swiss Family Robinson, 

Ernest produced a cap fiill of nails, an axe, and a hammer, while pincers, 
chisels, and augers stuck out of all his pockets. 

Little Franz carried a box, and eagerly began to show us the " nice sharp 
little hooks'* it contained. "Well done, Franz ! " cried I, "these fish-hooks, 
which you the youngest have found^ may contribute more than anytliing else in 
the ship to save our lives by procuring Mod for us. Fritz and Ernest, you have 
chosen well.'* 

" Will you praise me too ? " said my dear wife. " I have nothing to show, but 
I can give you good news. Some useful animals are still alive; a cow, a 
donkey, two goats, six sheep, a ram, and a fine sow. I was but just in time to 
save tneir lives by taking food to them. 

" All these things are exceLent indeed,'* said I ; ** but my friend Jack here, 
has presented me with a couple of huge hungry useless dogs, who will eat more 
than any of us." 

** Oh, papa ! they will be of use ! Why, they will help us to himt when we 
get on shore! " 

** No doubt thev will, if ever we do get on shore, Jack ; but I must say 
I don't know how it is to be done." 

" Can't we each get into a big tub, and float there ? " returned he. *' I have 
often sailed splendidly like that, round the pond at home." 

" My child, you have hit on a capital idea," cried I. " Now Ernest, let me 
have your tools, hammei*s, nails, saws, augers, and all ; and tiien make haste to 
collect any tubs you can find ! " 

We very soon found four large casks, made of sound wood, and strongly 
bound with iron hoops ; they were floating with many other things in the water 
in the hold, but we managed to fish them out, and drag them to a suitable place 
for laimching them. They were exactly what I wanted, and 1 succeeded in 
sawing them across the middle. Hard work it was, and we were glad enough to 
stop and refresh ourselves with wine and biscuits. 

My eight tubs now stood ranged in a row near the water's edge, and 1 looked 
at them with great satisfaction ; to my surprise, my wife did not seem to share 
my pleasure ! 

** I shall never,'* said she, " muster coura«?c to get into one of these ! " 

"Do not be too sure of that, dear wile; when you see my contrivance 
completed, you uvill perhaps prefer it to this immoveable wreck." 

I next procured a long thin plank on which my tubs could be fixed, and the 
two ends of this I bent upwards so as to form a keel. Other two planks were 
nailed along the sides of the tubs ; they also being flexible, were brought to a 
point at each end, and all firmly secured and nailed together. I felt satisfied 
that in smooth water this craft would be perfectly trustworthj'. But when avc 
thoug^ht all was ready for the launch, we found to our dismay, that the grand 
contnvanco was so heavy and clumsy^ that even our united efforts could not 
move it an inch. 

** I must have a lever," cried I. " Run and fetch the capstan bar !" 
» Fritz quickly brought one, and, having formed rollers by cutting up a lonj; 
spar, I raised tne fore-part of my boat with the bar, and my sons placed a roller 
under it. 

" How is it, father," inquired Ernest, "that with that thing you alone can do 
more than all of us together.^ '* 
w I explained, as well as I could in a hurry, the principle of the lever ; and 
promised to have a long talk on the subject of Mechanics, should we have a 
future opportunity. 

I now made &8t a long rope to the stem of our boat, attaching the other end 
to a beam ; then placing a second and third roller under it, we once moi*e began 
to push, this time with success, and soon our gallant craft was safely launched : 
so sAviftly indeed did she glide into the water that, but for the rope, she would 
hare Dossed bevond our reach. The boys wished to jump in directly; but, 
^ilaa, she leaned' so much on one side that tliey coviid nol -venlut^ \,q ^^ %cs. 
Same heavy things being thro^Ti in, liowevei, t\ie \)o».\. t\^\.^^ *\\a^ \i^ 
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degrees, and the boys were so delighted that they struggled which should first 
leap in to have the fun of sitting dowTi in the tubs. But it was plain so me at 
once that something more was required to make her perfectly safe, so I con- 
trived out-riggers to preserve the balance, by nailing long poles across at the 
stem and stem, and faxing at the ends of eacn empty brandy casks. Then the 
koat appearing steady, I got in ; and turning it towards the most open side of the 
v.ieck, I cut and cleared away obstructions, so as to leave a free passage for our 
(lepai-ture, and the boys brought oars to be ready for the voyage. This im- 
portant undei*taking we were forced to postpone until the next day, as it was by 
this time far too late to attempt it. It was not pleasant to have to spend another 
night in so precarious a situation ; but, yielding to necessity, we sat down to 
enjoy a comfortable supper, for during om- exciting and incessant work all day 
we had taken nothing out an occasional biscuit and a little wine. 

We prq)ared for rest in a much happier frame of mind than on the preceding 
day, but 1 did not forget the possibility of a renewed storm, and therefore made 
every one put on the belts as before. 

I pei*suaaed my wife (not without considerable diflSculty), to put on a sailor's 
dress, assuring her she would find it much more comfortable and convenient for 
all she would have to go through. She at last couj^eiited to do this, nnd left us 
for a short time, reappearing witli much embarrassment and many blushes, in a 
most becoming suit, which she had found in a midshipman's chest. AVe all 
admired her costume, and any awkwardness she felt soon began to pass off ; 
then retiring to our berths, peaceful sleep prepared us all for the exertions of 
the coming day. 

AVe rose up betimes, for sleep weighs lightly on the hopeful, as well as on 
the anxious. After kneeling together in pi a) er, *' Now my beloved ones," said 
I, *' with God's help we are about to effect our escape. Let the poor animals 
we mu.<t leave beliind be well fed, and put plenty of Ibdder within their reach ; 
in a few days we may be able to return, and save them likewise. After that, 
collect everything you can think of which may be of use to us." 

The boys joyfully ibeyed nie, and I selectetl from the large quantity of stores 
they got together, canvas to make a tent, a chest of carpenter's tools, guns, 
pistols, powder, shot, and bullets, rods and fishing tackle, an iron pot, a case of 
portable soup, and another of biscuit. 1 hese uselul articles of course took the 
place of the hallast I had hastily thi-own in the day before. 

With a hearty prayer for God's ble-sing, we now began to take our seats, 
each in his tub. Just then we heard the cocks begin to crow, as though to 
reproach us for deserting them. "Why should not the fowls go with us!" 
exclaimed I. "If we find no food for ^A««, they can be food for w«." Ten 
hens and a couple of cocks were accordingly placed in one of the tubs, and 
secured with some wire-netting over them. 

The ducks and gee-e were set at liberty, and took to the water at once, while 
the pigeons, rejoicing to find themselves on the wing, swiftly made for the 
shore. My wife, who managed all this for me, kept us waiting for her seme 
little time, and came at last with a bag as big as a pillow in her arms. " This 
is my contribution," said she, throwing the bag to little Franz, to be, as I 
thought, a cushion for him to sit upon. 

All being ready, we cast off, and moved away from the wreck. My good, 
brave wife, sat in the first compartment of the boat ; next her was Franz, a 
pretty little boy, nearly eight years old. Then came Fritz, a handsome, 
spirited yoimg fellow o^ fifteen ; the two centre tubs contained the valuable 
cargo ; then came our bold, thoughtless Jack ; next him Ernest, my second son, 
intelligent, well-informed, and rather indolent. I myself, the anxious, loving 
father, stood in the stem, endeavouring to guide the raft with its precious 
burden to a safe landing-place. 

The elder boys took the oars, every one wore a float belt, 9xA\:ksA'yjrBft&'0cKs»j^ 
useful close to mm in case of being thrown into t\\e wsiteic. 

ITie tide was lowing, which was a great \ve\p to t\\© \o\xTk^ '^^'^^^^^lJ^Sk 
emerged &om the wreck and glided into tUe opeiiae^i. '^3\e^^^"^^'^^^^^«=^'^ 
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n got R 

jit upon „__ . .., . 

Wc hiiJ leil the two dogs, Turk Rnd Juno, on the wreck, as being both larg& 
ninstilfi n-edid not pare to have their additional weight on board our cr^; but 
when they entv us apparently dcaertiug them, they set up a piteous howl, and 
Bpmng into the ecu. 1 vns aorr; to see this, for the dlelance to the lend wiu so 
great tint I scarcely cipected them to be able to aceomplish it. They followed 
ua, however, and, occaaioUBlly resting Iheir fotB-paws on the outriggers, kept 
up with ne well. Jack was inclined to deny them this their only chance of 
safety. " Btop," said I, " that would be unkind aa well aa foolish; remeniber, 
themerciMniiuttegardeth thelifeof hlabeait" 
Our passage though todious was safb ; but tiia nearer we approached the shors 
the less inviting it ap- 
peared the barren rocfca 
. ' 1 seemed to threaten us with 
misery and w int 

Uan) casks bo^ea and 
bales of gooda floated on 
the water around us. 
Fnir and I managed to 
ae^u c a cdU| le of hogs- 
hend' so 9 to tow them 
nlongaide With the [ro 
spect of bmine before u? 
It was desirable \ft lay hold 
of anything Ukety to con 
tain provisions. 

Bj-and-by we began to 

■ ve thit, between and 

<l t!ie dill's, green 

tiiiguis'l iiiniiy tall palins, 
and Ernest hoped they 
would pi-ove to be eocoa- 
nut tnue, and enjoyed titc 
thoughts of driakmg the 
refr^lng milk. 

"lam very sorrylnever 
thought of bringing nway 
the C.iptniii's telescope," 

"Oh, look here, father ! " 
BEirnsisn thjhks. cried Jack, drawing a UtUe 

spy-glass joyfully out of 
his pocket- 
By means of this gloss, I mado out that at some distance to the left the coast 
was much more inviting, a strone current however earned ua directly towards 
the frowning roclm, but I presently observed an opening, where a stream flowed 
into the sea, and saw that our geese and ducks were swimming towards this 

Cloco. I steered after them into the creek, and we found ourselves in a small 
»y or inlet where the wat«r was perfectly smooth, and of moderate depth. The 
ground sloped gently upwards from the low banks to the cliHs which here 
retired inland,leaviog a small plain, on which it was easy for ua to land. Ever* 
one sprang gladly out of the boat but little Frsnj, who, Ijing packed in his tub 
Jiio a Dotted shrimp, had to be lifted out by his mother. 
TbB dogs had scraiabled on shore before ua ; thej received us with loud 
Bariing and the wildest demoiutraliOM irf del^Ut. The geem iai4 ftirnVs V<^\ 




Jack makes a Prise. 



birds migtit fumiBh. 

As Boon as we onldgathe onr hldrtn around 
offer tbanba and praififl fo our laertnfL ^ 



!, an I tliougbt of tho good dinners tho 



tbe vork of unload 



and oh Ijo V n h i 



All Iiandg then briskly ft 
ourselreg ae wo d d 
80 ! The poultry 
ve left at liberty \o 
fbrage for them 
selves, and <iet about 
finding a su table 

in wbinh to piibb 
tha night Th a 
we speedily did 
thrusting a long 
Bpar into a hole id 
tlie rock, and sup- 
porting the other 
end by a pole firm 
ly planted ia the 
ground, we fanii«4 
a framewo k oyer 
which n-e e etched 
the snil-e oth wo 
had brought be 
■ides faetening tlus 
down with pegs 

heavy uhe ts a il 
boxes on the bo 1 r 
of tbe can as and 
nrranged hwk bo 

eloee up the en 
trauce during the 
niRht. 

When th g was 
accomplished tbe 
boys had to collect 
moBS and emHS, to 
spread in the tent 
for our beds, while 

Elace with some 
irge flat stones, nearthe brook which flowed eloac by. Dry twigs and sea- 
weed were soon in a blai^e on the hearth, I filled the iron pot with waler, and 
giving my wife several cakea of the pottaMe aoup, she establilhed herself ua our 
cook, with bUle Franx to help her. 

He, thinking his mother was melling some glue for carpentering, was eager 
to know "what papa was going to make neit?" 

" This ia to be soup for your dinner, my child, 
look like glue F" 

"Tea, indeed I do," rephed Franz, " and I shoulA luA \caiiVaVe He 
wnp ! don't jou want some beef or mutton, Td '" 

" Where caa J get it, dear? " said she, "\l 




k these cakes 



e, a\oB%-w9.-^ ^wsa>- ^'c'^'s^os^* 
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(hop '. but ttieu cakes toe made of the juicf of good meal, boiled till it becomes 
a atrong etijf jelly— people take them when Chev go to sea, becnuee on a long- 
voyage Ihey can only have ■alt meat, which will not make nice soup." 

Fntz meanwhile leaving a loaded gun with me, took another himself, and 
went along the rough const to sec what lay Iwyond the Etream ; thia fatiguing 
sort of walk not suiting Emett'a fancy, he aauntered down to the beaeh, and 
Jack ncrambcd among the rucks aearchiiig for aheUBsh. 

I was anxious to land the two casks which were floatine alongside our boat, 
but OQ attempting to do so, 1 found that t could not get them up the bank on 
which we had landed, and was therefore obliged to look for a more convenient 
iipot. Aa I did so, I was startled by hearing Jack shouting for heljL as though 

hatidiet in my hf- 
approached, I aa 



IbyhL — „ „_ 

,e was at some dietsnce, and I humed towards him with a 

- ■..:._.". ...; eaminginn*-..., ,..:,_:_ r 

te lobster had caught his le^ in its powerful claw. 



hatidict in my hand. The little fellow stood teteanrng in a deep pool, and as I 
approached, I saw that a hum lobster had caught his le^ in its powerful claw. 
Poor Jack was in a terrible fright; kick as he would, his enemy alill clung on. 




I waded into the water, and seizing the lobster lirmly by the back, managed to 
make it loosen its hold, and we brought it safe to Innd. Jack, having speedily 
recovered his spirits, and ansious to take suih a priEo to his mother, caught the 
lobater in both hands, but instantly received sueh a severe blow from its tail, 
that he flung it down, and passionately hit the creature with a lar^e stone, 
This display of temper veied me. "Tou are acting in a very childish way, 
■"■ aon," said I, " Never strike an enemy in a revengeful spirit." Once more 
ing tlie lobster, Jack ran triumphantly towards the tent. 
Mother, mother! a lobster! A lobster, Ernest! look here, Fran?.! mind, 
s'll bite you ! Where's Fritji ? " All came crowding round Jack and his 
idcring at its unusual size, and Ernest wanted his 



lijtii 



d his mother to make 



., „ , nd Ernest w 

lobster soup directly, by adding it to what she was now bciling. 

She, however, begged to decline making any such eiperimoni, and said she 
preforred cooking one dish at a time. Having remarked that the scene of Jack's 
adventure afforded a convenient placfl for getting my casks on shore, I returned 
thither and succeeded in drawing them up on the beach, where 1 set them on 
end. and for the present left them. 

On my return I resumed the subject of Jack's lobster, and told him he should 
have the offending claw all to himself when it was ready to be eaten, con- 
gratulating him on being the first to discover anything useful. 

"Ai to ths^"said Ernest, "I found sometlung veiT good to eat, aa well tm 
^aek, aofy I could not get at them without w*Uing mj feel." 
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"I helicTelhem tnbe oyatera, not muflacls," rclunied Eraeal, calmly. 

" ne good vnough, my philoaopbical youn°: friend, to fetch n few ajieciniena of 
thPBP ojalera in time for our neit meal, said I ; " we miiat nil exert oumclvcs, 
Ernest, for the common good, and pray never lei me hear you object to welting 
your feet. See hew quickly the eun ma dried Jnck ai ' 

" 1 can bring some snlt nt the same time," said Ernest, " I remarked n good 



," said Ernest, " I 
B of the rocka ; it tsated very pure 
I produoed by the evaporation 0° ' ' 



theei 



d good, and I 




" E.\lremely probable, learned ur," cried I ; " but if you had brought a bag 
full of this good salt instead of merely speculating eo profoundly on the subject, 
it would have been more to tha purpose. Kun and fetch fome directly. 

It proved to bfl salt <ure enough, although so impure that it seemed UBeless, 
tiU my wifH dissolved and etrained it, when it became fit to put m the soup. 

"Why not use the sea water itself?" asked Jack. 

" Because," taSA Ernest, " it is not only Bait, hut bitli 



"Now, 



be«n sturing 
little aniioual 

"How are . . .. , - 

neither platei nor spoons, and we can acarcelj lift, Vtie 
"We are in as uneomiortable a position as woe 4vo toT. 
ap a dinner in a Jug with a long necb." 



„ „„ JuBttryit." 

ith the Blict with which ahe bad 
Fiita bo ? " she continued, a 



soup when he does eomof " I aaked; "ta ^"?* 
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"Oh, for a few cocoa-nutshells!" dghed EmcsL 

" Oh, foi half a dozen plat«B and as many sUrer spool 

"Really though, oyakr ehella would do," said he, i 



do burn our fingera a little in baliiiL 

Jack was awaj and up to his kness in the water in a moment dotaching the 
oysters. Ernest followed more leisurely, and still unnilling to wet his feet, 
stood by the margin of the pool and gathcrBd in hishandkerchiDf the oyslera his 
brother threw him ; aa he thus stood ho piukcd up and pocketed a largo mussel 
Ab they returned with a pood auoply wa heanl a shout 



from Fritz in the distance ; we returned it joyfully, and he presantly appeared 
befora us, hia hands behind his back, and a look of disappointment upon hia 



ind, my boy, better luck ne\t time." 




How did yi 



... Fntz!-* ex- 
claimed hu broUiBn 
who had looked be- 
hind him," a Buddng- 
pig, a little -lucking- 
pig Where did you 
-'•"■ "— 'idjou 
Una 

Fnt? then witli 
aparkhng eyM ex- 
ntbited nis piii^. 

" I am glad to see 
the result of your 
prowMs, my hoy," 
said I : but 1 cannot 
approve of deceit, 

even asajoke; stick 

ovsTEus. to the truth in jest 

and eamesti" 
Fiitz then toid us how he hod been to the other ude of the stream. " So 
diftt'rent from this," he said ; " it ia really a beautiful country, and the shore, 
which runs down to the Be.i in a gentle elope, is covered with all aorta of useful 
thiusra from the wreck. Do let us go and collect theiu. And, father, why 
should we not return to the wreck and bring off aomo of tlie animals ? Just 
tliiuk of what vnlue the cow would be lo ua, and what a pity it would be to two 
her. Let u! get her on shore, and we will move over the stream, where she will 
have good pnstur.ige, nnd we shall be in the shade instead of on thia deaerl, and, 
faUuT, I do wish — -" 

" Stop, stoj), my boy 1 " cried I. " AH will be done in good time. To-monuw 
and the day afler will bring work of their own. And tell me, did you see no 
traces of our ahipmatea ^ " 
" Not a sign of them, either on Innil or sea, living or dead," he replied. 
" But the sucking pig," said Jack, " where did you get it?" 
" It waa one of several," aaid Fritz, " which I found on the shore ; most 
euriona animals they are, they hopped rather than walked, and every now and 
then would squat down on their hind legs and rub their enouts nith their forc- 
pawa. Had not I been afmid of losing them all, I would hare tried to catch oi 



alive the^ se ._. 

2Iean while, Emeet had been carefully eianuning the ai 
"J^ia ia do oie. " he naid i " and exceot for ita \iri! 



aalini 



•0 pig, " he said ; " and except for ita 11116^3 s&o, Ws ivA\k«\. 
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like one. See its teeth are not like those of a pig, but rather those of a 
Bquirrei. In fact," he continued, looking at Fritz, "your sucking-pig is On 

*' Dear me," eaitl Fritz, " listen to the great profeuor leeturing ! He is going 
to prove that n pig is not a pig ! " 

"Tounecd notbeso quick to Inugh at j-our brother," said I, in mjturti; 
"he ia quite ri"ht. I, too, know the Agouti by desoriptions and pictures, and 
there ia little doubt that this is a Bpecimen. The little animal a a native of 
Iforth America, where it makes its nest und^r the roots of trees, and lives upon 
fruit. But, Ernest, the Agouti not only looks sumcthing like a pig, but most 
decidedly grunts like a porker. 

White we were thus talking, Jack had been vainly endeavouring to open an 




oyster with Ml large knife. " Ileic is a simpler way," said I, ]ilaeing an oyster 
on the iii-c- it immediately opened. "Now, I continued, " who will try this 
delieaey } ' All at Srst heutatM (o partake of them, so unattmctive did they 
appear. Jack, however, tightlv closing his eves and making a face as though 
about (0 take medicine, gulped one down. Wo followed his example, one after 
the other, each doing so rather !« provide himself with a spoon than with any 
hope of cultivating a tarte tot aysters. 

Our spoons wero now ready, and gathering round the pot we dipped them in, 
not, however, without sundry sealded liners. Ernest then drew from his 
pocket the large shell he had procured for his own use, and scooping up a good 
quantity of soup he pnt it down to cool, smiling at his own foresight. 

" Prudence should be eicreifled for others," I remarked ; " your cool soup will 
do capitally for the dogs, my boy ; take it to them, and then come and e^it like 
thorestof us." 

Ernest winced at this, but silently taking up his shell he placed it on (he 
ground before the hungry dogs, who lapped up its contents in a moment ■, t* 
flien returned, and we all went merrily on wvtti ooi Siykcict- ""SViE ■«& ■*i«tft 
thus bosily cmploj-ed, we suddenly discovered ttvat out 4(i^,-nQ't sa.'ci&<!*i._-««»- 
tbeirmouthfal 0/ soup, had espied the Agonli, mi ■«ct6to.-s\«ii ^^'f^S^JSTl 
/>j& seiong bia gun flew to rescue it feom ttiaii ^Mu^rs ^ft.ii«,a:>ia- ^i™>" 
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could prevent him, struck one of them with such force that his gun was bent. 
The poor beasts ran off howling, followed by a shower of stones from Fritz, who 
iiouted and yelled at them so fiercely, that his mother was actually terrified. I 
ioUowed him, and as soon as he would listen to me, represented to him how 
despicable as well as wicked was such an outbreak of temper: "for," said I, 
** ypu have hurt, if not actually wounded, the dogs ; you nave distressed and 
tenificd your mother, and spoiled your gun." 

Though Fritz's passion was easily aroused it never lasted long, and speedily 
recovering himself, immediately he entreated his mother's pardon, and expressed 
his sorrow for his fault. 

By this time the sun was sinking beneath the horizon, and the poultry, which 
had been straying to some little distance, gathered round us, and began to pick 
up the crumo of biscuits which had fallen during our repast. My wife 
hereupon drew from her mysterious bag some handfuls of oats, peas, and other 
gi-ain, and with them began to feed the poultry. She at the same time showed 
me several other seeds of various vegetables. " That was indeed thoughtful," 
said I ; " but pray be careful of what will be of such value to us ; we can bring 
plenty of damaged biscuits from the wreck, which though of no use as food for 
uSjWiU suit the fowls very well indeed. 

The pigeons now flew up to crevices in the rocks, the fowl« perched themselves 
on our tent polo, and the ducks and geese waddled oft' car-kling and quacking to 
the marshy margin of the river. We too, were ready for repose, and having 
loaded our guns, and offered up our prayers to God, thanking nim for his many 
mercies to us, we commended ourselves to his protecting care, and as the last ray 
of light departed, closed our tent and lay down to rest. 

The children remarked the suddenness of nightfall, for indeed there had been 
little or no twilight. Tliis convinced me that we must be not far from the 
equator, for twilight results from the refraction of the sun's rays ; the more 
obliquely these rays fall, the further does the partial light extend, while the 
more perpendicularly they strike the earth the longer do they continue their 
undimmished force, until, when the sun sinks, they totally disappear, thus 
producing sudden darkness. 



CHAPTER II. 

A morning consultation— Breakfast— Away on an expedition — Over tlie stream and 
tliroiigh the grass — An unexpected reinforcement — Search in vain lor our comrades 
— Rest by a stream — Fritz finds a " round bird's nest " — Natural history of a cocoa- 
nut — Calabash trees — The use of gourds— How to make a bottle — ^A lovely but 
lonely scene — Sugar-canes — Monkeys of use — Cocoa-nut milk turned to cham^)agne 
— Turk kills an unfortunate mother monkey — Carry the orphan home — Display our 
treasures— A sumptuous supi)er — Ernest's penguin— Champagne turned to vinegar 
—A fight with jackals — A cm-ious sentinel—A visit to the wreck — We rig our craft 
— Stow a cargo— Sleep on board— Floats for our herd — We embark — Encounter a 
shark — Land— Relate our adventures. 

"W'e should have been badly off without the shelter of our tent, for the night 
proved as cold as the dav had been hot, but we managed to sleep comfortably, 
every one being thoroughly fatigued by the labours of the day. The voice of 
oiu* vigilant cock, which as he loudly saluted the rising moon, was the last 
sound I heard at night, roused me at daybreak, and I then awoke my wife, that 
in the quiet intei-val while, yet our children slept, we might take counsel 
together on our situation and prospects. It was plain to both of us that in the 
first place, we should ascertain if possible the fate of our late companions, and 
then examine into tbe nature and resources of the country on which we were 
a/tmoded. 
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We therefore came to the resolution that, as soon as we had breakfasted, 
Fritz and I should start on an expedition with these objects in view, while my 
wife remained near our landing-place with the three younger boys. 

" Rouse up, rouse up, my boys," cried I, awakening the chiloren cheerfully. 
" Come and help your mother to get breakfast ready.'* 

/* As to that, said she, smiling, ** we can but set ou the pot, and boil some 
more soup ! ** 

" Why ! you forget Jack's fine lobster ! '* replied I. " What has become of it. 
Jack ? " 

"It has been safe in this hole in the rock all night, father. You see, I 
thought as the dogs seem to like good things, they might take a fancy to that as 
well as to the Agouti." 

"A very sensible precaution," remarked I; ** I believe even my heedless 
Jack will learn wisdom in time. It is well the lobster is so large, for we shall 
want to take part with us on our excursion to-day." 

At the mention of an excursion, the four childi-en were wild with delight, and, 
capering around me, clapped their hands for joy. 

** Steady there, steady!" said 1, "you cannot expect all to go. Such an 
expedition as this would be too dangerous and fatigumg for you younger ones. 
Fntz and I will go alone this time, with one of the dogs, leaving the other to 
defend you." 

We then armed ourselves, each taking a gim and a game bag; Fritz in addition 
sticking a pair of pistols in his belt, and I a small hatchet in mine ; breakfast 
being over, we stowed away the remainder of the lobster and some biscuits, with 
a flask of water, and were ready for a start. 

" Stop ! " I exclaimed, we have still left something very impoi-tant un- 
done." 

" Surely not," said Fritz. 

" Yes, said I, " we have not yet joined in morning prayer. We are only too 
ready, amid the cares and pleasures of this life, to forget the God to whom we 
owe all things." Then having commended ourselves to his protecting care, I 
took leave of my wife and children, and bidding them not wander far from the 
boat and tent, we parted not without some anxiety on either side, for we knew 
not what might assail us in this imknown region. 

We now found that the banks of the stream were on both sides so rocky that 
we could get down to the water by only one narrow passage, and there was no 
corresponding path on the other side. I was glad to see this however, for I now 
knew that my wife and children were on a comparatively inaccessible spot, the 
other side of the tent being protected by steep and precipitous cliffs. Fritz and 
I pursued our way up the stream until we reached a point where the waters fell 
from a considerable height in a cascade, and where several large rocks lay half 
covered by the water; by means of these we succeeded in crossing the stream in 
safety. We thus had the sea on our left, and a long line of rocky heights, here 
and there adorned with clumps of trees, stretching away inland to the right. 
We had forced our way scarcely fifty yards through the long rank grass, which 
was here partly withered by the sun and much tangled, when we heard behind 
us a rusthng, and on looking round saw the grass waving to and fro, as if some 
animal were passing through it. Fritz instantly turned and brought his gun to 
his shoulder, ready to fire the moment the beast should appear. I was mudi 
pleased with my son's coolness and presence of mind, for it showed me that I 
might thorougnly rely upon him on any future occasion when real danger might 
occur ; this tune, however, no savage beast rushed out, but oiu: trusty dog Turk, 
whom, in our anxiety at parting, we had forgotten, and who had been sent after 
us doubtless by my thoughtful wife. 

From this little incident, however, we saw how dangerous was our posLtioiSL^ 
and how difficult escape would be should any fierce bea«\.%\fe«\\x;^T^\aNssi»:w«xs».\ 
we therefore hastened to make our way to me opeTi ^^^-^ot^. "Sax^ SickSi ^^'s^sfc 
which presented itself was indeed deUghtM. L bacV^oxa^^ oi Yffi^&^^^iEiJ^^^^^ 
wnYing grass, the pleasant grouj^i of trees fttretchmg\iexe «ii^ ^Qciftx^N^'*^'^^^^*^ 
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campuniona, 



Tbe^leK 



*' Shall I Are a shot or two P " Bid Trilz ; "that would bi 
if they are within hcnrinE." 

"Itwoulil indeed," I replied, "or anj Kivasin that may he here, 
let US Bearch diligently, hut as quietly as poasil'lv," 

"But whj', fatter, should wc trouble ourselMs about Ihem u1 .. 

ua to shift for ourselves, and I for one don't rare to set eyes on them ag^in. 
" You are wrong, my boy," said 1. " In the first place, we should not return 
evil for evil ; then, again, 
they m^ht be of great as- 
ustante to us ill building a 
house of some sort : ud 
lasHy, you must tei 
that they took nothing 
with them from the Toesel, 
' ly be perishing of 




ice, vhich he handed to me, remarking, as 
bird's nest, of which he had oft*n hoard. 

■' You may have done bo," said I laughing. " but ynu need not necessarily 
conclude that every round hairy tiling is a bird's nest ; this, for instance, la 
uot one, but a cocoa-nut," 

We split open the nut, but to our disgust, found the kernel dry and 



nneatable 

"Hullo," cried Pritu, "I always thought a cocoa- 
Bweet liquid, like almond milk." 

" So it is," I replied, " when young and fresh, but 
comes congealed, and in course of time is aohdified ' 



a full of delicious 



ripens the milk bc- 

:eniel. This kernel 

falls on favourable soil, the germ 



10 here, but when tho 
within the kernel snells until it bursta through the shell, aud taking 
springs np 



. _.t undersland," said Fritz, "how the little germ mnnajcs to get 
through tbia great thir-k shnll, which isnot\ike an olmofiA nt Kflccl nut-shell, 
that ia dirided down tie middle olrwdy." 



Calabash Trees. 15 

*' Nature provides for all things." I answered, taking up the pieces. ^\ Look 
here, do you see these three round holes near the stalk : it is through them that 
the gerni obtains egress. Now let us find a good nut if we can." 

As cocoa-nuts must be over-ripe before they fall naturally from the tree, it 
was not without difficulty that we obtained one in which the kernel was not 
dried up. When we succeeded, however, we were so refreshed bv ttie fruit that 
we could defer the repast we called our dmner until later in tne day, aud so 
spare our stock of provisions. 

Continuing our way through a thicket, and which was so densely overgrown 
with lianas that we had to clear a passage with our hatchets, we again emerged 
on the seashore beyond, and found an open view, the forest sweeping inland, 
while on the space before us stood at intervals siogle trees of remarkable 
appearance. 

These at pnce attracted Fritz's observant eye, and he pointed to them, ex- 
claiming, 

" Oh, what absurd-looking trees, father! See what strange bumps there are 
on the trunks.'* 

We approached to examine them, and I recognized them as calabash trees, the 
fruit of which grows in this curious way on the stems, and is a species of 
gourd from the hard rind of which bowls, spoons, and bottles can be made. 
" The savages " I remarked, " are said to form these things most ingeni- 
ously, using them to contain liquids :' indeed, they actually cook food in 
them." 

" Oh, but that is impossible," returned Fritz. **I am quite sure this rind 
would be burnt through directly it was set on the fire." 

** I did not say it was set on the fire at all. When the gourd has been divided 
in two, and the shell or rind emptied of its contents, it is filled with water, into 
which the fish, or whatever is to be cooked, is put ; red-hot stones arc added 
untU the water boils ; the food becomes fit to eat, and the gourd-rind remains 
uninjured." 

** That is a very clever plan : very simple too. I daresay I should have hit 
on it, if I had tried," said Fritz. 

" The friends of Columbus thought it very easy to make an egg stand upon 
its end when he had shown them how to do it. But now suppose we prepare 
some of these calabashes, that they may be ready for use when we take them 
home." 

Fritz instantly took up one of the gourds, and tried to split it equally with 
liis knife, but in vain ; the blade slipped, and the calabash was cut jaggedly. 
" What a nuisance ! '* said Fritz, .fiingmg it down, ** the thing is spoiled ; and 
yet it seemed so simple to divide it properly." 

"Stay," said I; "you are too impatient, those pieces are not useless. Do 
you try to fashion from them a spoon or two while I provide a dish." 

I then took from my pocket a piece of string, which I tied tightly round a 
gourd, as near one end of it as I could ; then tapping the string with the back 
of my knife, it penetrated the outer shell. When this was accomplished, I tied 
the stiing yet tighter ; and drawing the ends with all my might, the gourd fell, 
divided exactly as I wished. 

"That is clever!" cried Fritz. " Wh«t in the world put that plan into 
your head ? " 

"It is a plan," I replied, ** which the negroes adopt, as I have learned fi*om 
reading books of travel." 

" Well, it certainlv makes a capital soup-tureen, and a soup-plate too," said 
Fritz, examining tne gourd. "But supposing you had wanted to make a 
bottle, how would you have set to work ? ' 

" It would be an easier operation than this, if possible. All that is nccd^aaxri ^ 
is to cut a round hole at one end, then to scoop owt W\c \wVev\w, wA\a ^x^•^^3E^ 
several shot or stones; when these are shaken, atvv Tceiftjamm^ ^ovNSsyws.^^ '^^ 
Miit are detached, and the gourd is thorouglily cVeaaeA, aoA >;Jaft Vi*^^^ ^'^'°^'" 
pleted," 
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" That would not make a very convenient bottle though, father ; it would be 
more like a barrel." 

" True, my boy ; if you want a more shapely vessel, you must take it in hand 
when it is younger. To give it a neck, for instance, you must tie a bandage 
round the young gourd while it is still on the tree, and then all will swell but 
that part which you have checked.*' 

As 1 spoke, I filled the gourds with sand, and left them to dry ; marking the 
spot that me might return for them on our way back. 

For three hours or more we pushed forward, keeping a sharp look-out on 
either side for any trace of our companions, till we reached a bold promontory, 
stretching some way into the sea, from whose rocky summit I knew that we 
should obtain a good and comprehensive view of the surrounding country. 
With little difficulty we reached the top, but the most careful survey of the 
beautiful landscape failed to show us the slightest sign or trace of human beings. 
Before us stretched a wide aud lovely bay, fringed with yellow sands, either 
fiitie extending iuto the distance, and almost lost to view in two shadowy pro- 
montories; inclosed by these two arms lay a sheet of rippling water, which 
reflected in its depths the glorious sun above. The scene inland was no less 
beautiful ; and yet Fritz and I both felt a shade of loneliness stealing over us as 
we gazed on its utter solitude. 

" Cheer up, Fritz, my boy," said I, presently. '* Remember that we chose a 
settler's life long ago, before we left our own dear country ; we certainly did 
not expect to be so entirely alone — but what matters a few people, more or less. 
With (jod's help, let us endeavour to live here contentedly, thankful that we 
were not cast upon some bare and inhospitable island. But come, the heat here 
is getting unbearable ; let us find some shady place before we are completely 
broiled away." 

We descended the hill and made for a clump of palm trees, which we saw at 
a little distance. To reach this, we had to pass through a dense thicket of 
reeds, no pleasant or easy task ; for, besides the difficulty of forcing our way 
through, I feared at every step that we might tread on some venomous snake. 
Sending Turk in advance, I cut one of the reeds, thinking it would be a more 
useful weapon against a reptile than my gun. I had earned it but a little way, 
when I noticed a thick juice exuding from one end. I tasted it, and to my 
delight, found it sweet and pleasant. I at once knew that I was standing 
amongst sugar-canes. Wishing Fritz to make the same discovery, I advised 
him to cut a cane for his defence ; he did so, and as he beat the ground before 
him, the reed split, and his hand was covered with the juice. He carefully 
touched the cane with the tip of his tongue, then, finding the juice sweet, he 
did so again with less hesitation ; and a moment afterwards sprang back to me, 
exclaiming, — 

** Oh, father, sugar-canes, sugar-canes ! Taste it. Oh, how delicious, how 
delightful ! do let us take a lot home to mother," he continued, sucking eagerly 
at the cane ! 

" Gently there," said I, " take breath a moment, moderation in all things, 
remember. Cut some to take home if you like, only don't take more than you 
can conveniently carry. " 

In spite of my warning, my son cut a dozen or more of the largest canes, and 
stripping them of their leaves, carried them imder his arm. We tlien pushed 
through the cane-brake, and reached the clump of palms for which we had been 
making ; as we entered it a troop of monkeys, who had been disporting them- 
selves on the ground, sprang up chattering and grimmacing, and before we 
could clearly dutinguish them, were at the very top of the trees. 

Fritz was so provoked bv their impertinent gestures that he raised his gim, 
and would have shot one of the poor beasts. 

" Stay," cried I, " never take the life of any animal needlessly. A live 
monkey up in that tree is of more use to us than, a dozen dead ones at our feet, 
as I will show you. " 
Saying this, I gathered a handful of small etonea, Mi3Lt\sLtft^ >J5DL«m.>a.^ W««i^ 
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the apes. The stones did not go near them, but influenced b^ their instinctiye 
mania for imitation, they instantly seized all the cocoa-nuts within their reach, 
and sent a perfect hail of them down upon us. 

Fritz was delighted with my stratagem, and rushing forward picked u^ some 
of the finest of the nuts. We drank the milk they contained, drawing it 
through the holes which I pierced, and then splitting the nuts open with the 
hatchet, ate the cream which lined their shells. After this delicious meal, we 
thoroughly despised the lobster we had been carrying, and threw it to Turk, 
who ate it gratefully ; but far from being satisfied, the poor beast began to 
gnaw the ends of the sugar-canes, and to beg for cocoa-nut. I slung a couple 
of the nuts oyer my shoulder, fastening them together by their stalks, and 
Fritz having resumed his burden, we began our homeward march. 

I soon discovered that Fritz found the weight of his canes considerably piore 
than he expected : he shifted them from shoulder 1 shoulder, then for a while 
carried them under his arm, and finally stopped short with a sigh. " I had no 
idea ** he said, *' that a few reeds would be so heavy." 

" Never mind, my boy," I paid, •* Patience and courage ! Do you not 
remember the story of ^sop and his bread-basket, how heavy he lound it 
when he started, and how light at the end of his journey ? Let us each take 
a fresh staff, and then fasten the bundle crosswise with your gun." 

We did 80, and once more stepped forward. Fritz presently noticed that I 
from time to time sucked the end of my cane. 

" Oh, come," said he, " that's a capital plan of yours, father, Fll do 
that too." 

So saying, he began to suck most vigorously, but not a drop of the juice 
could he extract. " How is this h " he asked. " How do you get the juice out, 
father?" 

" Think a little," I replied, " you are quite as capable as I am of finding out 
the way, even if you do not know the real reason of your failure." 

" Oh of course," said he, " it is hke trying to suck marrow from a marrow 
bone, without making a hole at the other end.'' 

" Quite right," I said, " you form a vacuiun in your mouth and the end of 
your tube, and expect the air to force down the liquid from the other end which 
it cannot possibly enter." 

Fritz was speedily perfect in the accomplishment of sucking sugar-cane, 
discovering by experience the necessity for a fresh cut at each joint or knot in 
your cane, through which the juice could not flow ; he talked of the pleasui*e of 
initiating his brothers in the art, and of how Finest would enjoy the cocoa-nut 
milk, with which he had filled his flask. 

" My dear boy," said I, " you need not have added that to your load ? the 
chances are it is vinegar by the time we get home. In the heat of the sun, it 
will ferment soon after being drawn from the nut." 

" Vinegar ! Oh that would be a horrid bore ! 1 must look directly, and see 
how it is getting on," cried Fritz, hastily swinging the flask from his shoulder, 
and tugging out the cork. With a loud " pop," the contents came forth, foaming 
like champagne. 

" There now ! " said I, laughing as he tasted this new luxury, '* you will have 
to exercise moderation again, friend Fritz ! I daresay it is delicious, but it will 
go to your head, if you venture deep into your flask." 

" My dear father, you cannot think how good it is ! Do take some. Vinegar, 
indeed ! This is like excellent wine." 

We were both invigorated by this unexpected draught, and went on so merrily 
after it, that the distance to the place where we had left our gourd dishes 
seemed less than we expected. We found them quite dry, and very light and 
easy to carry. 

Just as we had passed through the grove in which we h8Ji\K.'Q»3iKi»&^»^^^^s^ 
suddenly darted away from us, and sprang iurioxxaVv waoia^^Nx^scj ^"l\svss^i«^^ 
which w&ce gambollwg pJayfiilly on the turf at a m^i\& ^aa^»svRft tc^TD."(55iR Vw^^- 
Tbejr were taken by surprise completely, and t\i© d<Q%, ua^ xcsNi::^ ^wnvs^^s^ 
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ftrom hunger, had seized, and was fiercely tearing one to pieces before we could 
approach the spot. 

Ills luckless victim was the mother of a tiny little monkey, which being on 
her back when the dog flew at her, had hindered her flight ; the little creature 
attemiited to hide among the grass, and in trembling fear watched the tragic 
fate of its mother. On perceiving Turk's blood thirst)^ design, Fritz had eagerly 
rushed to the rescue, flinging away all he was carrying and losing his hat in 
his haste. All to no purpose as far as the noor mother ape was concerned, and 
a laughable scene ensued, for no sooner did the young monkey catch sight of 
him, than at one bound it was on his shouldei^s. and, holding last by his Uiick 
curly hair, it firmly kept its seat in spite of all he could do to dislodge it. He 
screamed and plunged about as he endeavoured to shake or pull the creature off, 
but all in vain, it only clung the closer to his neck, making the most absurd 
grimaces. 

I laughed so much at this ridiculous scene that I could scai'cely assist my 
terrified boy out of his awkward predicament. 

At last, by coaxing the monkey, ofiering it a bit of biscuit, and gradualH 
disentangling its small sinewy paws from the curls it grasped so tightly, 1 
managed to relieve poor Fritz, who then looked with interest at the hS)y ape, 
no bigger than a kitten, as it lay in my arms. 

** What a jolly little fellow it is ! " exclaimed he, " do let me try to rear it, 
father. I dare say cocoa nut milk would do until we can bring the cow iqid the 
l^oats from the wreck. If he lives he might be useful to us. I believe monkeys 
instinctively know what fruits are wholesome and what are poisonous.** 

** Well,** said I, *'let the little orphan be yours. You bravely and kindly 
exerted yourself to save the mother's life, now vou must train her chUd care- 
fully, for unless you do so, its natural instinct will prove mischievous instead of 
useful to us." 

Turk was meanwhile devouring with great satisfaction the little animal's 
unfortunate mother. I could not grudge it him, nnd continued hunger might 
have made him dangerous to ourselves. We did not think it necessary to 
wait until he had dined, so we prepared to resume' our march. 

The tiny ape seated itself in the coolest way imaginable on Fritz's shoulder, 
I helped to carry his canes, and we were on some distance before Turk overtook 
us, looking uncommonly well pleased, and licking hi9 chops as though recalling 
the memory of his feast. 

He took no notice of the monkey, but it was very uneasy at sight of him, 
and scrambled down into Fritz's arms, which was so inconvenient to him that 
he devised a plan to relieve himself of his burden. Calling Turk, and seriously 
enjoining obedience, he seated the monkey on his back, securing it there with 
a cord, and then putting a second string round the dog's neck that he mi^ht 
lead him, he put a loop of the knot into the comical rider's ^and, saying 
gravely, *' Having slain the parent, Mr. Turk, you will please to carry the 
son." 

At first this arrangement mightily displeased them both, but by and by they 
yielded to it quietly ; the monkey especially amused us by riding along with 
the air of a person perfectly at his ease. 

"We look just hke a couple of mountebanks on their way to a fair with 
animals to exhibit," said I. *' What an outcry the children will make when we 
appear!" 

My son enquired to what species of the monkey tribe I thought his protege 
belonged, wmch led to a good deal of talk on the subject, and conversation 
beguiling the way, we found ourselves ere long on the rocky margin of the stream 
and close to the rest of our party. 

Juno was the first to be aware of our approach, and gave notice of it by loud 

barking, to which Turk replied with such hearty good will, that his little rider, 

terrified at the noise his steed was making, slipped from under the cord and fled 

to bia refuge on Fiitz^B ahoulder, wheie he xegc^ned hia composure and 8^ed 

• himself cooafbrtMj, 



IVe Carry tli^ Orphan Monkey home. 



Turk, who by this time linew 
forward to rejoin jiis friend, and ni 

One Bfter annthnr our dear ones 
in varioua ways their delight at o 
the river, ae we on ours, to the ford at which 



■e he was, finding himeelf free, dRshed 
iro our coming. 

running to the opposite bank, testifying 
' and haateniiig: up on their side of 




We wore quickly on the other eide, and, full of joy and affection, our happy 
linrty was once more united. 

The hoya auddenlj perceiving the little anunnl which woa clinging close (o 
their brotiier, in alarm at the tumult of Toiccs, shouted in ecstasy. 

"Amonkey! amonkey! oh how splendid! where did Frili find him P What 
may we gire mm to eat ? Oh, what a bundle of sticks \ Look at those curious 
great nuts father has Bot!" 

We could neither cheek this confused torrent of questions, nor get in a word 

At length when the ctoitement subsided a little, I was able to say a few words 
with a chance of being listened to. "I am truly thankful to see you all aafe 
and well, and, thank God, our expedition has been, vevj attUrfwAnt^ , BwiWj.,'CwiS. 
we have entirely foiled to discover any trace ol out Bta.™ii\.ra;' ,. ,. „ 

" If i( fie the «m of God," said my wife, " to Uafo ™ tt\™e ™. '&&* ■'^^^^ 
plane, let as be content ; and rejoica that we 
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" Now we want to hear all your adventures, and let us relieve you of your 
burdens,** added she, taking my game bag. 

Jack shouldered my gun, Ernest took the cocoa-nuts, and little Franz carried 
the gourds, Fritz distributed the sugar canes amongst his brothers, and handing 
Ernest his gun replaced the monkey on Turk's back. Ernest soon found the 
burden with which Fritz had laden him too heavy to his taste. His mother per- 
ceiving this, offered to relieve him of part of the load. He gave up willingly tiie 
cocoa-nuts, but no sooner had he done so than his elder brother exclaimed— 

" Hullo, Ernest, you surely do not know what you are parting with ; did you 
really intend to hand over those good cocoa-nuts without so much as tasting 
them?*' 

" What? ho! are thev really cocoa-nuts?" cried Ernest, "Do let me take 
them again, mother, do let me look at them." " No, thank you,** replied my 
wife with a smile. " I have no wish to see you again overburdened." " Oh but 
I have only to throw away these sticks, which are of no use, and then I can 
easily carry them." 

** worse and worse," said Fritz ; I have a particular regard for those heavy 
useless sticks. Did you ever hear of sugar canes } " 

The words were scarcely out of his mouth when Ernest began to suck vigor- 
ously at the end of the cane with no better result, however, than Fritz had 
obtained as we were on the march. 

"Here," said Fritz, "let me show you the trick of it," and he speedily set all 
the youngsters to work extracting the luscious juice. 

My wife, as a prudent housekeeper, was no less delighted than the children 
with this discovery ; the sight of the dishes also pleased her greatly, for she 
longed to see us eat once more like civilised beings. We went into the kitchen 
and there found preparations for a truly sumptuous meal. Two forked sticks 
were planted in tne ground on either side of the fire, on these rested a rod from 
which hung several tempting looking fish, opposite them hung a goose from a 
similar contrivance, slowly roasting while the gravy dropped into a large shell 
placed beneath it. In the centre sat the great pot from which issued the smell 
of a most delicious soup. To crown this splendid array, stood an open hogshead 
full of Dutch cheeses. All this was very pleasant to two hungry travellers, but 
I was about to beg ray wife to spare the poultir until our stock should have in- 
creased, when she, perceiving my thought, quickly relieved my anxiety. " This 
is not one of our geese,'* she said, " but a wild bird Ernest killed.'* 

" Yes," said Ernest, " It is a Penguin, I think, it let me get quite close, so 
that I knocked it on the head with a stick. Here are its head and feet which I 
preserved lo show you ; the bill is, you see, narrow and curved downwards, and 
the feet are webbed. It had funny httle bits of useless wings, and its eyes looked 
so solemnly and sedately at me, that I was almost ashamed to kill it. Do you 
not think it must have been a Penguin ? ** 

" I have little doubt on the matter, my boy," and I was about to make a few 
remarks on the habits of this bird, when my wife interrupted me and begged us 
to come to dinner and continue our natural history conversation at some future 
time. "We then sat down before the appetising meal prepared for us, our gourds 
coming for the first time into use, and naving done it full justice, produced the 
cocoa-nuts by way of dessert. " Here is better food for your little friend," said 
I to Fritz, who had been vainly endeavouring to persuade the monkey to taste 
dainty morsels of the food we had been eating ; " the poor little animal has 
been accustomed to nothing but its mother's milk ; fetch me a saw, one of you.** 

I then, after extracting the milk of the nuts from their natural holes, carefully 
cut the shells in half, thus providing several more useful basins. The monkey 
was perfectly satisfied with the milk, and eagerly sucked the comer of a hand- 
kerchief dipped in it. Fritz now suddenly recollected his delicious wine, and 
producing his flask, begged his mother to taste it. " Try it first yourself," said 
1 ; Fritz did so, and I instantly saw by his countenance that the liquor had 
passed through the Snt stage of fermentation and had become vinegar. 
*^JVerer mind, my boj, " said my prudent wife, 'wYiew ^eXftwrv^Oi^^ ^^\»ft o^t 
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his wry faces, ** we have wine ah*eady but no vinegar; I am really pleased at 
the transformation." 

The sun was now rapidly sinking beyond the horizon, and the poultry retiring 
for the night warned us that we must follow their example. Having oflered up 
our prayers, we lay down on our beds, the monkey croucned down between Jack 
and Fritz, and we were all soon fast asleep. 

We did not, however, long enjoy this repose ; a loud barking from our dogs, 
who were on guard outside the tent, awakened us, and the fluttering and cack- 
ling of our poultry warned us that a foe was approaching. Fritz and I sprang 
up, and seizing our guns rushed out. There wc found a desperate combat going 
on, our gallant dogs, surrounded by a dozen or more large jackals, were fighting 
bravely, four of their opponents lay dead, but the others were in no way deterred 
by the fate of their comrades. Fritz and I, however, sent bullets through the 
heads of a couple more, and the rest galloped off. Turk and Juno did not intend 
that they should escape so cheaply, and pursuing them, they caught, killed, and 
devoured another of the animals, regardless of their new relationship. Fritz 
wished to save one of the jackals that he might be able to show it to his brothers 
in the morning ; dragging therefore the one that he had shot near the tent, he 
concealed it, and we once more returned to our beds. 

Soundly and peacefully we slept imtil cock-crow next niomiiig, when my wife 
and I awoke, and began to discuss the business of the day. 

It seems absolutely necessary, my dear wife," I began, " to return at once to 
the wreck while it is yet calm, that we may save the pour animals left there, 
and bring on shore many articles of infinite value to us, which, if we do not now 
' recover, we may finally lose entirely. On the other hand, I feel that there is an 
immense deal to be done on shore, and that I ought not to leave you in such an 
insecure shelter as this tent." 

" Rftum to the wreck by all means," replied my wife, cheerfully. " Patience, 
order, and perseverance will help us through all our work, and I agree with you 
that a visit to the wreck is without doubt our first duty. Come, let us wake the 
children, and set to work without delay." 

They were soon roused, and Fritz overcoming his drowsiness before the 
others, ran out for his jackal ; it was cold and stiff from the night air, and he 
placed it on its legs before tbe tent, in a most life-like attitude, and stood by to 
watch the eft'ect upon the family. The dogs were the first to perceive their 
enemy, and growling, seemed inclined to dispose of the animal as they had 
disposed of its brethren in the night, but Fritz called them ofi*. The noise the 
dogs made, however, had the ettect of bringing out the younger children, and 
many were the exclamations they made at the sight of the strange animal. 

" A yellow dog ! " cried Franz. 

" A wolf ! " exclaimed Jack. 

" It is a striped fox^" said Ernest. 

** Hullo," said Fntz. *' The greatest men may make mistakes. Our 
Professor does not know a jackal when he sees one." 

" But really," continued Ernest, examining the animal, " I think it is a fox." 

" Very well, very well," retorted Fritz, " no doubt you know better than your 
father ! He thinks it is a jackal." 

** Come boys," said I, "no more of this quarrelling ; you are none of you venr 
far wrong, for the jackal partakes of the nature of all three, dog, wolf, and fox." 

The monkey had come out on Jack's shoulder, but no sooner did it catch 
sight of the jackal, than it fled precipitately back into the tent, and hid itself in 
a heap of moss until nothing was visible but the tip of its little nose. Jack 
soothed and comforted the frightened little animal, and I then summoned them 
all to prayeis, soon after which we began our breakfast. So severely had we 
dealt with our supper the previous night, that we had little to eat but the 
biscuits, which were so dry and hard, that, hungry as we were^ we coxsl^ \NRi\. 
swallow much. Fritz and I t^k some cheese to n.e\^ ^Yieto. ^qtn^^ ^Xjc^a \s^^ "'^\ 
and younger Bona soaked theirs in water. Ernest toaoife^ ^<civni\.c> ^^^^'^'^^^^r^^ 
looked about for shell'&sh. Presently he retumed. m\3a. «t ic^ ^\l^^6&% »>»-» 
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said he, "if we had but some butter." .**BIy good boy/' I replied, "Your 
perpetual if if, quite anuoys me, why do you not sit down and eat cheese like 
the rest of us." "Not while I can get butter;'* he said, "see here, father," 
and he pointed to a large cask, "that barrel contains butter of some sort or 
another, for it is oozing out at the end." 

** Really, Ernest," I said, " we are indebted to you. I will open the cask." So 
saying, I took a knife and carefully cut a small hole, so that I could extract 
the butter without exposing the mass of it to the eflects of the air and heat. 
Filling a cocoa-nut shell, we once more sat down, and toasting our biscuits 
before the fire, spread them with the good Dutch butter. We found this vastly 
better than the ory biscuit, and while we were thus employed, I noticed that the 
two dogs were lying unusually quietly by my side. I at first attributed tiiis 
drowsiness to their large meai during the night, but I soon discovered that it 
arose from a difibrent cause ; the faithful animals had not escaped unhurt from 
their late combat, but had received several deep and painful wounds, especially 
about the neck. The dogs began to lick each other on the places which they 
could not reach with their o\vn tongues, and my wife carefully dressed the 
wounds with butter from which she had extracted the salt by washing. 

A sudden thought now struck Ernest, and he msely remarked, that if we were 
to make spiked collars for the dogs, they would in future escape such dangerous 
wounds. " Oh yes," exclaimed Jack, " and I will make them, may I not, father ? " 

" Try by all means, my little fellow," said I, " and persuade your mother to 
assist you, and now, Fritz," I continued, *' we must be starting, for you and I 
are to make a trip to the wreck." I begged the party who were to remain on 
shore, to keep together as much as possible, and having arranged a set of signals 
with my wife, that we might exchange communications, asked a blessing on our 
enterprise. I erected a signal post, and while Fritz was making preparations 
for our departure, hoisted a strip of sailcloth as a flag ; this flag was to remain 
hoisted so long as all was well on shore, but should oui' return be desired, three 
shots were to be fired and the flag lowered. 

All was now ready, and warning my wife that we might find it necessary to 
remain all night on the vessel, we tenderly bade adieu and embarked. Except 
our guns and ammunition we were taking nothing, that we might leave as much 
spatje as possible for the stowage of a large cargo. Fritz, however, had resolved 
to bring his little monkey, that he might obtain milk for it as soon as possible. 
"We had not got far from the shore, when I perceived that a cun'cnt from the 
river set in directly for the vessel, and though my nautical knowledge was not 
grefit, I succeeded in steering the boat into the favourable stream, which carried 
us nearly three-fourths of our passage Nvith Kttle or no trouble to oureelves; 
then, by dint of hard pulling, we accomplished the whole distance, and, 
entering through the breach, gladly made fast our boat and stepped on board. 
Our first care was to see to the animals, who greeted us witn joy — lowing, 
bellowing, and bleating as we approached; not that the poor beasts were 
hungry, for they were all still well supplied with food, but they were apparently 
pleased by the mere sight of human beings. Fritz then placed his monkey by 
one of the goats, and the little animal immediately sucked the milk with evident 
relish, chattering and grinning all the while; the monkey provided for, we 
refresned ourselves with some wine and biscuits. "Now," said I, "we have 
plenty to do ; where shall we begin ? " 

" Let us fix a mast and sail to our boat," answered Fritz; "for the current 
which brought us out will not take us back ; whereas the fresh breeze we met 
would help us immensely had we but a sail." 

" Capital thought," I replied ; "let us set to work at once." 

I chose a stout spar to serve as a mast, and having made a hole in a plank 
nailed across one of the tubs, we, with the help of a rope and a couple of blocks, 
stepped it and secured it with stays. We then discovered a lug-sail, which had 
belon ged to one of the ships* boats ; this we hoisted ; and our craft was ready to 
iSiaiJ. iniz heggcd me to decorate the mast-head with a red streamer, to give 
i?ur vessel a more £msbed appearance. Smiling aX tYAfe t\i\ivii\^ \iwX. \\^\axe^ 
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vanity, I complied witli his request; I theii contrived a rudder^ that I might bG 
able to steer the bdat ; for though I kneW that an ojlr would ftervfe the pUrpbSe, 
it was ciimbtojls aiid incbnvfenient; While t Was thus emplojred, Fritz examined 
the shore with his ^lass, and sbon annduhced thai the nag iiras fl^hi^ and all 
was well. 

So much time had now slipped away, that we found we could not return 
that night, as I had wished. "We signalled our intention of remaining on 
board, and then spent the rest of our time in taking out the stones we had 
placed in the boat for ballast, and stowed in their place heavy articles, of value 
to us. The ship had sailed for the purpose of supplying a young colony, she had 
therefore on board every conceivable article we could desire in our present 
situation, our only difficulty indeed was to make a wise selection. A large 
quantity of powder and shot we first secured, and as Fritz considered that 
we could not have too many weapons, we added three excellent guns, and 
a whole armful of swords, daggers, and knives. "We remembered that knives 
and forks were necessary, we therefore laid in a large stf/ck of them, and 
kitchen utensils of all sorts. Exploring the captain's cabin, we discovered 
a service of silver plate and a cellaret of gooa old wine ; we then went 
over the stores, and supplied ourselves with potted meats, portable soups, 
Westphalian hams, sausages, a bag of maize and wheat, and a quantity of other 
seeds and vegetables. I then added a barrel of sulphur for matches, and as 
much cordage as I could find. All this — with nails, tools, and agricultural 
implements — completed our cargo, and sank our boat so low, that I should have 
been obliged to lighten her had not the sea been calm. 

Night drew on, and a large fire, lighted bv those on shore, showed us that all 
was well. We replied by hoisting four ship*s lanterns, and two shots announced 
us that our signal was perceived ; then, with a heart-felt prayer for the safety of 
our dear ones on shore, we retired to our boat, and Fritz at all events was soon 
sound asleep. For a while I could not sleep, the thought of my wife and 
children— alone and unprotected, save by the great dogs — disturbed my rest. 

The night at length passed away. At day-break Fritz and I arose, and went 
on deck. I brought the telescope to bear upon the shore, and with pleasure saw 
the flag still waving in the morning breeze ; while I kept the glass directed to 
the land, I saw the door of the tent open, and my wife appear and look stead- 
fastly towards us. 

I at once hoisted a white flag, and in reply, the flag on shore was thrice 
dipped. Oh, what a weight seemed lifted from 'my heart as I saw the signal! 

** Fritz," 1 said, " I am not now in s^ch haste to get back, and begin to feel 
compassion for all these poor beasts. I wish we could devise some means for 
getting them on shore.'* 

" We might make a raft,* 'suggested Fritz, "And take one or two off at a time." 

*' True," I replied ; " it is easy enough to say, * make a i*aft,' but to do it is 
quite another thin».'* 

" Well,** said Fntz, " I can think of nothing else, unless indeed we make them 
such swimming belts as you made for the children.'* 

"Beally, my boy, that idea is worth having. I am not joking, indeed," I 
continuea, as I saw him smile ; " we may get every one of the animals ashore in 
that way.*' 

So saving, I caught a fine sheep, and proceeded to put our plan into execution. 
I first fastened a broad piece of linen round its belly, and to this attached some 
corks and empty tins ; tnen with Fritz's help, I flung the animal into the sea — 
it sank, but a moment afterwards rose and floated famously. 

" Hurrah ! " exclaimed Fritz, " we will treat them all like that." We then 
rapidly caught the other animals and provided them one after the other with a 
aimilar contrivance. The cow and ass gave us more trouble than did the others., 
for, for them we required something more buoyant lYi'a.Tv^iJftR Tojex^ <i,^^\ ^^^j,^ 
last found some cm])ty casks and fastened two to eac\i amTQsi\.>y3 'Oft5SKS^^'*s*^ 
under its belly. This done the whole herd were loaOi^ to «»tMt., «sA^^ ^^^X^«l 
the ass to one of the ports to be the first to bo laMXieke^. Mt^x ^om^Ta-WNSfc"^^^ ^ 
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vc got him in a convenient position, and then a sudden heave sent Idm 
pluiii^ing into the sea. He sank, and then, buoyed up by the casks, emerged head 
and b:i'k from the water. The cow, sheep, and goats followed him one after the 
othci-, and then the sow alone remained. She seemed, however, determined not 
to leave the ship : she kicked, struggled, and squealed so violently, that I really 
thought wo should bo obliged to abandon her ; at length, after much trouble, we 
succeeded in sending her out of the port after the others, and when, once in the 
water, such was the old lady's energy that she quickly distanced them, and was 
the fir»t to roach the shorc. 

Wo had fastened to the horns or neck of each animal a cord with a float 
attached to the end, and now embarking, we gathered up these floats, set sdl, 
and steered for shore, drawing our heixl after us. 

Delighted with the successful accomplishment of our task, we got out s(Hne 
biscuits and enjoyed a midday meal ; then, while Fritz amused himself with his 
ni-^nkey, I took up my glas^ and tried t') make out how our dear ones on shore 
were euioloying tliemselves. As I was thus engaged, a sudden shout from Fritz 
sur])riscu mo. I glanced up ; there stood Fritz with his gun to his shoulder, 
pointing it at a huge shark ; the monster was making for one of the finest of the 
sheep ; he turned on his side to seize his prey ; as the white of his belly appeared 
Fiitz fired. The shot took cfl'ect, and our enemy disappeared, leaving a trace of 
blood on the calm water. 

" Well done, my boy," T ( ried, " you will become a crack shot one of these 
days; but I trust you will not often have such dangerous game to shoot." Fritz's 
eyes sparkled at liis success and my praise, and reloading his gun, cardTully 
watched the water. But the shark uiu not again appear, and borne onwards 
by tlie breeze, we (juickly neared the shore. Steering the boat to a convenient 
binding place, I cast off the ropes which secured the animals, and let them get 
ashore as best they might. 

There was no sign of my wife or childi-cn when we stepped on land, but a few 
moments afterwards they appeared, and Avith a shout of joy ran towards us. We 
Were thankful to bo once more united, and after asking and replying to a few 
preliminary auestions, i)roceeded to release our heid from their swimming belts, 
wliich, thoiign so useful in the water, were exceediugly inconvenient on shore. 
My wife was astonished at the apparatus. 

" IIow clever you are," said she. 

" I am not the inventor," I replied, "the honour is due to Fritz. He not 
only thought of this plan for bringing ofi' the animals, but saved one at least of 
them from a most fearful death." And I then told them how bravely he had 
encountered the shark. 

My wife was delighted with her son's success, but declared that she would 
dread our trips to the vessel more than ever, knowing that such savage fish in- 
habited the waters. 

Fritz, Ernest, and I began the work of unloading our craft, while Jack, seeing 
that the poor donkey was still encumbered with his swimming belt, tried to free 
him from it. But the donkey would not stand quiet, and the chUd's fingei-s 
were not strong enough to loosen the cordage ; finally, therefore, he scrambled 
upon the animal's back, and urging him on ^vith hand and foot, ti'otted towards 
us. 

" Come, my boy," I said, " no one must be idle here, even for a moment ; vou 
will have riding practice enough hereafter ; dismount and come and help us.'* 

Jack was soon on his feet. "I3ut I have not been idle all day," he said; " look 
here ! ** and he nointed to a belt round his waist. It was a broad belt of yellow 
liair in wliich ne had stuck a couple of pistols and a knife. "And see,'* 
he added, " what I have made for the dogs. Here, Juno, Turk,*' the dogs came 
bounding up at his call, and I saw that they were each supplied with a collar of 
the same skin, in which were fastened nails, which bristled roimd their necks in 
a most formidable manner. 

" Capital^ capital ! my boy^" said I, " but where diOi -^ow t^^t -^ovw materials, 
and woo belpcayou ? " 
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"Except in cuMJue the ikin," said myvife, "he had so aseistiinct, and u 
for the malerUb, Fritz's jacknl supplied ub with the skin, and the needlea and 
thread c&meout of my wonderful bag. Yeu little tliinli how mBuyueeful thing) 
•aaj be hod iioni that same bag ' it is woman's duty and nature j ou koow to 
Bee after tnfles 

Pntz e identl d d not Bpproye of the ub" to wh h his a kal 9 hide 
had ^een devote 1 and holding hie noec b „gcd lus li t brother to keep 
at a distance 

reallj' Ja k 
he said }ou 



1 14 diBguet- _^^^ 



hide that smella 
at all retorted 
Jack it 19 J our 
nast% jackal tself 
that )ou left in 
ihp Bun 

Hon' bojB 
said I no quar 
relUng here do 
}ou Ja k help 
your brother to 

to ^e sea and if 
jonr belt 9iiellB 
after that ou 
must take it ofi 
and dry it bet 



-we then finished 

our work of un 

loading our boat 

When Una wa9 

accomptiBhed ve 

started for our 

tent, and finding 

there no prepara 

tion for BUpper I 

BBid Fntz let 

us have a West- '»™ '■"'■i-' i-'.Li?rED. 

phalian ham." 

" Ernest," said my wife, smiling, " let U9 see if we cannot conjure up some 
egp-" 

Friti got out a splendid ham and earned it to bia mother triuinphanlly, while 
Ernest set before me a doxen white balls with pardimcut-like FoveriDge, 

"Turtles' eggal" said I. "Well done, linieet, where did you get 
them?" 

" That," replied my wife, " aball be told in due coui-sa viliB'a "Ha -sola's."! ■ma 
adventure9 ; now we will see what they will do ^o^mia -mttVai^ a. wiv»™ fe* 
j-Mt; irifi (fieMsmJyouthiunldonottlBiikiretiiB.liatBXN'i." -w,-iai 

i«riDffiB7wifetopreparesupper,-we leWinwi WftieAin^ea^"^™'''*'?^ ' 
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what of the cargo wo had left thbrc ; iheh) having collbcied our herd of anhnala, 
we retiimed to the tent. . 

The meal which awaited us wad as uiilike the first ^upper we had thfere 
ehjoycd as possible. My wii"© had improvised a table of a otiard laid on two 
casks, on this was spread a wliitb damask tablecloth, oil which were placed 
knives, forks, spoons, and plates for each person. A tureen of good soup first 
appeared, followed by a capital omelette, then slices of the ham ; and finally 
some Dutch cheese, butter, and biscuits, with a bottle of the captain's canary 
wine, completed the repast. 

While we thus regaled ourselves, I related to my wife our adventures, and 
then bcp:ged she would remember her promise and tell me all that had happened 
in my absence. 



CHAPTER III. 

Tlie uiother relates lier adventures — Pro]»o.scii that we should, build a nest — How Jack 
treated the Jackal skin— How the l)()ys were surprised by a Bustard— How they 
found the Mangrove tree — How the dogs cauglit the crabs — We discuss the possi- 
T)ility of making a house in tlic tree— To bed once more— We start for the wreck— 
The shark again— Return to land— Franz's craw-fish— Bridge-building— We pack 
uf) — A family removing in patriarchal style — A prickly enemy— Jack shoots it — We 
i-each our new home— Fritz rids our poultry of an enemy— Little Franz finds the 
^gs — Dinner— We prepare materials for our nest— FJamingocs— Roast and tame — 
Tne use of trigonometry— A cord carried over the bough — The rope ladder made— 
We mount our tree— Sleep under the roots— The building of the nest— Retire to 
roost for the first time. 

" I WILL spare vou a description, (said my wife,) of our first day's occupa- 
tions ; truth to tell, I spent the time chiefly in anxious thought and watching 
your progress and signals. I rose very early this morning, and with the utmost 
joy perceiving your signal that all was right, hastened to reply to it, and then 
while my sons yet slumbered, I satdowTi and be^an to consider how our position 
could be improved. * For it is perfectly impossible,* said I to mjself, * to live 
much longer where we are now. The sun oeats buniingly the livelong day on 
this bare rocky spot, our only shelter is this poor tent, beneath the canvas of 
which the heat is even more oppressive than on the open shore. AVhv should 
not I and my little boys exert ourselves as well as my husband and Fritz ? 
AVhy should not we too try to acconinlish something useful? If we could but 
exchange tliis melancholy and unwholesome abode for a pleasant shady dwelling- 
place, we should all improve in health and spirits. Among those delightful 
woods and groves where Fritz and his father saw so many charming things, I 
feel sure there must be some little retreat where we could establish ourselves 
comfortably ; there must be, and I will find it.' 

" By this time the boys were up, and I observed Jack very quietly and busily-- 
occupied with his knife about the spot where Fritz's jackal lay. Watching his 
proceedings, I saw that he had cut two long naiTOw strips of the animal's skin, 
which he cleaned and scraped very carefully, and then taking a handful of great 
nails out of his pocket, he stuck thtm through tlie skin points outwards, after 
which he cut strips of canvas sailcloth twice as broad as the thongs, doubled 
them, and laid them on the raw side of the skin so as to cover the broad flat 
nail heads. At this point of the performance. Master Jack came to me with the 
agreeable request that I would kindly stitch the canvas and (nioist) skin toge- 
ther for him. I gave him needles and thread, but could not think of depriving 
him of the pleasure of doing it himself. 

^ ^'Howeverf when I saw how good-humo\ircd\y \ie "i^T&fc\^t<id in. the work 
7P7fIi Ma awkward unskilful fingers, I took pity ujoil \msi, wi<i tosiQ^^TOi^ ^^ 
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disgust 1 felt, finished liniiig the skin dog-collars he had so ingeniously con- 
trived* After this I was called upon to complete in the same way a fine oelt of 
skin he had made for himself. I advised liiin to think of some tn^ans by which 
the skin might be kept from shrinking. 

^* Ernest, although rather treating Jack's manufacture with ridicule, proposed 
a sensible enough plan, which Jack forthwith put into execution. He nailed 
the skin, stretched flat, on a board, and put it in the sun to dry. 

" My scheme of a journey was agreed to joyously by my young companions. 
Preparations were instantly set on foot : weapons and provisions provided : the 
two elder bovs carrying guns, while they gave mc charge of the water flask, and 
a small hatchet. 

" Leaving everything in as good order as we could at the tent, we proceeded 
towards the stream, accompanied by the dogs. Turk, who had accompanied \ou 
on yoiu: first expedition, seemed immediately to understand that we wighcd to 
pureue the same route, and proudly led the way;. • 

** As I looked at my two young sons, each with his gun, and considered how 
much the safety of the party depended on these little fellows, I felt grateful 
to you, dear husband, for naving acquainted them in childhood with the use of 
fire-arms. 

" Filling our water-jar, wc crossed the stream, and went on to the height from 
whence, as you described, a lovely prospect is obtained, at the sight of which a 
pleasurable sensation of buo} ant' hope, to which I had long been a stranger, 
awoke within my breast. 

" A pretty little wood in the distance attracted my notice particularly, and 
tliither we directed our course. But soon finding it impossible to force our way 
through the tall strong grass which grew in dense luxuriance higher than tho 
children's heads, we turned towards the open beach on our left, and following 
it we reached a point much nearer the little wood, when, quitting tho strand, 
we made towards it. 

" "We had not enth-ely escaped the tall grass, however, and with the utmost 
fatigue and difiiculty were struggling thi'ough the reeds, when suddenly a great 
rushing noise tenified us all dreadfully. A very large and powerful bird sprang 
upward on the wing. Both boys attempted to take aim, but the bird was far 
away before they were ready to tire. 

" * Oh dear, what a pity ! * exclaimed Ernest ; * now if I had only had my 
light gun, and if the biid had not flown quite so fast, I should have brought him 
down directly ! ' 

" * Oh yes,' said I, * no doubt you would be a capital sportsman if only yoiu: 
game would always give you time to make ready comfortably.* 

" * But I had no notion that anything was gomg to fly up just at our feet liko 
that,' cried he. 

" *A good shot,' I replied, *mu8t be prepared for surprises: neither wild 
birds nor wild beasts will send you notice vaaX they are about to fly or to run/ 

" * What sort of bird can it have been ? ' enquired Jack. 

" * Oh, certainly it must have been an eagle,' answered little Franz, *it was 
so very big ! ' 

" Just as if every big bird must be an eagle ! ' replied Ernest, in a tone of 
deiision. 

*' * Let's see where he was sitting, at all events ! ' said I. 

** Jack sprang towards the place, and instantly a second bird, rather larger 
than the first, rushed upward into the air, with a most startling noise. 

*'The boys stoDd Ptaring upwards, perfectly stupefied, while I laughed 
heartily, saying, ' Well, you are first-rate sportsmen, to be sure ! You certainly 
will keep my larder famously well supplied ! * 

" At this, Ernest coloured up, and looked inclined to pry, while Jack put 
on a comical face, pulled off" his cap, and with a low bow, c«A1r,6l vilX^st >is^ 
fugitive: 

" * Adieu ioY the prescntj sir ! I live in hopes oi aiio\Xie^ iiiGG\m^\'' j, 

"Go searching the ground carefully, we diacovexe^ a. ra^'a ^^^^^^ «A.\^'2sJv.^ss^s*»^ 
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untidily of dry grass. It was empty, although we perceived broken egg-shells 
at no great distance, and concluded that the young brood had escaped among the 
ffrass, which, in fact, we could see was waving at a little distance, as the little 
Dirds ran through it. 

" * Now look here, Franz,' said Ernest, presently, * just consider how this bird 
could by any possibility have been an eagle. Eagles never build on the ground, 
neither can their young leave the nest and run as soon as they are out of the 
G%%. That is a peculiarity of the gallinaceous tribe of birds alone, to which 
then these must belong. The species, I think, is indicated by the white belly 
and dull red colour of the wing coverts which I observed in these specimens, and 
I believe them to be bustards, especially as I noticed in the largest the fine 
moustache-like feathers over the beak, peculiar to the Great Bustard." 

" ' My dear boy I ' I said, * your eyes were actively employed, I must confess, 
if your finj^crs were unready with the gun. And after all, it is just as well 
pernaps, that we have not tlirown the bustard's family into mourning.' 

"Tlius chatting, we at length approached my pretty wood. Numbers of 
birds fluttered and sang among the high branches, but I did not encourage the 
boys in their wish to try to shoot any of the happy little creatures. We were 
lost in admiration of the trees of this grove, and 1 cannot describe to you how 
wonderful they are, nor can you form the least idea of their enormous size witJi- 
out seeing them yourself. What we had been calling a wood proved to be a 
group of about a dozen trees only, and, what was strange, the roots sustained 
the massive trunks exalted in the air, forming strong arches, and props and 
stays all around each individual stem, which was firmly rooted in the centre. 

** I gave Jack some twine, and scrambling up one of the curious open-air roots, 
he succeeded in measuring round the trunk itself, and made it out to be about 
eighteen yards. I saw no sort of fruit, but the foliage is thick and abundant, 
throwing delicious shade on the ground beneath, which is carpeted with soft 
green herbage, and entirely free from thorns, briars, or bushes of any kind. It 
is the most charming resting-place that ever was seen, and I ana the boys 
enjoyed our mi'lday meal immensely in this glorious palace of the woods, so 
crateful to our senses after the glare and heat of our journey thither. The dogs 
joined us after a while. They had lingered behind on the sea-shore, and I was 
surprised to see them lie down and go comfortably to sleep without begging for 
food, as they do usually when we eat. 

" The longer we remained in this enchanting place, the more did it charm my 
fancy ; and if we could but manage to live in some sort of dwelling up among 
the Dranches of those grand, noble trees, I should feel perfectlv safe ana happy. 
It seemed to me absurd to suppose we should ever find another place half so 
lovely, 80 I determined to search no further, but return to the beach and see 
if anything from the wreck had been cast up by the waves, which we could 
carry away with us. 

" Before starting, Jack persuaded me to sit quietly a little longer, and finish 
making liis belt and the spike-collars for the dogs, for you must know that the 
child had actually been cari-ying the board on which these were stretched all 
this time, so that they should get the full benefit of the sun. As they were now 
quite dry, I completed them easily, and Jack girded on the belt with great 
j)ride, placing his pistols in it, and marching about in a most self-important 
style, while Ernest fitted the collars on the two dogs. 

** On reaching the shore, we found it strewed with many articles, doubtless of 
value, but all too heavy for us to lift. We rolled some casks, however, beyond 
highwater mark, and dragged a chest or two also higher on the beach ; and, 
while doing so, observed that our dogs were busy among the rocks. They were 
carefully watching the crevices and pools, arid every now and then would 
pounce downwards and seize something which they swallowed with apparent 

relish. 

" * They are eating crabs,' said Jack. * No wonder they have not seemed 

Jiunffry lately. * 
^'And, sure enough, they were catching the AiUle pee\i cm^» -^nJOcL ^\o5^ 
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the water abounded. These, however, did not apparently entirely satisfy 
them. 

" Some time afterwards, just as we were about to turn inland towards the 
ford, we noticed that Juno was scraping in the sand, and turning up some 
round substances, which she hastily devoured. Ernest went to see what 
these were, and reported in his calm way that the dog had found turtles' 
eggs. 

" * Oh,' cried I, * then let us by all means share in the booty ! ' Mrs. Juno, 
however, did not at all approve of this, and it was with some diflBculty that we 
drove her aside while we gathered a couple of dozen of the eggs, stowing them 
in ourprovision bags. 

** While thus employed, we caught sight of a sail which appeared to be 
merrily approaching the shore beyond the clif&. Ernest declared it must be 
our nut. Little Franz, always naving the fear of savages before his eyes, 
began to look frightened, and for a moment 1 myself was doubtful what to 
think, 

** However, we hastened to the stream ; and, crossing it by the stepping- 
stones, came in sight of the landing-place, where we joyfully met you. 

"Now I hope you approve of the proceedings of your exploring party, and 
that to-morrow you will do me the favour of packing everjrthing up, and taking 
us away to Uve amongst my splendid trees." 

** Ay, little wife," said I; *' so that is your idea of comfort and security, is it ! 
A tree, I do not know how many feet high, on which we are to perch and roost 
like the birds ? If we had but wings or a balloon, it would, I own, be a capital 
plan." 

" Laugh as much asyou like," returned my wife, " my idea is not so absurd 
as you make it out. We should be safe up there from jackals' visits during the 
night. And I know I have seen at home m Switzerland, quite a pretty arbour, 
with a strong floor, upamong the branches of a lime tree, and we went up a 
staircase to reach it. Why could not we contrive a place like that, where we 
could sleep safelv at night ? " 

" I will consider the idea seriously, my wife," said I; "perhaps something 
may come of it, after all ! Meantime, as' we have finished supper, and night 
is coming on, let us commend ourselves to Almighty protection and retire to 
rest." 

Beneath the shelter of our tent, we all slept soundly, like marmots, until 
break of day ; when, my wife and I awaking, took counsel together as to future 
proceedings. 

Beferring to the task she had the previous evening proposed for me, I 
remarked Qiat to underta1<e it would involve so many difficulties that it was 
highly necessary to look closely into the subject. 

" In the first place," said I, " I am unwilling hastily to quit a spot to which 
I am convinced we were providentially led as a landing-place. See how secure 
it is ; guarded on all sides by these high cliffs, and accessible only by the 
narrow passage to the ford, while from tlus point it is so easy to reach the ship 
that the whole of its valuable cargo is at our disposal. Suppose we decide to 
stay patiently here for the present— until, at leas^ we have brought on shore 
everything we possibly can r " 

** 1 agree with you to a certain extent, dear husband," replied she; **but you 
do not know how dreadfully the heat among the rocks liies me. It is almost in- 
tolerable to us who remain here all day while you and Fritz are away out at sea, 
or wandering among the shady woods, where cool fruits refresh, and fair scenes 
delight you. As to the contents of the ship, an immense deal has been cast 
ashore, and I would much rather give up all the remainder, and be spared the 
painful anxiety it gives me when you even talk of venturing again on the faUh- 
Ibss deep." 

"Well, I must admit tlmi there is muchri^it on ^omt ^vdi^;' "^ ^^Tv>C\:Ks\a^\ 
«* suppose we were to remove to your chosen abode, aiidTtts^KA \JdS&\'2>^>*<'1 lias^^s^ 
our magajfine and place of retreat in case of dangex. \ tws^d. %^«^^ x^roAa^ ^ 
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fltill more secure, by blasting portions of the rock with gunpowder. But a 
bridges must be constructed in tbe first place, to enable us to cross bag and 
baggage." 

** Oh, I shall be parched to death before we can leave this place, if a bridge 
has to be made," cried my wife impatiently. " Why not just take our things 
on our bnoks and wade across as we have done already \ The cow and the 
donkov could carry a great deal." 

"Tnat they will have to do, in whatever fashion we make the move," said I; 
" but bags and baskets we must have, to put things in, and if you will turn your 
attention to providing those, I will set about the bridge at once. It will be 
wanted not once, but continually ; the stream will probably swell and be impass- 
able at times, and even as it is, an accident might happen.*' 

"Well! well!" cried my wife, ** I submit to your opinion; only pray set 
about it without delay, for I long to bo off. It is an excellent idea to make a 
strong place among the cliffs here; the gunpowder especially, I shall be delighted 
to see stored here when we go away, for it is frightfully dangerous to keep so 
much as wo have close to our habitation." 

*' Gunpowder is indeed the most dangerous and at the same time most useful 
thing we have," said I, " and for both these reasons we must be especially care- 
ful of it. In time I will hollow out a place in the rock where we can store it 
safe from either fire or damp." 

By this moi-ning's consultation we had settled the weighty question of our 
change of abode, and also chalked out work for the day. 

Wlien the children heard of the proposed move their joy was boundless ; they 
began at once to talk of it as our "journey to the Promised Land," and only 
regretted that time must bo " wasted," as they said, in bridge-building before it 
could be undertaken. 

Every one being impatient for breakfast that work might be begun at once, the 
cow and goats were milked, and, having enjoyed a comfortable meal of biscuit 
boiled in milk, I prepared to start for the wreck, in order to obtain planks for 
the proposed bridge. Ernest as well as Fritz accompanied me, and we were soon 
within the influence of the current, and were carried swiftly out to sea. Fritz 
was steering, and we had no sooner passed beyond the islet at the entrance of the 
bay, so as to come in sight of its seaward beach, than we were astonished to see 
a countless multitude of sea-birds, guUa, and others, which rose like a cloud in 
the air, disturbed by our approach, and deafened us by their wild and screaming 
cries. Fritz caught up his gun, and would have sent a shot among them had I 
permitted it. I was very curious to find out what could be the great attraction 
for all this swarm of feathered fowl ; and availing myself of a fresh breeze from 
the sea, I set the sail and directed our course towards the island. 

The swelling sail and flying pennant charmed Ernest, w^ile Fritz bent his 
keen eyes eagerly towards the sandy shore, where the flocks of birds were again 
settling. 

Presently ho shouted : " Aha ! now I see what they are after ! They hav© got 
a huge monster of a fish there, and a proper feast they are making I Let's have 
a nearer look at it, father ! " 

We could not take our boat very close in, but we managed to effect a landing 
at a short distance from the festive scene ; and, securing the raft by casting a 
rope round a large stone, we cautiously drew near the object of interest. 

It proved to be a monstrous fish, on whose flesh these multitudes of birds were 
ravenously feeding ; and it was extraordinary to watch the ferocity, the envy, 
the gluttony, and all manner of evil passions, exhibited among tiie guests at this 
banquet. 

" There was nothing on this sandy beach when we passed yesterday, I am 
certain, father," said Fritz. " It seems strange to see this creature stranded 
here." 

" Why, Fritz ! " cried Ernest, " it must be the shark ! your shark, you know ! 
T believe lean see where you hit him in the head." 
*^rou are right, I do beUeve, Ernest," Bald I, " lliougVil VSoijaV: ^jcrax Vx&s^^asAi- 
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tion onlj can diBtinguigh the gun-eliot wounds among all the pecking and 
traring of tlie voraoious birds Ihcro. Just louk, boys, at those tiirilic jaws, 
bpnpalh the BtranEely projecting snout. See the rowa upon rows of murderoua 
te«Lh, nud Ihoiik (Jodwc were deiivered fmin them ! Let us try if wo ran induce 
these greedy birds to spare us a bit of (he sbnik's skin; it is extremely rough, 
and vhea iby may be used like a file.' ' 

Emest drew the ramnid fcom hia gun, and charged bo manfully into the rrowd, 
that itiiking right and left he apcedily killed seferal, whilat moat of the otho™ 
took Ui flight. Fritz detached some raoad strips of ^in with hia knife, and we 
returned towards the boat. 

Perceiving with aatiB/action that the shore was strewn with juat the sort o( 
boarda and planks I wanted, I lo«t no time in collecting them ; and, forming a 
raft to tow afl«r us, we were in a short time able to direct Our course homewuiil, 
without visiting the wreck at nil. As we sailed along, extremely well pleasi'd 
with our good fortune, Fntx, by my direction, nailed part of the shark a akin 
fiat on bowda to dry in the sun, and the rest on tho rounded maat. 

" Wilt that be a good plan, father F " enquired he, " it will be quite bent and 
crooked when it hardens." 

" 'Xhftt Jl juat what I want it to 
be," said I, "we may happen to 
find it useful in that form ns well 
aa Bat. It would be beautiful 
shngrccn if we could smooth and 

" I thought," remarked Einest, 
"that abagi-aes was made from 

"And you thought rightly, " 
BMd I- *■ The beat abagreen is 
wepared in Turkey, I'ersia, and 
Tartary, from th« skin* at hotaes 

nnil auea. In these skins, tho 

VOIffihncss ia (iroiluicd aitifieially ; 

wWio the akin ia newly Hayed 

and still soft, hard grains of corn 

aie spread on the under surface, 

and ptessed into it as it driea. iliuae grains aro oflerwaiJa icuioicd, and the 

roMshnesa ipiparted to the appearance o( the akin reinaina indcliblj- ; shagreen 

ia useful ii) polishing joiners work, and itiamnde in }''rancefiom the rough 

skin of a hideoua creature called the angcl-fish." 

" Angel-Hiih I " exclaimed Fritz, " what a name to give anything ' hideoue,' 
father ! " 

" There are had angels as well as good onea," obaefved Ernest, in his dry, 
quiet way; "il is better to leave people to see foi- thematlvea which (l. 

By thii tiiae tie were close iti ahcre ; and, lowering the sail, w« soon had 
our craft with tbe raft in tcm, saftily moored to the bank. 

Ho one was in sight, not a aound to be heard, so with united voice we gave a 
loud cheery halloo, which after a while waa answered in drill tones, and the 
mother with her two boys came running from behind the high rocka between ua 
and the stream, eaoh carrying a small bundle in u bandkorchtef, while UtUe 
Franz held aloft a landing net. 

Our return so soon was ^uite unexpected, and they anxiously inquired the 
reason, whicji we aeon explained ; and then the mysterioua hundlea were opened, 
and a great number of Sue crawfish displayed ; whose effbrts to eaeape by 
•cuttling away in every direction, directly they were placed in a twa.-^ oin 'Ctt 

Cund, caused immense fun andlaughtcr as tWhmaTO.t&\\6in\ii'^^cM.'6^^*'*?sv 
k,onlyto6niioH'erascramblinaoffinail,oiendiSBten,1-«o.\a- , „..^ 

"Sow, fatber, bire we cot done weU, ttfAaj \ " cneA.latUi^'fti^'S*'**^***'^ 
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such a splendid crawfiHh ? Oh, there were thousands of them, and I am siure w« 
have got two hundred here at least. Just look at their claws ! " 

"No doubt you were the discoverer of these fine crabs, eh Jack ? ** said I. 

** No ! fancy young Franz being the lucky man ! '* answered he. *' He and J 
went towards the stream while mother was busy, just to look for a good place 
for the bridge. Franz was picking up peblues and alabasters, some beeause 
they were so pretty, some to strike sparks with in the dark, and some 
he insisted were *gold.' *Jack!' *Jack!* cried he presently, 'come and 
see the crabs on Fritz's jackal ! ' You know we threw it away there, and to be 
sxire it was swarming with these creatures. Are you glad we nave found them, 
father ? Will they be good to eat ? ' » 

" Verj^ excellent, my boy, and we may be thankful that food for our wants is 
thus provided day by day." 

"When each party had related the day's adventures, and while the mother was 
cooking the crawfish, we went to bring our store of planks to land. Eren this 
apparently simple operation required thought, ana I had to Improvise rope« 
harness for the cow and the donkey, by which we could make them drag each 
board separately from the water's e(fge to the marrin of the stream. 

Jack snowed me where he thought the bridge snould be, and I certainly saw 
no better place, as the banks were at that point tolerably close to one anotiier, 
steep, and of about equal height. 

*' How shall we find out if our planks are long enough to reach across ? '' said 
I. "A surveyor's table would be useful now." 

" What do you say to a ball of string, father? " said Ernest. "Tie one end 
to a stone, throw it across, then draw it back, and measure the line ! " 

Adopting my son's idea, we speedily ascertained the distance across to be 
eighteen feet. Then allowing three feet more at each side, I calculated twenty- 
four feet as the necessary length of the boards. 

The question as to how the planks were to be laid across was a difficult one. 
We resolved to discuss it during dinner, to which we were now summoned. And 
my wife, as we sat resting, displayed to me her needlework. With hard labour 
had she made two large canvas bags for the ass to carry. Having no suitable 
needle, she had been obliged to bore the hole for each stiteh wim a nail, and 
gained great praise for her ingenuity and patience. Dinner was quickly des- 
patched, as we were all eager to continue our engineering work. A scheme had 
occurred to me for conveying one end of a plank across the water, and I set about 
it in this way. There fortunately were one or two trees close to the stream on 
either side ; I attached a rope pretty near one end of a beam, and slung it loosely 
to the tree beside us ; then, fastening a long rope to the other end, I crossed 
with it by means of broken rocks and stones, and having a pulley and block, I 
soon arranged the rope on a strong limb of the opposite tree, again returning 
with the end to our own side. 

Now putting my idea to the proof, I brought the ass and the cow^ and fasten- 
ing this rope to the harness I had previously contrived for them, I drove them 
steadily away from the bank. To my great satisfaction, and the surprise and 
delight of the boys, the end of the plank which had been laid alongside the 
stream began gently to move, rose higher, turned, and soon projecting over tiie 
water continued to advance, until, having described the segment of a circle, 
it reached the opposite bank ; I stopped my team, the plank rested on the 
ground, the bridge was made ! So at least thought Fritz and Jack, who in a 
moment were lightly running across the narrow way, shouting joyiully as they 
sprang to the other side. 

Our work was now comparatively easy. A second and third plank were laid 
beside the first ; and when these were carefully secured at each end to the 
ground and to the trees, we very quickly laid sfiort boards side by side across 
the beams, the boys nailing them hghtly down as I sawed them in lengths ; and 
when this was done, our bridge was pronounced complete. Nothing could 
exceed the excitement of the children. They danced to and fro on the won- 
derful structure, singing^ shoutiiig, and cnttiBg t\ie m\<ie%\, cv^ect^. 
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I must confess I heartily sympathized with their triumphant feelings. 

Now that the work was done, we began to feel how much we were fatigued, 
and gladly returned to our tent for refreshment and repose. 

Next morning, while we breakfasted, I made a little speech to my sons on the 
subject of the im))ortant move we were about to make, wishing to mipress them 
with a sense of the absolute necessity of great caution. 

*' Remember," said I, "that, although you all begin to feel very much at your 
ease here, we are yet comnlete strangers to a variety of dangers which may 
surprise us unawares. I cnarge you, therefore, to maintain good order, and 
keep together on the march. No aarting off into bye- ways, Jack. No lingering 
behind to philosophise, Ernest. And now all hands to work." 

The greatest activity instantly prevailed in our camp. Some collected pro- 
visions, others packed kitchen utensils, tools, rones, and hammocks, arranging 
them as burdens for the cow and ass. My wife pleaded for a seat on the latter 
for her litle Franz, and assuring me likewise that she could not possibly leave 
the poultry, even for a night, nor exist an hour without her magic bag, I agreed 
to do my best to please her, without downright cruelty to animals. 

Away ran the cmldren to catch the cocks and hens. Great chasing, fluttering, 
and cackling ensued ; but with no success whatever, until the mother recalled 
her panting sons, and, scattering some handfuls of grain within the open tent, soon 
decoyed the fowls and pigeons into the enclosure ; where, when the curtain was 
dropped, they were easily caught, tied together, and placed on the cow. This 
amiable and, phlegmatic animal had stood calmly chewing the cud, while 
package alter package was disposed on her broad back, nor did she now 
object even to this noisy addition to her load. I placed a couple of half-hoops 
over all ; and, spreading sail-cloth on them, put the fowls in darkness, and they 
rapidly became quiet ; and the cow, -with the appearance of having a small 
waggon on her back, was ready to start. 

Franz was firmly seated on the ass, amidst bags and bundles of all sorts and 
sizes ; they rose about him like cushions and pillows, and his curly head rested 
on the precious magic bag, which surmounted all the rest. 

Having filled the tent with the things we left behind, closing it carefully, and 
ranging chests and casks around it, we were finally ready to be off, each well 
equipped and in the highest spirits. 

Fntz and his mother led the van. 

Franz (the young cavalier), and the sober-minded cow followed them closely. 

Jack conducted the goats ; one of these had also a rider, for Knips ♦ the monkey 
was seated on his foster-mother, whose patience was sorely tried by his restlsss- 
ness and playful tricks. 

The sheep were under Ernest's care, and I brought up the rear of this patri- 
archal band, while the two dogs kept constantly running backwards and forwards 
in the character of aides-de-camp. 

"We seem delightfully like those simple and pastoral tribes I have read of," 
said Ernest, as we proceeded, " whose whole lives are spent in shifting fi'om 
place to place, without any wish to settle.'* 

" Yes," said I. " Among the Arabs, Tartars, and some other Eastern nations, 
this mode of life is natural. They for that reason are called Nomades. 

** These tribes are amply provided with camels and horses, and effect their 
journeys more quickly and conveniently than we are likely to do with these 
deliberate quadrupeds of ours. Whatever you yoimg folks may think, I suspect 
your mother and I will be quite satisfied with one such undertaking. At least I 
nope she will be contented with the nest she intends me to build for her up in 
her wonderful trees." 

With honest pride I introduced my wife to my bridge, and after receiving 
from her what I considered well-merited praise for my skill in its construction, 
we passed over it in grand procession, reinforced unexpectedly on the opposite 
side by the arrival of our cross-grained old sow. The v^Tse«fc <st%»^xa.<i\i5b^ 

* German, Knipps, a mannVkm. 
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obstinAtely tesisted our attempts to bring her with ns, but ^tiding heneH 
deserted, nad followed of her own accord, testifj'ing in the most unmistakable 
manner, by angry gnmts and squeals, her entire disapproval of our proceedings. 

I soon found Tfe must, as before, turn down to the sea-beach, for not only did 
the rank grass impede our progress, but it also tempted the animals to break 
away from us, ana, but for our watchful dogs, we might have lost several of 
them. 

On the firm open sands we were making good wi^, when to my annoyance, 
both our dogs suddenlv left us, and springing into the thick cover to our right, 
eommenced a furious Barking, folloidng by howling as if in fbar and violent 
pain. 

Not for a moment doubting that some dangerous animal was at hand, I 
hastened to the spot, remarking as I went the characteristic behatiour of my 
tiiree sons. 

Fritz cocked his gun and advanced boldly, but with caution. 

Ernest looked disconcerted, and drew back, but got ready to Are. 

WhUe Jack hurried after Fritz, without so much as unslinging his gun fs^m. 
his shoulders. 

Before I could come up with them, I heard Jack shouting excitedly, 

" Father ! father ! come quickly ! a huge porcupine \ a most enormous porCO- 
fdne ! " 

Sure enough, the dogs were rushing roufid and roimd a porcupine, aind hftvizig 
attempted to seize it, were already severely wounded by its quills, ^ach tiitl6 
thev came near, the creature, with a rattling noise, bristled up its spliles. 

Somewhat to my amusement, while we Were looking at the curious defence 
this creature was making, little Jack ^teppcd close up to it, iKth a po6kei 
pistol in his hand, and shot it dead, makmg sure of it bj a couple of hear^ ntptf 
on the head, and then giving way to a burst of boyish exultation, he dttUed 
upon us to help to convey his prize to his mother. This it was not by any 
means easy to ao. Sundry attempts resulted in bloody fingers, till Jack, taking 
his pocket-handkerchief, and fastening one comer round its neck, tfltt fM^ 
dragging it after him to where his mother awaited us. 

"Hullo, mother! here's a jolly beast, isn^t it? 1 shot it, and it's good tO 
eat ! Father says so ! I only wish you had seen how it terrified the dogiL and 
heard the rattling^ and i-ustline of its spines. Oh, it is a fearful creattire ! 

Ernest, examining it carefully, pronounced its incisor teeth, its ears and feet-, 
to resemble those of the human race, and pointed out the curious crest of stiff 
hairs on its head and neck. 

** I have read of another species," said he, " called the Tuft- tailed Porcupine, 
which must be even more curious-looking than this is. It has short flat quills, 
and a scaly tail ending in an extraordinary tuft, like a bunch of naiTow strips 
of parchment. It cannot be such a disagreeaole enemy to encounter as this 
feltow." 

" "Were you not afraid. Jack," asked I, " lest the porcupine should cast some 
of his quills like darts at you P " 

** Of course not,*' returned he, " 1 know well enough that is nothing but a 
fable ! " 

" A fable ! " said I, " why look at your mother ! she is drawing five or six 
iBpines out of each of the dogs ! " 

" Ah, those stuck into them when they so fiercely fell upon it in their attack. 
Those are the shortest quills, and seem very slightly fixed m its skin. The long 
quills bent aside when Juno pressed against them.' 

" You are perfectly right, my boy," said I ; " there is no truth in the old idea 
of shooting out the spines. But now, shall we leave this prickly booty of yours, 
or attempt t<J take it with us P " 

" Oh, please, father, let us take it ! "Wli^, it is good to eat ! " 

Smiling at the child's eagerness, and willing to please him, I made a some- 
what awkward bundle of the porcupine, wrapping it in several folds of cloth, 
nnd added it to the donkey*B load. 
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"Well done, Fritz!" cried I, "Our cocks and hciis would 




unfortunate night of i^-hut for this lunkj shot of yoUra. It Is 1 
hns left no companjon near jit hand. Tou must be on the took -oi 

"How. curious itaeems," remarked Ernest, " that God should create hurtful 
animals like thia." 

" To our feeble and narrow vision many ot the ways of the Infinite and 
Et£tnaJ Mind are imiomprehenaible," I replied. "What our limited reason 
cannot grasp, let us be content to acknoniedge as Hie workings of Almighty 
power and wisdom, and "thankfully trust in tiiat ' Hock,* which, were it not 
' higher than ' we, would afford BO sense of security to the immortal Boul. That 
animals should prey upon one another is a means of preserving a due balance 
in the world of nature, and in many ways theae beasts of prey are also useful to 
man. "Wliat beautifol and warm furs are procured by hunters just in those 
eountriea where iw other eovering would defend the inhabitants from the wintry 
cold ! — aa, for instance, the skins of bears, wolverines, niA Kti*.\R laj.s*,''S;A. 
calsjand fiianj- othets." 

"Thoekin ottboaea], orae.i-dog, is aUo va\iiiOb\e,'' s&V&'^Ta.^^- 

"Itie," I replied, "and in ita own element that creiAiw ■p^t^* 
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dog did on land animals before his race became domesticated by man. But 
now, Fritz, tell us how you obtained your prize." 

" Observing that something moved among the branches," said he, " I went 
softly round the tree with my gun, and making sure the creature was a wild 
cat I fired and brought it down. It was severely wounded, but, rising in a 
fury, it attempted to climb the tree, when I, luckily having a loaded pistol, 
gave it a quietus. And do tell me, father, what sort of cat it is.** 

** It is a mercy the brute did not fly at your throat instead of attempting to 
escape," said I. ''It belongs to a fierce and blood-thirsty raoe— that of the 
ocelots or tiger-cats, natives of the tropical parts of America. I should say Ihis 
was a margay, and as it would have proved a cruel foe, not only of our poultry, 
but also of our sheep and goats, I am well pleased that you have rid us of iV* 

" May I have the beautiful skin, father r And will you tell me what will be 
the best use to make of it ? '* 

''I advise ^rou to skin the animal very carefully, and of the handsome black 
and yellow tail, make a hunting-belt for yourself. The paws — let me see — why, 
I fancy the paws might be made famous cases for knife, fork, and spoon, and 
look well hanging from the belt. The skin of the body you had better preserve 
until you find some suitable use for it." 

"On, father, what a splendid plan ! " cried Jack ; *^ do tell me some good use 
for my porcupine." 

" I thmk its feet may make cases also ; at least, you may try. The quills. I am 
sure, may be used for packing-needles, and for tipping arrows, and I should try 
to make defensive aimour for the dogs out of the rest. They may fall in with foes 
more dangerous than any we have yet seen." 

** To be sure, father, the very thing ! " shouted Jack in high glee. ** I have seen 
pictures of boar hunts, in which the dogs were protected by a sort of leather coat 
of mail. That will be ^and ! " 

After giving this advice, I got no peace until I had shown my bo^s how to act 
upon it, and in a short time each had his prize fastened up by me mnd legs, and 
carefully slitting the skin, was stripping it from the carcase. 

Ernest, meanwhile, was fetching large flat stones in order to form a fire-place, 
while Franz gathered sticks, as his mother was anxious to prepare some food. 

" What sort oi tree do you suppose this to be, father ?** enquired Ernest, seeing 
me examining that under which we were encamping. " Is not the leaf something 
like a walnut ? " 

'* There is a resemblance, but in my opinion these ^^igantio trees must be man- 
groves or wild figs. I have heard their enormous height described, and also the 
peculiarity of me arching roots supporting the main trunk raised above 
the soil." 

Just then little Franz came up with a large bimdle of sticks, and his mouth 
full of something he was eating with evident satisfaction. 

" Oh, mother T" cried he, " this is so good ! So delicious ! " 

" Greedy little boy ! '* exclaimed she in a fright. " What have you got there ? 
Don't swallow it, whatever you do. Very likely it is poisonous ! Spit it ^ out 
this minute ! " And the anxious mother quickly extracted from the rosy Utde 
mouth the remains of a small fig. 

" Where did you find this } " said I. 

" There are thousands lying among the grass yonder," replied the little boy. 
"They taste very nice. I thought poison was nasty. Do you think they will 
hurt me ? The pigeons and the hens are gobbling them up with all their might 
and main, papa!" 

" I think you have no cause for alarm, dear wife," I said. " The trees seem 
to be the fig-bearing mangrove of the Antilles. But remember, Franz, you must 
never eat anjthing without first showing it to me, never mind how good it 
seems. If birds and monkeys eat a fruit or vegetable, it is usually safe to 
believe it wholesome," added I, turning to the other boys, who instantly taking 
the hint, coaxed Franz to give them the figs he still had in his pocket, and ran 
/b ojffer them to Knips, who was closely watching X\ie ^VmoMi^ oi VJi» \^«c-cat 
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and porcupine, apparently glying his opinion on the subject >\ith much chatter- 
ing and gesticulation. 

** Here, Knips, allow me to present you with a fig ! *' cried Jack, holding one 
out to the funny little creature. 

Enips took it readily, and after turning it about, and sniffing and smelling it, 
he popped it into his mouth, with such a droll gnmace of delight and satisfac- 
tion tnat the boys all laughed and clapped their hands, cr}'ing " Bravo, Knips ! 
you know a good thing when you see it, don't you, old fellow! Hurrah! " 

My Mrife, with her mind set at rest on the question of the tigs, now continued 
her preparations for dinner. 

The flesh of the margajr was given to the dogs, but part of the porcupine was 
put on the fire to boil, while we reserved the rest for roasting. 

I employed myself in contriving^ needles for my wife's work, by boring holes 
at one end of the quills, which I did by means of a red hot naU, und I soon had 
a nice packet of various sizes, which pleased her immensely. I also laid plans 
for making proper harnoos for our beasts of burden, but could not attempt to 
begin that while so many wants more pressing demanded attention. 

We examined the ditterent trees, and chose one wlii<;h seemed most suited to 
oui* purpose. The branches spread at a great height above us, and I made the 
boys try if it were possible to tlirow sticks or stones over one of these, my 
intention being to construct a rope ladder if we could once succeed in getting 
a string across a strong bough. 

Finding we could not succeed in that way, I resolved other schemes in my 
mind, and meantime went with Jack and Fntz to a small brook close by, where 
I showed them how to place the skins to steep and soften in the wjitcr, with 
stones placed on them to keep them beneath the surface. 

When dinner was over, I prepared om- night c^uarters. I first slung our ham- 
mocks fix)m the roots of the tree, which, meeting above us, formed an arched 
roof, then covering the whole with sail-cloth, we made a temporary tent, which 
would at least keep off the night damps and noxious insects. 

Leaving my wife engaged in making a set of harness for the ass and cow, 
whose strength I intended to employ the following day in drawing the beams up 
to our tree, I walked down with Fritz and Era est to the beach to look for wood 
suitable for building our new abode and also to discover, if possible, some light 
rods to form a ladder. For some time we hunted in vain, nothing but rough 
drift wood was to be seen, utterly unfit for our purpose. Ernest at length 
pointed out a quantity of bamboos half buried in the sand. These were exactly 
what I wanted, and stripping them of theii* leaves I cut them into lengths of 
about five feet each ; these I bound in bundles to carry to the tree, and then 
began to look about for some slight reeds to serve as arrows. 

I presently saw what I requii-ed in a copse at a little distance. "We advanced 
cautiously lest the thicket should contain some wild beast or venomous serpent. 
Juno rusned ahead ; as she did so a flock of flamingoes, which had been quietly 
feeding, rose in the air. Fritz instantly firing brought a couple of the birds 
to. the ground, the rest of the squadron sailing away in perfect order, their 
plumage continually changing, as they flew, from beautiful rose to pure white, 
as alternately their snowy wings and rosy breasts were visible. One of those 
which fell was perfectly dead, but the other appeared only slightly wounded in 
the wing, for it made off across the swampy ground. I attempted to follow, but 
soon found that progress was impossible on the marsh ; Juno, however, chased 
the bird and, seizing it, speedily brought it to my feet. Fritz and Ernest were 
delisted at the sight of our pnze. 

"What a handsome bird ! ' exclaimed they. " Is it much hurt } Let us tame 
it and let it run about with the fowls." 

"Its plumage is much more brilliant than that of the dead one," remarked 
Fritz. 

" Yes," said Ernest, ** this is a full grown bird, while youis \s ^'ovrs^syst \ ^ S& 
some years before they reach perfection. See 'w\iat\oTi4 a,Q\\\ft \ft'^\^\^0^^ 
those of a stork, while with its great webbed ieet it c«n. «^\xa. l^^\Kt ^Oosx^^ 



38 The Swiss Family Robinson* 

;"iosc. Eortli, air, or water is all the same to the flaioiiigOi it Is eqitall/ at bMM 

in sinv 0110 of the three." 

*' Well," siiid Fritz, *' let Us take the dead one to mother and get her to intxo- 
ducti it to the other element and see what it will make of that ; if it is young 
and tender, as you sny, it uhould make a delicious roast." 

Fritz and Erne>t then carried the hirds and hamboos to the tree, while I 
])i'(>ceeded to cut my reedn. I chose those which had flowered, knowing that 
they were harder, and having cut a sutUcient quantity of these, I selected one or 
two of the tallest eane» 1 could And to assist me in measmring tho height of the 
tree. I then bound them together and returned to my family. 

" Do you m(;an to keep this great hungry bird Fritz has brought ? " said my 
wife, *Mt Ih another mouth to feed, remember, and proTi^ions are still scarce." 

*' JiUekily," 1 replied, "tho flamingo will not cat grain like our poultir, but 
will be quit(i satMed with insects, flsh, and little crabs, which it will pickup 
for itself. I'ray teassure yourself, therefore, and let me see to tho poor Wrdi 
wound." 

So Kayinf^, I procunul some wine and butter and anointing the wing, which 
thouj^h hurt was not broken, I bound it up, and then took the bird to 
tlio stream, wlif-rc I fiistened it l>y a long cord to a stake and left it to shift f« 
itself. In a few dtiys tlie wound was healed, and the bird, subdued by kind 
treatment, Ixjcame rapidly tame. 

While; I was thus employed my sons were endeavouring to ascertain the 
lieisht of the lowest braiKrh of the tree from the ground. They had fastened 
to;i:etlier the lonj? reeds 1 had brought with them, and were trj'ing to measure 
the distance, hut in vain ; they soon found that were the rods ten times their 
length tliey could not touch the branch. 

*' JTillo, my boys," I said, when 1 discovered what they were about, '* that is 
not tin; way to set to work. Geometry will simi)lity the operation considerably; 
with its help the altitude of the highest mountams are ascertained ; we may, 
therefore, easily find the height of that branch." 

So saying, I measured out a certain distance from tho base of tho tree and 
marked the spot, and then by means of a rod, whose length I knew, and 
imagir.ary lines, I cjdc ulated the angle subtended by the trunk of the tree from 
the ground to tlie root of the branch. Tiiis done, I was able to discover tiie 
height required, and, to the astonishment of the younger children, announced 
that we should henceforth live thirty feet above the ground. This I wanted to 
know, that I might const i-uot a ladder of tho necessary length. 

Telling Fritz to collect all our cord, and the others to roll all the twine into a 
ball, I sat do^^^^ and, taking the reeds, speedily manufactured half-a-dozen 
arrows and feathered them from the dead flamingo. I then took a strong 
bamboo, bent it and strung it so as to fonn a bow. When the boys saw what I 
had done they were delighted, and begged to have the pioasuro of firing the 
flrst shot. 

*'No, no! " Said I, '* I did not make this for mere pleasure, nor is it even 
intended as a wea])on, the arrows are pointless. Elizabeth," I continued to my 
wife, ''can you supply me with a ball of stout thread from your wonderful bag ?| 

" Certainly," repli(;d she, " I think that a ball of thread was the first thing to 
enter the bag," and diving her hand deep in, she drew out the very thing 
I wanted. 

" Now, boys,'- I said, " I am going to fire the first shot," and I fastened one 
end of the thread to one of my arrows and aimed at a large branch above me. 
The arrow flew upwards and bore the thread over the branch and fell at our feet. 
Thus was the first step in our undertaking accomplished. Now for the rop<i 
ladder! 

Fritz had obtained two coils of cord each about forty feet in length ; these ^q 
stretched on tlie ground side by side ; then Fritz cut the bamboos into pieces of 
two feet for the steps of tho ladder, and as he handed them to me, I passed fhdm 
through knots which I had prepared in the ropes, while Jack fixed eaoh end with 
a iiaiJ drzKieu through tho wood. AVhentiiolaAOLOt \iwa^ak;v^^,\<M8cn»i..^««e 
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the bough a rope. by which it might be hauled up. TMs done, I fixed the lower 
end of the ladder nrmly to the ground by means <^ Btakes, and all was ready for 
an aac^t. The boys who had been watching me with intense interest were 
eaeh jeeger to be first. 

" Jack shall have the honour," said I, *^as he is the Jighteit, so up with you^ 
my boy, and do not break your neck." 

Jack, who was a^actiTe 4s a ^uonkeyi sprang up the ladder and quickly gained 
the top. 

'* Three cheers for the nest ! " h» exclaimed, waving his cu>. '< Hurrah, 
hurrah, hurrah for our joUy nest 2 What a grand houa^ we will na?e up here ; 
come along, Fritz ! " 

His brother was soon by his side, and with a hammer and nails seeured the 
]a4der yet mcH^ securely. I followed with an axe, and took a survey oC the 
tree. It was admirably suited to our purpose ; the branches were very strong 
and io closely interwoven (jl^ no beams would be required to form a flooriuf;, 
but when some of the boughs were lo{^d and cleaied away, a few planks woujLd 
be quite sufficient. 

I now called for a pulley, which my wife fastened to the cord hanging beade 
the ladder, I hauled it up, and finding the boys rather in my way, told them to 
go idown while I proceeded to fasten me pulley to a stout branch above me, that 
we might be able to haul up the beams we should require the next day. I then 
made (^er preparations that there might be no delay on the morrow, and a 
bright moon having arisen, I by its light continued working until I was quite 
worn out, and then at length descended. I reached the ground, but to my 
surprise found that the two boys were not there. They had not been seen. A 
moment afterwards, howeyer, all anxiety was dispelled, for amongst the topmost 
boughs I hea^ their young voices raised in the evening hymn. Instead of 
desoending) they had, while J was busy, climbed upwards, and had been sitting 
in i^ent admiratum of the moonlight sc^ie, hig^ above me. They now joined 
us, and my wife showed me the results of her labour. She had made two 
complete sets of harness. I congratulated her upon her mcccss, and we then 
sat down to supper. On a cloth spread out upon the gi-ass were an*anged a roast 
shouldi^ of porcupine, a delicious bowl of soup made from a piece of i!i^ same 
animal, cheese, butter, and biscuits, forming a most tempting repast. Having 
done this ample justice, we collected our cattle, and the pigeons and fowls having 
retired to roost on the neighbouring trees, and on the steps of our ladder, we 
made up a glorious fire to keep off" any prowling wild beasts, and oureelves lay 
down. The children, in spite of the novelty of the hammocks, were quickly 
asleep. In vain I tried to follow their example ; a thousand anxious thoughts 
presented themselves, and as quickly as I dispelled them ©there rose in their 
place. The night wore on, and I was still awake ; the fire burned low, and I 
rose and replenished it with dry fuel. Then again I climbed into my hammock, 
and towards morning fell asleep. 

Early next morning we were astir, and dispersed to our various occupations. 
My wile milked the goats and cow, while we gave the animiiU thcjr food« after 
which we went 4(^n to the beach, to collect ^lore wood im our biMJding opera- 
tions. To the larger beams we harnessed the cow and ess, whi]^ we ourselves 
dragged up the remainder. Fritz and I th^i asc^ded the ttee^ and finished 
the preparations I had begun the night before, ail useless boughs we lopped ofi^, 
leaving a few about six feet from the floor, from which we might sling our 
hammocks, and others still higher, to support a tenuxn-ary roof of sailcloth. 
My wife made fast the planks to a rope passed througn the bloc^ I had fixed to 
the bough above us, and oy this means Fritz and I hauled them up. These we 
arranged side by side on the foundation of boughs, so as to form a amooth solid 
floor, and round this platform built a bulwaric of planks, and then throwing the 
sailcloth over the higher branches^ we drew it do^^^l and irmly sailed it, Qus 
house was thus enclosed on three sides, tor belmi&t^^kE f^%k.\3r&\dK.'^\^:hftK^^ 
while the h^mt was left «pen to admit the fecesh aeaV^xfc ^\itf?ft.>^«« ^^''^**^ 
in. We then hauled up our hammockB and Yjed^aiift «n^i2»ai^^QaKsxv\:^^ 
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brunches wc had left for that purpose. A few hours of daylight still remaining, 
M'(> cleared the Hoor from leaves and chips, and then descended to £uhion a 
t(ibl(> and a few benches from the remainder of the wood. After woridng like 
tlavori all day, Fritz and I flung ourselves on the grass, while my nife ananged 
Kuppcr on the table we had made. 

'^Come,'' said she at length, *'come and taste flamingo stew, and tall me 
how you like it. Ernest assured me that it would be much better stewed than 
roasted, and I have been following his directions." 

r<aughing at the idea of Ernest turning scientific cook we sat down. The 
fowls gathered round us to pick up the crumbs, and the tame flamingo joined 
them, while master Knips skipped about from one to the othw, chattering and 
mimicking our gestures eontmually. To my wife's joy, the sow appeared 
shortly after, and was presented with all the milk that remained from t&e day's 
stock that she might be persuaded to return every night. 

** Eor/' said my wife, *' this surplus milk is really of no use to us, as it wUi 
bo sour before the morning in this hot climate.'* 

•' You are quite right," I replied, ** but we must contrive to make it of tmr 
Tho next time Erit/ and I return to the wreck wc will bring off a chum amongst 
the other things wo require." 

*' Must you roully go again to that dreadful wreck ?" said my wife shudder^ 
ing. " You hfivo no idea how anxious I am when you are away there." 

"Go we muHt, I am afraid," I replied, ** but not for a day or two yet 
('omo, it is getting late. "NVe and the chickens must go to roost." 

Wo lit our watch tires, and, leaving the dogs on guard below, ascended the 
ladder. Fritz, Ernest, and Jack were up in a moment. Their molher followed 
very cautiously, for though slie had originated the idea of building a nest, she 
v<'t hesitated to entrust herself at such a terrific height fxom. the ground. 
\Vhen she was safely landed in tho house, taking little Franz on my back, I let 
go tho fastenings which secured tho lower end of the ladder to the groimd, and 
swinging to and fro, slowly ascended. 

Then for tho first time wo stood all together in our new home. I drew up 
the ladder, and, with a greater sense of security than I had enjoyed since we 
land(;d on the island, ottered up our evening prayer, and retired for the night 
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A day oi rest- A i»arablo ft)r the young jjcople— Quiet recreation — Geogra]>Iiical nomen- 
clature — Tlie niai-gay and porcuuiue skins made of use— An expedition to Teutliolm 
— Potatoes, potatoes — Tropical vegetation — Tlie use of the Karatas— Jack's 
greediness and its punishment — Ernest discovers cochineal— Arrive at Tentholm — 
The i>oultry rebellious— Return to Falconhurst— Ernest roused out early— We 
collect wood for a sledge— Master Knips turns thief— Franz's plan for the saving <k 
amnnmition — Ernest and I take the sledge to Tentholm— Ernest's laziness exem- 
])litied — He catches a salmon— We start for home— Kill a kangaroo — And cook it. 

Next morning all were early awake, and the chUdren sprang about the tree 
like young monkeys. 

** What shall wb begin to do, father ? " they cried. *' What do you want us 
to do, to-day." 

'* Rest, my boys," I replied, "rest." 

" Rest ? ** repeated they. ** Why should we rest ? " 

'* * Six days shalt thou labour and do all that thou hast to do, but on tho 
seventh^ thou shalt do no manner of work.' Thi& is the seventh day/' I 
ivpJied, *'on it, thereforey Jet us rest." 
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" What, is it really Sunday?" said Jack ; " how joUv I oh, I wont do any 
work but rii take a bow and arrow and shoot, and we'll climb about the tree 
and have fun all day." 

'* That 13 not resting," said I, "that is not the way you are accustomed to 
«pend the Lord's day." 

" No ! but then we lan't go to church here, and there is nothing else to do." 

" We can worship here as well as at home," said I. 

" But there is no church, no clergyman, and no organ," said Franz. 

" The leafy shade of this great tree is £m: more beautiful than any church, " I 
said ; " there will we worship our Creator. Come, boys, down with you : turn 
our dining hall into a breakfast room." 

The children, one by one, slipped down the ladder. 

" My dear Elizabeth," said I, " this morning we will devote to the service of 
the Lord, and by means of a parable I will endeavour to give the children some 
serious thoughts ; but, without books, or the possibility of any of the usual 
Sunday occupations, we cannot keep them quiet the whole duy ; afterwards, 
therefore, I snail allow them to pursue any innocent recreation they choose, and 
in the cool of the evening we will take a walk." 

My wife entirely agreed with my proposal, and luiving breakfasted, the 
family assembled roimd me, as we sat in the pleasant shade on the fresh soft 
grass. 

After singing some hymns and offering heartfelt prayers to the Almighty Giver 
of all good, I told the children I would relate to them a pai'able instead of 
preaching a sermon. 

** Oh that will be delightful ! I like the parables in the Bible better than 
anything," said Franz. " When can we hear you read out of the Bible again, 
father?" 

" Ah, my little boy, your words reproach me," returned I. *' Wliile eagerly 
striving to procure from the ship Avhat would feed our bodies and provide for 
their comfort, I blush to think that I have neglected the Bread of Life, the word 
of God. I shall search for a Bible on my next return to the wreck : although 
our own books were nearly all destroyed, I am pretty sure to find one." 

At these words, my wife arose and, fetching her magic bag, she drew from it 
a copy of the Holy Scriptures, which I thankfully received from her hand ; and 
after reading aloud from its sacred pages, I spoke as follows : 

" A Great King, i*uling in power and splenaour over a vast realm of light and 
love, possessed within its boundaries a desolate and unfruitful island. This spot 
he made the object of his special care ; and, lavishing on it all the varied 
resources of his might and goodness, it bloomed in beauty, and became the 
happy residence of a band of colonists who were charged not only ^vith the cul- 
tivation and improvement of the soD, but each individually was bound to cherish 
in his soul the spirit of love and true allegiance to his Sovereign. While tliis 
faithful imion was maintained, the colony flourished ; and the noblest virtues 
es^ted and rendered happy the existence of every member of the race. That a 
duieoiitented and rebelhous spirit should ever have infected these fortunate 
subjeets of so loving a master, seems incredible, yet so it was ; disobedience and 
pride brought misery and punishment, the fair prospects of the colony were 
oliglited, the labours of the colonists were unblessed, ana total separation from the 
parent kingdom seemed inevitable . A message of pardon — of free forgiveness- 
was neverueless accorded to these rebels ; and to all who, humbly accepting it, 
moulded their future lives to the wiU of the Great King (now revealed in a 
character even, more gracious than before) was held out the promise of removal 
at last from among the ruins caused by the great rebellion, to the glory and 
undimmed splendour of the realm of Light and Blessedness." 

Having interested the children, I then, leaving allegory, pressed simply and 
earnestly home to each young heart the truths I sought to teach; «a^.j^S*3ss.^ 
short prayer for a blessing on my words, hroughl ^^ ^etw,^ \ft «w Oisijsfc. • 

After a tbougbtM pauae, we separated, and. eaok OTVBVys^^^s^^sQsi^ la^^^^Hs^ 
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I look Mme arrom, and ecdearoured to point Ihcm with porcapue qailla. 
Franx came ta U'K me miLe a little boir and arrow for him to mtnA witb, 
while Fritz naked my adTicc about the tieer-uat skin and the cbub he wu to 
contrive from it. Jack aaaiatcd with the arrow making, and ioaertiiiK a Bbatri 
spine at one end of each reed made it fast with pack-d^ad, and bc^au to wiah 
iSr glue to t-nrare ita remainiHg firm, 

"Oh, Jack! Mnmma'e eouu is asatiekyns anything!" cried Frani: "dull 
I run and aak for a cake of it?" 
" No, no, littla gooeu ! better look for lome real glue in tbo UtA-hm..'' 

" There he wUl And ^at, 
to be Bure," aaid I, "»nJ 
the Foup would acansely hate 
answered your purpoae. But 
Jack, my boy, 1 do not lib 
to hear you ridicule jovx 
little bnrtlier'i idea. Sme 
of the mort valuable du- 
eoveriea have beeti tha le- 
ault of thoughts wkicb ori- 
ginaily appeared no wiwr 
flisn his.'* 

While thui directing and 

aftflieling my aons, we were 

suri^riscd 1^ hearing a Act 

just ovfr our heads ; at the 

.-' t:mie momeDt two iQiaU 

r; ' biids fell dead at our M, 

'^ »nd looking up, we beheld 

P^i-neet among the brancbo, 

as bending Ms face joyf^J 

towards us, he cried, '* WeU 

hit! well hit! a good ahet. 

Then slipping down the 
ladder, and picking up the 
birda, he )M«nght tham to 
me. One wea a kind li 
thiiiEdi, the other a HnaU 
dove called the OtIoIbd, and 
eetectned a very great detU 
cncy on aecount ofita eiqiii- 
site flavour. Aa the figs on 
wliif'b these birds came te 
feed WMB only just begin- 
ning to ripen, it was pro- 
babis that they vsnid soon 
fiockin Dombersto our tieea; 
and by waiting until wa 
could piticure ttera in l««e 
quantities, we might pronde 
ounelvea with valuable food for the rainy Beaaon, by placing them, when half 
eooked, iu casei with melted laid or butter poured over them. 

By Uiia time Jack had pointed a good supply of Hrrowe, and indostrionBly 
practised archery. I finished the bow and arrows for Franz, and expectsd to be 
left in peace ; but the young man neit demanded a quiver, and I had to invent 
that also, to complete hia ofjuipment. It wee easily done by Btri|miiig a iHCoa 
of bark from a small tree, fitting a Sat aide and a bottom t« it, and then a Btring. 
Attacbiag it ta his sbouUerB, the youUtf ul hvintct ftWsi ik 'w\^]a uct™> ■ml went 
oS'; Icoking, m his mothcT eaii, I)JteanimiotciAVi«.\cC\).5^,\«i 
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Not long after this, we were summoned to dinner, and all right willingly 
obeyed the call. 

During the meal I interested the boys very much by proposing to decide on 
suitable names for the different spots we had visited on this coast. 

** For," said I, ** it will become more and more troublesome to explain what we 
mean, unless we do so. Besides which, we shall feel much more at home if we 
can talk as people do in inhabited countries : instead of saying, for instance. 
' the little island at the mouth of our bay, where we found the dead shark, 
* the large stream near our tent, across which we made the bridge,' * that wood 
where we found cocoa-nuts, and caught the monkey,' and so on. Let us begin 
by naming the bay in which we landed. What shall we call it ? " 

" Oyster Bay," said Fritz. 

"No, no! — Lobster Bay," cried Jack," **in memory of the old fellow who 
took a fancy to my leg ! " 

" I think," observed his mother, ** that in token of gratitude for our escape, 
we should call it Safety Bay." 

This name met with general approbation, and was forthwith fixed upon. 

Other names were quickly chosen. Our first place of abode we called Tent- 
holm ; the islet in the bay, Shai'k's Island ; and the reedy swamp, Flamingo 
Marsh. It was some time before the serious question of a name iox our leafy 
caslle could be decided. But finally it was entitled Falconhurst ; * and we then 
rapidly named the few remaining points ; Prospect Hill, the eminence we first 
ascended; Cape Disappointment, from whose rocky heights we had strained 
our eyes in vain search for our ship's company ; and Jackal Kiver, as a name 
for the large stream at our landing place, concluded our geographical nomen- 
clature. 

In the afternoon the boys went on with their various employments. Fritz 
finished his cases, and Jack asked my assistance in caiTying out his plan of 
making a cuirass for Turk, out of the porcupine skin. After thoroughly 
cleansing the inside, we cut and fitted it round the body of the patient dog ; then 
when stnngs were sewn on, and it became tolerably dry, he was armed with this 
ingenious coat of mail, and a most singular figure ne cut ! 

Juno strongly objected to his friendly approaches, and got out of his way as 
fast as she could ; and it was clear that he Avould easily put to flight the fiercest 
animal he might encounter, while protected by armour at once defensive and 
offensive. 

I determined to make also a helmet for Jack out of the remainder of the skm, 
which to his infinite delight I speedily did. 

Amid these interesting occupations the evening drew on, and after a pleasant 
walk among the sweet glades near our abode, we closed our Sabbath day with 
prayer and a ^lad hymn of praise, retiring to rest with peaceful hearts. 

Next monung, 1 proposed an expedition to Tentholm, saying I wished to 
make my way thither, by a different route. We left the tree well armed ; I and 
ray three elder sons each carrying a gun and game bag, while little Franz was 
equipped with his bow and quiver fuU of arrows. A most curious party we 
formed ; Fritz adorned with his belt of margay skin, and Jack, with Ins extra- 
ordinary head-dress, looked like a couple of young savages. Their mother and 
I walJced together ; she, of the whole party, being the only one unanned, cai'ricd 
a jar in which to get butter from Tentholm ; we were preceded by the dogs — 
Turk armed most effectually with his cuirass of porcupine skin, and Juno 
keeping at a respectful distance from so formidable a companion. Master 
Enips fully intended to mount his charger as usual ; but wlien he saw him 
arrayed apparently in a new skin, he approached him carefully, and touching 
him ^vith one paw, discovered that sucn a hide would make anything but an 
agreeable seat ; the grimace he made was most comical, and chattering vocifer- 
ously he bounded towards Juno, skipped on her back, seated himself, and soon 
appeared perfectly reconciled to the change of steed. T\i^ ■^\a.\si\xv%<jk %'»:« '^^ 

* Sortt, in German, means " neat" ox " e.;s^tt." 
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starting, and having been much petted during the last day or two, considered 
himself entitled to accompany us ; for some time he kept beside the children, 
following first one and then another, as they explored the wood on either side; 
their irregular course, however, at length disgusted him, and, abandoning them, 
he walked sedately by my side. Wc strolled on in the cool evening air, foUow- 
ing the course of the stream ; the great trees overshadowed us, and tlie cool 
green sward stretched away between them at our feet. The boys roamed ahead 
of me, intent on exploration. Presently I heard a joyful shout, and saw Ernest 
running at full speed towards me, followed by his brothers. In his hand he 
held a plant, and, panting for breath, and with sparkling eyes, he held it 
up to me. 

" Potatoes ! potatoes I father," he gasped out. 

** Yes," said Jack, " acres and acres of potatoes I " 

" My dear Ernest," said I, for there was no mLstiiking the flower and leaf, and 
the light clear- green bulbous roots, ** you have indeed made a discovery ; with 
the potato we shall never starve." 

"JUut come and look at them," said Jack, "come and feast your eyes on 
thousands of potatoes." 

We hurried to the spot : there, spread out before us, was a great tract of 
ground, covered with the precious plant. 

" It would have been rather difficult," remarked Jack, " not to have discovered 
such a great field." 

<t Very likely," replied Ernest, smiling; "but I doubt if you would have 
discovered that it was a potato tiekl." 

"Perhaps not," said Jack, "you are quite welcome, at all events, to the 
honour of the discovery ; I'll have the honour of being the first to get a supply 
of them." So saying, he dug up, Avith hands and knife, a number of plants, 
and filled his game-bag with the roots. ITie monkey followed his example, 
and scratching away with his paws most cleverly, soon had a heap beside him. 
So delighted were we with tlie discovery, and so eager were we to possess a 
large supply of the roots, that we stopped not digging until every bag, pouch, 
and pocket was filled. Some wished to return at once to Ealconhurst, to cook 
and taste our new acquisition ; but this I overruled, and we continued our 
march, heavily laden, but delighted. 
. " How," said I, " can we thank the Giver of all these blessings, sufficiently ? " 

" Oh," said Franz, *' we can say, * Wc thank thee, Lord, for all thy good- 
ness and mercy ; and bless us, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.' " 

"That would not be sufficient," said Fritz. "Do you think it would be 
enough, just to say to father and mother : * Thank you for all you do,' and not 
to show that we were really thankful, by loving them and doing what we can 
to please them ? " 

" You are quite right, Fritz,' | said I ; " Franz did not say all that was neces- 
sary, he should have added, * Give me grace to do Thy will, and to obey Thee in 
all things.' " 

As we thus talked, wc reached the head of our streamlet, where it fell from 
the rocks above in a beautiful, sparkling^, splashing cascade. We crossed and 
entered the tall grass on the other side. We forced our way through with diffi- 
culty, 80 thick and tangled were the reeds. Beyond this, the landscape was 
most lovely. Rich tropical vegetation flourished on every side : the tall stately 
palms, surrounded by luxuriant ferns ; brilliant flowers and graceful creepers ; 
the prickly cactus shooting up amidst them ; aloe, jasmine, and sweet-scented 
vanilla ; the Indian pea, and above all the regal pine-apple, loaded the breath of 
the evening breeze with their rich perfimie. The boys were delighted "with the 
pine-apple, and so eagerly did they fall to, that my wife had to caution them 
that there were no doctors on our territory, and that if they became ill, they 
would have to cure themselves as best they might. 

This advice, however, seemed to have small effect on my sous, and showing 
Knipa what they wantQ^y they sent him after t\ie iV^esX a.tvji \i«a,t fruit. 
While they were thus employed, I examined ^e ol\ifit ^loxvi^^^ vxAXsN^sSc^iift. 
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Among these I presently noticed one which I knew well from description to be 
the karatas. 




pine- 
red flower ? That is the karatas. The filaments of the leaves make capital 
thread, while the leayes themselves, bruised, form an invaluable salve. The 
pith 01 this wonder^ plant may be used either for tinder or bait for fish. 
Suppose, Ernest, you haa been wrecked here, how would you have made a fire 
without matches, or flint and steel ? " 

'^ As the savages do," replied he ; ^' I would rub two pieces of wood together 
until they kindled." 

" Try it," I said ; " but, if you please, try it when you have a whole day 
before you, and no other work to be done, for I am certain it would be night 
before you accomplished the feat. But see here," and I broke a dry twig from 
the karatas, and peeling off the bark^ laid the pith upon a stone. I struck a 
couple of pebbles over it, and they emitting a spark, the pith caught fire. 

The boys were delighted with the experiment. I then drew some of the 
threads from the leaves, and presented them to my wife. 

" But what," said Fritz, ** is the use of all these other prickly plants, except 
to annoy one } Here, for instance, is a disagreeable little tree." 

" That is an Indian fig," said I. "It grows best on dry, rocky ground ; for 
most of its nourishment is derived from the air. Its juice is used, I believe, 
medicinally, while its fruit is pleasant and wholesome." 

Master Jack was off in a moment when he heard of a new delicacy, and 
attempted to gather some of the fruit, but in vain ; the sharp thorns defied his 
efforts, and with bleeding hands and rueful countenance, he returned. I 
removed the thorns from his bands, and making a sharp wooden skewer, 
I thrust it into a fig, and quickly twisted it from its brancn and split it open 
with a knife, still holding it upon the skewer. The rest followed my example, 
and we regaled ourselves upon the fruit, which we found excellent. Ernest 
carefully examined the fig he was eating. ** What are these .'^ " he exclaimed, 
presentiv ; " little red insects ! they cling all over the fruit, and I cannot shake 
them orf. Can they be cochineal ? 

He handed me the fig, and I examined it attentively. 

" You are quite right, my boy," I said; " there is no doubt this is the real 
cochineal. However, though it is worth its weight in gold to European traders, 




again. Now let us find something more useful to us." And they thereupon 
pUed me incessantly with Questions concerning every plant and shrub we passed. 

'* Stop, stop," I said at length ; '^ the most learned naturalist would be much 
puzzled with many of these trees ; and I, who have never seen any of them 
before, and know them merely by description, cannot pretend to tell you the 
names, or explain to you the uses of one quarter of them." 

Discussing, however, the properties of such shrubs as I did know, we at 
length reached Tentholm. Everything was safe, and we set to work to collect 
what we wanted. I opened the butter cask, from which my wife filled her pot. 
Fritz saw after the ammunition, and Jack and Ernest ran down to the beach to 
capture the geese and ducks. This they found no easy matter, for the birds, 
left 80 long alone, were shy, and nothing would induce them to come on shore 
and be caught. Ernest at length hit upon an ingenious plan. He took some 
pieces of cheese, and tied them to long strings. This bait he threw into the 
water, and the hungry ducks instantly made a grab at it ; then with a little 
skilful manoeuvring he drew them on shore. While Jack and he were thus 
busily employed catching and tying the rebels together by the feet,"^^ ^tcwno^A^ 
a fresh supply of salt, which we packed npo^l'I^\TV%W^^^,^T^^.x^^fc^i^^?^^^^ 
of bis co&t of mail. The birds we fastened to o\mc ^amaAivsL'^^., «sA ^ax^^^^s 
closing' the door of our tent, started homewaTda \>7 VK^b ^^.-^'st^* M^Kt i 
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cheerful and f>lcn8ant walk, we once more reached our woodland abode. I 
relensed the birds, and, clipping their wings to prevent their leaving ns, 
established them on the stream. Then, after a delicious supper of potatoes, 
milk, and butter, we ascended our tree and turned in. 

Having remarked a great deal of drift-wood on the sands the preceding 
eycning, it occurred to me that it would be well to get some of it, and make a 
kind of sledge, so that the labour of fetching what we wanted from our stores at 
Tontholm mignt not fall so heavily on ourselves. 

I awoke early, and roused Ernest as my assistant, wishing to encourage him 
to overcome his natural fault of indolence. After a little stretching and yawn- 
ing, he got up cheerfully, pleased with the idea of an ez^edition while the 
others still slept, and we made our way to the beach, taking with us the donkey, 
who drow a large broad bough, which I expected to find useful in bringing back 
our load. 

As we went along, I remarked to Ernest that I supposed he was rather sony 
for himself, and grudged leaving his cosy hammock and pleasant dreams at tius 
untimely hour. 

" Oh, father, do not laugh at my laziness ! Indeed I mean to cure myself of 
it. 1 am very glad to go with you. I intended to shoot some more of tiie 
ortolans this morning, but there will be plenty of time afterwards. The boys 
will be shooting at them, I daresay, but I don'texpect they will have any great 
luck.'' 

** Why not, nray ? " inquired I. 

" I don't bolieve they will know what shot to use at firet, and, besid^ tiiey 
will most likely shoot upwards at the birds and be sure to miss them, on account 
of flu; great hoight and thickness of the branches and foliage." 

" Well, Enicwt, you certainly possess the gifts of prudence and reflection, as 
W(j11 as ob«ervatiou. These are valuable ; but sudden action is so oftep neceesaiy 
in life, that I advise you to cultivate the power of instantly perceiving and 
deciding what must be doun in cases of emergency. Presence of mind is a 
precious quality, which, although natural in some characters, may be acquired 
in a ccrtam degree by all avUo train themselves to it." 

Once on the sea-shore, our work was quickly accomplished, for selecting the 
wood I thought fit for my purpose, we laid it across the broad leaf^' branch, and, 
with some help from us, the donkey dragged a very fair load of it homewards, 
with the addition of a small chest which I raised from among the sand which 
nearly covered it. 

"Wo heard the boys popping away at the birds as we drew near. They hastened 
to meet us, and inquired where we had been, looking curiously at the chest, 
which I allowed them to open, while I asked my wife to excuse our " absence 
without leave ; " and after submitting to her gentle reprimand, I explained my 
plan for a sledge, which pleased her greatly, and she already imagined it loaded 
with her hogshead of butter, and on its way from Tentholm to Ealconhurst. 

The chest proved to be merely that of a common sailor, containing his clothes, 
very much wetted by the sea water. 

The boys exhibited an array of several dozen birds, and related, during break- 
fast, the various incidents of failure and success which had attended their guns. 
Ernest had rightly guessed the mistakes they would make, but practice was 
making them perfect, and they seemed disposed to continue tiieir sport, when 
their mother, assuring them that she could not use more birds than those ah^adr 
killed, asked if I did not think some means of snaring them might be contriveo, 
as much powder and shot would be expended if thev fired on at this rate. 

Entirely agi'eeing with this view of the subject, 1 desired the lads to lay aside 
their guns for the present, and the younger ones readily applied themselves to 
making snares of the long threads drawn frorn tho leaves of the karatas in a 
simple way I taught them, while Fritz and Ernest gave me substantial assistance 
in the manufacture of the new sledge. 

We were busily at work, when a tremendoua diBV.wrViauLe,«j ^TCiOTi.<gQMs fowls led 
as to suppose that a fox or wild cat had got into t\xev£ na^t. 
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The cocks crowed defiantly, the hens fluttered and cackled in a state of the 
"Eldest excitement. We hastened towards them, but Ernest remarking Master 
iCnips slipping away, as though eonscious of some misdemeanour, went to watch 
him, and presently caught him in the act of eating a new-laid egg, which he had 
earried offhand hidden among the grass and roots. Ernest found several others. 
These were very welcome to my wife, for hitherto the hens had not presented us 
with any eggs. Hereafter she determined to imprison the monkey every 
morning until the eggs had been collected. 

Soon after this, as Jack was setting the newly-made snares among the branches, 
he discovered that a pair of our own pigeons were building in the tree. It was 
very desirable to increase our stock of these pretty birds, and I cautioned the 
boys against shooting near our tree while they had nests there, and also with 
regard to the snares, which were meant only to entrap the wild-fig-eaters. 

Although my sons were interested in setting the snares, they by no means 
approved of the new order to economise the ammunition. No doubt they had 
been discussing this hardship, for little Franz came to me with a biilliant pro- 
posal of his own. 

** Papa," said he, " why should not we begin to plant some powder and shot 
immediately ? It would be so much more useful than bare grain for the fowls.** 

His brothers burst into a roar of laughter, and I must confess I found it no 
easy matter to keep my countenance. 

" Come, Ernest, said I ; " now we have had our amusement, tell the little 
fellow what gunpowder really is." 

** It is not seed at all, Franz," Ernest explained. " Gunpowder is made of 
charcoal, sulphur, and saltpetre, mixed cleverly together ; so you see it cannot 
be sown like com, any more than shot can be planted like peas and beans." 

My carpentering meantime went on apace. In order to shape my sledge with , 
ends properly turned up in front, I had chosen wood which had been part of the 
bow of tne vessel, and was curved in the necessary way for my purpose. Two 
pieces, perfectly similar, formed the sides of my sleigh, or sledge, and I simply 
united these strongly by fixing short bars across them. Then, when the ropes 
of the donkey's harness were attached to the raised points in front, the equipage 
was complete and ready for use. 

My attention had been for some time wholly engrossed by my work, and I only 
now observed that the mother and her little boys had been busily plucking above 
two dozen of the wild birds, and were preparing to roast them, spitted in a row 
on a long, narrow sword blade, belonging to one of our ship's officers. 

It seemed somewhat wasteful to cook so many at once ; out my wife explained 
that she was getting them ready for the butter-cask I was going to fetch for her 
on the new sledge, as I had advised her to preserve them half-cooked, and packed 
in butter. 

Amused by her promptitude, I could do nothing less than promise to go for 
her cask directly after dinner. For her part, she was resolved m our absence to 
have a grand wash of linen and other clothes, and she advised me to arrange 
regular baths for all the boys in future. 

Early in the afternoon !Ernest and I were ready to be off, equipped as usual. 
Fritz presented us each with a neat case of Margay skin to hang at our girdles. 

Weiuumessed both cow and ass to the sledge, ana, accompanied by Juno, cheer- 
fullj took our departure, choosing the way by the sands, and reacmng Tentholm 
without accident or adventure. 

There, unharnessing the animals, we began at once to load the sledge, not only 
with the butter-cask, but with a powder-chest, a barrel of cheese, and a variety 
of other articles, — ^ball, shot, tools, and Tm*k's armour, which had been left 
behind on our last visit. 

Our work had so closely engaged our attention, that when we were ready to 
leave it and go in search of a good bathing-place, we discovered that our two 
animals had wandered quite out of sight, having croa&edtYie \jn.^^ft\ftT«a^'OsiSk 
good pasture beyond the river. ^ 

I sent Emest after them, and went alone to t\ie exfecemVX*^ ^lAOckaXi^l* >^ 
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terminated in bold and precipitous cliffs, which extended inio the deep water, 
and rose abruptly, so na to forai an inaccessible wall of rock and crag. Swampy 
ground, overgiown with large canes, intervened between me and these cliffs. I 
cut a hirjro ))undle of the reeds, and returned to Ernest. It was some time before 
I found him, comfortably extended full length on the ground near the tent, and 
sleejiing as sound as a top, while the cow and the ass, grazing at will, were again 
making for the bridge. 

*' Get up, Ernest, you lazy fellow ! *' exclaimed I, much annoved ; " why don't 
you mind your business ? Look at the animals ! ^hey will be over the riYcr 
again!" 

" No fear of that, father," returned he, with the utmost composure. •*! ha?e 
taken a couple of boards off the bridge. They won't pass the gap." 

I could not help laughing at the ingenious device by which the boy had 
spared himself all trouble ; at the same time I observed that it is wrong to waste 
the precious moments in sleep when duty has to be performed. I then bid him 
go and collect some salt, which was wanted at home, while I went to bathe. 

On coming back, much refreshed, I again missed Ernest, and began to wonda 
whether he was still gathering salt, or whether he had lain down somewhere to 
finish his nap, when I heard him loudly calling, — 

'^ Father, father ! I've caught a fish ! an immense fellow he is. I can scarcely 
hold him, he drags the line so ! '* 

Hastening towards the spot, I saw the boy lying in the grass, on a point of 
land close to the mouth of the stream, apd with all his might keeping hold of a 
rod. The line was strained to the utmost by the frantic efforts of a very large 
fish, which was attempting to free itself from the hook. 

I quickly took the rod from him, and giving the fish more line, led him by 
de^ees into shallow water. Ernest ran in with his hatchet and kflled him. 

It proved to be a salmon of full fifteen pounds weight, and I was delighted to 
think of taking such a valuable prize to them. 

** This is capital, Ernest ! " cried I ; " you have cleared yourself for once of 
the charge of laziness ! Let us now cany this splendid salmon to the sledge. 
I will clean and pack it for the journey, that it may arrive in good condition, 
while you go and take a bath in the sea." 

All this being accomplished, we harnessed our beasts to the well-laden vehicle, 
and replacin|^ the boards on the bridge, commenced the journey home. 

We kept inland this time, and were skirting the borders of a grassy thicket, 
when Juno suddenly left us, and plunging into the busheSj with fierce barking 
hunted out, right m front of us, the most singular-looking creature I ever 
beheld. It was taking wonderful flying leaps, apparently in a sitting posture, 
and got over the ground at an astoni^ing rate. I attempted to shoot it as it 
passed, but missed. Ernest, who was behind me, observed its movements very 
coolly, and seeing that the dog was puzzled, and that the animal, having nausea, 
was crouching among the grass, went cautiously nearer, fired at the spot ne had 
marked, and shot it dead. 

The extraordinary appearance of this creature surprised us very much. It 
was as large as a sheep, its head was shaped like that of a mouse ; its skin also 
was of a mouse-colour, it had long ears like a hare, and a tail like a tiger's. 
The fore-paws resembled those of a squirrel, but they seemed only half-grown, 
while the hind-legs were enormous, and so long, that when upright on them 
the animal would look as if mounted on stilts. 

For some time we stood silently wondering at the remarkable creature before 
us. I could not recollect to have seen or heard of any such. 

** Well, father," said Ernest at last. ** I should say this was about the queerest 
beast to be met with anywhere. I am glad I knocked it over. How they will 
all stare when I carry it home ! " 

"You have had a lucky day altogether, certainly," said I; "but I cannot 
think what this animal can oe. Examine its teeth, and let us see to what 
claaa of mammalia it belongs. We may be led to ^uess at its name in that 
wax*'* 
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''I see four sharp incisor teeth, father,— two upper, and two under, as a 
squirrel has." 

" Ah ! then he is a rodent. What rodents can you remember, Ernest P " 

" I do not know them all, but there are the mouse, the marmot, the squirrel, 
the hare, the beaver, the jerboa " 

** The jerboa!'* I excutimed, "the jerboa! now we shall have it. This is 
really very like a jerboa, only far largw. It must be a kangaroo, one of the 
class of animals which has a pouch or purse beneath the bodv, in which its 
young can take refuge. They were discovered in New HoUaQd, by the great 
Captain Cook, and I congratulate you on being the first to obtain a specimen in 
New Switzerland ! '* I added, laughing, as I extemporized the name. 

The kangaroo was added to the already heavy load on our slederc, and wo pro- 
ceeded slowly, arriving late at Fulconhurst, but meeting \\'itli the usual bnglit 
welcome. 

Very eager and inquisitive were the glances turned toAvarJs the sledge, for the 
load piled on it surpassed all expectation : we on our part staring in equal sur- 
prise at the extraordinary rig of the young folks who came to meet us. 

One wore a long night-shirt, which, with a belt, was a convenient length in 
front, but trailed behind in orthodox ghost fashion. 

Another had on a very wide pair of trousers, braced up so short that each 
little leg looked like the clapper in a bell. 

The third, buttoned up in a pea-jacket which came down to his ankles, looked 
for all the world like a wfilking portmanteau. 

Amid much joking and laughter, the mother exclaimed that she had been 
washing all day, and while their clothes were drying, the boys amused them- 
selves by dressmg up in things they foimd while rummaging the sailor's chest, 
and had kept them on, that Ernest and I might see the masquerade. It cer* 
tainly amused us, but made me regret that so little belonging to ourselves had 
been saved from the wreck, in consequence of which the children had scarcely a 
change of linen. 

Turning now to our new acquisitions, wo excited great interest by exhibiting 
each in turn ; the large salmon, but more especially the kangaroo, suiprised ana 
delighted everyone. 

Fritz alone wore a look expressive of dissatisfaction, and I saw that he was 
envious of his younger brother's success. Vexed that so noble a prize had fallen 
to Ernest's gun, instead of his own, he treated it rather slightingly ; but I 
could see that he was struggling against his jealous feelings, and he, after a 
while, succeeded in recovering his good humoui-, and joined pleasantly in the 
conversation. 

" "What a famous day's sport you have had altogether ! " said he, coming 
clo^e up to me. " It will be my turn to go out with you next, will it not, 
father r' Just about here there is nothing to shoot, and I have found it very 
dull." 

" Still you have been doing 3'our duty, my dear boy : you were entrusted with 
the care of the family, and a youth of manly character will not dcpeiid for hap- 
piness on mere excitement." 

As the shades of night approached, we made haste to conclude the day's work, 
by preparing the kangaroo, part for immediate use, and part for salting. The 
animab were fed, and a plentiful allowance of salt made to them. Our own 
supper of broiled salmon and potatoes was dispatched with great appetite, and 
we retired, with thankful hearts, to sound and well-eained repose. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Jack and Emest disapiKJar — Fritz and I start for tlie wreck— The boys' ambuscade-'We 
form a raft— Ransack the vessel— Again embark — A Turtle in sight — ^Fritz harpoons 
it — The Turtle acts us "SU-ani Tug"— Safe ashore — Return home — Jack's clay-field 
— A fresli discovciy — Tlie mother's cellar — A trii>to thewreck — The pinnace— Jack's 
raid on the Lilliiuitiaus— A secret revealed — A new method of grinding floifr— 
Wliolesome or poisonous ?— Bread-making in eamcert. 

Nkxt momiiiir, while the brciikfnst was getting readj', I attended to the 
beautiful akin of the kangaroo, which I was anxious to preserve entire; and 
afterwards, when Fritz had prepared everything in readiness for our trip to the 
wreck, I called Enicst and Jack in order to give them some parting injunctiDns. 
They, hoAvever, had disappeared directly after breakfast, and their mother could 
only^uess, that, as we required potatoes, they might have gone to fetch a supply. 
I desired her to reprove tnem, on their return, for starting away without lesre; 
bnt, as it appeared they had taken Turk, I satisfied myself that no harm 
was likely to Dcfall them, although it was not without reluctance that I left my 
dear wife alone with little Fniuz, cheering her with hopes of our speedy return 
with new treasures from the wreck. 

Advancing steadily on our way, we crossed the bridge at Jackal Biver, when 
suddenlv, to our no small astonishment. Jack and Eniest burst out of a hidiiig- 
place where they had lain in wait for us, and were enchanted with ttie startling 
ettVot of their unexpected appearance upon their unsuspecting^ father and 
brother. It was evident that they fully believed they might now go "with us to 
the Avreck. 

To this notion I at once put a decided stop, although T could not find in 
my heart to scold the two merry rogues for their thoughtless. frolic, more 
especially as I particularly wished to send back a message to my wife. I told them 
they must hurry home, so as not to leave their mother in suspense, although, as 
they were already so far, they might collect some salt. And I instructed them 
to explain that, as my work on board would take up a long time, she must try 
to bear with our absence for a night. This I had meant to say when we partea, 
but my courage had failed, knowing how much she would object to such a plan, 
and I had resolved to return in the evening. 

On consideration, however, of the importance of constructing a raft, which 
was my intention in going, and finishing it without a second trip, I determined 
to remain on board for the night, as the boys hadj unintentionally, given me the 
chance of sending a message to that eft'ect. 

" Good-bye, boys, take care of yourselves ! we're off,*' shouted Fritz, as I 
joined him in the tub-boat, and we shoved off. 

The current carried us oriskly out of the bay ; we were very soon moored 
safely alongside the wreck, and scrambling up her shattered sides stood, on what 
remained of the deck, and began at once to lay our plans. ^ 

I wanted to make a raft fit to carry on shore a great variety of article far too 
large and heavy for our present boat. A number of empty water-casks seemed 
just what was required for a foundation : we closed them tightly, pushed them 
overboard, and arranging twelve of them side hy side in rows of three, we firmly 
secured them together by means of spars, and then proceeded to lay a good 
substantial floor of planks, which was defended by a low bulwark. In this way 
we soon had a first-rate raft, exactly suited to our purpose. 

It would have been impossible to return to land that same'evening, for we were 
thoroughly fatigued by our labours, and had eaten only the light refreshment we 
had brougnt in our wallets, scarcely desisting a moment from our work. 

Rejoicing that we were not expected home, Ave now made an excellent supper 
fi^m the ship's provisions, and tiien rested for the night on spring mattresses, a 
perfect luxury to us, after our hard and nairo\i \iaxamoQ\a» 
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Kext moftiing we actiyely get about loading the raft and boat : first carrying 
off the entire contents (^ our own cabins ; and, passing on to the Captain's 
TQK/tSiy we removed the f^imiture, as well as the doors atid window-frames, with 
their bolts, bars, and locks. We next took the officcn* chests, and those 
beiongi^ to the carpenter and gunsmith ; the contents of these latter we had to 
remoye in portions, as their weight was far beyond our strength. 

One lai^e chest was filled witn on assortment of fancy goods, and reminded us 
of a jeweller's shop, so glittering was the di^Iay of gold and silver watches, 
shuff-boxes, buckles^ stud^, chains^ rings, and all manner of trinkets ; these, and 
a box of money, drew our attention for a time ; but more useful to us at present 
wtts a case of common knives and forks, which I was glad to find, as Inore suited 
to us than the smart silver (4ies we had previoudy taken on shore. To my 
delight we found, tnoet carefiilly backed, a number of young fhiit ti^ees ; and we 
read on the tickets attached to tnem the names, so pleasant to European ears, 
of th^ apple, pear, chestnut, orange, almond, peach, apricot, plum, cherr}^, 
and vine. 

The cargo, which had beeii destined for the supply of a distant colony, proyc?d, 
in fact, a rich and almost inexhaustible treasure to us. Ironmongety, plumber's 
tools, lead, paint, grind-stones, cart wheels, and all that was hecessaiy for thb 
work of a smith's forge, spades and plough -shares, sacks of maise, peas, oats, and 
wheat, a hand-mill, and also the parts of a saw-null so careMly numbet^ that, 
were we strong enough, it would oe easy to put it up> had been stowed away. 

So bewildered were We by the wealth atDund us that for some time we were at 
a loea as to what to remove to the raft. It would be impossible to take eyciy- 
thing ; yet the first storm would complete the destruction of Uie ship, and we 
should lose all We left behind. Selecting a number of tlw tnoet uselul articles, 
however, including of course the grain and the fruit trees, we gradually loaded 
our raft. Fishing lines, reels, cordage, and a couple of hat-poons were put on 
boaul, as well as a mariner's compass. 

Fritz, recollecting our encounter with the shark, placed the harpoons in 
readiness ; and ainused me by seeming to picture himself a whaler, flourishing 
his harpoon in most approved fashion. 

Early in the afternoon, both our cmfts were heavily laden, and we were 
ready to make for the shore. The yoyage was begun with consldemble anxiety, 
as, with the raft in tow, there was some danger of an accident. 

But the sea being calm and the wind favourable, we found We could spread the 
sail, and our progress was very satisfactory. 

Presently, Fritz asked me for the telescope, as he had observed something 
curious floating at a distance. Then handing it back, he begged me to examine 
the object; which I soon discovered to be a turtle asleep on the water, and 
of coursfe unconscious of our approach. 

** Do, father, steer towards it ! " exclaimed he. 

I accordingly did «o, that he might have a nearer look at t^e creature. Little 
did I BUfjpeet what was td follow. The lad*s back was turned to toe, and the 
broad sail was between us, so that I could not perceive his iactious > when, all of 
a euddeU) I ^cperienoed a i^ock, and the thrill as of line running t^ugh a reel. 
Before I had tm\e to call out, a second shook, abd the seiisatioii of the boat being 
rapidly cbnawn through the wditer, alarmed me. 

** Fritz, what are you about \ " cried I, " you are sending us to the bottom." 

*^ I have him, hurrah ! I have him safe ! " shouted he, in eag^r excitement. 

To my amazement, I perceived that he really had struck the tortoise with 
a harpoon ; a rope was attached to it, and the 6reat«tfe Was running away 
with us. 

Lowering the sail and seizing my hateket> I hastened f(»:ward, in order to cut 
the line, and cast adrift at once turtle and harpoon. 

"Fathet! do wait!" pleaded the boy, "tnere is no danger jurt yet? I 
promise to cut t^e line myself the instant it is necessary ! Let u« catc^h. th.^ 
turtle if we possibly can." 

"Mj dotf- ho% the turtle will be a very de«ct Wt^msi^ M \A xk^^H*. ^^ 's^ 
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goods into the sea, even if he does not drown lu too. For heaven's sake be 
careful ! I will wait a few minutes, but the instant there is danger, cut the line." 

As the turtle be^an to make for the open sea, I hoisted the sail again; sod, 
finding the opposition too much for it, tne creature again directed its course 
landward, drawing us rapidly after it. The part of the shore, for which ^ 
turtle was making, was considerably to the left of our usual landing-place. Tho 
beaeh there shelved very gradually, and at some distance from land we grounded 
with a sharp shock, but fortunately without a capsize. 

The turtle was evidently greatly exhausted, and no wonder, since it had been 
acting the part of a steam tug, and had been dragging, at ftill speed, a couple of 
heavily laden vessels. Its intention was to escape to land ; out I leaped into 
the water, and wading up to it, despatched it with my axe. Sudi was ils 
tenacity of life, however, that it did not eease its struggles, until I had actually 
severed its head from its body. 

As wo were by no means far from Falconhurst, Fritz ^ve notice of our 
approach by firing off his gun, as well as shouting loudly in his glee ; and, whik 
we were yet engaged in securing our boats and getting the turtle on shores the 
whole family appeared in the distance hastening eagerly towards us ; and our 
new prize, together with the well-laden boat and raft, excited ^<b liveliest 
interest, my wife's chief pleasure, however, consisted in seeing us safelv bsci, 
as our night's absence had disturbed her, and she was horrified by the dEescrip- 
tion of our dangerous run in the wake of our fugitive turtle. 

Being anxious to remove some of our goods before night, the bojrs ran off to 
fetch the sledge ; while I, having no anchor, contrived to moor the boats by 
means of some of the heavy blocks of iron we had brought. 

It required our united strength to get the turtle hoisted on to the sledge, its 
weight being prodigious ; wc found it, indeed, with the addition of the sapling 
fruit-trees, (|uite a sufficient load. 

We then made the best of our way home, chatting merrily about our various 
adventures. The first thing to be done on arriving was to obtain some of the 
turtle's flesh to cook for supper. To my wife this appeared necessarily a work 
of time, as well as of difficulty ; but I turned the beast on its back, and soon de- 
tached a portion of tlic meat from the breast with a hatchet, by breaking the 
lower shell; and I tlien directed that it should be cooked, with a little salt, sl^ 
and all. 

" But let me first cut away this disgusting green fat," said my wife with a 
little shudder. " ^ee how it sticks all over the meat. No one could eat any- 
thing so nasty." 

" Leave the fat, whatever you do ! " exclaimed I. "Why, my dear, that is 
tho very best part, and the delight of the epicure. If there be really too much, 
cut some off— it can be used as lard, and let the dogs mako a supper of the 
refuse. " 

" And the handsome shell ! " cried Fritz ; *' I should like to make a water* 
trough of that, to stand near the brook, and be kept always full of clear waten 
How useful that would be ! " 

'^ That is a capital idea," I replied, *' and we may manage it easily, if we can 
find clay so as to make a firm foundation on which to place it." 

'* Oh, as to clay," said Jack, " I have a grand lump of clay there under 
that root." 

" WeU done, my lad ! when did you find it ? " 

'* He found a bed of clay near the river this morning," said his mother, '* and 
came home in such a mess, I had regularly to scrape his clothes and wash hiil 
thoroughly ! " 

^^ Well, mother, I can only tell you I should never in all my days have founi 
the clay, if I had not slipped and fallen amongst it." 

** That I can well believe," returned his mother ; " only, to hear your talk this 
morning, one would have thought your discovery of clay the result of very 
arduous search indeed." 

** When you btive ended the question of the cAa.^ Qaadi V)ci^ \^s3lV&-«helL(" said 
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nest, " I should like to show you some roots I found to-day * they are getting 
hsr dry now. They look something like radishes, although the plant itseu 
8 almost a hush ; but I have not ventured to taste them, although oui old sow 
s devouring them at a great rate." 

' In that you did wisely, my boy. Swine eat many things injurious to mra. 
t me see your roots. How did you discover them ? " 

'* I was rambling in the wood this morning, and came upon the sow, very busy 
abbing under a small bush, and eating something ravenously; so I drove her 
'av, and found a number of these roots, which I brought for you to see. 
^' Indeed, Ernest," I exclaimed, after taking the roots in my hand and consi- 
ring them attentively, 'M am inclined to believe that you mive really made a 
iUiant discovery ! If this proves to be. as I expect, the manioc root, we mi^ht 
le every other eatable we possess, ana yet not starve. In the AVeat Indies, 
kes called cassava bread* are made from it ; and, already having potatoes, we 
idl be very independent if we can succeed in preparing flour from these roots. 
■eat care must be taken in the manufacture to express the juice, otherwise the 
or may be injurious and even poisonous." 

" If we can collect a sufficient quantity, we will attempt bread-making. I 
ink I know how to set about it." 

Finding there was still time to make another trip with the sledge, I went off 
th the elder boys, leaving Franz vrith his mother ; and we all looked forward 
th satisfaction to the prospect of the princely supper they were to have ready 
r us, for our day's work had been none of the lightest. 

" I nave been thinking about my turtle, father," said Fritz, as we went along ; 
is not the shell very valuable ? Surely beautiful combs, boxes, and a number 
omunental things arc made of tortoise-shell, and if so, it seems a pity to use 
for a water-trough." 

" Your turtle, Fritz, is only fit for eating, its shell is worthless as regards 
nament ; whereas the species whose shell is prized so much is unfit for food, 
irtoise-shell is subjected to the action of heat, the outer layer peels off, leaving 
b^ntifuUy marked, semi-transparent surface, which is susceptible of a very 
gh polish. 

The sledge quickly received its second load from the raft. Chests, four cart- 
tieels, and the hand-mill were placed on it, with all manner of smaller articles, 
id we lost no time in returning to Falconhurst. 

The mother welcomed us ioy fully, for she said we had been regularly over- 
>rked during the last two days. " However, now you are come home to rest," 
id she, ** and you little think what refreshment awaits you here in the shade. 
»me and see my cellar ! " and she smilingly exhibited a small cask, half sunk 
the ground, and well sheltered with leaves and branches. 
**Ah! you wonder where this came from," continued the mother ; "well, I 
and it myself on the sands, to-day, whUe you were all absent ; and fancying 
was mne of some sort, I got it up here on purpose to be ready for you. The 
ys are most anxious to know what sort of wine it will prove to be." 
As the simplest method of ascertaining this, I inserted a straw at the vent- 
ile, and presently announced that in all my life I had never enjoyed a more 
li clous araught of canary sack. The mother was immensely pleased to find 
at her exertions in my behalf had not been thrown away, and the boys pressed 
und me, armed with straws, and begging for a taste. 

After so strongly expressing my own enjoyment of the wine, it seemed unrea- 
nable to deny them this, and I let them come in tums^ but was speedily 
►Uged to call a halt ; for the rogues got so eager and excited that I nad to 
prove them for their greediness, and warn them of the risk they ran of being 
toxicated. In fact, I blamed myself for allowing them to have this strong wine 
, a beverage at all. They were wholly unaccustomed to it, and were besides 
ligued and very hungry. Sunper was more to the purpose ; and, as the turtle 
•oved delicious, it was heartily enjoyed, and gave ua &ti%\\^^ \o Y^ssnUl *Csssi 
lattresses we had hrought from the ship, up ixitooxtt ^'BC^\xi%-xwsav^^^»''55wa^» 
?ry refreshing slumbers closed the day. 
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Early, next mornings, I got up without rousing any of the others, intendinif 
to pay a visit to the beach ; for I had my doubts about the safety of my vesseu 
on tlie open Hhore. The dogs were delighted when I desoended the ladider, and 
bounded to meet me ; the cocks crowed and flapped their wings ; two nretty kids 
gambolled around ; all was life and enef;pfy : the i^ alone seemed dismelined to 
oegin the day, and, as I especially required his services, this was luifartanate. 
I put his morning dreams to flight, however, and harnessed kim to the sledge; 
the cow, as she had not been milked, enjoyed the privilege of ftirther repose, 
and with the rest of the Ikmily, I left her dozing. 

My fears as to the safety of the boats were soon dispelled, fbr they were all 
right ; and, being in haste to return^ the load I collected from their freight vai 
but a light one, vsA the donkey willmgly trotted home with it, he, as well ssl, 
being uncommonly ready for breakfast. Approaching the tree, not a sound was 
to bo heard, not a soul was to be seen, although it was broad dav ; and great 
was my good wife's surprise, when, roused by the clatter and hullaoaloo I i^ade, 
she startod up, and became aware of the late hour ! 

** What can have made us oversleep ourselves like this P " she exclaimed. 
" It must be tbe fault of those mattresses^ they are delightfVil, but redly too 
lulling ; see the children are soimd asleep still." 

With much stretching and many yawns, the boys at last came tumbling down 
from the tree, rubbing their eyes and seeming but half awake ; Ernest last, as usual. 

** Come, my bojs," said I, " this will never do ! Your beds wore too luxurious 
last night, I see;" in my own opinion, however, I felt there was 8<Mnetliing 
else to blame besides the comfortable mattresses, and I made a mental resolve 
that the captain's fine canary should be dealt with very sparingly in future. 
" So now for pray era and breakfast," I continued, " and th^i off to work; I 
must have our cargo landed in time to get the boats off with the next tide." 

By dint of downriglit hard work, we accomplished this, and I got on board 
with Fritz as soon as they were afloat ; the rest turned homewards, but Jack 
lingered behind with such imploring looks, that I could not resist taking him 
with me. 

My intention had been simply to take the vessels round to the harbour in 
Safety Bay, but the calm sea and fine weather tempted me to make another 
trip to the wreck. It took up more time than I expected, so that, when on 
board, we could only make a further examination of the cargo, collect a few 

f portable articles, and then avail ourselves of the sea-breeze which would fail us 
ater In the evening. 

To Jack the pleasure of hunting about in the hold, was novel and charming, 
and very soon a tremendous rattling and clattering heralded )iis approach wiu 
a wheel-barrow, in the highest spirits at his good fortune in having found such 
a capital thing in which t^ bring home potatoes. 

He was followed by Fritz, whose news was still more important. He had 
found, carefully packed and enclosed within partitions, what appeared to be the 
separate parts of a pinnace, with rigging and fittings complete, even to a 
couple of small brass guns. This was a great discovery, and I hastened to see 
if tne lad was right. Indeed he was, but i)iy pleasure was qualified by a sense 
of the arduous task it would be to put such a cmft together so as to he fit for 
sea. For the pi'csent, wc had barely time to get something to eat and hurry into 
the boat, where were collected our new acquisitions, namely, a copper boUer, iron 
plates, tobacco-graters, two grindstones, a small barrel of powder, and another, 
of flints, two wheel-barrows, besides Jack's, which he kept under his own especial'- 
care. 

As we drew near the shore, we were surprised to see a number of little figures 
ranged in a row along the water's edge, and apparently gazing fixedly at us. 
They seemed to wear dark coats and light waistcoats, and stood c^uite still with 
their arms dropping by their sides, oply every now and then one would extend 
them gently, as though longing to embrace us. 

**Ahl here at last come the pigmy in\xa\)itaii\.% ot "^^^ country to welcome 
us / " cried J, laughing. 



Lilliputians, gj 

- " Oh, father ! " eMl^med Jaclf, " I hope they tav Llllipntiane \ I onen r«iil 
in a book about them, bo there must bo euch iwoplo }^ou know, on!]- Qit;^ look 
lather too Urge." 



I after n-e liindnl. Tlipj- c 



ashore, took the 
unsuspectliig bhde 
by Burpriee, and 
with hii Btick laid 
half a dozeD, right 
and left, either 
stunnod or doud nt 
hia feet. The 






the 



tfater, diveil, and 
dJHippearcd. 

As these pen- 
guins aro dimgree- 
alile food, CD uc- 
Goimt of theiiBtroDg 

sorry Jiick Imd at- 
tached them ; hut 
Boing to esamino 
thorn when we 
Ifuided, some of thu 
fitlhpn arose from 

bi-gan soleimily 



waddle 1 



vaj-, upc 



which we caught 
them, and tj-inj: 
ttrdr fert together 
with long grass, 
Isid them on the 
sand to wait unWl 




% bj Jai-k, 



The unusual noise of our approach sot the dogs barking (iirioTttlj-. but dia- 
inrering na, they rushed forward mth Bueh forcible demon Btrationa of delight, 
that poor little Jack, nho, as it WB", could acarcely manage Mb barrow, was 
fairly upset, penguins and all. Ihia was too much for hia patience, and it was 
absuvd to ace how he started up and cuSbd tliem soundly for (heir boislerous 
behiTiour. 

This scene, and the csaminatioi 
the tobacco-grater and iron platea ei ._ , , ....... _ 

I sent tho boys to catch aome of our geese aud duAs, animji ftiCTH ^*%to> a. 
penguin to each bj tbe \eg, tMnldng that it was worth. -wYato ii 1t^ vo Viw,' 
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My wife liad exerted herself in our absence to provide a good 8tore of poti- 
toes/nnd also of manioc root. I admired her inaustry, and little Fianz said, 
" Ah, father ! I wonder what you will say when mother and I give you eomfi 
Indian corn, and melons, and pumpkins, and cucumbers!" 

*' Now you little chatterbox ! ** cried she, "you have let out my secret! I 
was to have the pleasure of surprising your father when my plants wen 
growing up." 

*' Ah, the poor disappointed little mother!" said I. "Never mind! lam 
charmed to hear about it. Only do tell me, where did those seeds come firom ?" 

'^ Out of my magic bag, of course ! *' replied she. " And each time I hare 
gone for potatoes, I have sown seeds in the ground which was dug up to get 
them ; and I have planted potatoes also.*' 

" Well done, you wise little woman ! '* I exclaimed. " Why you are a model 
of prudence ana industry ! ** . 

" But," continued she, '^ I do not half like the appearance of those tobacoo- 
^aters you have brought. Is it possible you are gomg to make snuff? Do, 
pray, let us make suro of abundance of food for our mouths, before we think of 
our noses ! " 

" Make your mind easy, my wife," said I. **I have not the remotest inten- 
tion of introducing the dirty, ridiculous habit of snuffing into your family! 
Please to treat my graters witli respect, however, becau.^e they are to be toe 
7Dean8 of providing you with tlie first fresh, bread you have seen this many a 
long day. 

"What possible connection can there be between bread and tobacco-grateis? 
I cannot imagine what you mean, and to talk of bread where there are no 
ovens is only tantalising.'*' 

" Ah, you must not expect real loaves,*' said I. '* But on these flat iron plates 
I can bake flat cakes or scones, which will be excellent bread ; I mean to try at 
once what I can do with Krnest's roots. And first of all, I want you to make me 
a nice strong canvas bag." 

This the mother willinj?ly undertook to do, but she evidently had not much 
faith in my powers as a baker, and I saw her set on a good potful of potatoes 
before beginning to work, as though to make sure of a meal without depencUng 
on my bread. 

Spreading a large sail-cloth on the ground, I summoned my boys and set to 
work. Each took a grater and a supply of well-washed manioc root, and when 
all were seated round the cloth, — " Once, twice, thrice ! Off ! " cried I, begin* 
ning to rub a root as hard as I could against the rough surface of my grater. 
My example was instantlv followed by the whole party, amid bursts of merri- 
ment, as each remarked tne funny attitude and odd gestures of his neighbours 
while vehemently rubbing, rasping, grating and grinding down the roots allotted 
to him. No one was tempted oy the look of the flour to stop and taste it, for in 
truth it looked much like wet sawdust. 

" Cassava bread is highly esteemed in many parts of the New World, and I 
have even heard that some Europeans there prefer it to the wheaten bread of 
their own coimtry. There are various species of manioc. One sort grows 
quicklv, and its roots ripen in a very short time. Another kind is of some- 
what slower growth. The roots of the third kind do not come to maturity for two 
years. The two first are poisonous if eaten raw, yet they are preferred to the 
third, which is harmless, because they are so much more fruitful, and the flour 




The dry pith 

is wholesome and nourishing. Still, I do not mean to taste my cakes, until I 
have tried their efffect on our fowls and the ape." 

By this time our supply of roots being reduced to damp powder, the canvas 

bag was filled with it, and tying it tightly up, I attempted to squeeze it, but 

Boon found that mechanical aid was necessary in order to express the moisture. 

My arrangements for thia purpose were as ioUowa, k «to(m^ ^^x^^:^\)e»m was 
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made flat on one side, smooth planks wer« laid across two of the lower roots of 
our tree ; on these we placed the sack, above the sack another plank, and over 
that the lon^ beam ; one end was passed under a root near the sack, the other 
projected fBx forward. And to that we attached all the heaviest weights we 
could think of^ such as an anvil, iron bars, and masses of lead. The conseouent 
pressure on the bag was enormous, and the sap flowed from it to the grouna. 

*' Will this stuff keep any time r '' inquired my wife, who came to see how we 
were getting on. '* Or must all this great bagful be used at once ? In that case 
we shall have to spend the whole of to-morrow in baking cakes." 

" Not at all,'' I replied ; '* once dry, the flour in barrels will keep fresh a long 
time. We shall use a great deal of this, however, as you shall see." 

" Do you think we might begin now, father ? " said Fritz. " There does not 
seem Hie least moisture remaining." 

"Certainly," said I. "But I shall only make one cake to-day for an 
experiment ; we must see how It agrees with Master £nips and the hens before 
we set up a bakehouse in regular ityle." 

I took out a couple of handfuls of flour for this purpose, and with a stick 
loosened and stirrea the remainder, which I intended should again be pressed. 
While an iron plate placed over a good fire was getting hot, I mixed tne meal 
with water and a. Little salt, kneaded it well, and forming a thickish cake, laid 
it on the hot plate, when one side presently becoming a nice yellow brown 
colour, it was turned and was quickly naked. 

It smelt so delicious, that the boys quite envied the two hens and the monkey, 
who were selected as the subjects of this interesting experiment, and they 
dlently watehed them gobbling up the bits of cake I gave them^ until Fritz 
turned to me, saying, " Suppose the cake is poisonous, what effect will it have on 
tiie creatures ? WiU they be stupefied, or will they suffer pain ? *' 

"That depends upon the nature of the poison. Some cause violent pain, as 
solchicum, nellebore, and aconite. Others produce stupefaction and paralysis, as 
opium, hemlock, and prussic acid ; while others again, as strychnme, are fol- 
lowed by violent convulsions, or, as belladonna, by delirium. The effects 
of course vary according to the quantity taken, and such remedies should 
be applied as will best counteract the effect of each poison : emetics in anj case 
to remove as much as possible of the noxious substance, combined with oils and 
mucilaginous drinks to soothe and protect the stomach in the case of irritants ; 
stimulants, such as spirits, ammonia, or strong coffee to rouse from the stupor of 
the narcotics ; and sedative drugs, which are perhaps in themselves poisons, to 
counteract the over stimulation of the nerves causea by the convulsant poisons. 
But now let us think no more of poisons ; here is supper ready, and we need not 
be afraid to eat roast penguin and potatoes." 

No sooner said than done ; we left the fowls picking up the least crumb they 
could find of the questionable food, and assembled to enjoy our evening meal. 
The potatoes were as usual excellent, the penguin really not so bad as I expected, 
although fishy in taste and very tough. 

Next morning every one expressed the tenderest concern as to the health of 
Knips and the hens; and lively pleasure was in every countenance when Jack, 
who ran first to make the visit of inquiry, brought news of their perfect good 
health and spirits. 

No time was now to be lost, and bread-baking commenced in earnest. A large 
fire was kindled, the pLates heated, the meal made into cakes, each of the boys 
busily' preparing his own, and watching the baking most eagerly. Mistakes 
occurred, of course ; some of the bread was burnt, some not done enough ; but a 
pile of nice tempting cakes was at length ready, and with plenty of good milk 
we breakfasted nght royally, and in high spirits at our success. 

Soon after, whilst feeding the poultry with the fragments of the repast, 
I observed that the captive penguins were quite at ease among them and as 
tame as the geese and ducks ; their bonds weie t\ieTelote Vioefc^, ^x^^*^^-^ ^vsw^ 
left as free as the other fowla. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Xow for the i>innncc— Repeated visits to tlie wreck— The pinnace l)uilt — Hpw aluillwe 
cut her out ?— The difficulty solved— We fit her out— Fire a salute -The mother's 
surprise— We visit Falconhurst— Attend to our flruit trees— Athletics— The lasso— 
An excursion— A Bustard captured— Ernest discovers a magician— Jack flgfats him 
—The Liane Rouge— We turn carvers— Ernest's alkrm— The old sow again — ^We dis- 
cover a sleeping l)eauty— Return with it t» the camp— Knips pronounces our apples 
"good"— Return to Falconhurst. 

Having now discovered how to provide bread for my ftimily, my tboughtB 
began to revert to the wreck and all the valuables yet contained within it. 
Above all, I was bent on acquiring possession of the beautiful pinnance, and 
aware that our united efforts would be required to do the necessary work, I 
began to coax and persuade the mother to let me go in force with all her 
boys except Franz. 

She very unwillingly gave lier consent at last, but not until I had faithfully 
promised never to pass a night on board. I did so with reluctance, and we 
parted, neither feeling quite satisfied with the arrangement. 

The boys were deliglited to go- in so large a party, and merrily carried 
provision-oags filled with cassava bread and potatoes. 

Reaching Safety Ray without adventure, we first paid a visit to the goese and 
ducks which inhabited the marsli there, and having red them and seen they were 
thriving well, we buckled on eacli his cork-belt, stepped into the tub-boat, and, 
with the raft in tow, steered straight for the wreck. 

"When we got on board, I desired the boys to collect whatever came first to 
hand, and load the raft to be ready for our return at night, and then we made a 
minute inftpection of the pinnace. 

I came to the conclusion that difficulties, welUnigh insupemble, lay between 
mo and the safe possession of the beautiful little vessel. She lay in a most un- 
get-at-able position at the further end of tho^ hold, stowed in so confined and 
narrow a space, that it was impossible t<J think of fitting the parts together 
there. At the same time these parts were so heavy, that removing them to a 
convenient place piece by piece was equally out of the question. 

I sent the boys away to amuse themselves by rummaging out anything they 
liked to carry away, and sat dovvTi quietly to consider the matter. 

As my eyes became used to the dim light which entered the compartment 
through a cnink or cre^^ce here and there, I perceived how carefully o\'ery part 
of the pinnace was arranged and marked witn numbers, so that if only I could 
bestow sutficient time on the work, and contrive space in which to execute it, I 
might reasonably hoi)o for success. .... 

" Room ! room to work in, boys ! that's what we need in the first placo ! " I 
cried, as my sons came to see what plan I had devised, for so great was their 
reliance on me, that they never doubted the pinnace was to be ours. 

" Fetch axes, and let us break down toe compartment and clear space 
all round." 

To work we all went, yet evening drew near, and but little impression 
was made on the mass of woodwork around us. "We had to acknowledge that an 
immense amount of labour and perseverance would be required before we could 
call ourselves the ownoi-g of the useful and elegant little craft, which lay within 
this vast hulk like a fossil shell embedded in a rock. 

Prepai-ations for returning to shore were hastily made, and we landed 

without much relish for the long walk to Falconnurst, when, to our great 

surprise and pleasure, wo found the mother and little Franz at Tentholm 

awaiting us. She had resolved to take up her quarters there during the time 

wo should bo enffaged on the wreck. " In that >Nay 7^^ ^''^ '^^^'ftSMwc "^^aur 

worA', and I shall not quite lose sight of yo\i\" saiOi a\ie, m\)Q.«>.^\«M»3D\.«Bs^'b, 
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<< Yoa are a good, leinnble, kind wife/' I exclaimed, delighted with her plan, 
*' and we shall work with the greater diligence, that you may return as soon as 
possible to your dear Falconhurst." 

"Come and see what we have brought you, mother! " cried Fritz ; '^a good 
addition to your stores, is it not ? " and ho and his brotherrt exhibited two small 
casks of butter, three of flour, 00m, rice, and many other articles welcome to our 
careAil housewife. 

Our days were now apent in hard work on board, first cutting and clearing 
an open anace round the piimace, and then putting the parts together. We 
started eany and returned at night, bringing each time a valuable freight from 
the old yesaeL 

At length, with incredible labour, all was completed. The pinnace stood 
actually ready to be launched, but impiisoned within massive wooden walls 
which defied our strength. 

It seemed exactly as though the graceful vessel had awakened from sleep, and 
was longing to spring into tne free blue sea, and spread her wiiifrs to tlie breeze. 
I could not bear to think that our success so far should be followed by failure 
and disappointment. Yet no possible means of setting her free could I conceive, 
and I was almost in despair, when an idea occurred to me, which, if I could 
carry it out, would effect her release without further labour or delay. 

without explaining my purpose, I got a large cast-ii-on mortar, tilled it with 
eunpowder, secured a block of oak to the top, through which I pierced u hole 
for the insertion of the match, and this great petard I so i)laced, that when it 
exploded, it should blow out the side of Uie vessel next which the pinanec lay. 
Then securing it with chains, that the recoil might do no damage, I told the 
bays I was going ashore earlier than usual, and calmly desired them to get into 
the boat. Then lighting a match I had prepared, ana which would bum some 
time before reaching the powder, I hastened after them with a beating heart, 
and we made for the land. 

We brought the raft close in shore and began to unload it : the other boat I 
did not haiil up, but kept her ready to nut off at a moment's notice ; my anxiety 
was unobserved by anyone, as I listenea with strained nerves for the expected 
sound. It came !— a flash ! a mighty roar — a grand burst of smoke ! 

My wife and children, terror-stricken, turned their eyes towards the sea, 
whence the startling noise came, and then in fear and wonder, looked to me ibr 
some explanation. " Perhaps," paid the mother, as I did not speak, " perhaps 
you have left a light bmiiing near some of the gunpowder, and an explosion 
has taken pla^e.'* 

" Not at all unlikely," replied I, quietly ; " we had a fire below when we were 
caulking the seams of the pinnace. I shall go off at once and see what has 
happened. Will any one come F " 

•Tne bojrs needed no second invitation, but sprang into tho boat, while I 
lingered to re-aasure my wife by whispering a few words of explanation, 
and then joining them, we pulled for tne wreck at n more rapid rate than we 
ever had done before. 

No alteration had taken place in the side at which we usually boarded her, 
and we pulled round to the further side, where a marvellous sight awaited us. 
A huge rent appeared, the decks and bulwarks were torn open, tho water was 
covered with floating wreckage — all seemed in ruins ; and the compartment 
where the pinnace rested was fully revealed to view. There sat the little beauty, 
to all appearance uninjured ; and the boys, whose attention was taken up with 
the melancholy scene of ruin and confusion around them, were astonished to 
hear me shout in enthusiastic delight : " Hurrah ! she is ours ! The lov(.'ly 
pinnace is won ! we shall be able to launch her easily after all. Come, boys, let 
us see if she has suffered from the explosion, which has set her free." 

The boys gazed at me for a moment, and then guessing my secret, "You 
planned it yourself, you clever, cunning father ! Oh, that macliVMk -^^ \\fcV:^vi.\ 
to make, was on purpose io \ilovf it up ! " cried they ', auA. ea^etV^ ^c^ i<j>^'Ck^VL^ 
me into the shattered opemngj where, to my intenae &ataBSac\vo\i>\V>\aA«^«^- 
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thiiijr as I could wish, and the captive in no way a sufferer from the violent 
njo.iaures I had adopted for her deliverance. 

TIlo boys were deeply interested in examining the effects of the ezploeion, and 
m the explanation I gave them, of the principle, and proper way to manage a 
petard. 

It was evident that the launch could now he effected without much trouble ; I 
had been careful to place rollers beneath the keel, so that by means of levers 
and pulleys we might, with our united strength, move her forward towards the 
water. A rope was attached by which to regulate the speed of the descent, and 
then, all hands putting their shoulders to the work, the pinnace began to slide 
from the stocks, and finally slipped gently and steadily mto the water, where 
she floated as if conscious it was her native element ; while we, wild with exdte- 
ment, cheered and waved enthusiastically. "We then only remained long enough 
to secure our prize carefully at the most sheltered point, and went back to 
Tentholm, where we accounted for the explosion ; saying that having blown 
SI way one side of the ship, we should be aole to obtain the rest of its contents 
with a very few more days work. 

These days were devoted to completing the rigging, the mounting of her two 
little brass guns, and all necessary arrangements about the pinnace. It was 
wronderful what martial ardour was awakened by the possession of a vessel 
armed with two real guns. The boys chattered incessantly about savages, fleets 
of canoes, attack, defence, and final annihilation of the invaders. 

I assured them that, brilliant as their victories would doubtless be, we should 
have good cause to thank God if their fighting powers and new-bom valour were 
never put to the test. 

The pinnace was fully equipped and ready to sail, while yet no idea of the 
surprise we were preparing for her had dawned upon my wife, and I permitted 
the boys, who haa kept the secret so well, to fire a salute when we entered the 
bay. 

Casting off from the ship, and spreading the sail, our voyage began. The 
pinnace glided swiftly through the wat^r, I stood at the helm, Ernest and Jack 
manned the guns, and Fritz gavQ the word of command, " Fire! " Bang ! bang! 
rattled out a thrilling report, which echoed and re-echoed among the clii^ 
followed by our shouts and hun*aha. 

The motner and her little boy inished hastily forward from near the tent, and 
we could plainly see their alarm and astonishment ; but speedily recognising us, 
they waved joyfully, and came quickly to the landing-place to meet us. 

By skilful management we brought the pinnace near a projection of the bank, 
and Fritz assisted his mother to come on board^ where, breathless with haste and 
excitement, she exclaimed, *'You dear, homd, wonderful people, shall I scold 
you or praise you ? You have frightened me out of my wits I To see a beautifiil 
little snip come sailing in was startling enough, for I could not conceive who 
might be on board, but the report of your guns made me tremble with fear — and 
had I not recognised your voices directly after, I should have run away with 
Franz — Heaven knows where ! But have vou really done all this work your- 
selves ?" she continued, when we had been forgiven for terrifying her with our 
vaiu-glorious salute. *' What a charming little yacht ! I should not bo afraid 
to sail in this myself." 

After the pinnace had been shown off, and received the admiration she 




iproved our time every day of joui 
We all landed, and with great curiosity followed the mother up the river to- 
wards the cascade ; where, to our astonishment, we found a garden neatly laid 
out in beds and walks; and she continued, " We don't frighten people by firiig 
salutes in honour of our performances ; although, by-and-by, I too shall want fire 
in a peaceable form. Look at my beds of lettuce and cabbages, my rows of 
beans and peas I Tliink what delicious dinueTs I ahall be able to cook for you, 
and give me credit for my diligence." 
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'< My dear wife ! " I exclaimed, ** this ia beautiful ! You have done wonders ! 
Bid you not find the work too hard ? " 

** The ground is light and easy to dig hereabouts," she replied. '* I hare 

J>lanted potatoes, and cassaya root^ there is space for sugar-canes, and the young 
hiit trees, and I shall want you to contrive to irrigate them, by leading water 
from the cascades in hollow bamboos. Up by the sheltering rocks I mean to 
have pine-apples and melons, they will look splendid when thev spread theie. 
To shelter the beds of European vegetables from the heat of the sun. I have 
planted seeds of maize round them. The shadow of the tall plants 
win afford protection from the burning rays. Do you think that is a good 
phm?" 

'^ I do indeed ; the whole arrangement is capital. Now, as sunset approaches, 
we must return to the tent for supper and rest, for both of which we are all 
quite ready." 

The time passed in hnnpy talk over our many new interestt* ; every one had 
the pleasant sensation which attends suecessfuf labour, as well as experiencing 
the joy of affording unexpected pleasure to others ; and I especially pointed out 
to my sons, how truly genuine happiness consists in that, rather than in mere 
self-gratification. 

Next morning, my wife said: *'If you can exist on shore long enough to 
visit Falconhurst, dear husband, I should like you to attend to the little fruit 
trees. I fear they have been too much neglected. I have watered them occa- 
sionally, and spread earth over the roots as they lay, but I could not manage to 
plant them." 

"You have done far more than I could have expected, my wife,'* 1 replied, 
** and provided you do not ask me to give up the sea altogether, I most willingly 
agree to your request, and will go to Falconhurst as soon as the raft is uulouded, 
and everjrthing safely arranged here." 

life on shore was an agreeable change for us all, and the boys went actively 
to work, so that the stores were quickly brought up to the tent, piled in order, 
and carefully covered with sailcloths, fastened down by pegs all round. The 
pinnace being provided with an anchor, was properly moored, and her elegant 
appearance auits altered the look of our harbour, hitnerto occupied only by the 
grotesque tuo-boat, and flat uninteresting raft. 

Taking an ample supply of everything we should require at Falconhurst, we 
were soon comfortably re-established in that charming abode, its peaceful shade 
seeming more delightful than ever, after the heat and hard work we had lately 
undergone. 

Several Simdays had passed duriug our stay at Teutholm, and the welcome 
Day of Best now returned again, to be observed with heartfelt devotion and 
gnU;eful praise. 

I did not attempt too much in the form of preaching, as I could not have 
secured the attention of my hearers to any long-winded discourse, but they were 
interested in the Bible-reading and simple instructions I drew from it, and 
their young voices joined sweetly in favourite hymns, which my wife sang from 
memory. 

In tne evening, I desired my boys to let me sec thek dexterity in athletic 
exercises, such as running, leaping, wrestling, and climbing ; telling them that 
they must keep up the practice of these things, so as to grow strong active men, 
powerful to repel and cope with danger, as well as agile and swift-footed to 
escape from it. Ko man can be really courageous and self-reliant without an 
inward consciousness of physical power and capability. 

" I want to see my sons strong, both morally and physically," said I ; " thaf 
means, little Franz," (as the large blue eyes looked inquinngly up at mej 
** brave to do what is good and right, and to hate evil, and strong to work, hunt, 
and provide for themselves and others, and to fight if necessary." 

On the folloviring dav, the boys seeming disposed to carry out my wishes by 
muscular exercise of all sorts, I encouraged them \i^ eac^m'^L^^^^'^'^^'^'^^^'^^®^ 
a curious new weapon for Uiem, only they imi&t "ytoTsasfc laoX. Xa \bssekSiriv. "^aa 
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{)ractice of archery: as to their guns, I had no reason tb fear they would k 
aid aside. 

Taking a long: cord, I attached a leaden bullet to each end. and had instantly 
to answer a stoi-ni oi^ questions as to what this could p(J§6ibly he for. 

" This is a miniature lasso," said I ; " the Mcicicans. l?atagDiiians, and various 
tribes of South America, make use of this irtreapon in nuhtin^, i\it!l marvellous 
dexterity, only, having no bullets, thc^ fasten stoties to th^ iupes. which are 
immenselv longer than this. One end is swuhg found and tound tne mounted 
hunter's head, and then cast with skill and precision towai^ the animal he 
wishes to slrike ; immediately drawing it back, he can repeat the blow, and 
either kill or wound his prey. Frequently, however, the intention is to laW 
the animal, wild horse, or buflfhlo, or whatever it may be, alive ; and in that 
fcase, the lasso is thrown, while riding in hot pursuit, in such a way as to nute 
the stone twist many times round the neck, body, or legs of the fugitive, arrest- 
ing him even in full career." 

" Oh, ftither, what a splendid contrivance ! "Will you try it now P There is 
the donkey, father ! do catch the donkey.'* 

Not at all certain of my powers, I decunied to practise Upon a live subject, btil 
consented to make a trial of skill by aiming at the stump of a tree at no grtat 
distance. 

My success surpassed my own cxi)ectation8 ; the stump was entwined by thfe 
cord in such a way as to leave no doubt whatever as to the feasibility of the 
wonderful performances I described ; and I was assailed by petitions n^m the 
boys, each anxious to possess a lasso of his own, -without a moment's delay. 

As the manufacture was simple, their wishes were speedily gratificn, and 
liisso-practice became the order oi the day. 

Fritz, who was the most active and adroit, besides having, of Course, fte 
greatest muscular strength, soon became skilled in the art. 

That night a change came over the weather, and early next morning 1 per- 
ceived that a gale of wind was getting up. From the neight tf Ottr trees I 
could see that the surface of the sea was in violent agitation. 

It was with no small satisfaction that I thought of our hard- won pinUaDce, 
«afely moored in the harbour, and recollected that there was nothing to call us 
to the wreck for the next few days. 

My attention was by no means monopolised by my sons and their amutemchts. 
The good mother had much to show me demanding my approval, advice, or 
assistance, as the case might be. 

A good supply of wild pigeons and ortolans had been snared, partly eooked, 
and preserved in laird. Of these she showed me her small cask well filled. 

Then the nests of various pairs of tame pigeons were exhibited, but her chief 
care was the unpromising condition of her dear little fruit trees, for, having 
been forgotten, they were so dry and withered, that unless plAnted Without 
further delay, she feafed We should lose them. 

This needful work we set about, therefore, at once, proposing afterwards an 
excursion to the Calabiash "Wood, in order to mattUractui« a large supply of 
vessels and utensils of all sorts and sizes. 

Every dne was inclined for this expedition ; consequently the planting of the 
orchard was carried on with surprising -vigour, but >va8 not completed until 
towards evening ; and then all sorts of arrangemehts were made for an early 
start next day. The mother and Franz were to be of the party? and their 
equipment took some time, for we meant to make a grand fanmiy exciiittioii 
attended b^ our domestic pets and servants ! 

By sunrise we were all astir, and everything; quitkly made lieady for a 
start. 

The sl6clge loaded with ammuhition and baskets of provisions, and drawh by 
the donkey, was to be used for carrying home our gourd manufiaetui^s, as well 
as any other prize we might fall in with. 

Turk, as usual, headed the procession, c\ad m"his coaVxiiiftssil. 
Hben came the boya with their guna twid ^ameAja^. 'tVx^'a iSksK^^ «tA.\ 
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followed, and behind trotted Juno, not in very good spirits, poor do? ! liecauso 
Master Knips, vho had no idea of being left akme, niiut needs riik' on her 
back. 

On this occasion I took two guns -with me, one loaded with shot for game, 
another with ball for our defence against beasts of pre^. 

Flamingo Harsh was quickly crMeed, and the magnifieent rnniitry beyond biv 
extended in all its beauty and fertility before our eyes. It was new to ujy wile' 
and two of thb boys, and the lovely prospect enchant(>d them. 

Here Fritz and Jack turned aside into the bush, where pri'scntlv loud barking 
was followed by the quick teport of a gun, and a large bird, wliirh had risen 
from the thicket, fell nearilj to the grotmd before us. Fur from resigning itself, 
howeyer, to death or captivity, it sprang to its feet, and, unable to 11}^, rushed 
away with extraordinary speed, hotly pursued by the ex<ited dog, while Fritz 
ran panting in the same direction, and Juno, eager to join the chase, sprung a^side 
so suddenly, that her rider was flung unceremoniously on the sand, as hIic darted 
to intercept the retreat of the active bird. This she clo'erlv accomplished, but 
its defence was maintained so fiercely, as it struck out witn its powerful legs 
and sharp claws, that neither Fritz nor the dogs could master it. 

I hastened to their assistance, and found Juno holding on nobly by the wing 
she had seized, while the bird, which proved to be u magnificent bustard. 
strangled and fought fiercely. "Watching mv opportunity, I threw a larnu 
handkerchief over it, and xidth difficulty succeeded in binding its legs and wiiiirs. 
It was borne in triumph to the rest of our party, who meantime hud been 
reclining on the sand. 

" What have you got P " " What has Fritz shot •-" cried the boys, starting 
up at our approach. "A bustanl ! oh, that is splendid ! " 

'* To be sure, it is the one we missed that day, don't you remember, motlier ? 
Ah, ha ! old- fellow, you are don 6 for this time ! said Jack. 

" I think this is a'hen bustard, it is the mother bird," sjiid Ernest. 

**'Ah, yes, poor thing ! '* exclaimed my wife, in a tone of concern ; ** it is most 
likely the same, and I know she had a brood of young birds, and now they will 
be left unprotected and miserable. Had we not better let her go h " 

" Why, my dear, kind-hearted wife, that was weeks and weeks ago ! Tliosc 
little birds are all strong and big by this time, and I darwjay Mrs. Bustard here 
has forgotten all about them. Besides, she is badly wounded, and we must try 
to cure the hurt; If we succeed, she will be a valuable addition to our poultr} - 
yard ; if we-cannot, you shall roast her for dinner." 

Besuming our march, we next arrived at the Monkey Grove, which was the 
scene of the tragi-comic adventure by which Fritz became the guardian of the 
or pha n ape. 

• "Whila he amused us all by a lively and graphic description of the scene, 
Ernest was standing apart under a splendid cocoa-nut palm, gazing in fixed 
admiration at the grand height of the stem, and its beautiful graceful crown of 
leaves. The cluster of nute beneath these evidently added interest to the 
spectacle, for,- drawing quietly near him, I heard a long-drawn sigh, and the 
words — 

" It's awfully high ! I wish one would fall down ! '* 

Scarcely had he uttered these words, than, as if by magic, down plumped u 
huge nut at his feet. 

The boy was auite startled, and sprang aside, looking timidly upwards, when, 
to my surprise, down came another. 

** "Why, this is just like the fairy tale of the wishing-cap ! '* cried Ernest. " My 
wish is granted as soon as formed ! " 

" I suspect the fairy in this instance is more anxious to pelt us and drive us 
away, tlum to bestow dainty gifts upon us," said I. " I think there is most 
likely a cross-grained old ape sitting up among those shadowy leaves and 
branches." 

We examined the nuts, thinking they wore perharooV^. QTi^,«5A'Nia.\Ha5ikSS^^^2a. 
coasequence, naturalfy, but fhey were not even qu\te TVpc. 
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Anzious to discover what was in the tree, we all Burrounded it, gaping and 
gaziDg upwards with curious eyes. 

'* Hullo! I see him!" shouted Fritz presently. "Oh, a hideous creature! 
what can it be? flat, round, as big as a plate, and with a pair of honid daws! 
Here he comes ! He is going to creep down the tree ! ** 

At this, little Franz slipped behina his mother, Ernest took a glance round to 
mark a place of retreat, Jack raised the butt-end of his gun, and every eye was 
fixed on the trunk of the tree, down which a large land- crab commenced a 
leisurely descent. As it approached within reach, Jack hit at it boldly, when 
it suddenly dropped the remaining distance, and opening its great claws, sidled 
after birn with considerable rapidity, upon which he fairly tiuned tail and ran. 
We all burst into a roar of laughter, which soon made him face about, and then, 
to our infinite amusement, the little fellow prepared for a fresh onset; laving 
down all he was carrying, pulling off his jacket and spreading it wide out in bou 
hands, he returned to the charge, suddenly threw his garment over the creature, 
wrapped it well round it, and tnen pummelled it with all the strength of his 
fisls. 

For a few minutes I could do nothing but laugh^ but then running to him 
with my hatchet, I struck several sharp blows on his bundle, which we opened 
carefully, and found within the land-crab perfectly dead. 

'^ Well, tliis is an ugly rascal ! " cried Jack ; ** if he hadn't been so hideouk I 
should not have dealt so severely with him. I wasn't a bit afraid. What is toe 
creature's name 'i " 

" This is a crab, a land-crab," said I, " of which there are many varieties, aivi 
this, I think, is called a cocoa-nut crab, or at least it deserves the name, for it is 
evidently very fond of eating these nuts, since it takes the trouble to climb the 
trees for them ; the difiiculty of getting at the kernel, too, is considerable. You 
showed no little presence of mind, Jack, when you thought of catching it in your 
jacket ; in fact it might have been more than a match for you otherwise, for some 
are most determined fighters, and are very swift too. Now let us take it, as well 
as the nuts, to the sledge, and go on our way.** 

Progress became diflicult, for we were constantly stopned in passing through 
the wood, bv having to cut away the hanging boughs ana creeping plants which 
interlaced them. Ernest was behind, and by-and-by called me back to see what 
proved to be an important discoveiy ; from the several stsdks of one of these 
creepers flowed clear cold water, and I recognised the ** liana rouge," which ii 
known in America, and is so precious to the thirsty hunter or travdler. Thia ia 
txuly one of God's good gifts to man ! 

Tlie boys were much delighted with this curious plant. '* Only fiEuicy, mother," 
said Ernest, as he showed it to her, *' how cheering and refreshing to find this 
if one were lost and alone in a vast forest, wandering for days and days with- 
out being near a proper spring of water." 

** But are you certain it is imfe to drimk this P" asked she. 

I assured her it was so, and advised the boys to cut enough to quench the 
thirst of the whole party, including our animals. This they dil, only finding it 
necessary, as with tne sugar canes, to cut air holes above the joints. 

After struggling onward for a short time, we emerged from the thickets into 
open ground, and saw the calabash trees in the distance. As we drew near, their 
curious appearance and singular fruit caused much surprise and also amusement, 
for we were speedily established among the trees, where, as I chose and cut down 
the gourds most likely to be useful, every one engaged merrily in the work of 
cutting, carving, sawing, and scooping some manner of didi, bowl, cup, jar, or 
platter, according to his several taste or ability. 

We were to dme here, and after a time Fritz and Jack began to prepare a fire- 
place, their great ambition being to heat the stones red hot, and cook the crab in 
a hollow gourd. Their mother, therefore, left them to their own devices, and 
attended to the hungry animals, unharnessing the ass to graze, and ^ving ooooa- 
sutmilk to the j^r little monkey, who had. been obliged to toivel in a oovned 
basket for some time, iest he should be lost m tYie ^qq^. "l^^^^voati^Vk^igtaid 
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released from her ignominious position. Our laughter resounding through the 
wood, brought Ernest nnd Jack from their potatoes, to see what waa going on. 

*' Much use you two would have been suppose ve had required help, cried 
Fritz, as they recognised their old friend. 

*' Ah, well, you boo,'* returned Jack, " Ernest and I had a sort of a kind rf 
presentiment that this was going to be the old sow. And just look at our fino 
potatoes!" 

A pood deal of joking on the subject ensued, but was interrupted by Emttt, 
who drew our attention to fruit rcM^enibling apples on the surrounding bashcSi 
and on the grass beneath them. 

The sow was making amends for the flight and pain she had endured by 
muncliing and crunching this fruit at a great rate. Fritz feared that itmi^t 
be tlio poisonous manchineel, againat which I once warned them, but oq 
examining it, I was induced to pronounce a more favourable opinion, and ve 
collected a (|uantity in hopes that, if the monkey approved of it as well iu the 
old sow, we might bo able to enjoy a feast ourselves. 

All this tiuKi not a drop of water had wo seen, and our own thirst increaaingi 
we felt eag(?r to procure some before returning to our resting-place. 

Jack pr(?cedcd us, and we made our way towards a high rock, which rose 
above the thickets, when he suddenly startled us by a loud cr}- of "A crocodile! 
father I father! A crocodile !'* 

*' Nonsense, boy ! A crocodile of all things, in this dry, parched forest, where 
we can't get so much as a mouthful of water ! " 

On advancing where Jack stood, I. perceived that his mistake was not so very 
silly after all, for I beheld an iguana, one of the largest of the lizard species, and 
a truly formidable-looking fellow. I was glad to assure Jack that tnc strange 
creature ho had found was perfectly haiiuless, and that its flesh being esteemed 
a delicacy, it would be ii valuable prize tocanr back with us. 

In another moment Fritz would have fired, but arresting his hand, — "Tonr 
shot," I said, " would probably only wound the animal, and being extremely 
tenacious of life, it woula certainly escape us ; wc must gain possession of the 
slcejiing beauty by a gentler mcthoid." 

" You are not going to kiss it, are you, father ? '* asked Jack, with a grin. 

I tried to rebuke him for his impertinence, but, failing, I commenced opera- 
tions. I first attached a cord and iiinning-noose to a stout stick, and holding a 
light switch in my other hand, I began to approach the creature with soft, slow 
steps, while the boys looked on with the utmost curiosity. 

Presently I bcgsoi very softly to whistle a sweet, yet very lively air, which I 
continued more and more distinctly as I drew near the lizard ; until, awaking, 
it seemed to listen with pleasure — raising its head as though better to catch the 
sounds, or to discover whence they came. 

AVhen near enough, I began gently to stroke and tickle him with the wand, 
continuing to whistle the prettiest tunes I could think of; and the lizard gave 
signs of pleasurable contentment, stretching his limbs and moving his tul in 
token of enjoyment. 

Suddenly, availing myself of a movement of his head, I cast the noose over 
it, drew the cord tight,* and placing my foot on the body, I was about to kill it 
by piercing the nostril— almost the only vulnerable part in this singular reptile 
— w hen Jack received such a slap from its tail, which it was furiously driving in 
all directions, as sent him rolhng over like a nine-pin. At the same time ho 
opened his jaws, when the boys took fright at the row of sharp teeth, and think- 
ing that the sooner he was dead the better, were for battering him with sticks ; 
but I assuring them my method would kill him more quickly and without pain, 
thrust my rod into his nostril, on which the blood flowed and the liz^ soon 
expired. 

The boys seemed to think me as wonderful a person as a snake-charmer, and 
the success of my stratagem, as well as of the means by which the lizard w>8 
^ajjif called forth great admiration, since t'Vic'j iic\«\M5L^\v^TOdof the animali 
nor of the method of capturing it so commoiAy T^T«iQ\^*^^Vsi\ii^^«*.^\3iKssA, 
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Now came the question of how we were to carry this unwieldlv burden. I 
id a great dislike to killing any creatui-c and leaving it Ui-eless bclimd me ; so, 
ithout more ado, I fairly took it on my back, and marched of!' with it. 
As we came towards* the Calabash Wood, we could hear the voices of the 
Merted mother and child calling us in anxious tones ; for indeed our protracted 
Mence alarmed them. We shouted joyously in reply, and our npjx'tirnnce, as 
e issued from the woods, affoi*ded them welcome relief from their fears, although 
le dreadful creature on my back startled them not a little. 
There was so much to tell, so much to be seen, that for a time hunger and 
lirst were forgotten ; and no one thought even of the water we liad vainly gone 
I search of, until Master Knips, having slyly possessed himself of some of our 
sw-found apples, was discovered munching away and enjoying them anin/ingly 
-wliich instantly gave the boys a strong wish to eat some also ; and iw the 
ostard likewise pecked at them without hesitation, I felt sure there could be no 
mger; and on tasting them, I concluded it was the fruit of the Guava, a West 
adian plant, which we were delighted to have. 

Although refreshing, this fiiiit rather sharpened than appca.-ed our appetites, 
ad we were glad to eat the pro^-isions we had brought Iroiu home, without 
raiting to cook anything, as we had originally intended. 

It was, in fact, high time to move homewards, and we thou'jht it best not to 
ncumber ourselves with the sledge and the greater part of its 1 tad, but to leave 
t until the next day. The ass was laden with the iguana and the bustard ; and 
ittle Franz, tired ns he was, looked in vain for a spare seat on its back. 

Our road home lay through a majestic forest of oak trees, beneath which lay 
lumberless acorns, some of wliich we gathered as we went along ; and at length, 
efore night closed in, wc all reached Falcouhurst in safety. 

When supper was ready, we were thankful to recruit o\ir exliausted strength 
y eating heartily of a piece of broiled iguana, with potatoes and roast aconis, 
/iiich tasted like excellent chestnuts. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Yitz and I return to the Calalwish wood— Fritz shoots a Ruffo<l Gronso—We conic 
across Wax-berry bushes— Sociable Grosbeaks— Fritz cai)tures a Piirrt»t— A lecturo 
on Ants — Caoutchouc trees— The Sago-palm, and tlie edible woruis— Return with 
sugar-canes to Fnlconhurst— Candle-making — How to make butter without a chum 
— Plant trees and ndoni Teutholm — Last visit to the wreck— The tirst duckliugs on 
tlie island— Falconhurst again — An excursiou — We i>itch our tent— Fritz and Jack 
ascend the cocoa-nut trees— Ernest brings us a jlelicacy— Loss of Grizzle— Jack and 
I go in i)ur8Uit— Giant bamboos— Encounter with JBuHaloes— The Bufl'alc* calf— I-liid 
a Jackal's lair- Reach our camp— Wliat happened in our absence— Fritz's i)et— 
Sago manufacture— Meet with our sow and her family again— Uow Eniest tamed 
the eagle. 

The first thing to be done on the following day was to return to the Calabash 
V^ood, to fetch the sledge with the dishes, bowls, and baskets wc had made. 

Fritz alone accompanied me. I desired the other boys to remain with their 
mother, intending to explore beyond the chain of i-ocky hills, and linking a 
large party undesirable on the occasion. 

Passing thi-ough the wood of evergreen oaks, we observed our sow feasting on 
the acorns, evidently not a whit the worse for the fright we had given her tl:o 
previous day — in fact, she appeared more friendly disposed towards us than 
turoal, possibly considering us as her deliverers from thQ \v<(% oi "^^^ ^i^:;^'^ 
cloffs. » 

Mtmjr birds tenanted this grove, and were uiidialwYVsc^ \ix wa Ta!;i\^\QSso^a►^ 
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until Fritz fired and shot a beautiful blue jay, and a couple of paroquets, one a 
brilliant tsarlet, the other green and gold. 

Fritz was in the act of re-loading liis gun, when an unaccountable noiae stiadic 
our ears, and put us instantly on the alert, because it appeared like the dull 
thumping sound of a muffled <u*um, and reminded us of the possible presence ef 
savages. 

With the greatest caution we drew nearer the sound, concealing oorselres 
among tlie low buslies and thick grass and creepers, until we reached an open 
glade ; where, stinding on an old prostrate log, was a beautiful bird, about the 
8i/c of a cock, of a rich (^hestnut brown colour, finely mottled with, daik brown 
and grey. On the shoulders were curious tufts of Yeivety black feathers, gloned 
with green. He was ruffling liis wings, erecting his tail and neck feilt]lea^^ 
strutting and wheeling about in a most strange and stately fashion. Aft«r mi- 
nd >uvering fur some time in this manner, greatly to the edification of a party of 
birds resembling him but without any ruff, who, assembled round the stamp, 
were enjoying his peiformances, he spread out his tail like a fan, stiffened lus 
wings, and began to strike with them in short, rapid b^its, faster and fiistff, 
until a rumbling sound like very distant thunder was produced, and tlie 
whirring wings enveloped him as in a cloud. .This was the drununing noise 
whieh had alarmed us, incrciised, as I imagine, by the wing strokes falUng at 
times on the decayed and hollow stump on whieh the curious pantomime was 
acted. 

I was watching it with the utmost interest, when a shot from behind me ma 
fired, and in a moment the jilay was at au end ; my over-hasty son had changed 
the i)retty comedy into a sad and needless tragedy. The enthusiastic drummer 
fell dead from his perch, and the crowd of admiring companions fled in 
dismay. 

The cruel interniption of a scene so rare and remarkable annoyed mc ex- 
tremely, and I blamed Fritz for firing without my leave. I felt siire the bird 
was the ruffed grouse, and a very tine specimen. We placed it on the as, 
which was patiently awaiting our return, and went on our way. 

The sledge was quite safe where we had left it ; it was early in the day, and 
I resolved to explore, as I liad intended, the line of cliff and rocky hills, whi«h, 
9t more or less distance from the sea-shore, extended the whole length of cojtft 
known or visible to us. 

I desired to discover an opening, if any existed, by which to penetrate the 
interior of the country, or to ascertein positively that we were walled in and 
isolated on this portion of the coast. 

Leaving Calabash Wood behind us, we advanced over ground covered with 
manioc, potatoes, and many plants unknown to us ; pleasant streamlets watered 
the fniitful soil, and the view on all sides was open and agreeable. 

Some bushes attracted my notice, loaded with small white berries, of pccnliar 
appearance like wax, and very sticky wheu plucked. I recognised in this a 
plant called by botanists, Myrica cerijcra, and with much pleasure explained to 
4 Fritz that, by melting and straining these berries, wc might easily succeed in 
making candles, and afford very great satisfaction to the mother, who did not at 
all approve of having to lay her work aside and retire to rest die moment the 
sun set. The greenish wax to be obtained would be more brittle than bees* wax, 
but it would bum very fairly, and diffuse an agreeable perfume. Havine the 
ass with us, we lost no time in gathering berries enough to fill one of liie large 
canvas bags he carried, and we then continued our route. 

Very soon we met with another natural curiosity, the curious appearance of 
which surprised us much. This was the abode, under one roo^ of a whole 
colony of birds, about the size of yellow hammers, but of plain brown plumage* 
The nests were built in a mass round the stem and among the branches of a tree 
standing alone, and a kind of roof formed of grass, straws, and fibres covered 
them all, and sheltered the community from rain and the heat of the ann. 
Tber© were numbers of openings into tnc itxegixVat avieft of the group of dwel- 
Mn^s, the nests resembling diflerent aportmenU m ^\iwffiA ^wnsmssc^ \a ^V 
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twigs anil small bmnchps emerged here and there from the waIIr, and f:cr\'ed as 
perches- for the young birtis, and resting-plHoea and po^ts of oWrvation for alL 
The general appeamiice of the establishmcDt reminded ua of a huge bath-sponge. 
The feathered mhabitants swarmed in and out by thousandit, and we saw among 
tbpni many beautiful little parrots, who secmea in many instances to contest 
po^^ssion of the nest with the lawAil owners. 

Fritz, being an expert climber, and exceedingly anxious to examine the 
nests more closely, ascended the tree, hoping to obtain one or two young birds, 
if any were hatched. He put his hana into several holes which were empty ; 
but at last his intended tiieft and robbery met with repulse and chastisement ne 
little expected ; fbr, reaching far back into a nest, ids finger was seized and 
sharply bitten by a rery f-trong beak, so that with a cry he witlidrew Ids hand, 
and shook it yigorously to lessen the pain. Becovering from tlie surprise, he 
again and more resolutely seized the unkind bird, and despite its shrieks and 
■ereams, drew it from its retreat, crammed it into his pocket, buttoned up his 
coat, and slid quickly to the ground, piu-sued by numbers of the captivc^s rela- 
tioos, who darted from the other holes and flew round the robber, screeching 
and pecking at him in a rage. 

Fritz's prize was not one of the real owners of the nest, which were those of 
the sociable grosbeak, but a very pretty small green parrot, with which he was 
greatly pleased, and which he at once detemdned to tame and teach to speak ; 
for the present, it was carefully remanded to i)rison in his pocket. 

This curious colony of birds afforded us matter for conversation as we 
went on our way; their cheerful sociable habit-j, and the instinct wldch 
prompted them to unite in labour for the cumnion good, appearing mosC 
wonderful to us. 

*' Examples of the kind, however," said I, " are numerous, in various classes 
of animals. Beavers, for instance, build and live together in a verv remarkable 
way. Among insects, bees, wasps, and ants, are well known as social architects ; 
in like manner, the coral insect works wonders beneath the ocean waves, by 
ibrce of pei-severance and united effort." 

** I have often watched ants at work," said Fritz ; " it is most amusing to 
see how they carry on the various works and duties of their commonwealth." ^ 

*'Have you ever noticed how much trouble they tike with the eggs?" in- 
quired I, to see how far he understood the process ; " carrying them about in the 
warmth of the sun until they are hatched ': ^* 

'* Ah ! that is rather the chrysalis of the antwomi, or larva which is produced 
from an egg. I know they are called ants' eggs, but, strictly speaking, that is 
incorrect." 

'* You are perfectly right, my boy. Well, if you have taken so much interest 
in watching tiie little ants of your native country, how delighted and as- 
tonished you would be to see the wonders performed by the vast tribes of large 
ants in foreign lands. 

'* Some of these build heaps or nests, four or six feet ld?h and proportionately 
broad, which are so strong and firm that they defy equally sunshine and rain. 
Thev are, within, divided into regular streets, galleries, vaults, and nurseries. 
So firmly are these mounds built, that with interior alterations, a deserted one 
might be used for a baking-oven. 

*' The ant, although respected since the days of King Solomon, as a model of 
industry, is not in itself an attractive insect. 

*' It exudes a sticky moisture, its smell is unpleasant, and it destroys and 
devours whatever eatable comes in its way. Although, in our own country it 
does little harm, the large ants of foreign lands are most destnictive and trouble- 
some ; it being very difficult to check their depredations. Fortunately they have 
enemies by whose exertions their numbers are kept down ; birds, other insects, 
and even four-footed beasts prey upon them. Chief among the latter is the 
Ant-bear, or Tamanoir, of South America, a large creature six or seven feet in 
length, covered with long coarse hau*, drooping AiVie «L\vfevi'^^^^xscafc^"H«t>JM^ 
hind quarters. The head is wouderfuUy eioivgale^ wA. -^crj Ti3Krt^^\ ^*>^ 
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destitute of f eeth, and the tongue resembles somewhat a great red eaith-woim. 
It has iininensely strong cur\'ed cklws, with which it tears and breaks down and 
scratches to ^lieccs the hard walls of the ant-heaps ; then, protruding its sticky 
tongue, it coils inid twists it about among the terri£ed millions disturl^byite 
attack ; they adhere to this horrible invader, and are drawn irresistibly back- 
wards into tlio hini'jry toothless jaws awaiting them. 

"The liittle Ant-eutt'r is not more than about twenty-one inches in length, 
has a shorter and more natuml looking head, and fine silky fur. It usimlly Ures 
in trees." 

I was pleased to find mv memory served me so well on this subject, as it in« 
terested my boy amazingfy ; and occupied us for a considerable time while ve 
travelled onwai ils. 

Arriving presently at a grove of tall trees, with very strong, broad, thick 
leaves, we jiaused to examine them; they bore a round fig-like fruit, full of 
little seeds and of a sour harsh taste. 

Fntz saw some gummy resin exuding from cracks in the bark, and it re- 
minded him of tlie boyish delight afforded by collecting gum from cherry-trees 
at home, so that he must needs stop to scrape off as much as he could. He 
rejoined me presently, attempting to soften what he had collected in his hands; 
but finding it would not work like gum, he was about to fling it away, when 
he suddenly found that he could stretch it, and that it sprang baclc to its 
original size. 

** Oh fatlier, only look ! this gum is quite elastic I Can it possibly be india- 
rubber r " 

"What!" cried I; "let me see it I a valuable discoveiy that would be, 
ndeed ; and I do believe you are perfectly right! " 

" Wliy would it be so very valuable, father ? " enquired Fritz. ** I have only 
seen it used for rubbing out pencil marks." 

" Indiarubber," I replied, " or, more properlj', caoutchouc, is a milky rerinous 
juice which flows from certain trees in considei-able quantities when the stem is 
l)urposelv tapped. These trees are indigenous to the South American countries 
of JJrazil, Guiana, and Cayenne. The natives, who first obtained it, used to 
form bottles by smearing earthen flasks with repeated coatings of tlie gum when 
just fiesh from the trees ; and when hardened and sufficiently thick, they broke 
the mould, slnok out the fragments, and hung the bottles m the smoke, when 
thev became firmer and of a dark colour. While moist, the savages were in the 
habit of drawing rude figures and lines on the resin by way of ornament : these 
marks you may have observed, for the bottles, obtained from the natives by the 
Spaniards and Portuguese, have for years been brought to Europe, anH cut 
into portions to be sold for use in di-awing. Caoutchouc can be put to many 
uses, and I am delighted to have it here, as we shall, I hope, be able to make it 
into different forms ; first and foremost, I shall try to manufacture boots and 
shoes." 

Soon after making this discovery, we reached the cocoa-nut wood, and saw the 
bay extending b< fore us, and the great promontor}-^ we called Cape Disappoint- 
ment, which hitherto had always bounded our excureions. 

In passing through the wood, I remarked a smaller sort of palm, which, 
among its grand companions, I had not previously noticed. One of these had 
been broken by the wind, and I saw that the pith had a peculiar mealy appear- 
ance, and I felt convinced that this was the world-renowned sago-jialm. 

In the pith I saw some fat worms or maggots, and suddenly recollected that 
I had heard of them before as feeding on the sago, and that in the AY est Indies 
they are eaten as a delicacy. 

I felt inclined to try what they tasted like; so at once kindling a fire, and 
placing some half-dozen, sprinkled with salt, on a little wooden spit, I set them 
to ronst. 

Very ^oon rich fat began to drop from them, and they smelt so temptingly 

good, that ill! npugnnnce to the idea of euliu?: worms vanished ; and, putting 

one like a pat of butter on a baked potato, I\)o\d\^ s^aS\B^«i<ii'\x^wxi^<^it80 
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lUtt several others followed in the same ^ay. Fritz also summoned 
to partake of this novel food; which was a savoury addition to our 
f baKed potatoes. 

once more ready to start, we foimd so dense a thicket in the direct route, 

turned aside without attempting to penetrate it, and made our way 

the sugar brake near Cape Disappointment. This we could not pa»8 

cutting a handsome bundle of sugar-canes, and the donkey carried tnat, 

{<m to me bag of wax berries. 

le we reached the sledge in Calabash wood : the ass was unloaded, every* 
Aced on the sledge, and our patient beast began calmly and readily to 
\ burden he had hitherto borne on his back. 

rther adventure befel us, and we arrived in the evening at Falconhurst, 
>ur welcome was as warm as usual — all we had to tell, listened to with 
atest interest, all we had to show, most easterly examined, the pretty 
uroauet enchanting tho boys most particularly. 

:cdlent supper was ready for us, and with thankful hearts we enjoyed it 
*; th^i, ascending to our tree-castle, and drawing up the ladder after us, 
ok ourselves to the repose wcU earned and greatly needed after this 
ffday. 

lea of candle-making seemed to have taken the fancy of all the boys ; 
t morning they woke, one after the other, with the word candle on their 
Tien they were thoroughly aroused they continued to talk candles ; all 
t-time, candles were the subject of conversation ; and after breakfast 
>uld hear of nothing else but setting to work at once and making 

le it," said I ; *' let us become chandlere.'* 

:e confidently, but to tell the truth, I had in my own mind certain mis- 
as to the result of our experiment. In the first place, I knew that we 
I very important ingredient — animal fat, which is necessary to make 
bum for any length of time with brilliancy. Besides this, I rather 
how far mv memory would recall the various operations necessary in 
iifacture. Of all this, however, I said nothing ; and the boys under my 
1, were soon at work. We first picked oft' the berries and threw them into 
ihallow iron vessel placed on the fire. The green sweet-scented wax was 
melted, rising to the surface of the juice jielded by the berries. This we 
1 off and placed in a separate pot by the fire, ready for use ; repeating 
ation several times, untu we had coflected sufficient liquid wax for our 

I then took the wicks my wife had prcpaied, and dipped them one 
5 other into the wax, handing them as I did so to Fritz, who hung them 
bush to dry. The coating they thus obtained, was not very thick ; but, 
.ting the operation several times, they at length assumed very fair pro- 
, and became real sturdy candles. Our wax being at an end, wo hung 

a cool shady place to harden; and that same night we sat up like 
[ beinzs three whole hours after sunset, and Falconhurst was for the first 
Uiantfy illuminated, 
ere all delighted with the success of our experiment. 

are indeed clever," said my wife; "I only wish that with your 
y you would show me how to make butter. Day after day I have the 
ce of seeing a large supply of good cream go bad under my very eyes, 
•ecause I have no use to wliich to put it. Invent a plan, please do."' 
ink that perhaps I can help you,*' I replied after a little consideration : 
it I can claim the honour of the invention of my plan, that is diie to the 
)t8. I will see what I can do. Jack, bring me one of our gourd 

the gourd, one of those I had previously prepared, with a small hole at 
and well hollowed out and cleaned ; this 1 partially filled with cream 
I corked uj) the hole tightly. 

J boys," said I, '* you can continue the operation, while I turn carpenter 
:e a cnrt to take 



'* you can continue the opt 
the place of our sledge. 



{ 
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I gave them their directions, and then set about my own work. They fixed 
four posts in the ground, and to them fastened a square piece of sail-clot^ by 
four cords attached to the comers. In this cradle they placed the gourd ra 
(Team, and each taking a side, rolled it backwards and forwards continuously for 
half an hour. 

"Now," I cried, looking up from my work, "open the gourd and tair 
tlie contents to your mother, wiih my compliments." 

They did so ; and my good wife's eyes were delighted with the sight of a large 
lump of captal fresh butter. 

With my sons* assistance the cart was in time completed ; a clumsy vehicle it 
was, but strong enough for any purpose to which we might put it, and, as it 
proved, of immense use to us in collecting the harvest. 

"We then turned our attention to our fruit-trees, which we had planted 
in a plot ready for tranRi)lantin^. The walnut, cherry, and chestnut trees we 
arranged in parallel rows so as to form a shady avenue from Falconhunt 
to Family-bndge ; and between them we laid down a tolerable road^ that we 
might have no difficulty in reaching Tentholm. be the weather bad as it might 
We planted the vines round the arched roots of our great mangrove, and the rest 
of the trees in suitable spots ; some near Falconhurst, and others away over 
Jackal river, to adorn Tentholm. Tentholm had been the subject of serious 
tlioughts to me for some time past, and I now tunied all my attention thitlier. 
It was not my ambition to make it beautiful, but to form of it a safe place of 
refuge in a case of emergency. My first care, therefore, was to plant a thick 
pricklv hedge, capable of protecting us from any wild animal, and forming a 
Volerable obijtacle to the attack of even savajjes, should they appear. Not 
satisfied with this, however, we fortified the bridge, and on a couple of hillocks 
mounted two guns which we brought from the wreck, and with whose angry 
mouths we mij?ht bark defiance at any enemy, man or beast. 

Six weeks slipped away'while we were thus busily occupied, six weeks of hard 
yet pleasant labour. We greeted each Sunday and its accompanying rest most 
gratefully, and on that day always especially thanked God for our continued 
health and safety. I soon saw that this hard work was developing in tlie bojs 
remarkable strength, and this I encouraged bv making them practise iimning, 
leaping, climbing, and swimming; I also saw, however, that it was having a less 
satisfactory effect upon their clothes, which, though a short time before 
remarkablv neat, were now, inspire of the busy mother's mending and patching, 
most untidy and disreputable. I deteimined, therefore, to pay another visit to 
the wreck, to replenish our wardrobe and to see how much longer the vessel was 
likelv to hold together. Three of the boys and I went off in the pinnace. The 
old ship seemed in much the same condition as when we had left ner,alewmore 
planks nad gone, but that was all. 

"Come, boys,'* cried I, "not an article of the slightest value must be leftoo 
board ; rummage her out to the very bottom of her hold." 

TTiey took me at my word : sailors' chests, bales of cloth and linen, a couple 
of small guns, ball and shot, tables, benches, window shutters, bolts and locks, 
barrels of j)itch, all were soon in a heap on the deck. We loaded the pinnace 
and went on shore. We soon retunied with our tub-boat in tow, and after a 
few more trips nothing was left on board. 

*• One more trip," said I to my wife, before we started again, " and there will 
be the end of the brave ship whi< h carried us from Switzerland. I have left 
two barrels of gunpowder on board, and mean to blow her up." 

Before we lighted the fusee, I discovered a large copper cauldron which I 
thought I might save. I made fast to it a couple of empty casks, that when the 
ship went up it might float. The baiTcls were placed, tne train lighted, and we 
returned on shore. 

The supper was laid outside the tent, at a spot from whence we might obtain 
a good view of the wreck. Darkness came on. Suddenly a vivid pillar of fiw 
rose from the black waters, a sullen roar boomed across the sea, and we knew 
that our good old ship was no more. 
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We had planned the destruction of the ressel, we knew that it was for 
the best ; and yet that night we went to bed with a feeling of sadness in 
our hearts, as though we had lost a dear old friend. 

Next morning all our sadness was dispelled, and it was with pleasure that we 
saw the shore uned with a rich store or planks and beams, the remnants of the 
wreck. I soon found, too, the copper cauldron which was successfully floated by 
the casks ; this I got on shore, and hauling it up among the rocks, stored under 
it the x>owder casks we had landed the day before. Collecting all these valuables 
gave us some little trouble, and while we were thus engaged my wife brought us 
good news. She had discovered that two ducks and a goose nad each reared a 
large family among the reeds by the river; and they presently appeared 
waddling past us, apparently vastly well-pleased with their performance. We 
greeted them ioyfuliy. 

" Hurrah ! * cried Ernest, " we'll be able to afford duck and green peas some 
day soon, and imagine we're once more civilized mortals." 

The sight of mese birds reminded me of our family at Falconhurst, and 
I announced my intention of paying them a visit. 

Every olie was delighted, and every one would come with me. As we 
approached Falconhurst I noticed that several young trees in our avenue were 
considerably bent by the wind, and this resolVed me to make an expedition 
next day to cut bamboos for their support. As Fritz whs tlie only one besides 
myself who had visited Cape Disappointment and the sunouiiding'countrj', my 
wife and the younger boys oegged hard to be allowed to accompany me. 1 con- 
sented ; and next morning we started, bringing with us the cart, drawn by the 
cow and ass, and laden with everything necessary for an exi)C(]ition of several 
days — a tent, provisions, a large supply of ammunition, and all sorts of 
implements ana utensils; for I intended to make a great collection of fruits and 
tiie produce of different trees. It was a lovely morning, and passing gaily 
through the plantations of potatoes, manioc, and cassavas, we came to the nest's 
of the sociable grosbeak, the sight of which charmed the children immensely. 

We reached fiie wax trees, and there I called a halt, for I wished to gatller a 
sack or two of the benies that we might renew our stock of candles. The berries 
were soon plucked ; and I stored them away amongst the bushes, marking the 
spot that we might find them on our return. 

" Now for the caoutchouc tree," said I ; " now for waterproof boots and 
leggings to keep your feet drj', Ernest." To the caoutchouc tree we directed our 
steps, and were soon busily engaged in stabbing the bark and placing vessdc 
beneath to catch the sap. We again moved forward ; and crosting the palm 
wood, entered upon a delightful plain bounded on one side by an extensive field 
of waving sugar-cane, on the other by a thicket of bamboos and lovely palms, 
while in front stretched the shining sea, calm and noiseless. 

" How beautiful ! " exclaimed Jack, "let us pitch our tent here and stay here 
always instead of living at Falconhurst. It would be jolly.*' 

"Very likely," replied I, "and so would be the attacks of wild beasts; 
imagine a great tiger lying in wait in the thicket yonder, and pouncing out en 
us at night. No, no, thank you, I much prefer our nest in the tree, or our im- 
pregnable position at Tentholm. We must make this our head quarters for the 
present, however ; for, though perhaps dangerous, it is the most convenient spot 
we shall find. Call a halt and pitch the tent." 

Our beasts were quickly unyoked, the tent arranged, a large fire lit, supper 
prepared, and we dispersed in various directions, some to cut bauiboos, and some 
to collect sugar-cane. We then returned ; and, as supper was still not quite 
ready and the boys were hungry, they decided to obtain some cocoa-nuts. This 
time, however, no assistance was to be had from either monkeys or land-crats, 
and they gazed up with longing eyes at the fruit above them. 

** We can climb," said Fritz, ** up with you, boys." 

Jack and he each rushed at one of the smooth slippery trunks ; right vigorously 
they struggled upwards, but to no purpose, Vjetoxe me^' \va.\ ^t^iowc^jj^cs^'^ ^\«k 
quarter of the distance they found themBelyeB ^p^\n% \w^\S\:^ \ft ^^ ^^'»«b^. 
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** Here, you young athletes," cried I, **I foresaw this difficulty, and have pw^-^ 
vided for 'it.'* So saying I held up buskins of shark's skm which I na^^ 
previously prepared, and which I now Dound on to their logs. Thus equippcc — 
they again attempted the ascent, and with a loop of rope passed round thei^* 
body atad the trunk of the tree, quickly reached the summit. My wife joinec^ 
me, and together we watched the ooys as they ascended tree after tree, thrpwin^S 
down the best fruit ft'om each. • 

They then returned, and jestingly begged Ernest to produce the result oif hii 



and — 
-nut?^ 
tree^ 
and, with an agility whicli surprised us all, quickly reached the top. Ko sooner— 
had he done so than Fritz and Jack hurst into a. roar of laughter. He had_ 
swarmed a tree which bore no .nuts. • Eniest apparently heaixl them ; for, as its- 
seemed in a fit of anger, he drew his knife and severed the leafy ci^est, which felL 
to the ground. I glanced up at him, surprised at Auch a display of temper. 
But a bright smile greeted me, and in a merry tone he shouted : 

* Jack, pick that palm-cabbage up and take it to father ; tlmt is only half my 
contribution, and it is worth all your nuts put together." 

He spoke truly: the cabbage palm is rare, and the tuft of leaves at it» 
Riimmit is greatly prized by the South Americans for its great delicacy ond. 
highly nutntive qujilitics. 

"Bravo!" I cried, "you have retrieved your character; come down and 
receive the tlianks of the company, what are you waiting up there for ? " 

" I am coming presently," he replied, " with the second half of my contribu- 
tion; I hope it will be as fully appreciated as the first." 

In a short time he slipped down the tree, and, advancing to his mother, 
presented her with tlie nutshell he had taken up with him. 

" Here," ho said, "is a wine which the greatest connoisseur would prize. 
Taste it, mother." 

The shell was filled with a clear rosy liquor, bright and sparkling, ^Ey wife 
tasted it. *' Excellent, excellent," she exclaimed. " Your very good health, 
my dear boy! " 

We drank the rosy wine in tuni, and Ernest received hearty thanks from 
all. 

It was gettinj? late, and while we were enjoying our supper before our tent, 
our donkey, who had been quietly browsing near us, suddenly set up a loud 
bray, and, without the least apparent cause, pricked up hLs ears, threw up his 
heels, and galloped off into the thicket of bamboos. We followed for a short 
distance, and I sent the dogs in chase, but thev returned without our friend, 
and, as it was lato, wo were obliged to abandon the chase. 

I was annoyed by this incident, and even alarmed ; for not only had we lost 
the ass, but 1 knew not what had occasioned his sudden flight. I knew not 
whether he was aware, by instinct, of the approach of some fierce wild beast. I 
said nothing of this to my familv, but, making up an unusually large fire, I bade 
them sleep with thoir arms by their sides, and we all lay down. 

A bright moniing awoke us early, and I rose and looked out, thinking that 
perhaps our poor donivcy might have been attracted by the light of the fires, and 
nave returned. Alas, not a sign of him was to be seen. As we could not afford 
to loose so valuable a beast, I detemiincd to leave no attempt untried to regain 
him. We hurriedly breikfasted, and, as I required the dogs to assist me in the 
search, I left my elder pons to protect their mother, and bade Jack get ready for 
a day's march. Tliis arrangement delighted him, and we quickly set out. 

For an hour or more we trudged onwards, directed by the print of the ass's 

hoofs. Sometimes we lost the track for a while, and then again discovered it as 

we reached softer soil. Finally this guide failed us altogether, for the donkey 

Beemed to have joined in with a herd ol soTneW^ex ^LTVYuvvvla.., with whose hooi- 

pnntahis had mingled. I now almost t\xYiie^)o«».ciVw Vu ^«s^^t,>i\i\.^^<ijs.^(5x^ 
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ine to continue the search : " For," said he, '^ if we once fret upon a hill we 
fhall see such a large herd as this must be at ahnofct any distance. Do let us go 
on, father.'* 

I consented, and we again pushed forwards, through bushes, and over torrents, 
sometimes cutting our way with an axe, and Bonietimes ^lun^ring knee-deep 
through a swamp. We at length reached the border of a wide plain, and on it, 
in the distance, I could see a herd of animals, browsing on the licli gi*aFS. It 
struck me that it might be the very herd to which our good donkey had joined 
himself; and, wishing to ascertain whether this was so, I resolved to ninkc a 
detour through a bamboo marsli, and get as near as possible to the animals Avitli* 
out disturbing them. The bamboos were huge, many of them over thirty feet in 
height ; and, as we made our way through them, 1 reuiciubered an account of 
the giant cane of South America, which is greatly prized by the Indians on 
account of its extreme usefulneiss ; the reeds themselves make masts for tlieir 
canoes, while each joint will form a cask or box. I was delighte<l, for I hud 
little doubt that the bfunboos we were among were of the same species. I ex- 
plained this to Jack, and as we discussed the possibility of cutting one down and 
carrying a portion of it home, we reached the border of the marsh, and emcr^cil 
upon the plain. There we suddenly found ourselves face to face with tlu' l.trd 
which we sought— a herd of buffaloes. Thev looked up, and stared at us inqui- 
sitively, but ^tithout moving. Jack would have fired, but I checked him. 
"Back to the thicket," I snil, *' and keep back the dogs ! " 

We began to retreat, but bifore we were ngain under cover, the dogs joined 
us ; and, in spite of our shouts and efforts to restrain them, they dashed fon^ardf, 
and seized a buil'alo calf. This was a signal to the whole herd to attack us. 
They bellowed loudly, pawed the ground, and tore it up with their horns, and 
then dashed madly towards us. We had not time to step behind a rock before 
the leader was upon us. So close was he that niv gun was useless. I drew a 
pistol and fired. He fell dead at my feet. His fall checked the advance of the 
rest. They halted, snuffed the air, turned tail and galloped off across the plain. 
They were gone, but the dogs still held gallantly to the calf. They dragged and 
tussled with him, but with their utmost efforts could not bring him to the ground. 
How to assist them without shooting the poor beast, I knew not ; and this I was 
unwilling to do, for I hoped that, if we could but capture him alive, we might in 
time manage to tame him, and use him as a beast of burden. Jack's clever little 
head, however, suddenly devised a plan for their aid, and with his usual promp- 
titude he at once put it into execution. He unwound the lasso, which was 
coiled round his body, and, as the young bull flung up his heels, he cast it j nd 
caught him by his hind legs. The noose drew tight, and in a twinkling the 
beast was upon the ground. We fastened the other end of the cord round a stout 
bamboo, called off the dogs, and the animal was at our mercy. 

"Now we have got him," said Jack, as he looked at the poor beast, lying 
panting on the ground, "what are we to do with him .^ " 

** I will show you," said I; " help me to fasten his fore-legs together, and you 
shall see the next operation." 

The bull, thus secured, could not move; and while Jack held his head I 
drew my knife and pierced the cartilage of his nose, and when the blood flowed 
less freely, passed a stout cord through the hole. I felt some repugnance at 
thus paining the animal, but it was a case of necessity, and I could not hesitate. 
We united the ends of the cord, freed the animal, set him upon his legs, and 
subdued and overawed, he followed us without resistance. I now tiu'ncd my 
attention to the dead buft'alo, but as I could not then skin it, I contented myself 
with cutting off the most delicate parts, its tongue and a couple of steaks, and, 
packing them in salt in my wallet, abandoned the rest to the dogs. They fell 
upon it greedily, and we retired under the shade to enjoy a meal after our hard 
work. The dogs, however, were not to liave undisputed possession of the car- 
case; vultures, crows, and other birds of prey, with that marvellous instinct 
which always le.'uls ihcrn \.o a dead body, c\\\icVA^ fA\.fei\. Wvfe «c\x^\>xv\^V^iCje^ 5sa- 
cordant cries, swooped down upon thebuffalo. ^vBi\)«m% ^'ixs^'^^^iSj^^V* 
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tlie dogs npain and aprain drove off the intruders, and they, as often, returned 
rcinforfctl by othei-s who swarmed to the spot. Jack, with his usual impetu- 
osltv, wi>hotl to stud a shot in amongst the robber band, but I prevented him^ 
for 1 knew that the bird or two he might kill would be of no use to us, while 
his shot would not drive away the rest even had we wished it. Both we and 
the dogs were at length ^atisiied, and as it was getting late, I determined to give 
up for tlic present the sefirch for the ass, and to return to our camp. "We again 
made our way through the bamboos, but before we left the thicket, I cut down 
one of the smallest of the reeds, the largest of whose joints would form capital 
little barrels, while those near the tapering top would serve as moulds for our 
next batch of candles. 

'I he buffalo, with a dog on either side and the rope through his nose, was 
following us passively, and we presently induced liim to submit to a package of 
our goods laid upon liis back. We pushed rapidly forward, Jack eager to display 
our latest acquisition. As we repassed the rocky bed of a stream we had 
crossed in the morning, Juno dashed ahead, and was about to rush into a clefb 
between the rocks, when the appearance of a large jackal suddenly checked her 
further progress. Both dogs instantly flew at the animal, ana though she 
fought desperately, quickly overpowered and throttled her. From the way the 
beast had shown tight, I conelud<*d that her young must be close by, probably 
within the very cleft Juno was about to enter. 

Directly Jack heard this, he wished to creep in and biing out the youn_ 
jackals. I hesitated to allow him to do so, for I thought it possible that the 
male jackal might be still lying in wait within the cave. We peered into th 
darkness, and after a while, Jack declared he could discern the little yello 
jackals, and that he was quite sure the old one was not there. He then crep 
in, followed closely by the dog?, and presently emerged bearing in his arms i 
handsome cub of a beautiful golden yellow and about the size of a small cat 
He was the only one of the brood he had managed to save, for Turk and Juno, 
without pity for their youth or beauty, had worried all the rest. I did not much—- 

regret this, however, tor I firmly believe that, had he saved them, Jack would 

liave insisted upon bringing up the whole litter. As it was I considered^ 
that one jackal was, with our young bull, quite sufficient an addition to our 
livestock. 

During the halt we had made, I liad fastened the buffalo to a small tree, and 
a-? I now was again about to move on, I recognized it as the dwarf-palm, whose 
long sharp leaves fonn an excellent banier if it is planted as a hedge. I detiT- 
mined to return and get some young plants to strengthen our hedge at Tentholm. 
It was late before we reached our camp, where we found our £&mily anxiously 
awaiting our return. 

The sight of the new animals delighted the children immensely, and in their 
opinion amply compensated for the loss of our poor donkey. Jack had to answer 
a host of questions concerning theii- capture, and to give a minute account of 
the affi^y with the buffaloes. This he did, with graphic power certainly, but 
with so much boasting and self-glorification, that I was obliged to check him, 
and give a plain and unvarnished account of the affair. 

Supper-time anived, and as we sat at that meal, for which Jack and I were 
heartily thankful, my wife and her party proceeded to give an account of their 
day's work. 

lilrnest had discovered a sago-palm, and had, after much labour, contrived to 
fell it. Franz and his mother had collected dry wood, of which a huge heap 
now stood before the tent sufficient to keep up a fire all the rest of the time we 
should stay on the spot. Fritz had gone off shooting and had secured a^^ood 
bag. While they had been thus variously employed, a troop of apes had visited 
the tent, and when they returned, they found the place ransacked and turned 
upside down. The provisions were eaten and gnawed, the potatoes thrown about, 
the milk dnink find spilt, every box had been peeped into, every pot and pan 
Aw/ been divested of its lid, the palisade xoww^ Wva \v\s.\. Vjka.d been partly 
(^trojred, nothing had been left untouched. Iiid\ialAo>i€L'5\M8AL\h»\»'^'m^seuA^ 
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^ lepair the damage, and when we returned not a sign was to be seen of the dis- 
^itler. No one would have guessed what hod occurred from the delicious supper 
^e were eating. 

After matters had been again arranged Fritz had gone down to the shore and, 
^mongst the rocks at Cape l)ifsappointment, had discovered a young eagkt which 
•£rnest declared to be a Malabar or Indian eagle ; he was ntuch pleased with his 
<}i8covery, and I recommended him to bring the bird u]) and try to train it to 
linnt as a falcon. 

" Look here though, boys," said I, " you are now collecting a good many 
pets, and I am not going to have your mother troubled with the cure of them 
Sill ; each must look after his own, and if I find one neglected, whether beast or 
bird, I set it at liberty. Mark that and remember it ! " 

My wife looked greatly relieved at this announcement, and the boys promised 
to obey my directions, JBefore we retired for the night I prepared the butfalo 
meat I had brought, I lit a large fire of green wood, and in the smoke of this 
thoroughly dried both the tongue and steaks. "We tlieii properly secured all the 
animals, Jack took his little pet in his arms, and we lay down and were soon 
fast asleep. 

At daybreak we were on foot, and began to prepare for a return to Falcon- 
hurst. 

** Yon are not going to despise my sago, I hope,*' said Ernest ; " you have no 
idea what a trouble it was to cut it do^^•n, and 1 have been thinking too that if 
we could but split the tree, we might make a couple of long useful troughs 
which might, I think, be made to cany water from Jackal's lliver to Tentliolm. 
Is my plan worth consideration ? " 

"Indeed it is," I replied; "and at all events we must not abandon such a 
valuable prize as a sago-palm. I would put oft* our departure for a day, rather 
than leave it behind.'* 

We went to the palm, and wilh the tools we liad with us attempted to split 
the trunk. We first sawed off the upper end, and then with an axe and saw 
managed to insert a wedge. This accomplished, our task was less difficult, for 
with a heavy mallet we forced the wedge in further and further, until at length 
the trunk was split in twain. From one half of the trunk we then removed the 

Eith, disengaging it, with difficultv, from the tough wood fibres ; at each end, 
owever, I left a portion of the pith untouched, thus forming u trough in whi( h 
to work the sago. 

** Now, boys," said I, when we had removed the pith from the other half of 
the tt unk, ** off with your coats and turn up your shirt-sleeves ; I am going to 
teach you to knead." 

They were all delighted, and even little Franz begged to be allowed to help. 
Ernest brought a couple of pitchers of water, and throwing it in amongst the 
pith, we set to work right neirtily. As the dough was formed and properly' 
Kneaded, I lumded it to the mother who spread it out on a cloth in the sun 1 o 
dry. This new occupation kept us busy until the evening, and when it was at 
length completed we loaded the cart with the sago, a store of cocoanuts and our 
other possessions, that we mijrht be ready to start early on the following morn- 
ing. As the sun rose above the hoiizon, we packed up our tent and set forth, a 
goodly caravan. I thought it unfair to the cow to make her drag such a load as 
we now had alone, and determined if possible to make the young bufialo take 
the place of our lost donkey ; after some persuasion he consented, and soon put 
his strength to the work and brought the cart along famously. As we had tlie 
trough slung under the cart we had to choose the clearest possible route, avoid- 
ing an3rthing like a thicket, we, therefore, could not pass directly by the candle- 
berry and caoutchouc trees, and I sent Finest and Jack aside to visit the store 
we had made on our outward journey. 

They had not long been gone when I was alarmed by a most terrible noise 
accompanied by the furious barking of the dog and shouts from Jack and Ernest. 
Thinking that the boys had been attacked by some wild beast, I ran to their 
aMUMtance, A most iudicrous scene awaited me \\\iCTi \ icck.Ocvfc^^Qcsfc «^'5>\.» ^^^-^ 
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were (lancing and shouting round and round a glassy glade, and I as nearly 
possible followed their example, for in the centre, suiTOunded by a promidi 
litter, lay our old sow, whose squeals, previously so alarming, were now su" 
siding into comfortable grunts of recognition. I did not join my boys in the 
triumpliil dance, but I was nevertheless very much pleased at the sig] 
of the flourishing family, and immediately returned to the cart to obta 
biscuits and potatoes for the benefit of the happv mother. Jack and Erne 
meanwhile pushed further on, and brought bark the sack of caudlebenies ai 
caoutchouc, and as we could not then take the sow with us, we left her aloi 
with her family and nrocecdcd to Falconhurv^t. 

The anfmals were delighted to see us back again, and received us with man 
fe stations of joy, but looked askance at the new pets. The eagle especially car 
in for shy glances, an d promised to be no favourite. Fritz, however, determin< 
that his pet should at present do no harm, secured him by the leg to a root 
the fig-tree and uncovered his eyes. In a moment the aspect of the bird w 
changed ; >\'ith his sight returned all his savage instincts, ne flapped his winj 
raised his head, darted to the full length of his chahi, and before any oi 
could prevent him seized the unfortunate parrot which stood near, and tore 
to pieces. Fritz's anger rose at the sight, and he was about to put an end 
the savage bird. 

"Stop," siiid Ernest, ** don't kill the poor creature, he is but folloAving h 
natural instincts; give hiiu to me, and I will tame him.'* 

Fritz hesitated. "No, no,'* he said, *' I don't want really to kill the bir 
but I can't give him up ; tell me how to tame him, and you shall have Mast 
Kuip." 

"Very well," replied Ernest, *' I will tell you my plan, and, if it succeed 
I will accept Knip as a mark of your gratitucle. Take a jupe and tobacco, ai 
send the smoke all round his he ad, so that he must inhale it ; by degrees he wi 
become stupified, and his savage nature from that moment subdued." 

Fritz was rather inclined to ridicule the plan, but, knowing that Erne 
generally had a good reason for anything of the sort that he proposed, he coi 
sented to make the attempt. He soon seated himself beneath the bird, wl 
still struggled furiously, and mi lied cloud after cloud upwards, and as eac 
cloud circled round the eagle's head he became quieter and quieter, until he si 
quite still, gazing stupidly at the young smoker. 

"Capital I " cried Fritz, as lie hooded the bird, " capital, Ernest ; Knip 
yours.' 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Prop our young trees— A lecture on grafting— A new idea broached— Wliy should v 
not build stairs witliin the trunk of om- tree?— Jack finds one objection— J make 
beehive, and we drive the bees from the tree— Stair-making— Additions to ox 
family of domestic animals— The education of the ' i>ets '—Shoe-making— We let 
water from the stream to Falconhimjt— A strange animal approaches— Our old » 
and his companion— The Onager captured— Provisioning our winter quarters- 
Capture of Kutfed Grouse — We discover flax— The niuiy season. 

Next momitig the boys and I started with the cart laden with mir bundles ( 
bamboos to attend to the avenue of fruit trees. The buffalo we left behind, forh: 
services were not needed, and I wished the wound in his nostrils to become con; 
pletely cicatiized before I again put him to work. We were not a moment too soon 
man^ of the young trees wliich before threatened to fall had now fulfilled thei 
promise, and wero lying prostrate on t\ie gcound,^ otVvBta -were bent, some fe^ 
flair remained erect We raised the tteoB) anii Oi^^s ^^e^Vj ^\. ^^vt x»k\ 
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^76 in stout bamboo prpps, to which we huihcd theiu firnily with strong broad 
fibres, 

"Papa^" said Franz, at we were thus engaged, and he handed nic the fibres 
38 1 required them, " are these ^nld or tame trees ? '* 

"Oh, these arc ^nld trees, most ferocious trees*," laughed Jack, " ar.d we are 
^ying them up lest they should run away, and in a little while we will untie 
them and they iiv'ill trot about after us and give us fruit wherever we go. Uh, 
we will tame them; they shall have a ring through their noised like the 
buffalo!" 

"That's not true," replied Franz, gravely, **but there are wild and tame 
^ees, the wild ones grow out in the woods hke the crab-aj>])lcR, and the tame 
ones in the garden like the pears and peaches at home. AVliich are these*, 
papa?" 

"They are not wild," I replied, **but grafted or cultivalcd, or, as you call 

"lem, tame trees. No European iiee beai-s good ft-uit until 11 is grafted ! " I 

^w a puzzled look come over the littb boy'ii face as he heai<l iliis new word, 

?^ I hastened to explain it. ** Grafting," I continued, **i8 the process of 

jl^serting a slip or twig of a tree into what is called an eye ; that is, a knot or 

'^ole in flie bi*anch of another. This twig or slip then grows and produces, not 

*wch fruit as the original stock would have borne, but such as the tree from 

^'hich it was taken would have produced. Thus, if we have a sour crab-tree, 

and an apple-tree bearing fine ribston pippins, we would take a slip of the 

^•'•tter, insert it in an eve of the former, and in a year or two the branch which 

^'ould then grow woula be laden with good apples." 

'* But," asked Ernest, " where did the slips of good fruit trees come from, if 
Qouc grow without grafting ? " 

**From foreign countries," I replied; "it is only in the cold climate of our 
pftltof the world that they requii-e this grafting ; in many parts of the world, 
^ more southern latitudes than ours, the most luscious fruit trees are indigenous 
to the 86il, and flourish and bear sweet wholesome fniit, without the shghtest 
^ai« or attention being bestowed upon them ; while in England and Gennany, 
^d even in France, these same trees require the utmost exertion of horti- 
cultural skill to make them bring forth any fruit whatever. Thus, when the 
Horaans invaded England they found there nothing in the way of fruit-trees 
but the crab-apple, nut bushes, and bramble-bushes, but by gi*afting on these, 
fine apples, filberts, and raspberries were produced, and it was the same in om* 
OTt-n dear Switzerland — all our fruit trees were imported." 

"Were cheniesJ, father r May we not even call ehcnies S^^•iss? I always 
thought they grew nowhere else." 

'*I am afraid we cannot even claim cherries as our own, not even the name 
of them ; they are called chen-ies from Cerasua, a state of Pontiis, in Asia, 
whence they were brought to Europe by Lucullus, a lionian general, about 
seventy years before Christ. Hazel nuts also came from Tontus ; walnuts, 
again, came originally from Persia. As for giapes, they are of the greatest 
.nntiquity. We hear, if you remember, of Noah cultivating vines, and they 
have been brought from one place to another until they now are to be found in 
nio>t parts of the civilized world." 

** Do you think all these trees will grow ? " asked Fritz, as we crossed Jackal 
Kiver and entered our plantation at Tentholm ; *\herc are lemons, pomegranates, 
pistachio nuts, and mulbenies," 

♦*I have little doubt of it," I replied, "we are evidently within the tropics, 
where such trees as these are sure to flourish. These pines, now, come from 
France. Spain, and Italy ; the olives from Armenia and Palestine ; the figs 
originally from the island of Chios ; the peaches and apricots from Persia ; 
plums from Damascus in Syria, and the pears of all sorts from Greece. How- 
ever, if our countiies have not been blessed in the same way with fruit, we 
have been given wisdom and skill, which has enabled us to import and culti- 
yate the trees of other lands. * * 
"We thu5 tnlked and worked until every tree l\ia\, x^c^vnx^^ ^'t Xx^'otas^'BBS*^'^ 
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provided with a stout bamboo prop, and then, with appetites which a gourmand 
might well have envied, we returned to Falconhurst. I think the gowl mother 
was almost alarmed at the way we fell upon the corned -beef and palm cabbage 
slie set before us, but at length these good things produced the aesired effect, 
and one after another declared himself satisfied. As we sat reclining after our 
labour and digesting our dinner we discussed the various projects we had in 
contemplation. **I wish," said my wife, ** that you would invent some other 

flan for cli iibing to the nest above us; I think that the nest itself is perfect, 
really wi.sh for nothing better, but I should like to be able to get to it without 
8calin«^ that dreadful ladder every time ; could you not make a night of steps to 
reach it r " 

I carefully thought over the project, and turned over every phm for its 
accomplishment. 

*' It would be impossible, I am afraid," said I, "to make stairs outside, but 
within the trunk it mig it be done. More than once have I thought that this 
trunk mi^ht he hollow or partly so, and if such be the case our task would be 
comparatively easy. Did you not tell mo the other day that you noticed bees 
commg from a hohj in the tree 'i ** 

** Oh, yes," said little Franz, " and I went to look at them and one flew righ 
against my fiice and stung me, and I almost cried, but I didn't." 

** Brave little boy,'* said I. " Well, now, if the trunk be sufficiently hollo 
to contain a swnrm of bees, it may be for all we can tell hollow the greater pa 
of its length, for like the willow in our own countrv it might draw alii 
nourishment through the bark, and in spite of its real unsoundness retain 
flourishing appearance. 

Master Jack, practical as usual, instantly sprang to his feet to put my con 
jecture to the proof. The rest followed his example, and tliej were all sooi 
climbing about like squirrels peeping into the hole, and tapping the wood 
discover by sound liow far down the cavity extended. 

They forgot, in their eagerness, who were the tenants of this interesting 
trunk. They were soon reminded of it, however, for the bees, disturbed by thi 
unusual noise, with an angry buzz burst out and in an instant attacked th 
causers of the annoyance ; tliey swanned round them, stung them on th 
hands, face, and neck, settled in their hair, and pui-sued them as they ran 
me for assistance. It was with diffisulty that wo got rid of the angry insect 
and were able to attend to the boys. Jack, who had been the first to reach th^ 
hole, had fared the wor.st and was soon a most pitiable sight, his face swelled to^ 
an extraordin:n*y degrco, and it was only by the constant application of eoliK-^ 
earth that the pain was alleviated. They were all eager to commence an orga- 
nized attack upon the bees at once, but lor an hour or more by reason of their 
pain they were luiiible to render me much assistanct*. In the meanwhile I mado 
my arrangements. I tirst took a large calabash gourd, for I intended to make » 
beehive, that, when we had driven the insects from their present abode, we 
might not lose them entirely. The lower half of the gourd I flattened, I then 
cut an arched opening in the front for a doorway, made a straw roof as a protec- 
tion from the rain and heat, and the little house was complete. 

Nothing more however could then be done, for the irritated bees were still 
anirrily buzzing round the tree. I waited till dark, and then when all the bees 
had again returned to their trunk, with Fritz's assistance I carefully stopped up 
every hole in the tree with wet clay, that the bees might not issue forth next 
morning before wo could begin operations. Very early were we up and at 
work. I first took a hollow cane, and inserted one end through the clay into 
the tree ; down this tube with pipe and tobacco I smoked most furiously. 

The humming and buzzing tnat went on within was tremendous ; tiie bees 

evidently could not understand what was going to happen. I finished mjr first 

pipeful, and putting my thumb over the end of the cane, I gave the pipe to 

Fntz ti refill. He did so, and I again smoked. The buzzing was now becoming 

Jetiis noisy, and wna subsiding into a mere murmur. By the time I had finished 

it&iV second pipe all wns still ; the bees were slup\&ft^. 
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"Nov then, Fritz,'* said I, << quick with a hammer and chisel, and stand here 

wde me.'* 

fie was up in a moment, and, together, we cut a small door by the side of 

^ hole ; this door, however, we did not take out, but we left it attached bj 

one oomer that it might be removed at a moment's notice, then giving the beet 

s final dose of tobacco smoke, we opened it. 

, Carefully but rapidly we removed the insects, as thev clung in clusters to the 
(ides of the tree, and placed them in the hive prepared for tnelr reception. As 
i^pidl? I then took every atom of wax and honey from their store nouse, uid 
put it in a cask I had made ready for the purpose. 

The bees were now safely removed from the trunk, but I could not tell 
whether, when they revived from their temporarv stupor, they might not refuse 
^o occupy thp house with which I had j>resented tncm, and insist on returning to 
-tlieir oid quarters. To prevent the possibility of this occurrence, I took a quantity 
^f tobacco, and, placing it upon a ooard nailed homontally within the trunk, I 
lighted it and allowed it to bum slowly that the fumes might fill the cavity. It 
"Was well I did so, for, as the bees returned to consciousness, they left their 
X>retty hive and buzzed away to the trunk of the tree. They seemed astonished 
^t finding this uninhabitable, and an immense deal of noisy humming ensued, 
-t^und and round they flew, backwards and forwards between the gourd and tree, 
*low settling here and now there, until, at length, after due consideration, they 
^ook possession of the hive and abandoned their former habitation to us the 
Xnvaders of their territory. By the evening they were quite auiet, and we 
Ventured to open the cask in wliich we had stored our plunder. We first sepa- 
rated the honey from the honeycomb and poured it off into jars and pots ; the 
rest we then took and threw into a vessel of water placed over a slow fire. It 
coon boiled and the entire mass became fluid. This we placed in a clean canvas 
Iwg and subjected to a heavy pressure. The honey was tnus soon forced out, and 
we stored it in a cask, and, though not perhaps quite equal to the former 
hatch in quality, it was yet capital. The wax that remained in the bag I also 
carefully stored, for I knew it would be of great use to me in the manufacture of 
candles. Then after a hard da^'s work we turned in. 

The internal architecture oi the tree had now to be attended to, and early 
the following morning we prepared for the laborious task. A door had first 
to be made, so at the base of the trunk we cut away the bark and formed an 
opening just the size of the door we had brought from the captain's cabin, and 
'vmich, lunges and all, was ready to be hung. The clearing of the rotten wood 
from the centre of the trunk occupied us come time, but at length we had the 
satisfaction of seeing it entirely accomplished, and, as we stood below, we could 
look up the trunk, which was like a great smooth funnel, and see the sky above. 
It waa now ready for the staircase, and first we erected in the centre a stout 
sapling, to form an axis round which to build the spiral stairs ; in this we cut 
notches to receive the steps, and corresponding notches in the tree itself to sup- 
port the outer ends. The steps themselves we formed carefully and neatlyof 
planks from the wreck, and clenched them firmly in their places with stout nails. 
Upwards and upwards we built, cutting windows iti the trunk as we required, 
to admit light and air, until we were flush with the top of the centre pole. On 
this i)ole we erected another to reach the top of the tree, and securing it firmly, 
built in the same way round it until we at length reached the level of the floor 
of the nest above. To make the ascent of the stairs perfectly easy, we ran a 
hand-rail on either side, one round the centre pillar, and the other following 
the curve of the trunk. 

This task occupied us a whole month, and by the end of that period, so accus- 
tomed had we become tb having a definite piece of work before us, that we began 
to consider what other great alteration we should undertake. We were, how- 
ever, of course not neglecting the details of our colonial establishment. There 
were all the animals to be attended to, the goats and sheep had both presented 
us with additions to our flock, and these frisky \o\mts&\.eit% \^\.^\^ ^^\v^^^st\ 
topreyent them atnjiag to any great distance, lot TR^\k»A.Tvti V^^\si\Q%R*^^sa^ 
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we tied round their necks little bells, which we had found on board the wreel 
and which would assist us to track them. Juno, too, had a fine litter of puppi^ 
but, in spite of the entreaties of the children, I could not consent to keep moi 
than two, and the rest disappeared in that mysterious way in which puppies a.x: 
kittens are wont to leave the eai*th. To console the motner, as he said, but ala 
I suspect, to save himself considerable trouble. Jack placed his little jacicz 
beside the remaining puppies, and, to his joy, found it readily adopted. Xli 
other ^ets were also flourishing, and were being usefully trained. The buffieilo, 
after giving us much trouble, had now become perfectly domesticated, and was a 
very useful beast of burden, besides being a capital steed for the boys. They guided 
him by a bar thrust through the hole in Ms nose, which was now perfect/y 
healed, and this served the purpose just as a bit in the mouth of a hor%. I 
began his education by securing round him a broad p^irth of buffalo-hide and 
fastening to it various articles, to accustom him to carrying a burden. By degrees 
he permitted this to be done without making the slightest resistance, and soon 
carried the panniers, before borne by the ass, readily and willingly. 

I then made Master Knip sit upon his back and hold the reins I had prepared 
for him, that the animal might become accustomed to the feeling of a rider, and 
finally allowed Fritz himself to mount. The education of the eagle was not 
neglected. Fritz every day shot small birds for his food, and these he placed 
sometimes between the wide-spreading horns of the buffalo or goat, and somfi" 
times upon the back of the great bustard, that he might become accustomed to 
pounce upon living prey. These lessons had their due effect, and the bird, 
having been taught to obey the voire and whistle of his master, he was soon 
allowed to bring down small birds upon the wing, when he stooped and stnick 
his quarry in most sportsmanlike manner. "We kept him well away from the 
poultry-yard lest his natural instincts should show themselves, and he should put 
an untimely end t ) some of our feathered pets. 

Neither was Master Knip allowed to remain idle, for Ernest, now that be was 
in his possession, wished to train him to be of some use. "With Jack's help he 
made a little basket of rushes, which he so arranged with straps that it night 
be easily'fitted on to the monkey's back. Thus equipped he was taught to mount 
cocoa-nut palms and other lofty trees, and to bring down their fioiit in the 
hamper. 

Jack was not so successful in his educational attempts. Fangs, as he had 
christened his jackal, used his fangs indeed, but only on his own account; 
nothing could persuade him that the animals he caught were not at once to be 
devoured, consequently poor Jack was never able to save from his jaws anything 
but the tatterea skin of his prey. Not disheartened, however, he determined 
that Fangs could be trained, and that he would train him. 

These, and such like employments, afforded us the rest and recreation we 
required while engaged in the laborious task of stair-case building. 

Among my minor occupations I applied myself to the improvement of our can- 
dles. Though the former batch had greatly delighted us at first, yet we were soon 
obliged to acknowledge that the light they gave was imperfect, and their ap« 
pearance was unsightly ; my wife, too, begged me to find some substitute for tne 
threads of our cott<m neck-ties, which I had previously used as wicks. To give 
the proper shape and smoothness to the candles, I determined to use lihe 
l)aniboo moulds I had prepared. AEy first idea was to pour the wax in at tiie 
end of the mould, and then when the candles were cooled to slip them out ; but I 
was soon convinced that this plan would not succeed. I therefore determined 
to divide the moulds lengthwise, and then, having gi'eased them well, w» 
might pour the melted wax into the two halves bound tightly together, and 
so be able to take out the candles when cool without injuring them. Ha 
wicks were my next difilculty, and as the mother positively refused to allow 
us to devote our ties and handkerchiefs for tlie purpose, I took a piece of in- 
fiammahle wood from a tree, a native of the Antilles, which I thought woidd 
serve our purpose; this I cut into long «\\p%, «a^ ^x^^ vcv ^« centres <k the 
moulds. My wifOf too, prepared some mc^ lCQia>i^^^T«k ^ ^t^\ax«ia.>3M^ 
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^luch die declared would beat mine completely out of the field. We put them 

to the proof. 
On a large fire we placed a pot, in which we prepared our wax mixture— half 

oees' wax and half wax from the candle-berries. The moulds, carefully prepared 

j-half with karata fibre, and half with wooden splint wicks— stood on their ends 

in a tub of cold water, ready to receive the wax. They were filled; the wax 

cooled ; the candles taken out and subjected to the criticism of all hands. 

When uigfat drew on, thev were formally tested. The decision was unanimous : 

neither gave such a gooa light as those with the cotton wicks; but even my 

wife declared that the light from mine was far preferable to tliat emitted by 

hers, for the former, though rather flaring, bumca brilliantly, while the latter 

gave out such a feeble and flickering flame that it was almost useless. 

I then turned shoemaker, for I had promised myself a pair of waterproof 
boots, and now determined \.6 make them. 

Taking a pair of socks, I filled them with sand, and then coated them over 
with a thin layer of clay to form a convenient mould ; this was soon hardened 
in the sun, and was ready for use. Layer after layer of caoutchouc I brushed 
over it, allowing each layer to dry before the next was put on, until at length I 
considered that the shoes were of sufficient thickness. 1 dried them, broke out 
the clay, secured with nails a strip of buffklo-hido to the soles, brushed that over 
with caoutchouc, and 1 had a pair of comfortable, durable, respectable-looking 
water-proof boots. 

I was delighted ; orders poured in from all sides, and soon every one in the 
family was likewise provided for. 

One objection to B alconhurst was the absence of any spring close by, so that 
the bovs were obliged to bring water daily from the stream ; and this involving 
no little trouble, it was proposed that we should cany the water by pipes from 
the stream to our present residence. A dam had to be thrown across tne river 
some way up-stream, that the water might be raised to a sufficient height to 
run to Falconhurst. From the reservoir thus made we led the water down by 
pipes into the tiwtle's shell, which we placed near our dwelling, and from which 
the superfluous water flowed ofi" tfarougn the hole made in it by Fritz's harpoon. 
This was an immense convenience, and W3 formally inaugurated the trough by 
washing therein a whole sack of potatoes. Thus day after day brought its own 
work, and day after day saw that work completed. We had no time to be idle, 
or to lament our separation from our fellow creatures. 

One morning, as we were completing our spii'al staircase, and giving it such 
finish as we were capable of, we v/ere suddenly alarmed by hearing a most terrific 
noise, the roaring or bellowing of a wild beast ; so strange a sound was it, that 
I could not imagine bv what animal it was uttered. 

Jack thought it perhaps a lion, Fritz hazarded a gorilla, while Ernest gave it 
as his opinion, and I thought it possible that he was. right, that it was a hya>na. 

" Whatever it is,*' said I, " we must prepare to receive it ; up with you all to 
the nest while I secure the door." 

Then arming the dogs with their collars, I sent them out to protect the 
animals below, closed the door, and joined my family. Every gun was loaded, 
eveiy eye was upon the watch. The sound drew nearer, and then all was still ; 
nothing was to be seen. I determined to descend and reconnoitre, and Fritz and 
I carefully crept down ; with our guns at full cock we glided amongst the trees ; 
noiselessly ana quickly we pushed on further and further ; suddenly, close by, 
wo heard the terrific sound again. Fritz raised his gim, but almost as quickly 
again dropped it, and burst into a hearty fit of laughter. There was no mistaking 
those dulcet tones— he-haw, he-haw, he-haw, — ^resounded through the forest, and 
our ass braying his approach right merrily appeared in sight. To our surprise, 
however, our friend 4ras not alone : behind nim trotted another animal, an ass 
no doubt, but slim and graceful as a horse. We watched their movements 
anxiously. 

** Fritz,** I whispered, "that is an onager. Cte©T^\i8yc)t\ft "S^Xsft^JoNSsK^^sAw 
\>TiDg me a piece of cord— quietly now I '* 
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While he was gone, I cut a bamboo and split it halfnray down to fonn a pair o1 
pincers, which I knew would be of use to me should I get near the animaL Frit] 
soon returned with the cord, and I was elad to observe also brought 
some oats and salt. We made one end of the cord fast to a tree, and a 
the other end made a running noose. Silently we watched the animaU 
as they approached, quietly browsing; Fritz then rose, holding in on 
hand tne noose, and in the other some oats and salt. The ass seeing 
favourite food thus held out, advanced to take it ; Fritz allowed him to do 
and he was soon munching contentedly. The stranger, on seeing Fritz, start 
back ; but finding her companion show no signs of alarm, was reassured, and 
soon approached sniffing, and was about to take some of the tempting food. I 
a moment the noose left Fritz's adroit hand and fell round her neck ; with 
single bound she sprang backwards the full length of tbe cord, the noose dre 
tight, and she fell to the earth half stran|^led. I nt once ran up, loosened th 
rope and replaced it by a halter ; and placing the pincers upon her nose, secure*, 
her by two cords fastened between two trees, and then left her to recover herself. 

Everyone hastened up to examine the beautiful animal as she rose to thi 
ground and cast fiery glances around. She lashed out with her heels on ever^ 
side ; 'and, giving vent to angry snorts, struggled violently to get frcHB. All he* 
endeavours were vain : the cords were stout, and after a while she quieted do 
and stood exhausted and quivering. I then approached : she sufibred me to h 
her to the roots of our tree, which for the present formed our stables, and there 
tied hemp close to the donkey, who was likewise prevented from pla3ring truan 

Next morning I found the onager after her nignt's rest as wild as ever, and ai 
I looked at the handsome creature I almost despaired of ever taming her pron 
spirit. Every expedient was tried, and at length, when the animal was subdue 
by hunger, I thought I might venture to mount her ; and having given her th< 
strongest curb and shackled her feet, I attempted to do so. She was as unrul 
as ever, and as a last expedient 1 resolved to adopt a plan which, though crue 
was I knew attended with wonderful success by tne American Indians, by whoi 
it is practised. "Watching a favourable opportimity, I sprang upon tlie onager^ « 
back, and seizing her long ear in my teeth, in spite of her kicking and iilungins** 
bit it through. The result was marvellous, the animal ceased plunging, ana * 
Quivering violently, stood stock still. From that moment we were her masterly 
tne children mounted her one after the other, and she carried them obedientlT* 
and quietly. Proud, indeed, did I feel as I watched this animal, which natU' 
ralists and travellers have declared to be beyond the power of man to tame, 
guided hither and thither by my youngest son. 

Additions to our poultry yard reminded me of the necessity of providing some . f J 
substantial shelter for our animals before the rainy season came on ; three broods I . 
of chickens had been successfully hatched, and tne little creatures, forty in ail, I J 
were mv wife's pride and delight. We began by making a roof over the vaulted f 
roots of our tree, forming the framework of bamboo canes which we laid close 
together and bound tightly down ; others we fixed below as supports. The inter- 
stices were tilled up with clay and moss; and coating the whole over with a 
mixture of tur and lime-water, we obtained a firm balcony, and a capital roof im- 
pervious to the severest fall of rain. I ran a light rail round the hucony to give 
it a more ornamental appearance, and below divided the building into several 
compartments. Stables, poultry-yard, hay and provision lofts, dairy, kitchen, 
larder, and dining-hall were united under one roof. 

Our winter-quarters were now completed, and we had but to store them with 
food. Day after day we worked, bringing in provisions of every description. 

As we were one evening returning from gathering potatoes, it struck me that 
we should take in a store of acorns ; and sending the two younger Imoys home 
with their mother and the cart, I took a large canvas bag, and with frits and 
Ernest^ l^e former mounted on his onager, and the latter carrying his little 
^voiinte. Snip, made a detour towards the Acorn wood. 

We reached the spot, tied li^htfoot to a neigW^OMTviv^ tree, and be|pin rapidlr 
to £U tbe sack. Aa we were thus engaged, "Km^ ^^toiTi^ «v^^«b1^ ydSu^^ \iigh 
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^'f^ by, finom whieh, a moment afterwards, usued such strange cries that Ernest 
^*i^owed to see what could be the matter. 

^ **Come ! " he shouted ; " come and help me ! I' re got a couple of birds and 
^eir fM^gs. Quick ! Huffed grouse ! " 

. yT% hurried to the spot. There was Ernest with a fluttering, screaming bird 
^ eitiier hand ; while, with his foot, he was endeavouring to prevent his greedy 
Httle monkey £rom seiaing the eggs. We quickly tied the legs of the birdi, and 
Removing the eggs from the nest, placed them in Ernest's hat ; while he ^thered 
some of the long, broad grass, with which the nest was woren, and which grew 
luauriantly around, for Franz to play at sword-drill with. We then loaded the 
onagt>r wiui the acorns, and moved homewards. The eggs I covered carefully 
nith dry moss, that they might be kept warm, and a.s Foon as possible I handed 
them over to my wife, who managed tne mother so clererlv that she induced her 
to return to the eggs, and in a few days, to our great delight, we had fifteen 
beautiful little Canadian chicks. 

Franz was greatly pleased with the " s^\'ords " his brother brought him ; but 
hawing no small oompuiion on whom to exercise his valour, he amused himself 
finr a Miort time in hewing down imaginary foes, and then cut the reeds in slips. 
and plaited them to form a whip for Lightfbot. The leaves seemed so pliable and 
■trons, that I examined them to see to what further use they might be put. 
Their tissue was composed of long silky fibres. A sudden thought struck me — 
this must be New Zealand flax. I could not rest till I had announced this in<- 
Tahiable discovery to my wife. She was no le^s delighted than I was. 

** Brine me the leaves ! '* she exclaimed. " Oh, what a delightful discovery ! 
l?o one shall now be clothed in rags ; just make me a spindle, and you shall soon 
hare shirts and stockings and trousers, all good home-spun ! Quick, Fritz, and 
bring your mother more leaves ! " 

We could not help smiling at her ea^r zeal ; but Fritz and Ernest sprang on 
their steeds, and soon the onager and buffalo were galloping home again, each 
laden with a great bundle of flax. The boys dismounted and deposited their 
offering at their mother*s feet. 

** Capital ! '' she exclaimed. ^ I shall now show vou that I am not at all 
behindnand in ingenuity. This must be retted, carded, spun and woven, and 
then with scissors, needle, and thread I will make you any article of clothing you 
choose. '' 

We decided that Flamingo Marsh would be the best spot for the operation of 
steeping or ** retting'* the flax, and next morning we set out thither; the cart 
drawn by the ass, and laden with the bundles, between which sat Franz and 
Knip, while the rest of us followed with spades and hatchets. I described to my 
boys as we went along the process of retting, and explained to them how steeping 
the flax leaves destroys the useless membrane, while the strong fibres remain. 

As we were employed in making beds for the flax and placing it in them, we 
observed several nests of the Flamingo. These are most curiously and skilfully 
made of glutinous clay, so strong that they can neither be overturned nor washed 
away. They are formed in the shai>e of blunted cones, and placed point down- 
warus; at the upper and broader end is built a little platform to contain the ens, 
on which the remale bird sits, with her long legs in the water on either side, 
until the little birds are hatched and can take to the water. For a fortnight we 
left the flax to steep, and then taking it out and drying it thoroughly in the sim, 
stored it for future use at Falconhurst. 

Daily did we load our cart with provisions to be brought to our winter- 
quarters : manioc, potatoes, cocoa-nuts, sweet acorns, sugar-canes^ were all col- 
lected and stored m abundance — for grumbling thunder, lowermg skies, and 
sharp lowers warned us that we had no time to lose. Our com was sowed, our 
animals housed, oiu: provisions stored, when down came the rain. 

To continue in oiu: nest we found impossible, and we were obliged to retreat to 
the trunk, where we carried such of our domestic furniture as might have 
been injured by the damp. Oiu: dwelUng was indeed crowded: the animala 
and providoDB oelow, and our beds and houaeVioVi ^s^o^ vcQxaA^o&^V^sccts&K^^osw 



86 The Swiss Family Robinson, 

in on every side; by degrees, by dint of patience and better packing, we obtained. 
BuflBcient room to work and lie down in ; by degrees, too, we became accustomecL 
to the continual noise of the animals and the smell of the stables. The smok^ 
from the fire, which we were occasionally obliged to light, was not agreeable ; 
but in time even that seemed to become more bearable. 

To make more space, we turned such animals as we had captured, and who* 
therefore might be imagined to know how to shift for tliemselves, outside during 
the daytime, bringing them under the arched roots only at night. To peifona. 
this duty Fritz and I used to sally forth every evening, and as regularly every 
evening did we return soaked to tiie skin. To obviate this, the mo^er, who 
feared these continual wettings might injure our health, contrived waterpFOofs : 
she brushed on several layers of caoutchouc over stout shirts, to which she 
attached hoods ; she then nxed to these duck trousers, and thus prepared for- 
•ach of us a complete waterproof suit, clad in which we might brave the severest^ 
rain. 

In spite of our endeavours to keep ourselves busy, the time dragged heavily. 
Our mornings were occupied in tcndmg the animals ; the boys amused thcrhselveaa 
with their pets, and assisted me in the manufacture of carding-combs and a- 
spindle for the mother. The combs I made with nails, which I placed head- 
downwards on a sheet of tin about an inch -wide ; holding the nails in* th^i^ 
proper positions I poured solder round their heads to fix them to the tin, 'ttrhichfl 
I then folded down on either side of them to keep them perfectly firm. In thes! 
evening, when our room was illuminated with wax candles^ I iVrote a journal ofl 
all the events which had occuned since our arrival in this foreign land ; add^^ 
while the mother was busy with her needle and Ernest making sketches of birds. - 
beasts, and flowers with which he had met duiing the past months, Fritz an(= 
Jack taught little Franz to read. 

Week after week rolled by. Week after week saw us still close prisoners iJi 
Incejssant rain battered down above us, constant gloom hung over the desolat 
scene. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Spring again— We begin to hew a cave— Jack makes a discover}'— We drive the foul air 
from the cavern — The mother and her boys join us— We explore the cave — Fit it up 
as our winter-quarters— The Herring-bank- We catch seals— Fishing on a grand 
- scale— Isinglass and caviare — We visit our plantations— An expedition to establish 
a colony— The building of " Woodlands "—Jack and Fritz return to Falcunhurst 
for provisionsr-Emest and I explore— A " beast witli a bill •' — We build a «»anoe— 
Franz undei'takes the education of Grumble— We continue our work at the cave— 
Carpet-making — Thanksgiving-day— A startling salute — Athletics and shooting— 
Prize-giving — Manufacture of bird-lime— Fritz and Jack ride off for caoutchouc- 
Shoot a Crane and Badger— Find " Woodlands " turned upside down by monkeys - 
Discover gensing. 

The winds at length were lulled, the sun shot his brilliant rays through the 
riven clouds, the rain ceased to fall — spring had come. No prisoners set at 
liberty could have felt more joy than we did as we stepped forth fi*om our winter 
abode, refreshed our eyes with the pleasant verdure around us, and our can 
with the merry songs of a thousand happy birds, and drank in the pure balmy 
air of spring. 

Our plantations were thriving vigorously. The seed wc had sown was shoot- 
ing throuf^b the moist earth. All nature was Yc^re&\ve»i. 
Our nest was our first care ; filled with leaves aivCi AotoVct^. «tA Vmv Xs^ ^(Jaa 
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^d, it looked indeed dilapidated. We worked hard, and in a few days it was 

sgain habitable. My wife begged that I would now start htr with tlie flux, and 

fisearljas possible 1 built a drying-oven, and then mx'i)ured it for her use ; I 

^, aner some trouble, manufactured a beetle-reel and spinning-wheel, and she 

*nd Franz were soon hard at work, the Utile boy reehng olf the thread his 

Diother spun. 

I iras anxious to visit Tentholm, for I feared that much of our precious stores 

^hi have suffered. Fritz and I made an excursion thither. The damage done 

to Palconhurst was as nothing compared to the scene that awaited us. The tent 

^as blown to the ground, the canvas torn to ragi», the provisions soaked, and two 

jasks of i)owder utterly destroyed. We immediately spread 8u<h things as we 

loped yet to preserve in the sun to dry. The pinnace wns safe, but our faithful 

^Uo-boat was dashed in pieces, and the irreparable damage we had sustained 

ttade me resolve to contrive some safer and more stable winter-quarters before 

*he arrival of the next rainy season. Fritz proposed that we should hollow out 

^ cave in the rock, and though the difficulties such nn undertaking would pre- 

^Qt appeared almost insurmountable, I yet determined to make the attempt ; we 

^ght not, I thought, hew out a cavern of sufficient size to serve as a room, but 

^e might at least make a cellar for the more valuable and perishable of our 

stores. 

Some days afterwards we left Falconhurst with the cart laiden with a cargo of 
spades, hammers, chisels, pickaxes and crowbars, and began our undertaking. 
Chi the smooth face of the perpendicular rock I drew out in chalk the size of the 
proposed entrance, and then, with minds bent on success, we battered away. 
^ix days of hard and incessant toil made but little impression ; I do not think 
th.at the hole would have been a satisfactory shelter for even Master Knip : but 
"^e still did not despair, and were presently rewarded by coming to softer and 
niore yielding substance ; our work progressed, and our minds were relieved. 

On the tenth day, as our persevering blows were falling heavily, Jack, who 
"Was working diligently with a hammer and crowbar, shouted, — 
" Gone, father ! Fiitz, my bar has gone through the mountain ! ' 
"Run round and get it,' hiughed Fritz; "perhaps it has dropped into 
lEurope — you must not loose a ^ood crowbar." 

** But, really, it is through ; it went right through the rock ; I heard it crash 
down inside. Oh, do come and f ee I " he shouted excitedly. ; 

"Wc sprang to his side, and I thrust the handle of my hammer into the hole he 
Spoke of ; it met with no opposition, I could turn it in any direction I tchose. 
Fritz handed me a long pole ; I tried the depth with that. Nothing could I 
feel. A thin wall, then, was all that intervened between us and a. great 
cavern. 

With a shout of joy, the boys battered vigorously at the rock ; piece by piece 
fell, and soon the liole was large enough for us to enter. 1 stepped near the 
aperture, and was about to make a further examination, when a sudden rush of 
poisonous air turned me giddy, and shouting to my sons to stand off, I leaned 
against the rock. 

When I came to myself I explained to them the danger of approaching any 
cavern or other place where the air has for a long time been stagnant. "Unless 
air is incessantly renewed it becomes vitiated,*' I said, *' and fatal to those who 
breathe it. The safest way of restoring it to its original state is to subject it to 
the action of fire, a few handfuh of blazing hay thrown into this hole may, if 
the place be small, sufficiently purify the air within to allow us to enter without 
danger." We tried the experiment. The flame was extinguished the instant 
it entered. Though bundles of blazing grass were thrown in, no difference was 
made. 

I saw that we must .apply some more efficacious remedy, and sent the boys for 
a chest of sianal-rockets we had brought from the wreck. We let fly some 
dozens of these fiery Fcrpents, which went whizzing in, and disappeared at ap- 
parently a vast distance from us. Some flew like radiant meteors round, lighted 
up the mighty circumference and displayed, as \i7 ^ m^i^vcvjxcL ^^^xA^^'s^'^x^Mis^^ 
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n'v vaited far r little while after tlicee eiperimenti, and I then again tluew 
in lighted hav. It bunieil clrarly; the air was purified. 

Fiitz and T enlarged the openijig, while Jack, epringing en tie bufiitlo, than- 
dci-cd away to Falcouhurst to bear tlie great and astaniabing news to hii 

Great muat have hcen the effect on Jaclt'a eloquence on those at home, for 

(he timbcra of the bridge vere soon again resounding under the iwift but 

heaTTtiamp of hia steed; 

and he wsa goickly fal- 

laved by the rest of our 

the liigh- 




in the 

cart all the candles he 
rauld find, and ve no*, 
lighting these, shoul- 
dered our anna nod en- 
tered I led the way. 
sounding the f round as 
1 adranced wilh a. long 
- r>1e that we might not 
ill uneipeetediy into 
iiy great hole or chasm. 
Silently ne marched — 
llip mother the boys, 
iiid even the dogs seem- 
ing overawed with thn 
in^jndeut and beaut; of 

grotto o( diamonds— 1 
ij,t caTe oC glittenn; 
crjstal the candles re- 
flected on Ihe walla a 
polden light bright h 
the itVB of Hearen, 
nhile great crystal nil- 

1 irs rose from the ftxir 
like might;^ treea, min- 
t, ling their branchn 
liigh aboreus and droop- 
ing in hundreds of ^ 
stalactites which spufc- 
led and glittered with 
all tbe colours of the 



e appearance c^ the briUiant cryatals round about ns, I suspected 



The floor of this magniGcent palace was fonnet 
I sav at Dnc« that we might safely take up o 
■lightest fear of danger from damp. 
-^^^ , .... v^,v 

I tasted B piece. This was a earem of rock-salt. There was do doubt about 

it— hrie was an unliniiled tupply of the best and purest salt ! But one thing 

delnii'tPd from mT entire satisfaction and delight— hiree cr)»tala laj- scattered 

bsre and there, Wiiicb, detached &om the roo^ had faUcD to the ground ; this, 

if apt to recur, muld keep u* in conatint pert. lenHOMiwimt of the masses 

mad dijKotersd Utat they had been all lewWlTf »SM»S.e4, kbI ttmrfjae mh- 
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7 fall. To satisfy ourselves, however, that there were no more pieces tottering 
m abore us, we cQscharged our ^uns from the entrance, and watched the eti'cct. 
' -Nothing more fell— our magnificent abode was safe. 

We returned to Falconhurst with minds full of wonder at our new discovei y, 
and plans for turning it to the best possible advantage. 

Nothing was now talked of but the new house, how it should be arranpe<^ 
liow it should be fitted up. The safety and comfort of Falconhurst, which h;«d 
at first seemed so great, now dwindled away in our opinion to nothing ; it should 
^ kept up we decided merely as a summer ref idence, while otir cave should he 
■fbrroed into a winter house and impregnable castle. Our attention was now 
^ftilly occupied with this new house. light and air were to be admitted, so we 
liewed a row of windows in the rock, where we fitted the window-cases wc had 
'brought from the oflBcers' cabins. We brought the door, too, from Falconhurst, 
and fitted it in the aperture we had made for the opening in the trunk of the 
tree, which I determined to conceal with bark, as less likely to attract the notice 
of wild beasts or savages should they approach during our absence. The ea\e 
itself we divided into four parts; in iront, a large compartment into which the 
door opened, subdivided into our sitting, eating, and sleeping apartments : the 
right-hand division, containing our kitchen and workshop, and the left ou*- 
stables ; behind all this, in the dark recess of the cave, was our storehouse and 
powder-magazine. Having already undergone one rainy season, we knew well 
its discomforts, and thought of many useful arrangements in the laying out of 
our dwelling. We did not intend to he again smoke-dried ; we, therefore, con- 
trived a properly built fire-place and chimney ; our stable airangements, too, 
were better, and plenty of space was left in our workshop that we should not Le 
hampered in even the most extensive operations. 

Our frequent residence at 'J'entholm revealed to us several important ad- 
vantages which we had not foreseen. Numbers of splendid turtles often came 
ashore to deposit their eggs in the sand, and their delicious tiesh atiorded us 
mnny a sumptuous meal. When more than one of these creatures appeared at 
a time, we used to cut off their retreat to the sea, and, turaing them on tlieir 
backs, fnsten them to a stake, driven in close by the waer's edge, by a cord 
pa.«sed through a hole in their shell. We thus had fresh turtle continually 
within our reach ; for the animals throve well thus secured, and appean d in as 
good condition, after having been kept thus for several weeks, as others when 
freshly caught. Lobsters, orabs, and mussels also abounded on the shore. I3ut 
this was not all : an additional surprise awaited us. 

As we were one morning approaching Tentholm, wc were attracted by a most 
curious phenomenon. The waters out to j-ea appeared agitated by some unseen 
movement, and as they heaved and boiled, their surface, struck by the beams of 
the morning sun, seemed illuminated by flashes of fire. Over the water whem 
this disturbance was taking place hovered hundreds of birds, screaming loudl}-, 
which ever and anon would dart downwards, some plunging beneath the wateV, 
some skimming the surface. Then again they would rise and resume their 
harsh cries. The shining, sparkling mass then rolled onwards, and ajpproached 
in a direct line our bay, followed by the feathered flock above. W e hurried 
down to the shore to further examine this strange sight. 
I was convinced as we approached that it wns a phoal or bank of hcninps. 
No sooner did I give utterance to my conjecture, than I was assailed by a 
host of questions concerning this herring-bank, what it was, and what occa- 
sioned it. 

•* A herring-bank,'* I said, "is composed of an immense number of herrings 
swimming together. I can scarcely express to you the huge frize of this livinu: 
bank, which ext< nds over a great area many fathoms deep. It is followed by 
numbers of great ravenous fish, who devour quantities of the herrings, while 
above hover birds, as you have just seen, ready to pounce down on stragglers 
near the top. To escape these enemies, the shoal makes for the nearest shore^ 
and aeeka safety in tboae shallows where the lor^e ^'a\v caravnX \sJ^':y^^ ^\^.\ksxvt 
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it meets with a third great euemy. It may escape from the tsh, and elude the 
vigilance of sharp-sighted birds, but from the ingenuity of man it can find no 
escape. In one year millions of these fish are caught, and yet the roes of only a 
sniiill number would be sufficient to supply as many fish again. ^ 

Soon our fishery was in operation. Jack and Fritz stood in the water with 
biiskcts, and baled out the fish, as one bales water with a bucket, throwing them 
to us on the shore. As quickly as possible we cleaned them, and placed them in 
casks with salt, first a layer of salt, and then a layer of herrings, and so on, until 
wo liad ready many casks of pickled fish. 

As the baiTeh were filled, we closed them carefully, and rolled them away to 
the coal vaults at the back of our cave. 

Our good fortune, however, was not to end here. A day after the herring 
fishery was over, and the shoal had left our bay, a great number of seals 
appeared, attracted bv the refuse of the herrings which we had thrown into the 
sea. Though I fearea they would not be suitable for our table, we yet secured a 
score or two for the sake of their skins and fat. The skins we drew carefully off 
for harness and clothing, and the fat we boiled down for oil, which we put aside 
in casks for tnnning, soap-making, and burning in Inmps. 

These occupations interfered for some time with our work at Rock House; 
but a3 soon as possible we again returned to our labour with renewed 
vigour. 

I had noticed that the salt crystals had for their base a species of gypsum, 
which I knew might be made of great service to us in our building operations as 
plaster. 

As an experiment, I broke off some pieces, and, after subjecting them to great 
heat, reduced them to powder. The plaster tliis formed with water was smooth 
and white, and as I had then no particular use to which I might put it, I 
plastered over some of the herring casks, that I might be perfectly certain that 
all air was excluded. The remainder of the casks I left as they were, for I 
presently intended to preserve their contents by smoking. To do this, the boys 
and I built a small hut of reeds and branches, and then we strung our herrings 
on lines across the roof. On the floor we lit a great fire of brushwood and moffl. 
which threw out a dense smoke, curling in volumes round the fish, and they in 
a few days seemed perfectly cured. 

^ About a month after the appearance of the herrings we were favoured by a 
visit from other shoals of fish. Jack espied them first, and called to us that a 
lot of young whales were off the coast. We ran dqwn and discovered the bay 
apparently swarminjj: with great sturgeon, salmon, and trout, all making for th« 
mouth of Jackal Kiver, that they might ascend it and deposit their spa\ni 
amongst the stones. 

Jack was dcli;^hted at his discovery. 

** Here are i)roper fish ! " he exclaimed ; " none of yo;:r paltry fry. How do 
you preserve these sorts of fish ? Potted, salted, or sn'ioked ? " 

" Not so fast," said I, " not so fast ; tell me how they are to be caught, and I 
will tell vou how they are to be cooked." 

** Oh I I'll catch them fast enough," he replied, and dai-ted off to Rock House. 

"While I was still puzzling my brains as to how I sbould set to work, he 
rotiimcd with his fishing apparatus in hand : a bow and arrow, and a ball of 
twine. 

At the arrow -head he had fastened a barbed spike, and had secured the arrow 
to the end of the string. Armed with this weapon, he advanced to the river's 
edge. 

His aiTow flew from the bow, and, to my surprise, struck one of the largest 
fish in the side. 

" Help, father, help! '* he cried, as the great fish darted off, carrying arrow 
and all with it; " help ! or he will pull me into the water." 

I ran to his assistance, and together we struggled with the finny monster. He 

pulled trcmcndoual}% and lashed the water round him ; but we held the cord 

Msi, and ho had no chance of escape. "WeaVcr wi^ \^c»k^Y \£s^^ )aia ttruggles, 



Huge Sturgeons captured. 91 

od, at leDg^ exbauited by his exertions and loss of blood, he allowed ns to 
raw him ashore. 

He was a noble prize, and Fritz and Ernest, who came up just a.s v c completed 
LIS capture, were quite PUTious of Jack's success. Not to be behiudhand, they 
Agerly rushed off for weapons themselves. 

^ Wc were soon all in the water, Fritz with a harpoon. Ernest with a rod and 
tine, and I myself, armed like Neptune, with an ir<m trident, or more properly 
speaking, peniaps, a pitchforic. Soon the shore was strewn with a goodlv 
number or the finest fish — monster after monster we drt'W to land. At length 
Fritz, after harpooning a great sturgeon full eight feet long, could not get the 
beast ashore; we all went to his assistance, but our united efforts were un- 
ayiiliog. 

"The buffiilo! ** proposed my wife, and off went Jack for Storm. Storm was 
Inmessed to the harpoon rope, and soon the monstrous fish lay panting on the 



We at length, when we had captured as many fish as we could possibly utilize, 
Nt about cleaning and preparing their fle^. Some we salted, some we dried 
like the herrings, some we .treated like the tunny of the Mediterranean — we 
piepared them in oil« Of the roe of the sturgeon I decided to form caviare, the 
grrat Kussian dish. I removed from it all the mcnibi anes by which it is sur- 
lounded, washed it in vinegar, salted it, pressed out all the moisture caused by 
(he wet-absorbing properties of the salt, i)ackcd it in siuaH barrels and stowed it 
&«av in our storehouse. 

I knew that of the sturgeon's bladder the best isinglass is made, so carefully 
collecting the air-bladders from all tbosc we had killed, I washed them and 
himg them up to stiffen. The outer coat or membrane I then pealed off, cutting 
the remainder into strips, technically called staples. These stHples I placed in 
*airon pot over the fire, and when tney had been reduced to a proper consistency 
X strained off the glue through a clean cloth, and spread it out on a slab of stone 
in thin layers, letting them remain until they were dry. The substance I thus 
(*btained was beautifully transparent, and j^roniiscd to serve as an excellent 
^betitute for glass in our window-frames. 

Fortimately, in this beautiful climate little or no attention was necessar}' to 
the kitchen garden, the seeds sprang up and flourished without apparently the 
slightest regard for the time or season of the year, l^eas, beans, wheat, barley, 
(ye, and Lidian com, seemed constantly ripe, while cucumbers, melons, and all 
Jfflts of other vegetables grew luxuriantly. The success of our garden at 
Tentholm encouraged me to hope that mj experiment at Falconhurst had not 
iailed, and one morning we started to visit the spot. - 

As we passed by the field from which the potatoes had been dug, we found it 
K)vered with barley, wheat, rye and peas in profusion. 

I turned to the mother in amazement. 

" Where has this fine crop sprung from ? " said I. 

"From the earth," she replied, laughing, "where Franz and I sowed the 
eed I brought from the wreck. The ground was ready tilled by you and the 
toys ; all we had to do was to scatter the seed.*' 

I was delighted at the siirht, and it augured well, I thought, for the success 
f my maize plantation. "W'e hurried to the field. The crop bad indeed grown 
t'ell, and, what was more, appeared to be duly appreciated. A tremendous 
ock of feathered thieves rose as we approached. Amongst them Fritz espied a 
ijw ruffed grouse, and quick as thougnt, unhooding his eagle, he started him oft' 
1 chase, then sprung on his onager and followed at full gallop. His noble bird 
larked out the finest grouse, and, soaring high above it, stooped and bore his 
rey to the ground. Fritz was close at hand, and springing through the bushes 
e savi d the bird from death, hooded the eagle's ej-es, and returned triumph- 
ntly. Jack had not stood idle, for slipping his pet Fangs, he had started him 
mong some quails who remained upon the field, and to my surprise the jackal 
»ured some dozen of the birds, bringing them faithfully to his master's feet» 

Wj9 then ixanacd our steps towards Falconhurst, wYieYc \{c ^«t^ x^tY^Sos^Vj ^ 
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most delicious drink the mother prei)ared for us ; the stems of the young Indian 
com crushed, strained, and mixed with water and the juice of the sugar-cane. 

We tlien made preparations for an excursion the following day, for T wished 
to cRtablisIi a sort of semi-civilized farm at some distance from Falconhunt, 
where wc might place some of our animals which had become too numerous with 
our limited means to supply them with food. In the large cart, to which m 
harnessed the buffalo, cow, and ass, we placed a dozen fowls, four young piga, 
two couple of sheep, and as many goats, and a pair of hens and one cock grouse. 
Fritz led the way on his onager, and by a new tmck we forced a passage uroo^h 
the woods and tall grasses towards Cape Disappointment. 

The difficult march was at length oyer, ana we emerged from the forest upon 
a large plain covered with curious little bushes ; the branches of these little 
shrubfl and the ground about them were covered with pure white flakes. 

*' Snow ! snow ! " exclaimed Franz. " Oh, mother, come down from the cart 
and play snowballs. This is jolly ; much better than the ugly rain." 

I was not surprised at the boy's mistake, for indeed the flakes did look like 
snow ; but before I could express my opinion, Fritz declared that the plant matt 
be a kind of dwarf cotton-tree. We approached nearer and found he was right 
— soft fine wool enclosed in pods, and stiU hanging on the bashes or lying on the 
ground, abounded in every direction. "We had indeed discovered this valntble 
plant. The mother was charmed; and gathering a great quantity in three 
capacious bags, we resumed our journey. 

Crossing the cotton-field, we ascended a pretty wooded hill. The view from tiie 
summit was glorious : luxuriant grass at our feet stretching down the hill-flde, 
dotted h(Te and there with shady trees, among which gushed down a spariding 
brook, while below lay the rich green forest, with the sea beyond. 

What better situation could we hope to find for our new farm? Pasture, 
water, shade, and shelter, all were here. 

We i)itchod our tent, built our fireplace, and, leaving the mother to prepare 
our repast, Fritz and I selected a spot for the erection of our shed. We soon 
found a group of trees so situated that the trunks would serve as posts for our 
intended buildinj?. Thither we earned all our tools, and then, as the day was 
far advanced, enjoyed our supper, and lay down upon most comfortable beds 
which the mother had prepared for us with the cotton. 

The group of trees we nad selected was exactly suited to our purpose, for it 
formed a regular rectilinear figure, the greatest side of which faced the sea. I 
cut deep mortices in the trunks about ten feet from the ground, and again ten 
feet higher up to form a second storey. In these mortices I inserted beams, 
thus forming a framework for m^ building, and then, making a roof of laths, I 
overlaid it with bark, which I stripped from a neighbouring tree, and fixed with 
acacia thorns, and which would ettectually shoot off any amount of rain. 

While clearing up the scraps of bark and other rubbish for fuel for our fire, I 
noticed a peculiar smell, and stooping down I picked up pieces of the bark, some 
of which, to my great surprise, Jt found was tnat of the terebinth tree, and the 
rest that of the American fir. The goats, too, made an important discovery 
amongst the same heap, for we found them busily routing out pieces of 
cinnamon, a most delicious and aromatic spice. 

** From the fir," said I to the boys, " we get turpentine and tar, and thus it 
is that the fir tree becomes such a valuable article of commerce. So we may 
look forward to preparing pitch for our yacht with tar and oil, you know, and 
cart-grease, too, with tar and fat. I do not know that you will equally 
appreciate the terebinth tree ; a gum issues from incisions in the bark wluct 
hardens in the sun, and becomes as transparent as amber ; when burned it gives 
forth a most delicious perfume, and when dissolved in spirits of wine, forms a 
beautiful transparent varnish.*' 

The completion of our new farm-house occupied us several days, we wove 

strong lianas and other creepers together to form the wallh to fiie height of 

about six feet ; the rest, up to the roof, we formed merely of a lattice-work of 

Jatha to admit both air and light \^il\dxL^^ ^TAe^^t^\)£P;kH^\nto thiee 
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nits ; one nib-diTided into stallt for the aaiinats ; a Mconil Tilted with perchc* 
Ibc the birdi, wid > third, •imply furnished with a rough table and benches, to 
lore as a aleeping-apaitment ibr ourwlie^, when *-e ahonld find it necenKary tt> 
}Kf the place a visit. In n ehott time the dwelling wj» most comfortublr 
■Raueed, and aa ve daily filled Ihe feeding-troughs nilh the food Ihe aniniali 
bw hked, they Ehewed no inulination to desert the spot we had cbosen for 

Yet, hard sa ire had narked, ve found that the proTisiens we bud broaght 
lilh 01, would be ex 
Unated before we eould 
bi^ to be able to leare 
the ftrm I therefore 
i epatrhed Jack and 



a^y 



ighbourhood that we 

;ht know mare ex 

llie character of 




Paaamg over a brook 
'chieh finwed towards 
the ivall of rocks, we 
reached a large marah 
andasue wilKed rouni 
it, 1 1 oticed with delight 

the iicD plant growing 
Wild in the greatest pro- 
foaioa Hera and there 
only were there any npe 
jjants, and from these 
nee a number of ruffed 
niHiso, at which both 
fimest and I let fly 
Two fell and Fang^ 
who was with us, 
bienght them to our 
fbet As we adrancod 
Enip Bkipped ^m the 
back of bis Bleed JuDD nnd 
began lo regale himself 
on some ftu t, at a short 
distanPColT wef tlD>ied 
the hltle animal and _ 

aTing enjojed the fnut oor- 

. - - , r -J > "id secui-ed the fruit from 

his pilfering paws with leaves fixed tirmly down. 

I then took a sample of ihe rite seeds lo show the mother, and we continued 
oor journey. 

Presently we reached the borders of the pretty lake which we had seen 
beyond the swamp. The nearer aspect of ita calm blue waters greaflv charmed 
ns, and still more so, the sight of numbers of btaek swans dieporting themselves 
on the glaasy surface, in which their stalely forms and grateful movements 
were retbeted as in a mirror. It was delightful 10 watfh these splendid birds, 
old and vouny swimming together in the peaorful ei\iQ^nswAol U&,!ftekin% 
tbeir &vd, and puraaiag one anoUiecplfty{uUjuiQA-v&W. 
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I could not think of braaking in upon their happy beautiful existence by 
5rinpr nmon^ tht'in, but our dog Juno was by no means so considerate ; for all tt 
once I heard a plunge, and saw her drag out of the water a most peculiar-lookiflg 
crotiture, something like a small otter, but not above twenty-two inches ill 
length, which she would have torn to pieces, had we not hurried up and taken 
it from her. 

This curious little animal wa» of a soft dark brown colour, the fur being of a 
ligliter shade under the body ; its feet were furnished with lai^ claws, and ak) 
conipleteiv webbed, the head small, with deeply set eyes and ears, and tenninat'mg 
in a broad, flat bill like that of a duuk. 

This singularity seemed to ua so 'droll that we both laughed heartily, feeling 
at the same tunc much puz/led to know what sort of animal it could possibly bi>. 
For want of a better, wo "gave It the name of the ^* Beast with a Bill,"'au(l 
Kmcst willingly undertook to carry it, that it might bu stuffed and kept as a 
curiosity. 

After this we returned to the farm, thinking our messengers might non 
arrive, and sure enuugkt in about a quarter of an hour, Tritz and Jack made 
their appearance at a brisk trot, and gave a circumstantial account of tiidr 
mission. 

I was pleased to see that they had fulfilled f^eir orders intelligently, oarrymg 
out my intentions in the spirit and not blindly to the letter. 

Xext morning we quitted the farm (which we named WoodlandB), aftar 
provitling amply for the wants of the animals, sheep, goats, and poultry, iridflh 
we left there. 

Shortly afterwards, on entering a wood, we found it tenanted by an aiormsdl 
number of apes, who instantly assailed us with sliowers of tir-coneij uttering 
hideous and angry ci'ies, and cffeotually checking our progress, until wo jpot 
them to flight by a couple of shots, which not a uttle ostonialied toeir 
weak minds. 

Fritz picked up some of their missiles, and, showing them to me, I reoogniaed 
the cono of the stone-pine. 




kernel 

obtain an excellent oil. Therefore I should like to carr}- 

A hill, which seemed to promise a good view from its summit, next attraofed 
my notice, and, on climbing it, wc were more than repaid for the exertion by 
the extensive and beautiful prospect which lay spread before our eyes. Tlw 
situation altogether was so agreeable, that here also I resolyed to make a 
settlement, to be visited occasioullv, and, aflier resting awhile and talking the 
matter over, we set to \york to build a eottago such us we hud lately finished it 
Woodlands. Our experience ' there enabled uis to proceed quickly with tho 
work, and in a few Uayathe rustle- abode was completed, and received, by 
Ernest's choice, the grand name of Prospect Hill. 

My chief object iu undertaking this expedition had been to discover some \jkq 
from whose bark I could hope to make a useful light boat or cunoo. Hitherto I 
had met with none at all tit for my purpose, but, not despairing of success, I 
began, when the cottage was built, to examine carefully tho sunx^unding woods, 
and, after considerable trouble, came upon two magnrficcnt tall straight treei, 
tho bark of which seemed something like that of tho birch. Selecting one 
whose trunk was, to a great height, free from branches, wo attached to one 
of the lower of these boughs the rope ladder we had with us, and, Fritz 
ascenduig it, cut the bark through in a circle ; I did the same at the foot of the 
tree, and then, from between the circles, we took a narrow perpendicular dip 
of bark entirely out, so that we could introduce the proper tools by wMch 
gradually to loosen and raise the main part, so as tiually to separate it from the 
tree uninjured and entire. This we found possible, because the bark was moist 
and flexible. Great care and exertion were necessary, as the bark became 
detached, to support it^ until the whole was TeaA>j tft \» \eX. «si!tXV^ down upon 
tbegroBs, Tim seemed a great acbieyemeiit*, Wt o>xx ^ot^iRtt&xs^ -qs^ \&n»& coiffi^ 
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lur amid ve Tentnro to dniit tana it, until, while the mateml irru wft and 
pliable, we had tcmied it into tbe ihape we deeired for thr' ciinoe. 

In order to do Haa, 1 cut * long tnsagular plMto out uf rucb end or the roll, 
■nd, pUeing the aloping pnrta one over the other, I drew the eudi into a pointed 
fmn uui (eeuied them with pegi and glue. 

This mcceagfol proceeding had, however, widened the boat, and mode it too 

lit in the middle, *a that it waa nectiuiry to put \<i]kb round il, and tig)iten 

I until the proper shape wa« restored, before we could iillow it to dry 

tools, I deteirained to 




complete ray work m a moro conTCnieiit aiUi.i.iun, and fotllinith despatched 
Friti and Jack with orders to bring Ihe sledge (which now ran on wheels taken 
from gun-caniageB) that the canoe might bo transported direct to tbe vicinity of 
tho harbour at Tentholin. 

During tbeir absence I fortunately found soma wood naturally curved, just 
■uited for ribs to support and strengthen the aides of the boat. 

When tbe two lada returned with the sledge, it was time to rest for tbe night; 
but with eitrly dawn we were again busily at work. 

The sledge was londed with the new boat, and every thing else wo could pack 
Into it, and we turned our steps homewards, finding the greatest difficulty, 
however, ia getting our vehicle through the woods. We cnwied the bamboo 
■wamp, -wbere I cut a Sun mast for toy \)aa.t,tLua, canA tfw'\filvi^'>A^«ca»& 
peeing or deSIe in tho ridge of rocka, wtetea. t.tUo \cit«(aTivios^feTOi-'«* 
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Kource down into the larger stream beyond ; here we determined to make a halt, 
in order to erect a great earth wall across the narrow gorge, which, bein^ 
thickly planted with prickly pear, Indian-fig, and every thorny bush we conld 
ftnd, would in time form an e^tual barrier against the intrusion of wild beastn, 
the cliffd being, to the best of our belief, in every other part inaccessible. For 
our own convenience we retained a small winding-path through this barrier con- 
cealing and defending it with piles of branches and thorns, and also we contrived 
a light drawbridge over the stream, so that we rendered the pass altogether a veiy 
strong position, should we ever have to act on the defensive. 

This work occupied two days, and continuing on our way, we were glad to rest 
at Falconhurst before arriving (quite tired and worn out) at Tentholm. 

It took some time to recruit our strength after this long and fatiguing expedi* 
tion, and then we vigorously resumed the task of finishing the canoe. The 
arrangements, I flattered myself, were carried out in a manner quite worthy of 
a ship-buUder; a mast, sails, and paddles were fitted, but my final touch, 
although I prized it highly and considered it a £n*and and original idea, would no 
doubt have excited only ridicule and contempt had it been seen by a naval man. 
My contrivance was this : I had a couple of large air-tight bags, made of the 
sinks of the dog-fish, well tarred and pitched, inflated, and maderaston each ude 
of the boat, just above the level of tne water. These floats, however much f^he 
might be loaded, would effectually prevent either the sinking or capsizing 
of my craft. 

I may as well relate in this place what I omitted at the time of its occur- 
r^ee. During the rainy season our cow presented us with a bull-calf, and that 
there might never be any difficulty in managing him, I at a very early age, 
pierced his nose and placed a short stick in it, to be exchanged for a ring when 
he was old enough. The question now came to be, who should be his master, 
and to what should we train him ? 

" Why not teach him," said Fritz, " to fight with wild animals and defend ub, 
like the fighting bulls of the Hottentots ? That would be really useful ! " 

** I am sure I should much prefer a gentle bull to a fighting one ! " exclaimed 
his mother ; *' but do you mean to say tame oxen can be taught to act rationally 
on the defensive ? " 

" I can but repeat what I have heard or read," replied I, "as regards the race 
of Hottentots who inhabit the South of Africa, among all sorts of wild and 
ferocious animals. 

" The wealth of these people consists solely in their flocks and herds, and for 
their protection, they train their bulls to act as guards. 

"These courageous animals keep the rest from straying away, and when 
danger threatens, they give instant notice of it, drive the herd together in a mass, 
the calves and young cows being placed in the centre ; around them the bulls 
and strong oxen make a formidable circle with their homed heads turned to the 
front, offering determined resistance to the fiercest foe. 

" These fighting bulls will even sometimes rush with dreadful bellowing to 
meet the enemy ; and should it be a mighty lion or other strong and daring ■ 
monster, sacrifice their own lives in defence of the herd. 

" It is said that formerly, when Hottentot tribes made war on one another, it 
was not unusual to place a troop of these stout-hearted warriors in the van of 
the little army, when their heroism led to decisive victory on one side or the 
other. 

" But," continued I, " although I can see you are all delighted with my des- 
cription of these fine warlike animals, I think we had better train this youngsttf 
to be a peaceable bull. Who is to have charge of him ? " 

Ernest thought it would be more amusing to train his monkey than a cald 

Jack, with the buffalo and his hunting jackal, had quite enough on his hand^. 

Fritz was content with the onager. Their mother was voted mistress of the old 

grey donkey. And I myself bemg superintendent-in-chief of the whole estab- 

Esbment ofanimalSf there remained only liUle Franz to whose special care thA 

calf could be committed. 
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''What Bay you, my boy, — will you undertake to look after thU little fellow r " 
''Oh jes, lather!" he replied. '^Once you told me about a etron^ man, I 
Aink his name was Milo, and he had a tiny calf, and he used to curry it about 
e?eiywhere. It ^rew bigger and bigger, but still he carried it often, till at last 
lie grew so strong that wnen it was quite a great big ox, he could lift it as easily 
as ever. koA. so you see, if I take care of our wee calf and teach it to do what X 

able to manage it, and then — oh. 




funny application of the story of 
Milo of Grotona. 

'^The calf shall be yours, my boy. Make him as tame as you can, and 

we will see about letting you mount nim some day ; but remember he will bo 

a great bull long before you are nearly a man. Now what will you call him ? " 

** Shall I call him Grumbl c, father ? Hear what a low muttering noise he makes ! ' ' 

'' Grumble will do famously." 

''Grumble, Grrumble. Oh, it beats your buffalo's name hollow, Jack ! " 
"Not a bit," said he ; '* why, you can't compare the two names. Fancy 
mother saying, 'Here comes Franz on Grumble, but Jack riding on the Storm, 
Oh, it sounds sublime! " 

We named the two puppies Bruno and Fawn, and so ended this important 
domestio business. 

For two months we worked steadily at our salt- cave, in order to complete the 
necessary arrangement of partition walls, so as to put the rooms and stalls for 
the animals in comfortable order for the next long rainy season, duiing which 
time, when other work would be at a standstill, we could carry on many minor 
detiuls for the improvement of the abode. 

We leyelled the floors first with clay ; then spread gravel mixed with m^ted 
gypsum over that, producing a smooth hard surface, which did very well for most 
of the apartments ; but X was ambitious of having one or two carpets, and set 
about making a kind of felt in the following way : 

I spread out a large piece of sailcloth, and covered it equally all over with a 
strong liquid, made of glue and isinglass, which saturated it thoroughly. On it 
we then laid wool and hair from the sheep and goats, which had been carefully 
deaned and prepared, and rolled and beat it until it adhered tolerably smoothly 
to the cloth. Finally it became, when perfectly dry, a covering for the floor of 
our sitting-room by no means to be der^pised. 

One morning, just after these labours at the salt-cave were completed, happen- 
ing to awake unusually early, I turned my thoughts, as I lay waiting for sunrise, to 
considering what length of time we had now passed on this coast, and discovered, 
to my surprise, that the very next day would be the anniversary of our escape 
firom the wreck. My heart swelled with gratitude to the gracious God, who had 
then granted us deliverance, and ever since had loaded us with benefits ; and I 
resolved to set to-morrow apart as a day of thanksgiving, in joyful celebration 
of the occasion. 

My mind was full of indefinite plans when I arose, and the day's work began 
as usual. I took care that everything should be cleaned, cleared, and set in 
order both outside and inside our dwelling : none, however, suspecting that there 
was any particular object in view. Other more private prepai ations I also ma de for 
the next day. At supper I made the coming event known to the assembled 
family. 

" Goodpeople ! do you know that to-morrow is a very great and impoi-tant 
day ? We shall have to keep it in honour of our merciful escape to this land, 
and call it Thanksgiving-Day." 

Everyone was surprised to hear that we had already been twelve months in 
the country — ^indeed, my wife believed I might be mistaken, until I showed her 
how I had calculated regularly ever since the Slst of January, on which day we 
were wrecked, by markuig off in my almanac the Sundays as they arrived for 
the remaining eleven months of that year. 
'* Since then," I added, " I have counted l\uxty-OTve ^'^%. Tk!a\&'^^\^^ 
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l^ebniary. We landed on the-2nd ; fhei^f<ire to-morrow ii tlie aimiveiiary of 
the day of our escdpe. As my bookieUer has not sent me an almanao> for the 
present year, we mti;^ henceforth reckon for bnrselves." 

'*0h, that will be good fun for us," said Eldest. '<We must hare a long 
stick, idee Ilobin«on Crusoe, and cut a notch in it every davj and' oonnt them 
. up eveiy now and then, to see how the weeks and months and[ jmx% go bj.'' . 
" *' That is all very well, ifyou know for certain the number of^ys in, eaek 
month, and in the ^ear. What do you say, Eftiest ? " ' 

** The year contains 365 days, 6 hours, 48 minutes and 45 seconds,'' returned 
he promptly. 

" Perfectly correct !** said I, smiling ^ ** but you would get in a mess- with 
those spare hours, minutes, and seconds in a year or two, wouldn't you 2 '* • . 

" Not at all ! Every four years I would add them all together^ midce a day, 
stick it into February, and call thatyear leap 3rear." 

** Wtdl done, Professor Ernest ! We must elect you astrondmer Foyal in this 
our kingdom, and let voU superintend and regulate everything connected widi 
the lapse of time, clocks and watches included." .. , • 

Before they went to sleep, I could hear my bovswhiqiering amon^thei'-iselves, 
about ^' father's mysterious allusions " to next day's festival and rejoicings ; but 
I offered no explanation, and went to sleep, little g^^ssing that th6 ro^^nes had 
laid a counter-plot, far more surprising than my simple plan for their divenion. 

Nothing less than a roar of ardllery startled me from sleep at day-break: next 
morning. I sprang un and found my wife as much alarmed aal wuby the 
noise, otherwise I should have been inclined to believe ii feuicy. 

'* Fritz ! dress quicklv and come wit^ me ! " cried I, turning to his hammock. 
Lo, it was empty I neither he nor Jack was to be seen. 

Altogether bewildered, I was hastily dressing, when their voices were heard, 
and the f rushed in shoutin;!:: — 

*' Hurrah ! didn't wc rouse you with a right good thundering' solute? " 

But perceiving at a glance that we had been seriously alarmed, Fritz hastened 
to apologise for the thoughtless way in which they had sought to do honour to 
the Day of Thanksgiving, without considering that au unexpected cannon*8hot 
would startle us unpleasantly from our slumbers. 

We readily forgave the authors of our alarm, in consideration of the good 
intention which had prompted the deed, and, satisfied that the day hod at least 
been duly inaugurated, we all went quietly to breakfast. 

After wards we sat together for a long time, enj oying the calm beanty of die morn- 
ing, and talking of all that had taken place on the- memorable days of the Btorm 
a year ago ; for I desired that the awful events of that time should live in the 
remembrance of my children with a deepening sense of gratitude for our deliver- 
ance. Therefore I read aloud passages from my journal^ as well as many 
beautiful verses from the Psalms, expressive of }ojtvX praise aiuL tfianksgiring, 
so that even the youngest among us was impressed and Bolemmsed at the reool- 
lections of escape from a terrible death, and also led to bless and praise the name 
of the Lord our Deliverer. 

Dinner followed shortly after this happy service, and I tiienannonnced l«r the 
afternoon a *' Grand Display of Athletic Sports," in which I and my wife were 
to be spectators and judges. 

"Father, what a grand idea ! " > . , 

" Oh, how jolly ! Are we to run races } " 
, " And prizes ! Will there be prizes, father ?" 




have an exhibition of your 
" Trumpeters ! sound for the opening of the lists." 

' Uttering these last wocds in a stentorian voice and wildly waving my anna 
towards a shady spot, where the ducks and' geese were quietly reatiBg,:had the 
Mbsurd effect. I intended. ••:,';: 

Vp tbey all started in a fright, ga\>\»Unt^ «»4 ^aA^^Sisaai.^ Vsvu^^^Va ^ha infinite 
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amusement of the children, who began to bustle about in eager preparations for 
the contest, and begging to know with what they were to begin. 




but Jack could not rest satisfied till he had added ears, and a long leather strap 
for a tail. 

It was then fixed in the attitude most characteristic of the creature, and the 
distance for firing measured off. Each of the three competitors was to fire twice. 

Fritz hit the kangaroo's head each time; Ernest hit the body once; and 
Jack, by a lucky chance, shot the ears clean away from the head, which feat 
raised a shout or laughter. 

A second trial with pistols ensued, in which Fritz again came off victor. 

Then desiring the competitors to load with small shot, I threw a little board 
as high as I possibly could up in the air, each in turn aiming at und endeavour- 
ing to hit it Defore it touched the ground. 

In this I found to my surprise thai the sedate Ernest succeeded quite as well 
as his more impetuous brother Fritz. 

As for Jack, nis firing board escaped wholly uninjured. 

After this followed archery, which I liked to encourajre, foreseeing that a time 
might come when ammunition would fail ; and in this practice I saw with plea- 
sure that my elder sons were really skilful, while even little Frunz acquitted 
himself well. 

A pause ensued, and then I started a running match. 

Fntz, Ernest, and Jack were to run to Falconhurst, by the m^^st direct path. 
The first to reach the tree was to bring me, in proof of his success, a penknife I 
had accidentally left on the table in my sleeping-room. 

At a given sig^nal, away went the racers in fine style. Fritz and Jack, putting 
forth all their powers, took the lead at once, running in advance of Ernest, who 
started at a good steady pace, which I predicted he would be better able to main- 
tain than such a furious rate as his brothers. 

But long before we expected to see them back, a tremendous noise of gallo])- 
ing caused us to look with surprise towards the bridge, and Jack made his 
appearance, thundering along on his buffalo, with the onager and the donkey 
tearing after him liderless, and the whole party in the wildest spirits. 

** Hollo ! " cried I, " what sort of foot race do you call this, Ma^^ter Jack ? " 

He shouted merrily as he dashed up to us ; then flinging himself off, and 
saluting us in a playful way — 

" I verj soon saw," snid he, "that I hadn't a chance ; so renouncing all idea 
of the pnze, I caught Storm, and made him gallop home with me, to be in time 
to see me others come puffing in. Lightfoot ana old Grizzle chose to join me, 
— I never invited them ! " 

By-and-by the other boys arrived, Ernest holding up the knife in token of 
being the winner ; and after hearing all particulars about the running, and that 
he had reached Falconhurst two minutes before Fritz, we proceeded to test the 
climbing powers of the youthful athletes. 

In this exercise Jack performed wonders. He ascended with remarkable 
agility the highest palms whose stems he could clasp. And when he put on the 
shark-skin bu'^kins, which enabled him to take firm hold of larger trees, he 
played antics like a squirrel or a monkey : peeping and grinning at us, at first 
on one side of the stem, and then on the other, in a most diverting way. 

Fritz and Ernest climbed well, but could not come near the grace and skill of 
their active and lively young brother. 

Riding followed, and marvellous feats were performed, Fritz and Jack proving 
themselves very equal in their management of their different steeds. 

I thought the riding was over, when little Franz appeared from the stable in 
the cave, leading young Grumble the bull-calf, with a neat saddle of kangaroo 
hide, and a bndle passed through his nose ring. 

The child ealuted us with a pretty little air of coivMenc^, cxj^KOSsMi'?,— 
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** Now, most learned judges, prepare to see sometliiiig quite new and wonder- 
ful ! The great bull-tamer, Milo of Crotona, desires tne honour of exhibiting 
before you." 

Then taking a whip, and holding the end of a long cord he made the animal, 
at the word of command, walk, trot, and gallop in a circle round him. 

He afterwards mounted, and showed off Grmnble's somewhat awkw.\rd paces. 

The sports were concluded by swimming matches, and the competitors lound 
a plunge in salt water ver}- refreshing after their varied exertions. 

Fritz showed himself a master in the art. At home in the element, no move- 
ment betokened either exertion or weariness. 

Ernest exhibited too much anxiety and effort, while Jade was far too riolent 
and hasty, and soon became exhausted. 

Franz gave token of future skill. 

Bv this time, as it was getting late, we returned to our dwelling, the mother 
ha vmg preceded us in order to make arrangements for the ceremony of prize-giving. 

We found her seated in great state, with the prizes set out by her side. 

The boys marched in, pretending to play various instruments in imitatioii of 
a band, and then all four, bowing respectfully, stood before her, like the yidbon 
in a tournament of old, awaiting the reward of valour fhnm the Queen of liesntf, 
which she bestowed with a few words of praise and encouragement. 

Fritz, to his immense delight, received as the prize for shooting and iwiB- 
ming, a splendid double-barrelled rifle, and a beautiftd hunting-knife. 

To Enicst, as winner of the running matoh, was given a handsome gold 
watoh. 

For climbing and riding. Jack had a pair of silver plated spurs, and a riding 
whip, both of which gave him extraordinary pleasure. 

Franz received a pair of stirrups and a driving whip made of ilimoceroa hide, 
which we thought would be of use to him in the character of buU-tnuner. 

When the ceremony was supposed to be over, I advanced, and solemnly pre- 
sented to my wife a lovely work-box, filled with every imaginable reauirement 
for a lady's work-table, which she accepted with equal surprise and H<Jiglit- 

The w^ole entertainment afforded the boys such intense pleasure, and their 
spirits rose to sucn a pitch, that nothing would serve them but anotner mIvo of 
artillery in order to close with befitting dignity and honour so great a diy. 
They gave me no peace till they had leave to squander some gunpowder, and 
then at lai^t their excited feelin|:s seeming relieved, we were abto to rit down to 
supper ; shortly afterwards we loined in famUv worship and retired to rest 

Boon aftor tlie great festival of our grand. Thanksgiving-Day I recollected 
that it was now the time when, the figs at Falconhurst being ripe, immense 
flocks of ortolans and wild pigeons were attracted thither, and as we had found 
those preserved last year of the greatest use among our stores of winter provi- 
tions, I would not miss the opportunity of renewing our stock : and thereforp, 
laying aside the building work:, we removed with all speed to our home in the 
tree, where sure enough we found the first detachment of the birds already busy 
with the fruit. 

In order to spare ammunition, I resolved to concoct a strong sort of bird-lime, 
of which I had read in some account of the Palm Islanders, who make it of fre«h 
caoutchouc mixed with oil, and of so good a quglity that it has been Imown to 
catoh even peacocks and turkeys. 

Fritz and Jack were therefore dispatched to collect some fresh caoutehouc from 
the trees, and as this involved a good gallop on Storm and Lightfoot, they 
nothing loth set off. 

They took a supply of calabashes, in which to bring the gum, and we found 
it high time to manufacture a fresh stock of these useful vessels. I was begin- 
ning to propose an expedition to the Gourd-tree wood, regretting tJie time it 
would take to go such a distance, when my wife reminded me of her plantation 
near the potato-field. 

There to ourjov we found that aW t\ie '<^\«LTiV'& ^«t« ^Q^3xlshing^ and crops of 
gourds and pumpkins, in all stages of rvpeneaa, toN«^^^^ ^gcvoc^ 



Gensing. 



f, and bcgaij 



I Selecting a great niunber luited to our purpoae. we hi 

^ uunnbctnre a( ba^s, disbea, pUta, nnaks, and sjiuaiii ai an mta anu 
•irai, Titb even greater lUoeifM than before. 
When [he riden retumod willi the aioutchonc, tbej bnmjfbt Mveral novpltirt 

A crane, few oxiimiilB, shot by Frill , and nn anunal which thcj enlled a msr- 
not, but whieh ta me aeemod more libe a. badger. 

ioiwed, turpentine, and wai berrits for candlei, they hnd also FDllerted, and 
I curious root which they introduced bv the name of the luonki-}' plant. 

"And pray wherefore 'monkey plant,' may I askf " 

" Weil, for this reason, fntlier,'' answered Fritz : "we eamr upon an open 
qM(n in the fonst near Woodlands, and pflrcii»ed a troop nf inoulirrB, nppa- 
renaj engaged as Jat'k suiil, in cultivntms Ihe soil ! TIeiui; furii>iii. tu inuhr' out 




what they were at, we tied up the dogs, as ivell as Storm and Lij-htfool, and 
crept near caoup:h to ece that the apes were innat induEtriously tirubbing up, and 
ctiing roots. This they did in a way that niarlv choked us with laughter, for 
when the root n-as rather hard to pull up, nnd the leaves were torn off, they 
•sized it firmly in their teeth, and fiung themselves fairly heela-orei-head in 
the most ludicrous fastiian you erer saw, and up came the root unable to resist 
the leverage! Of course we wanted to see what this dainty morsel was Hkc, so 
' '""e dc^, and the apes cleared out double quick, leaving plenty of 



ta Hbout. 



'e tasted them, »nd thought them very nice. Will you 



The plant was ouite new to mo, but I imagined it might be what is called it 
China "gensing, and there prized and valued beyond everything. Thi 
children being curious to hear more atioat this genaijig, I eontinueil:— 

"In China itie considered so etreagthening and wholesome, that It is used at 
B sort of univenal medicine, being supposed tojirolnng human life, 

" The emperor alone haa the right to permit it to be gathered, and guards ari 
placed round laud where it grows. 

" Gensing is lo be found in Tartary, and has lately been diecorered ii 
Canada; it is coltiTated in Pennsylvania, because the Anieritans introduce i 
■ecietly into China as smuggled merchaadiM." 
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Fritz then continued : — 

*' After this we went on to "Woodlands; but mercy on us ! what a confusioo. 
the place was in I Everything smashed or torn, and covered with mud and 
dirt ; the fowls terrified, the sheep and gouts scattered, the contents of the rooms 
dashed about as if a whirlwind had swept through the house." 

" What ! " I exclaimed, while my wife looked horrified at the news, con- 
juring up in her iningination hordes of savages who would soon come and la/ 
waste Falconhurst and Tentholm as well as Woodlands. " How can that hare 
happened ? Did you discover the authors of all this mischief } " 

*' Oh," said Jack, " it was easy to see that those dreadful monkeys had done it 
all. First they must have got into the yards and sheds, and hunted the fowls 
and creatures about; and then I daresay the cunning rascals put a little 
monkey in at some small opening, and bid him unfasten the shutters — you 
know what nimble fingers they ha^ e. Then of course the whole vos>ie of them 
swarmed into our nice tidy cottage and skylarked with every single thing they 
could lay paws on, till perhaps they p:ot hungry all at once, and bethought them 
of the * gcnsin^,* as you call it, out in the woods yonder, where we found them 
so busy refreshing themselves, the mischievous villains ! 

** While we were gazing at all this ruin in a sort of bewilderment," pursued 
Fritz, " we heard a sound of nishing .wings and strange ringing cries ns of mul- 
titudes of birds passing high abore us^ aiid looking up we perceived them flying 
quickly in a wedge-shaped flock at a great height in the air. They began 
gradually to descend, taking the direction of the lake, and separated into a 
number of small detachments which followed in a long straight Une, and at a 
slower rate, the movements of the leaders, who appeared to he examining the 
neighbourhood. We could now see what large birds they must be, but dared not 
sliow ourselves or follow them, lest they should take alarm. 

" ]*rcsently, and with one accord, they quickened their mption, lust as if the 
band had begun to play a quick march after a slow one, and rapidly descended 
to earth in a variety of lively ways, and near enough for iis to tee that they 
must be cranes. 

'• So'ue alighted at opce, while others hovered sportively over them. Many 
darted to the ground, and, just touching it, wou'd soar aggin upward Avith a 
strong but somewhat heavy flight. 

" After gamboling in tlus way for a time, the whole multitude, as though at 
the word uf command, alighted on the rice-fields, and began Iq feast on the 
fiesh grain. 

" We thought now was our time to get a shot at the cranes, and cautiously 
ni)proache(l ; but they were too cunning to let themselves be surprised, and we 
eanio unexpectedly upon their outposts or sentinels, who instantly sprang into 
tlir air uttering loud trumpet-like cries, upon which the whole flock arose and 
followed them with a rush like a sudden squall of wind. We were quite startled, 
and it was useless to attempt a shot ; but unwilling to miss the chance of 
securing at least one of the birds, I has^tily unhooded my eagle, and threw him 
into the air. 

'* With a piercing cry he soared away high above them, then shot down^va^d8 
like an arrow, causing wild confusion among the cranes. The one which the 
eagle attacked, sought to defend itself; u struggle followed, and ttiey came 
together to the ground not far from where we stood. 

" Hastening forward, to my grief I found the beautiful crane already 
dead. The eagle, luckily unliurt, was rewarded with a small pigeon from my 
game-bag. 

" After this we went back to Woodlands, got some turpentine and a bag of 
rice — and set oft' for home." 

Fritz's interesting story being endc.l, and supper ready, we made trial of the 
new roots, and found them very palatable, either boiled or stewed ; the monkey 
plant, however, if it reall)r proved to be the gensing of the Chinese, would 
reguire to be used with caution, being of an aromatic and heating nature. 

We resolved to transplant a supply oi \)o\.\i xooXa \,o owx V\Vi\iJB\i ^^en. 
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CHAPTER X. 

fiJid-luDe— A midnigbt raid— The massacre at Woodlandi— Cantare of Molucca Pigeons 
—A iSlgeon>lio\i8e— Flits and I prepare a conjuring trick— Great success of our 
experiment— lieben and nutmegs discovered— Jack's adventure -The loom mano 
fiiftured — Winter stores prepared — The rainy season sets in— Interior of bur housa 
arranged — We studv languages— The return of Spring— A stranded Whale— An 
account of coral- We go to work on the Wliale*8 carcase— Remarks on the habits of 
the Whale.' 

Ox the following morning we were early astir ; and as soon as breakfast was 
over, we went regularly to work with the bird-lime. The tough, adhesive mix- 
ture of caoutchouc oil and turpentine turned out well. 

!nie boys brought rods, which I smeared over, and made them place among 
tiiie upper branches, where thcfhiit was plentiful, and the birds most congregatc£ 
The prodigious number of the pigeons, far beyond those of last vear, reminded 
ne that we had not then, as now, witnessed their arrival at their feeding-places, 
but huad seen only the last body of the season, a mere party of stragglers, com* 
{tared to the masses which now weighed down the branches of all the trees in 
the neighbourhood. 

The sweet acorns of the evergreen oaks were also patronized ; large flocks 
were there congregated ; and from the state of the ground under the trees it 
was evident that at night they roosted on the branches. Seeing this, I deter- 
mined to make a raid upon them by torchlight, after the manner of the 
colonists, in Tirginia. 

Meantime,- the bird-lime acted Well : the pigeons alighting, stuck fast. The 
more they fluttered and struggled, the more completeljr were they bedaubed 
with the tenacious mixture, and at length, with piteous cries, fell to the ground, 
bearing the sticks witli them. The birds were taen removed, fresh Jinie spread, 
and the snare set again. 

The boys quickly became able to carry on the work without my assistance ; 
80, leaving it to them, I went to prepare torchesj with pine- wood and turpentine, 
for the ni^^ht attack. 

Jack presently brought a very pretty pigeon, unlike the rest, to show me, as 
he felt unwilling to kill it ; and seeing that it must be one of our o\vn European 
Itrced, which we wished to ptcserve until their number^ greatly increased, I 
took the trembling raptive, and gently cleaned its feet and wings with oil and 
ashes from the stifl', sticky mess with which it wns bedaubed, placing it then in 
ft wicker ca^e, and telling Jack to bring me any others like it which were 
caught. This he did ; and we secured several pairs, greatly to my satidfaction, 
as having necessarily let them go free when we landed, they had become quite 
^-ild, and we derived no advantage froin them: whereas now we would have a 
cot, and pigeon-pie whenever we liked. 

"When evening drew on, we set out for the wood of sweet acorns, provided 
merely with long bamboo canes, torches, and cunvas sacks. 

These weapons appeared very curious, and insufficient to the children ; but 
their use Wds speedily apparent, for darkness having come upon us almost before 
we reached the wood, I liffhted the •torchesi,'and perceived, as I expected, that 
every hranch was thickly laden with ortolans and wild pigeons, who were roost- 
ing there in amazing numbers. 

Suddenly aroused by the glare of light, confusion prevailed among the terri- 
fied birds, who fluttered helplessly through the branches, dazzled and bewil- 
dered, and many falling, even before we began to use the sticks, were picked up, 
andput in the bags. 

Wnen we beat and struck the branches, it was aft much, as my wife and Frans 
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could do to gather up the quantities of pigeons fhat soon lay on the groond. 
The sacks were speedily quite full. Wo turned homewardsi and on reaching 
Falconhurst, put our booty in safety, and gladly withdrew to rest. 

The following day was wholly occupied in plucking, boiling, roasting, and 
etewin?, so that we could find time for nothing else ; but next morning a great 
expedition to Woodlands was arranged, that measures might there be taken to 
prevent a repetition of the monkey inyasion. 

I hoped, could I but catch the mischievous rascals at their work of destruc- 
tion, to inflict upon them such a chastisement as would effectually make them 
^un tiie neighbourhood of our farm for the future. 

My wife provided us with a good store of provisions, as we were likely 
to be absent several days, while she, with rranz and Turk, remained at 
home. 

I took with me abundance of specially prepared bird-lime, far stronger than 
that which we used fur the pigeons ; a number of short posts, plenty of string; 
and n sup])lv of cocoa-nut shells and gourds. 

The buii'alo carried all these things, and one or two of the boys besides. I 
myself bestrode the ass, and in due time we arrived at a convenient spot in tlie 
forest, near Woodlands, well concealed by thick bushes and underwood, where 
we made a little encampment, pitching the small tent, and tethering tke 
animals. The dogs, too, were tied up, lest they should roam about, and betray 
our presence. 

We found the cottjige quite quiet and deserted ; and I lost no time in pre- 
paring for the reception of visitors, hoping to be all ready for them, and out of 
sight Defore Ihcy arrived. 

We drove the stakes lightly' into the ground, so as to form an irregular 
paling round the liousc, windiug string in and out in all directions between 
them, thus making a kind of lab} riuth, through which it would be impossible to 
pass without touching either the stakes or the cords. 

Everything wjis plentifully besmeared \nth bird-lime; and basins of the 
mixture were set in all directions, strewed with rice, maize, and other daialic* 
for bait. 

JNight came without any interruption to our proceedings; and all being then 
accomplislied, we retired to rest beneath the shelter of om* little tent. 

Very early in the morning we heard a confused noise, such as we knew bo- 
tokened the approach of a large number of apes. We armed ourselves *ijh 
strong clubs and cudgels, and holding the dogs in leash, made our way silently 
behind the thickets, till, ourselves unseen, we could command a view of all that 
went on ; and strange indeed was the scene which ensued ! 

The noise of rustling, crackling, and creaking among the branches, ^^ 
horrid cries, and slirieks, and chattering, increased to a degree sufficient to make 
Hs perfectly giddy ; and then out from the forest poured the whole disorderly 
rabble of monkeys, scrambling, springing, leaping from the trees, racing aw 
tumbling across the grassy space towards the house ; when, at once attracted by 
the novelties they saw, they made for the jars and bowls. 

They seemed innumerable ; but the confused, rapid way in which they 
swarmed hither and thither, made it difficult to judge accurately of their 
numbers. They dashed fearlessly through and over the palings in all directions, 
some rushing at the eatables, some scrambling on to the roof, where they com- 
menced tugging at the wooden pegs, with a view to forcing an entrance. 

Gradually, however, as they rambled over the place, all in turn became be- 
smeared with our bird-lime on head, paws, back, or breast. The wretched pre- 
dicament of the apes increased every instant. 

Some sat down, and ^vith the most ludicrous gestures, tried to clean them- 
selves. Others were hopelessly entanp;led in stakes and cordage, which they 
trailed about after them, looking the picture of bewildered despair. 

Others, again, endeavoured to help one another, and stuck fast together: the 
more they puUcdf and tugged, and kicked, l\\o vr ors© became their plight 
Many Lad tho gourds and cocoa-nut ^^oWa Vajny^oxvn^ vcA OystXVKoski^ about 
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with them, their paws having been caught when they sought to obtain the rice 
or fruit we had put for bait. 

Most ridiculous of all was the condition of one old fellow, who had found a 
ealabash, containing palm wine, and, eagerly drinkin;; it, wus inmiediately 
fitted with a mask, for the shell stuck to his forehead and whiskers, of course 
eovering his eyes ; and he blundered about, cutting the wildest capers in his 
efforts to get rid of the encumbrance. 

Kumben took to flight; but, as we had spread bird-lime on several of the 
trees around, many apes found themselves fixed to, or hanging from the 
bunches, where they remained in woeful durance, struggling and shrieking 
honibly. 

The nanic being now general, I loosed the three dogs, whose impatience had 
been almost uncontrollable, and who now rushed to the attack of the un- 
fortunate monkeys, as though burning with zeal to execute justice upon desperate 
cdminalft. 

The place soon had the appearance of a ghastly battle-field ; for we were 
oUi^ed to do our part mth the clubs and sticks, till the din of howling, yelling, 
baridng, in everv conceivable tone of rage and pain, gave place to an awful 
nbnce, and we looked with a shudder on the shocking spectacle around us. 

.^t least forty apes lay mangled and dead, and the boys began to be quite sad 
vid down-hearted, till I, f\i\ly sharing their feelings, hastened to turn their 
tlioughts to active employment in removing and burying the slain, burning the 
stakes, cordf^e, bowls, everything concemed in the execution of our deadly 
rtriitagem. 

After that we betook ourselves to the task of restoring order to our dismantled 
otta^e ; and seeking for the scattered flock of sheep, goats, and poultry, wo 
Tudually collected them, hoping to settle them once more peacefully in their 
4rds and sheds. 

While thus engaged, wo repeatedly heard a sound as of something heavy 
lUing from a tree. On going to look, we found three splendid birds, caught on 
Mne of the lime sticks we had placed loose in the branches. 

Two of these proved to be a variety of the Blue Molucca pigeon ; the third I 
seamed to be the Nicobar pigeon, having met with descriptions of its re- 
slendent green, bronze, and steely blue plumage ; and I was pleased to think 
ir domesticating them, and establishing them as first tenants of a suitable 
railing near the cave. 

"First tenants, father!'* said Fritz; "do you expect to catch more like 
lese?" 

** Kot exactly catch them ; I mean to practise a secret art. Much can be dene 
f magic, Fntz ! " 

FurUier explanation I declined to give. 

In a few days "Woodlands was once more set in order, and everything settled 
id comfortable, so that we returned without further adventure to Falconhurst, 
here we wiere joyfully welcomed. 

Every one agreed that we must go at once to Tentholm, to make the proposed 
igeon-nouse in the rock. Several other things there also requiring our atten- 
on, we made arrangements for a prolonged stay. 

My plan for the pigeon-house was to hollow out an am^le space in the clifl*, 
icin^ towards Jackal river, and close to our rocky home, fitting that up with 
artitions, perches, and nesting places ; while a large wooden front was fitted on 
) the openine, with entrance-holes, slides, or shutters, and a broad platform in 
ront, where tne birds could rest, and walk about. 

When, after the work of a few weeks, we thought it was fit for habitation^ I 
Bt the other children to work at some distance iK>m our cavern, and sunmioning 
'ritz, — 

*♦ Now, my faithful assistant," said I, " it is time to conjure the new colonists 
3 their settlement here. " Yes," I continued, Ltus:hing at Ws puzzled look. 
'I mean to play a regular pigeon-dealer's trick. You must know such gentry 
re very ingenious, not only in keeping their own pigeons safe, but in adding to 
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their numbera by attracting those of other people. All I want is come soft clay, 
anise-seed and salt, of which I will compound a mixture, which our birds wul 
like very much, and the smell of which will bring: others to share it with 
them." 

*• I can easily get you those things, father." 

"" I shall want some oil of anise-seed besides," said I, ** to put on the pigeon* 
holes, 80 that the birds' feathers may touch it as they pass in and out, and 
become scented with what will attract the wild pigeons. This I can obtain by 
pounding anise-seed ; therefore, bring me the morter and some oil." 

When this was stronglv imi>re]^ated ^vith the aromatic oil from the seeds 
(for I did not purpose to distil it in regular style), I strained it through a eluth, 
pressing it strongly : the result answered my purpose, and the soent would 
certainly remain for some days. 

All my preparations being completed, the pigeons were installed ia. their new 
residence, and the slides closed. The European birds were by this time quite 
friendly with the three beautiful strangers ; and when the other boys came 
home, and scrambled up the ladder to peep in at a little pane of glass I had 
fixed in front, they saw them all contentedly picking up grain, and pecking at 
the *' magic food," ns Fritz called it, although he did not betray my secret arts 
to his brothers. 

Early on the third morning I aroused Frits, and directed him to ascend the 
rope ladder, and arrange a cord on the sliding door of the dove-cot, by which it 
could be opened or closed from below. Also he poured fresh anise-seed oil all 
about the entrance, after which we returned, and awoke the rest of the family, 
telling them that if they liked to make haste, they might see me let the 
pigeons fly. 

Everybody came to the dove-cot, understanding that some ceremony was to 
attend the event, and I waved a wand with mock solenmity, while I muttered 
a seeming incantation, and then gave Fritz a sign to mraw up the sliding 
panel. 

Presently out popped the pretty head* of the captives, the soft eyes glanced 
about in all directions ; they withdrew, they ventured forth again, they came 
timidly out on "the vemndan," as little Franz expressed it; then, as though 
suddenly startled, the whole party took wing, with the shrill wMzzing sound 
peculiar to the flight of pigeons, and circling above us, they rose higher, higher, 
iinally darting quite out of sight. 

While we were yet gazing after them, they reappeared, and settled quietly on 
the dove-cot ; but as we congratulated ourselves on a return which showed they 
accepted this as a home, up sprang the three blue pigeons, the noble foreigners, 
for whom chiefly I had i>lanned the house, and rising in circles high in air^ 
winged their rapid way dii'cct towards Falconhurst. 

Their departure had such an air of determination^and resolve about it, that 
I feared them lost to us for ever. 

Endeavouring to console ourselves by petting our four remaining bird:*, we 
could not forget this disappointment, and all day long the dove-cot remained 
the centre of attraction. , ^ 

Nothing, however, was seen of the fugitives until about the middle of next 
day ; when most of us were hard at work inside the cavern. Jack sprang in full 
of excitement, exclaiming,— » 

" He is there ! He is come ! he really is ! " 

" Who ? Who is there ? What do you mean }'' 

** The blue pigeon, to be sure ! Hurrah ! Hurrah ! " 

" Oh, nonsense I " said Ernest. " You want to play us a trick." 

"Why should it be * nonsense* ?" cried I. "1 fully believe we -thaU see 
them all soon ! " 

Out ran everybody to the dove-cot, dnd there, sure enough, stood the prettpr 
fellow, but not alone, for he was billing and cooing to a mate, a stranger of his 
own breed, apparently inviting her to enter his dwelling ; for he popped in and 
out at the door, bowing, sidling, andcoom^, m «.\£iq«.\. \rc«»a^Qto manno 
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until the shy little lady yielded to Ms blandishments, and tri]^ped duintily in. 
" Now, let* 8 shut the door." 

'* Full the cord and close the panel ! '' shouted the boys, making a rush at 
the string. 

"Stop!'* cried I, "let the string alone! I won't have you frighten the 
little darlings. Besides, the others will be coming,— would you shut the door 
in their faces ? " 

"Here they come! here they come!" exclaimed Fritz, whose keen eye 
marked the birds afar, and to our delight the second blue pigeon arrived, like- 
wise with a mate, whom, after a pretty little flirtation scene of real and assumed 
modesty on her part, he succeeded in leading home. 

The third ana handsomest of the new pigeons was the last in making his 
appearance. Perhaps he had greater difficiuty than the others in finding a mate 
as distinguished in rank and beauty as himself. 

However, we fully expected them, and the boys talked of the arrival of " Mr. 
and Mrs. Nicobar " as a matter of course. 

Late in the day Franz and his mother went out to provide for supper, but 
the child returned directly, exclaiming that we must hasten to the dove-cot to 
see something beautiful. 

Accordingly a general rush was made out of the cave, and \vc saw with 
delight that the third stranger also had returned with a lovely bride, and 
encouraged by the presence of the first aiTivals, they soon made themselves 
at home. 

In a short time nest-building commenced, and among the materials collected 
by the birds, I observed a long grey moss or lichen, and thought it might very 
possibly be the same which, in the West Indies, is gathered from the bark of old 
trees, where it grows, and hangs in great tuft-like beards, to be used instead of 
horse-hair for stuffing mattresses. 

My wife no sooner heard of it, than her active brain devised fifty plans for 
making it of use. "Would we but collect enough, she would clean and sort it, 
and there would be no end to the bolsters, pillows, saddles, and cushions she 
would stuff with it. 

For the discovery of nutmegs we had also to thank the pigeons, and ihey were 
carefully planted in our orchard. 

For some time no event of particular note occuiTcd, until at length Jack, as 
usual, got into a scrape, causing thereby no little excitement at home. 

He went off early on one of his own particular private expeditions. 

He was in the habit of doing this that he miglit surpiise us with some new 
acoiiisition on his return. 

This time, however, he cnme back in most wretched plight, covered with mud 
and green slime ; a great bundle of Spanish canes was on his back, muddy and 
green like himself; he had lost a shoo, and altogether presented a ludicrous 
picture of misery, at which we could have laughed, had he not secured more 
read v to cry! 

" My dear boy ! whst has happened to you ? "Where httve you been ? " 

" Only in the swamp behind the powder magazine, father," replied he. " I 
went to get reeds for my wicker-work, because I wanted to weave some baskets 
and hen-coops, and I saw such beauties a little way off in the marsh, much 
finer than those close by the edge, that I tried to get at them. 

** I jumped from one firm spot to another, till at last I slipped and sank over 
my ancles ; I tried to get on towards the reeds, which were close by, but in I went 
deeper and deeper, till I was above the knees in thick soft miid, and there I 
stuck ! 

" I screamed and shouted, but nobody came, and I can tell you I was in a 
regular fright. 

" At last who should appear but my faithful Fangs ! He knew my voice and 
came up close to me, right over the swamp, but all the poor beast could do, was 
to help me to make a row ; I wonder you did not hear us ! The very rocks rang, 
but nothuig came of it, so despair drove mQ to tYvixvVi oi 9a\ fe"s^^^vi^Kvsl» \ 'k^ 
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down all the reeds I could reach round and round me, and boiind them together 
into this bundle, which m^ide a firm place on which to lean, while I worked and 
kicked about to free my teet and legs, and after much struggling, I managed to 
get astride on the reeds. 

** There I sat, supported above the mud and slime, while Fangs ran yelping 
backwards and forwards between me and the bank, seeming surprised I did not 
follow. Suddenly I thought of catching hold of his tau. He dragged and 
pulled, and I sprawled and crawled, and waded, sometimes on my reeds like a 
raft, sometimes lugging them along with me, till we luckily got back to terra 
firma. But I had a near squeak for it, I can tell you/' 

** A fortunate escape indeed, my boy ! '* cried I, "and I thank God for it. 
Fangs has really acted a heroic pa^rt as your deliverer, and you have shown great 
presence of mind. Now go witn your mother, and get rid of the slimy traces of 
your disaster I You have brought me splendia canes, exactly what I wantjor a 
new scheme of mine." 

Tlie fact was, I meant to try to construct a loom for my wife, for I knew she 
understood weaving, so I chose two fine strong recas, and« splitting them 
carefully, bound them together again, that when dry they mijtht be quite straight 
and eqtial, and fit for a frame. Smaller reeds were cut into pieces and sharpened, 
for the teeth of the comb. The boys did this for me without in the least know- 
ing their use, and great fun they made of " father's monster toothpicks." 

In time all the various parts of the loom were made ready, and put together, 
my wife knowing nothing of it, while to the incessant questions of the cMldrcn, 
1 replied ra^'steriously, 

*' Oh, it IS an outlandish sort of musical instrument ; mother will know how 
to play upon it.'* 

Ana when the time came for presenting it, her joy was only equalled by the 
pmusement and interest with which the children watched her movements while 
"playing the loom," as they always said. 

About this time, a beautiful little foal, a son of the onager, was added to our 
stud, and as he promi-ed to grow up strong and tractable, we soon saw how useful 
he would be. The name of Swift was given to him, and he was to be trained 
for my own riding. 

The interior nrrangenients of the cavern being now well forward, I applied 
myself to contriving an aqueduct, that fresh water might be led close up to our 
cave, for it was a long way to go and fetch it from Jackal River, and especially 
inconvenient on washing days. As I wanted to do this before tlie rainy season 
began, I set about it at once. 

ripes of hollow bamboo answered the purpose well, and a large cask formed 
the reservoir. The supply was good, and the comfort of having it close at hand 
so great that the mother declared she was as well pleased with our engineering 
as if we had made lur a fountain and marble basin adorned with mermaids and 
dolphins. 

Anticipating llu' setting in of the rains, I pressed forward all work connected 
with stores for the winter, and great was the in-gathering of roots, fruits, and 
grains, potatoes, rice, guavas, sweet acorns, pine-cones ; load after load anitcd 
at the cavern, and the mother's active needle was in constant requisition, as the 
demand for more sacks and bags was incessant. 

Casks, and barrels of all sorts and sizes were pressed into the aervice, until at 
last the i-aft was knocked to pieces, and its tubs made to do duty in Uie store- 
rooms. 

The weather became very unsettled and stormy. 

Heavy clouds gathered in the horizon, and passing storms of wind, with 
thunder, lightning, and torrents of rain swept over the face of nature fi-om time 
to time. 

The sea was in frequent commotion ; heavy ground-swells drove masses of 
water hissing and foaming against the cliffs. E'veryihing heralded the approach- 
tDg raina. uUl nature joined in BounOoiig ioi\.\i \k'(i eioleum overture to tbo 
grandeat work of the year. 
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It was now near the beginning of the month of June, and wc had twelve weeks 
of bad weather before us. 

We established some of the animals with ourselves at the salt-cave. The cow, 
the ass, Lightfoot, Storm, and the dogs were all necessary to us, while Knips, 
Fangs, and the eagle were sure to be a great amusement iu the long evenings. 

The boys would ride over to Falconhurst ver}- often to see that ull was in order 
there, and fetch anything required. 

Much remained to be done in order to give the cave a comfortable appearance, 
which became more de^irablc now that we had to live indours. 

The darkness of the inner regions annoyed mc, and I set myself to invent a 
remedy. 

After some thought, I called in Jack's assistance, and we got a very tall, strong 
bamboo, which would reach right up to the vaulted roof. This we planted in the 
eartlibn floor, securing it well by driving wedges in round it. Jack ascended XhU 
pole very cleverly, taking with nim a hammer and chisel to enlarge a crevire in 
the roof so as to fix a pulley, by means of which, when lie descended, I drew up 
a large ship's lantern, well supplied with oil, and as there were four wiclcs, 
it affoided a very fair amount of light. 

Several days were spent in arranging the different rooms. 

Ernest and Franz undertook the library, fixing shelves, and setting the books 
in order. 

Jack and his mother took in hand the sitting-room and kitchen, while Fritz 
and I, as better able for heavy work, arranged the workshops. The carpenter's 
bench, the turning lathe, and a large chest of tools were set in convenient places, 
and many tools and instruments hung on the walls. 

An adjoining chamber was fitted up as a forge, with fire-place, bellows, and 
anvU, complete, all which we had found in the ship, patlked together, and 
ready to set up. 

When the great affairs were settled, we still found in all directions work to be 
done. Shelves, tables, benches, movable steps, cupboards, pegs, door handles, 
and bolts — there seemed no end to our requirements, and we often thought ol 
the enormous amount of work necessary to maintain the comforts and con- 
veniences of life which at home we had received as matters of course. 

But in reality, the more there was to do the better ; and I never ceased con- 
triving fresh improvements, being fully aware of the importance of constant 
employment as a means of strengthening and maintaining the health of mind 
ana body. This, indeed, with a consciousness of continual progress towards a 
desirable end, is found to constitute the main element of happiness. 

Our rocky home was greatly improved by a wide porch wnich I made along 
the whole front of our rooms and entrances, by levelling the ground to form a 
terrace, and sheltering it with a verandah of bamboo, supported by pillars of the 
same. 

Ernest and Franz were highly successful as librarians. 

The books, when unpacked and arranged, proved to be a most valuable collec- 
tion, capable of affording every sort of tducational advantage. 

Besides a variety of books of voyages, travels, divinity, and natural history 
(several containing fine coloured illustrations), there were histories and scientific 
works, as well as standard fictions in several languages ; also a good assortment 
of maps, charts, mathematical and astronomical instruments, and an excellent 
pair or globes. 

1 foresaw much interesting study on discovering that we possessed the 
grammars and dictionaries of a great many languages, a subject for which we all 
had a taste. With French we were well acquainted. Fritz and Ernest had 
begun to learn English at school, and made further progress during a visit to 
England. The mother, who had once been intimate with a Dutch family, could 
speak that language pretty well. 

After a great deal of discussion, we agreed to study different languages, so that 
in the event of meeting with people of other nations, there should be at 
least one of the family Me to communicate with, ll^em. 
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All determined to improve our knowledge of German and French. 

The two elder boys were to study English and Dutch with their mother. 

Ernest, already possessing considerable knowledge of Latin, wished to con- 
tinue to study it, so as to be able to make use of the many works on natural 
history and medicine written in that language. 

JacK announced that he meant to learn Spanish <* because it sounded so grand 
and imposing." 

I myself was interested in the Malay languap^e, knowing it to be so widely 
spoken in the islands of the Eastern Seas, and thinking it as likely as any other 
to be useful to us. 

Our family circle by and by represented Babel in miniature, for scraps and 
fragments or all these tongues kept buzzing about our ears from morning to 
night, each sporting his newly acquired word or sentence on every possible occa- 
sion, propounding idioms and peculiar expressions like riddles, to nuzzle theYe^ 

In. this way, the labour of learning was very considerably lightened, and 
every one came to know a few words of each language. 

Occasionally we amused ourselves by opening chests and packages hitherto un- 
touched, and brought unexpected treasures to light — mirrors, wardrobes, a pair 
of console tables with polished marble tops, elegant writing tables and handsome 
chairs, clocks of various descriptions, a musical-box and a chronometer, were 
found ; and by degrees our abode was fitted up like a palace, so that sometimes 
we wondered at ourselves, and felt as though we were strutting about in borrowed 
plumes. 

^ The children begged me to decide on a name for our salt cave dwelling, and 
tnat of Rockburg was chosen unanimously. 

The weeks of imprisonment passed so rapidly, that no one found time hang 
heavy on his hands. 

Books occupied me so much that but little carpentering was done, yet I made 
a ^oke for the oxen, a pair of cotton wool carders, and a spinning wheel for my 
wife. 

As the rainy season drew to a nlose, the weather for a while became wilder, and 
the storms fiercer thin ever. Thunder roared, lightning blazed, torrents rushed 
towards the sea, which came in raging billows to meet them, lashed to fury by 
the tempests of wind which swept the surface of the deep. 

The uproar of the elements came to an end at last. 

Nature resumed her attitude of repose, her smiling aspect of peaceful beauty; 
and soon all traces of the ravages of floods and storms would disappear beneath 
the luxuriant vegetation of the tropics. 

Gladly quitting the sheltering walls of Eockburg to roam once more in the 
open air, we crossed Jackal lliver, for a walk along the coast, and presently Fritz 
with his sharp eyes observed something on the small island near Flamingo 
Marsh, which was, he said, long and rounded, resembling a boat bottom 
upwards. 

Examining it with the telescope, I could form no other conjecture, and we re- 
solved to make it the object of an excursion next day, being dielighted to resume 
our old habit of starting in pursuit of adventure. 

The boat was accordingly got in readiness ; it required some repau'S, and Aresh 
pitcliing, and then we maae for the point of interest, indulging in a variety of 
surmises as to what we should find. 

It proved to be a huge stranded whale. 

The island being steep and rocky, it was necessary to be careful ; but we found 
a landing-placo on the further side. The boys hurried by the nearest way to the 
beach where lay the monster of the deep, while I clambered to the highest point 
of the islet, which commanded a view of the mainland from Bockburg to 
Falconhurst. 

On rejoining my sons, I found them only half way to the great fish, and as I 
drew near they shouted in high glee : 
**0h ! father, juat look at the glorious &b.e\\« axvOi cox«i\itwcv<t^«^'<irQare finding. 
Mow does it happen that there are snch q>iaut\\\e%^ ''^ 
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" Only traddcr haw fiie leoaDt itoniii bare •UrrHt the o«eui to iti deptlu ! 
Ko doubt thomaikdiofdiell-fiihbBTe been delachi.'d from their rocki ood liiihed 
in all direotioin brthe wstm, vhich lute thrown uhora eveu to huge ■ crMture 
al Om vbab jonder." 

•■ Tm ; iMu't he ft fri^tfol gnia bmta ! " oried Friti. " Ever M much Urger 
tban he wenied from a dutasce. The wont of it ia, one doee not irell lee what 
use tum^ief^the huge canue." 

" Why, make train oil, to be sure," mid EmeiL " I can't nay be's a beauty, 
tKnn pTi, and it u much pleaouter to gather theie lorely ehelli, than to cut up 

" Weil, let us amon ouraelTe* with tbem for the pretent,'' laid I, " but in tlie 

io<m,whonthe>ea « calmer, we will return wilhth* ner ' — 1.~._.. 

40 if ve can turn the Branded whale to good act^unt-" 




. ._ __„ , » nde All u 

Jd of rowing aiachuie 

>' Tou kzy f II w returned I gi melh^ea ock ku 
church towe perham I migh be b to li ur lub urs 

"Oh father!" cned Fntz, "don't you kcov there are iron wheds i 
doclcworlc of the large kitchen-jacks > I'm sure mother would give thi 
and you oould nuike eofoething out of them, coold jou not P " 

" B* the-time I have manufactured a [Dwing-Taachine out of a roastinc 
I think your amu will be pretty well inured to the use of your c 
I aoi &r from deapiaiu? thn hint, mv d«r Priii;." 

" la eotst of any uae 

"In former tinkCB it 
naed for Tarioui«mHnienta,~and mads into beads for ncekiacea, &c 
ia greatly priied by savages, and were we to fall in with natives, we might very 
poBsiUy find a itore of coral useful in bartenng with Ihenv. 

"For tbepreteutwe wiil arrange these itiaavirw ol 'fti6 iae^'-Hi,wa''asas^. 



" \ 
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and make them the bcgKining of a Museum of Natural History, which will afford 
us equal pleasure and instruction." 

**One might almost say that coral belongs at once to the animal, vegetable, 
and mineral kingdoms/* remarked Fritz; *4t is hard like stone, it has stems 
and branches like a shrub, and I belieye tiny insects inhabit the cells, do they 
not, father?" 

**You are right, Fritz; coral consists of the calcareous cells of minute 
animals, so built up as to form a tree-like structure. 

" The coral fishery gives employment to many men in the Persian Gulf, the 
Mediterranean Sea, and other places. The instrument commonly used, consists 
of two heavy beams of wood, secured together at right angles, and loaded with 
(itoncs. Hemp and netting are attached to the under side of the beams, to the 
middle of which is fastened one end of a strong rope, by which the apparatus is 
let down from a boat, and guided to the spots where the coral is most abundant. 
*' The branches of the coral become entangled in the hemp and net work ; 
they are broken off from the rock, and are drawn to the siuface of the water. 

*' Left undisturbed these coral insects, labouring incessantly, raise foundations, 
on which, in course of time, fertile islands appear, clothed with verdure, and 
inhabited by man." 

"Why father, here we are at the landing place ! " exclaimed Jack. " It has 
seemed quite easy to ])ull since you began to tell us such interesting things." 

^'Yery interesting indeed; but did you notice that the wind had changed, 
Jack ? " remarked Ernest as he shipped his oar. 

The animated recital of our adventures, the sight of the lovely ahells and 
corals, and the proposed work for the afternoon, inspired the mother and Franx 
with a great wish to accompany us. 

To this I gladly consented, only stipulating that we should go provided with 
food, water, and a compass. ** For," said I, ** the sea has only just ceased frtmi 
its raging, and being at the best of times of uncertain and capricious nature, we 
may chance to be detained on the island, or forced to land at a considerable 
distance from home." 
Dinner was quickly dispatched, and preparations set on foot. 
The more oil we could obtain the better, for a great deal was used in the large 
lantern which burnt day and night in the recesses of the cave ; therefore edl 
available casks and barrels were pressed into the service ; many, of course, once 
full of pickled henings, potted pigeons, and other winter stores, were now 
empty, and we took a goodly fleet of these in tow. 

Knives, hatchets, and the boys* climbing buskins, were put on board, and we 
set forth, the labour of the oar being greater than ever, now that our freight 
was so much increased. 

The sea being calm, and the tide suiting better, we found it easy to land 
close to the whale ; my first care was to place the boat, as well as the casks, in 
perfect security, after which we proceedea to a close inspection of our prize. 

Its enormous sixe (][uite starued my wife, and her little boy; the length 
being from sixty to sixty-five feet, and the girth between thirty and forty, 
whilo the weight could not have been less than 50,000 lbs. 

The colour was a uniform velvety black, and the enormous head about one- 
third of the length of the entire bulk, the eyes quite small, not much larger 
than those of an ox, and the ears almost undiscemiole. 

The jaw opened very far back, and was nearly sixteen feet in length, the 
most curious part of its structure being the remarkable substance known as 
whalebone, masses of whioh appeared all along the jaws, solid at the base, and 
splitting into a sort of fringe at the extremity. This arrangement is for the 
])urposc of aiding the whale in procuring its food, and separating it from the 
wnter. 

The tongue was remarkably large, soft, and full of oil ; the opening of the 
throat wonderfully small, scarcely two inches in diameter. 
" Why, what can the monster eat?*' eiLc\a.\mt^"£Tv\a\**\ka\Mwer can swallow 
M proper mouthful down this little gullet \** 
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" The mode of feeding adopted by the whale ia so curious," I replied, " that I 
must explain it to you before we begin work. 

** This animal (for I should tell you that a whale is not a fivh, he possesses no 
gills, he breathes atmospheric air, and would be drowned if too long detained 
below the surface of the water) ; this animal then freciuents those parts of the 
ocean besc supplied with the various creatures on wliich lie feeds. Shrimj)?', 
small fish, lobsters, various molluscs and mcdusic form liis diet. Driving with 
open mouth through the congregated shoals of these little creatures, the whalo 
engulfs them by millions in his enormous jaws, and continues his destructive 
course until he nas sufficiently diarged his mouth with prey. 

♦* Closing his jaws and ft>rcing out through the interstices of the whalebone, 
the water which he has taken together with his prey, he retiiins the captured 
animals, and swallows them at his leisure. 

** The nostrils, or blow-holes, are placed, you see, on the upper part of the 
head, in order that the whale may rise to breathe, and repose ou the surface 'tf 
the sea, showing very little of his huge carcase. 

"The breathings are called * spoutings,' because a column of mixed vapour and 
water ii thrown from the blow-holes, sometimes to a height of twenty feet. 

** And now, boys," fasten on your buskins, and let me si'e if you can face 
the work of climbing this slippery mountain of tlcsh and cutting it up." 

Fritz and Jack stripped, ana went to work directly, scrambling over the back 
to the head, where they assisted me to cut away the lips, so as to reach 
the whalebone, a large quantity of wliich was detached and carried to the boat. 

Ernest laboured manfully at the creature's side, cutting out slabs of blubber, 
while his mother and Franz helped as well as they could to put it in casks. 

Presently we had a multitude of unbidden guests. 

The air' was filled by the shrill screams and hoarse croaks and cries of 
numbers of birds of prey, they flew around us in ever narrowing circles, 
and becoming bolder as their voracity was excited by the near view of the 
tempting prey, they alighted close to us, snatching morsels greedily from under 
the very strokes of our knives and hatchets. 

Our work was seriously interrupted by those feathered marauders, who, after 
all, were no greater robbers, than we ourselves. We kept them olf as well as we 
oould by blows from our tools, and several were killed, my wife t'lking possession 
of them immediately for the sake of the feathers. 

It was nearly time to leave the island, but first I stripped off a long piece of 
the skin, to be used for traces, harness, and other leather-work. It was about 
three-quarters of an inch thick, and very soft and oily — but I knew it would 
shrink and be tough and durable. 

I also took a part of the gums in which the roots of the baleen or whalebone 
was still imbedded, having read that this is considered auite a delicacy, as well 
as the skin, which, when nrojjerly dressed and cut in little cubes, like black dice, 
has been compared by entnusiastic and probably very hungry travellers, to cocoa- 
nut and cream-cheese. 

The boys thousht the tongue might prove equally palatable, but I valued it 
only on account of the large quantity of oil it contained. 

With a heavy freight we put to sea, and made what haste we could to reach 
home, and cleanse our persons from the unpleasant traces of the disgusting work 
in which we had spent the day. 

Next morning we started at dawn. 

My wife and Franz were left behind, for our proposed work was even 
more horrible than that of the preceding day ; they could not assist, and had no 
ioolinaiion to witness it. 

It was my intention to open the carcase completely, and penetrating the 
interior, to obtain various portions of the intestines, thinking that it would bo 
possible to convert the larger ones into vessels fit for holding the oil. This time 
we laid aside our clothes and wore only strong canvas trousers when wo 
commenced operations, which were vigorously carried otv dvirwv* t\\ft ^Wr ^1 
the day; then, satiated that we could do so m\X\. vi cVt^x tovsL^v\fcWK.^^ "«^ 
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abandoned the remains to the birds of prey, and, with a full cargo, set 
sail for land. 

On the way, it appeared to strike the boys (who had made not the slightest ob- 
jection to the singularly unpleasant task I had set them,) as very strange 
that I should wish to possess what they had been working so hard to procure 
for me. 

" What can have made you wish to bring away that brute's entrails, father ? 
Are they of any use ? " 

" There arc countries,*' I replied, " where no wood grows of which to 
make barrels, and no hemp for thread, string and cordage. Necessity, tibic 
mother of all the more valuable inventions, has taught the inhabitants of those 
countries, Greenlanders, Esquimaux, and others, to think of substitutes, and 
they use the intestines of the whale for one purpose, tlie sinews and nerves for 
the other." 

We were right glad to land, and get rid, for the present, of our unpleasant 
materials, the further preparation of which was work in store for the fol- 
lowing day. 

A refrcsning bath, clean clothes, and supper j cheered us all up, and we slept 
in peace. 



CHAPTER XI. 

The blubber of the Whale boiled and stored— A unique machine — Expedition to Pro- 
spect Hill— Wliale's tongue is voted no delicacy— We land on Whale Island— Jack 
discovers a strange skeleton— Turtle turning— Towed ashore— The loom completed 
—Return of the Herring shoals— Basket making- We manufacture a sedan chair 
- -Ernest's wild ride therein— A Boa Constrictor appears— He retreats to the marsh 
- -Suspense— Poor Grizzle's fate— An awful scene— Death of the monster — An 
account of snakes— Remedies for poisoned bites— Ernest writes Grizzle's epitaph— 
The serpent stutfed and placed in the musemii. 

" Now for the finishinj? up of this dirty job," cried I, merrily, as wc all woke 
up next morning at day-break. And after the regular work was done, we com- 
menced operations by raising a stand or rough scaffold on which the tubs ftill of 
blubber were placed and heavily pressed, so that the purest and finest oil over- 
flowed into vessels underneath. 

The blubber was afterwards boiled in a cauldron over a fire kindled at some 
distance from our abode, and by skimming and straining through a coarse cloth, 
we succeeded in obtaining a large supply of excellent train-oil, which, in casks 
and bags made of the intestines, was safelystowed away in the " cellar," as the 
children called our roughest storeroom. This day's work was far from agree- 
able, and the dreadful smell oppressed us all, more especially my poor wife, who, 
nevertheless, endured it with ner accustomed good temper. Although, she very 
urgently recommended that the new island should oe the headquarters for 
another colony, where, said she, " any animals we leave would he salfe from apes 
and other plunderers, and where you would find it so very convenient to boil 
whale-blubber, strain train-oil, and the like." 

This proposal met with hearty approval, especially ftom the boys, who were 
always charmed with any new plan; and they were eager to act upon it at once, 
but when I reminded them of the putrefying carcase which lay there, tiiey con- 
fessed it would be better to allow wind and storms, birds and insects to do their 
work in purging the atmosphere, and reducing the whale to a skeleton before we 
revisited the island. 
The idea of a, rowing-machine kept ieo>xmxi% \a xq^ Itrain, I detennined to 
attempt to make one. 
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I took an iron Imr, which when laid across the middle of the boat projeeted 
about a foot each ipiiy* I.pForided thia bar in the middle with ribbed machinery^ 
and at each end yrma a sort of nave, in which, as in a cart wheel, four flat 
spokes, or pad41eS| were fixed. obUquely. These were intended to do the rowers' 
I«rt. i .. 

Then the jack was arranged to act upon the machinery in the middle of the 
iron cross-bar, in such a way that one of its strong cogwheels bit firmly into the 
ribs, so that when it was wound up, it caused the bar to rerolve rapidly, of 
course turning with it the paddlqs fixed at cither end, which consequently struck 
the water so as to pro^l the boat. 

Although this contrivance left.much to be desired in the way of improvement, 
still when IVitz and I wound up the machinery, and went oft' on a trial trip 
across the bay, we splashed along at such a famous rate, that the shores rang witn 
the cheers and clapping of the whole family, delighted to behold what they cou- 
ddered my brilliant success. 

Everyone wanted to go on board, and take a cruise, but as it was getting late, 
I could not consent. A trip next day, however, was promised to Cape Disap- 
pointment and the little settlement 01 Prospect HiU. 

iniis proposal satisfied .everybody. The evening was spent in preparing the 
dresses, aiiniA, and food which woiUd be required, and we retired early to rest. 

Intendmg to^ be out all day, the house was left in good order, and we departed 
on our expedition, provided, among other things, with spades and muttocKS, for 
I wished to get ypun^ coc9a*nut trees and t^hrubs of uilferent kinds, that, on 
our way back, we might land on Whale Island, and begin our plantation 
there. 

We directed our course towards the opposite side of the bay. The sea was 
smootii, my rowing-machine performed its work easily, and leaving Safetv Bay 
and Shark Island behind us, we enjoyed at our ease the panorama of all the 
coast scenery. 

Landing near Prospect Hill^ we moored the boat, and walked through the 
woods to our little farm, obtaining some fi*esh cocoa-nuta, as well as yomig 
plants, on the way. 

Before coming in sight of the cottage at the farm, we heard the cocks crow 
and I. experietnced a sudden rush of emotion as the sound recalled in a degree 
painfully vivid, the recollection of many a ride and walk at home, when. wo 
WQuld be greeted by iust such familiar sounds as we approached some kind 
friend's house. Here, out for the unjconscious animals, utt^ solitude and silence 
prevailed, and I with my dear family, whose visit would have been hailed with 
deli^g^t in so many homes, advancea unnoticed to this lonely cottf^e. Bo long 
had b^en our. absentee that our arrival created a perfect panic. The original 
Miii^Rla had^forgotten us, and to their progeny, lambs^ kids, and chickens, who 
had mevei: aueen the face of man,, we seemed an army of fierce foes. 

The "boys found it impossible to milk the goats, until, by the use of the lasso, 
they captured them <me after the other, bound their legs, then, giving them salt 
to uck, t^y soon obtained a supply of excellent milk which was poured from 
the cQCoa-nut shells they used into calabash flasks, so that we could take with us 
what was not required at dimier. 

The fowls were enticed by handfols of grain ftnd rice, and my wife caught as 
many as she wished for. 

We were by this time verv readj for dinnw, and the cold provisions we had 
with us were set forth, the chief dish consisting of the piece of whale's tongue, 
ivMcht by the boys'. desire, bad been cooked with a special view to this enter- 
tainment. 

But weful was.ths disappointment when the tongue was tasted ! One after 
another, with dlEonij face, proneunoed it **horrid stuff," begged for some pickled 
herring to take away the tasto pf train-oil, and wiUingly bestowed on Fangs the 
cherished dainty. . . 

Fortunately there was a sufficient sm^ly of other eatables, and the fresh 
delip^ous cocoo-uuts.and go^it's milk put everj QBd-m g'c^V^usicssa ^\gs^« 
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"While the mother packed everything up, Fritz and I got some sUgar-olnd 
shoots which I wished to plant, and then we returned to the shore and again 
embarked. 

IJefore returning to Whale Island, I felt a strong wish to round Cape Disap- 
pointment and survey the coast immediately beyond, but the promontory 
maintained the character of its name, and we found that a long sandbank, as 
well as hidden reefs and rocks, ran out a great way into the sea. 

Fritz espying breakers ahead, we put about at once, and aided by a light 
breeze, directed our course towards "Whale Island. 

On landing, I began at once to plant the saplings we had brought. The 
boys assisted me for awhile, but wearied somewhat of the occupation, and 
one after another went otf in search of shells and coral, lea>'ing their mother and 
me to finish the work. 

Presently Jack came back, shouting loudly, 

*' Father ! Mother ! do come and look. There is an enormous skeleton Ipng 
here ; the skeleton of some fearful great beast— a mammoth, I should think." 

*' Why Jack ! " returned I laughing, " have you forgot our old acquaintance, 
the whale ? What else could it be.^ " 

** Oh no, father, it is not the whale. This thing has not fish bones, but real 
good honest huge beast bones. I don't know what can have become of the 
whale — floated out to sea most likely. This mammoth is ever so much bigger. 
Come and see ! " 

As I was about to follow the boy, a voice from another direction suddenly 
cried, 

" Father ! father ! a great enormous turtle ! Please make haste. It is 
waddling back to the sea as hard as it can go, and we can*t stop it." 

This appeal being more pressing, as well as more important than Jack*8, 1 
snatched up an oar and hastened to their assistance. 

Sure enough a large turtle was scrambling quickly towards the water, and 
was within a few paces of it, although Ernest was valiantly holding on by one 
of its hind legs. 

I sprang down the bank^ and making use of the oar as a lever, wq succeeded 
with some difficulty in turmng the creature on its back. 

It was a huge specimen, fully eight feet long, and being now quite helpless, 
we left it sprawling, and went to inspect Jack's mammoth skeleton, which, of 
course, proved to be neither more nor less than that of the whale. I convinced 
him of the fact by pointing out the marks of our feet on the ground, and the 
broken jaws where we had hacked out the whalebone. 

" "What can have made you take up that fancy about a mammoth, my boy } '* 

"Ernest put it into my head, father. Ho said there seemed to be the 
skeleton of an antediluvian monster there, so I ran to look closer, and I 
never thought of the whale, when I saw no fish bones. I suppose Ernest was 
joking." 

""Whales are generally considered as fishes by those little acauainted with the 
animal kingdom, but they belong to the class oi mammals, whien comprises man, 
the monkey tribes, the bats, the dogs and cats, all hoofed animals, whales and 
their allies, with other animuls, the last on the list being the sloth. 

" The name by which they are distinguished is derived fix)ra the Latin word 
' mamma,' a breast, and is given to them because all the species belonging to 
this class are furnished with a set of organs, called the mammary glands, secret- 
ing the liquid known as milk, by which the young are nourished. 

" The bones of the whale difier from those of animals, simply in being of a 
hollow construction, and filled with air so as to render the carcase more buoyant. 
The bones of birds are also hollow, for the same reason, and in all this we sco 
conspicuously the wisdom and goodness of the great Creator." 

"What a marvellous structure it is, father!'* said Fritz. "What a 
ponderous mass of bones ! Can we not make use of any of them ? '* 

''Nothing; strikes me at this moment; ^e mil leave them to bleach here yet 
awhile, and perhaps by sawing tiiemi \x^ aiUr^oiX^^ifiA^^ ^1^^ ^\!Aixa^ or a 
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leading desk for the museum. But now it is time to return home. Bring the 
hoat round to where the turtle awaits his fate ; wo must settle how to deal 
with him.*' 

It was soon decided that he must swim. I fastened the emptv water-cask to 
a long line, one end of which was made fast to the bow of the boat, the otlier 
carefmly passed round the neck and fore paws of the creature, who was then 
lifted, so as to let him regain his feet, when he instantly made for the water, 
plunged in, the cask floated after hiiu, and prevented his siiikinir. \Ve were 
all on hoard in a moment; and the worthy rellow, after vainly aitcraptiiiK to 
dive, set himself diligently to swim right forwards, towing us comfortably 
after him. I was ready to cut the line on the least appearance of danger, and 
kept him on the course for Safety Bay by striking the water with a boat- 
hook right or left, according as tlie turtle was disposed to turn too much one 
way or the other. 

The boys were delighted with the fun, and compared me to Xoi>tune in his 
car, drawn by dolphins, and accompanied by Amphitrite and attendant 
Tritons. 

We landed safely at the usual place, near Rookburg, and the tuiile was con- 
demned and executed soon afterwards ; the shell, which was quite eight feet 
long, and three broad, was, when cleaned and prepared, to forru a trough for 
the water supply at the cave, and the meat was carefully suited, and stored up 
for many a good and savoury meal. 

It hadi been my intention to bring a piece of land under cultivation before 
the next rainy season, to be sown with difl'erent sorts of grain ; but many 
unforeseen circumstances had intervened to hinder this, and our animals, 
unaccustomed to the yoke, were not available for the plough. 

I therefore gave up the idea for the present, and applied myself, with 
Ernest's assistance, to completing the loom, which, although the workmanship 
was clumsy, I succeeded in making quite fit for use. I had fortunately in my 
younger dfays spent many hours in the workshops of weavers, and other 
artizans, and therefore I imderstood more than might have been expected of 
their various crafts. 

Paste or size was required to smear over the threads ; but we could not spare 
flour for such a purpose, and I used isinglass, which kept the warp moist 
perfectly well, and spared us the necessity of setting up the loom in a damp 
oncoinfortable place, which has often to be done to prevent the overdryiug of 
the web. 

Of this isinglass I also made thin plates, to be used as window-panes ; they 
were at least as transparent as horn, and when fixed deep in the rock, and 
beyond the reach of rain, did good service in admitting light. 

Success encouraging me to persevere, I next began harness-making; the 
spoils of the chase having furnished us with plenty of leather, with which I 
covered light frames of wood, using the hairy moss or lichen for stuffing, and 
ere long the animals were equipped with sadales, stimipiJ, bridles, yokes, and 
collars, to the very great satisfaction of their youthful nders and drivers. 

This occupation was followed by a great deal of work connected with the 
annual return of the herring shoals which now took place ; to them succeeding, 
as on former occasions, shoals of other fish, and many seals. !More than ever 
aware of the value of all of these, we did not fail to make good use of our 
opportunities, and captured large numbers. 

The boys were getting anxious for another shooting expedition; but before 
undertakmg that, I wished to do some basket-making, as sacks were beginning 
to fail us, and there was constant demand for baskets in which to carry and keep 
our roots end fruits. Our first attempts were clumsy enough ; but, as usuat 
perseverance was rewarded, and we produced a good supply of all sorts and 
sizes. One very large basket I furnished with openings mrough which to 
pass a strong stick, so that it might, when heavily laden, be carried by two 
persons. 
No sooner did the children see the force ot tloAa \^%ai, 'Caaxi ^'c^ s|fi\. ^ 
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bamboo, and popping little Franz into the baskety carried him about in 
triumph. 

( This amusement suggested a fresh notion to Fritz. " Oh, father,"' cried he, 
" don't you think we might make somelAmip: like this for' mother, and curry her 
much more comfortably than jolting along in the cart V* 

Tlie boys shouted with glee at th6 propbeal. and though their mother thought 
the plan feasible enough, she confessed that she did not much like tiie 
thoughts of sitting in the middle of a basket, and just lookingr out now and then 
over the rim. 

However, I assured her it should be a well-shaped isomibrtabld sedan-chair, or 
litter ; and the next ouestiQin.^as how it should be <}arried) since the boys ooald 
not play the part of Indian palanquin-bearers, eiiSi0r with safety to Uieir 
mother, or witn any pleasure to themselvee. 

"The bull and the buffalo!" cried Jack. " Why not use them for it ? Let's 
go and try them now!" • ^ « - .'.'''.■•• 

Off ran the bovs, and in a short time the bltsket was securely hung between 
Storm and Grumble. Fritz and Jack sprang into their saddles^ and Ernest veir 
gingerly deposiied himself in the '^ cradle," bi Fraiiz called it; they- set forth 
at a most sober pace, the animals, who were perfeetly docile, appearing only a 
little surprised at the new arrangement. "' • i ' 

*^ Oh, it is so pleasnnt, mother, it is a- delightful motion," eried Ernest, as 
they passed us ; " it swings and rocks really soothingly. Quicker, Fritz ! go 
q^uicker ! " and the trot pleasing hini equally well, the pace gf^dually quickened, 
till the animals wire going along at a rate which shook and jolted the basket 
about most fearfully. Ernest called, and screamed hi rain for a halt. His 
brothers thought it capital fun to ''^ shake up " the ** professor," and made the 
circuit of the level ground near Bockburg, finally puUing up in front of us, like 
performers stoppiug to receive liie applause of spectators. 

It was impossible to help laughing, the scene was so ridiculous, but Ernest 
was very angry ^ath liis brothers, his reproaches j^Voked high^wcn^ in^reply, 
and a quarrel was imminent, but I interfered, and 'ishowed tibeni h6w easily a 
joke carried too far, would lea4 to^ disputes and bad feeling, urging them to 
avoid on all occasions any breach of tne gobd-iblloWship and brotheviy love 
which was the mainstay o/i our strength and happbiess. : 

Good humour was soon restored,' Ernest himsetf helped to unharness the 
bebatfl, and got some handfuls df salt and barley to reward their exertions, 
saying^ that they must haye some more palanquin-practice another day. 

I was seated with my wife ftnd Fritz, beneath the shade of tiie verandah, 
engaged in wicker-work^ and chatting ple&sdiitly, irhen suddenly Fritz got up, 
advanced a step or two, gazing fixedly along the avenue which led' from Jackal 
Eiver, then he exclaimed — ' • ' . 

" I see something so strange in the distance, father ! What in the world can 
it be ? first it seems to be drawn in co^ls on the ground like a cable, then uprises 
as it were a little mast, then that sinks, and the coils move along again. It is 
coming towards the bridge." 

Mywife tookalarni atthis desdriptibn, to:d calling the other "boys, retreated 
into the cave, where I desired |;hem to clos^ up the entrances, and keep watch 
Avith firearms at the upper winaows. These were openings we had made in the 
rock at some elevaition, reached within by steps, and a kind of gpcdlery which 
pai^sed along the iront of the rooms. 

Friti: remained by me vhile I examined tlie object through my spy-glass. 
'' "It is, as I feared, an enormous serpent!" oried I; ** it advances directlv 
this way, and we shall be placed in the greatest possible danger, lor it will 
cross the bridge to a certainty.^' ■ 

*'Mpv weiiot attack it, faflier ? " exclaimed the bntve boy. 

" Only with the greatest caution," returned I ; '* it is far too formidable, and 

too tenacioua of life, for us. rashly to attempt its destruction. Tluink Odd we 

are at JRockburgf where wo can keep in. aaie xetatife^iVv'^^^'"^ '^^ watch for an 

opportunity to destroy this MgKttul enemy, Q;0 \x^\o ^QvaT&sd^DAsticflmvV^ 
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assist in preparing the firearms ; I will join you directly, but I must further 
observe the monster's movements." 

Fritz left me unwillingly, while I continued to watch the serpent, which was 
of gigantic size, and alr^uy much too near the bridge to admit of the possibility 
of removing that means of access to our dwelling. I recolleet(>d, too, how 
easily it would pass through the walls. The reptile advanced with writhing 
and undulatory movements, from time to time rearing its head to the height of 
fifteen or twenty feet, and slowly turning it about, as though on the look-out 
for prey. 

As it crossed the bridge, with a slow, suspicious motion, I withdrew, and 
hastily rejoined my little party, which was preparing to gaiiison our fortress in 
warl&e array, but with considerable trepidation, which my presence served in 
a measure to allay. 

AVe placed ourselves at the upper openings, after strongly barricading every- 
thing below, and, ourselves unseen, awaited with beating lieiiits the further 
advance of the foe, which spectlily became visible to us. 

Its movements appeared to become uncertain, as though puzzled by the trace 
of human habitation ; it turned in different du-ections, coiling wwS. uncoiling, 
and frequently rearing its head, but keeping about the middle of the space in 
front of the cave, when suddenly, as though unable to resist doing so, one after 
another t^e bovs fired, and even theii* mother discharged her ^un. The shots 
took not the slightest effect beyond startling the monster, whose movements 
were accelerated. Fritz and I also tired with steadier aim, but with the same 
want of success, for the monster passing on with a gliding motion, entered the 
reedy marsh to the left, and entirely disappeared. 

A wonderful weight seemed lifted from our hearts, while all eagerly discussed 
the vast length and awful though magnificent appearance of the sei^pent. I 
bad recogn^^ it as the boa constrictor. It was a vast specimen, upwards of 
thirty feet in length. 

I explained to the children that its name in South America is Boagiiacu ; the 
first syllable of that word, with the Latin addition, which indicates that it 
kills its prey by pressure, or *' constriction," gives the name by which it is 
commonly known. 

The near neighbourhood of this terrific reptile occasioned me the utmost 
anxiety ; and I desired that no one should leave the house on any pretence 
whatever, without my express permission. 

During three whole days we were kept in suspense and fear, not daring to 
stir above a few hundred steps from the door, although during all that time the 
enemy showed no sign of his presence. 

In fact, we might have been induced to think the boa had passed across the 
swamp, and found his way by some cleft or chasm through the wall of cliff's 
beyond, had not the restless behaviour of our geese and ducks given proof that 
he still lurked in the thicket of reeds which they were accustomed to make 
their nightly resting place. 

They swam anxiously about, and with much clapping of wings and disturbed 
cackling, showed their uneasiness ; finally taking wing they crossed the harbour, 
and took up their quarters on Shark's Island. 

My embarrassment increased, as time passed on. I could not venture to 
attack with insufficient force a monstrous and fonnidable serpent concealed in 
dense thickets amidst dangerous swamps ; yet it was dreadful to live in a state 
of blockade, cut off from all the important duties in which we were engaged, 
and shut up with our animals in the unnatural light of the cave, enduring 
constant anxiety and perturbation. 

Out of this painful state we were at last delivered by none other than our 
good old simple-hearted donkey ; not, however, by the exercise of a praisewoil^iy 
quality, sucn as the ^'igilance of the time-honoured geese of the Capitol, but by- 
sneer stupidity. 

Our situation was rendered the more critical from having no great stock of 
provisions, or fodder for the animals; and t\ie\iay iaV^^\i^ot^V\L'i^\^\!M\'^<il 
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the third day, I determined to set them at liberty by sending them, under the 
guidance of Pritz, across the river at the ford. 

He was to ride Lightfoot, and they were to be fastened together until safely over. 

Next morning we began to prepare for this by tying them in a line, and while 
so engaged my wife opened the door, when old Grizzle, who was fresh and 
frolicsome after the long rest and regular feeding, suddenly broke away from the 
halter, cut some awkward capers, then bolting out, careered at full gallop 
straight for the marsh. s 

In vain we called him by name. Fritz would even have rushed after him, 
had not I held him back. In another moment the ass was close to the thicket, 
and with the cold shudder of horror, we beheld the snake rear itself from its 
lair, the fiery eyes glanced around, the dark deadly jaws opened widely, the 
forked tongue darted greedily forth — poor Grizzle's fate was sealed. 

Becoming aware on a sudden of his danger, he stopped short, spread out all 
four logs, and set up the most piteous and discordant bray that ever wrung echo 
from rocks. 

Swift and straight as a fencer's thrust, the destroyer was upon liim, wound 
round liim, entangled, enfolded, compressed him, all the while cunningly 
avoiding the convulsive kicks of the agonized animal. 

A cry of horror arose from the spectators of this miserable tragedy. 

** Shoot hira, father ! oh, shoot him— do save poor Grizzle ! " 

** My children, it is impossible ! " cried I. " Our old friend is lost to us for 
ever! I have hopes, however, that when gorged with his prey, we may be 
able to attack the snake with some chance of success." 

" But the hoiTible wretch is never p^oing to swallow him all at once, father ?" 
cried Jack. " That will be too shocking ! " 

*' Snakes have no grinders, but only fangs, therefore they cannot chew their 
food, and must swallow it whole. But although the idea is startling, it is not 
really more shocking than the rending, teaiing and shedding of blood which 
occura when lions and tigers seize their prey." 

"But," said Franz, ''how can the snake separate the flesh from the bones 
without teeth ? And is this kind of snake poisonous ? " 

"No, dear child," said I, *' only fearfully strong and ferocious. And it has 
no need to tear the flesh from the bones. It swallows them, skin, hair, and all, 
and digests everything in its stomach." 

'* It seems utterly impossible that the broad ribs, tbe strong legs, hoofs and 
all, should go down that throat," exclaimed Fritz. 

" Only see," I replied, " how the monster deals with his victim ; closer and 
more tightly he curls his crushing folds, the bones give way, he is kneading him 
into a shapeless mass. He will soon begin to gorge his prey, and slowly but 
surely it will disappear down that distended maw ! " 

The mother, witn little Franz, found the scene all tod horrible, and hastened 
into the cave, trembling and distressed. 

To the rest of us there seemed a fearful fascination in the dreadful sight, and 
we could not move from the spot. I expected that the boa, before swallowing 
its prey, would cover it with saliva, to aid in the operation, although it struck 
me that its very slender forked tongue was about the worst possible implement 
for such a purpose. 

It was evident to us, however, that this popular idea was erroneous. 

The act of lubricating the mass must have taken place during the process of 
swallowing: certainly nothing was applied beforehand. 

This wonderful performance lastea from seven in the morning until noon. 
"VVTien the awkward morsel was entirely swallowed, the serpent lay stiff, 
distorted, and apparently insensible along the edge of the marsh. 

I felt that now or never was the moment for attack ! 

Calling on my sons to maintain their courage and presence of mind, I left our 
retreat with a feeling of joyous emotion quite new to me, and approached with 
rapid steps and levelled gun, the ou\&lte\.c\ie^ iotrn of the serpent. Frit* 
followed me closely. 
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laek, samewhst timidly, tame ermsl puce* behind; ubili' ErncBt, nfler > 
little bemtation, mnaiDed where he wut. 

The moniters body wu ■tifl' and motionleu, i,hich made ila railing and 
fiery eyes, njid tha alow apannodic unduliitioiu of its tail^ more fearful by 
contisst. 

We fired together, and both balla entered the tliull : the light of the eye irai 
eitinguished, and the only moTement was in the further eitremity of the body, 
vhieb rolled, wrilhed. coiled, and laehed from side to side. 

Adrancing eloei'V, ve fired our pistolB direitly into ilfl liead, n eonTulsive 
quiver ran through the mighty traxae, and the boa conetriclor lay dead, 

Aa we raised a cry of rictoTy, Jack, dcsiroua of a sharo in the glory of 
ronquest, ran cloae to the creature, firing bia pialol into its aide, when he wa* 
Epmwliag 




"Sm thia dreadful creature dead at our feet; and let ua thank God that we 
Aave been able (o dentroy auch an enemy." 

" What's to bo done with him now t ''' salted Jnek. 

"L«t u? get him atuRed," said FiiCz, "and set Mm up inlhemusmm among 
our shells and corals." 

■' Did anybody erer Ihint of eating serpents P " enquired Frani. 

" Of course not ! " said his moUier. " n'h}-, child, serpents are poisonous— it 
would be Tery dangerous." 

" Kscuae me. my dear«ife," said I. " First of all, thehoa is not poisonous: 
and then, bcsidea that, the dish eyen of poisonous snakes can be eateu without 
diinffor : as, lor instance, the mttle-anakc. from which can be mode a strong and 
nourishing soup, Isstlnf! very like good chicken broth — of course, the cook must 
be told to throw away the head, eontaining the deadly fangn. 

" It is remarkable that pies do not fear poisonous snakes, but can kill and eat 
them without injury. An instance of this occurs to my memory. A ycnael on 
Ijike Siiperinr, in K. America, was wrecked on a small island abounding in 
rattlesnakes, and for that reason uninhabited. 

" The FeiweJAada cargo o/iive pigs. The crew eBiiapciViiftwaHkijiaii*.\a.v. 
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boat, but the pigs bad to be left for some time, till the owner couM return to 
fetch them, but with small hope of finding many left allTe. 

" To hia Burpriae, the animals were not only slive, but remarkably fat and 
flourishing, while not n single rattlesnake remained an the island. The pigs had 
cleirly eaten the serpen ts." 

" But might not some other caune have been asaigned for their disappear- 
anee ? " asked Ernest. " Suppose, for example, ttiat a great flight of ■eorelary 
tonls lind arriTeil, they might hare cleared th0 island of the rattlesoakee." 

" Oh, what ia a jppretary bird ? " interrupted Ftanz. " I bought ft aaeretaiy 

long feathers 
. , i from either 
ude of its head, some- 
tbinc like pens sturk 
behind a man's e:ir; 

perfectly true 
that it lives on snakes, 
lizards toads, and 
frogs but. Ernes!, I 
annot give up my 
pies for in the first 

flaeo the sccretaiy 
ini is an inhabitantiu 
faouthem Afnea, and 
IS uiierseenmNorth 
America neither does 
jt aver fly in a flock ; 
itnitBO ravenous if ita 
appetite that, no 
doubt, eren one or two, 
bad they by some 
miracle ftund theni- 
■elres on Lake Supe- 
wonld bare hem 



My wife haraiir}n)nc 
to jir pnio dinn r wc eoiitinucd tilkin" as wo rested m the shade of some 
tocka lieu thcariiii'nt for a roni^iderable lime The open air was welcome to 
us niter our long iinpnsontnent and we were besidts deairons to drive off 
any birds of pre) ivlio might be attracted to the caicnse which we wished to 

My bovB questioiifd me closely on the subject 6f serpents in general ; and I 
ileseribed to them the action of the poisoD fangs ; bow tbey folded back on the 
udes of the upper jnw ; and how the poison -secreting glands and reeerroir are 
found at the bock mid sides of the Iieoil. giring to the venomoua serpents that 
peculiar width of head which is so unfailing a characterislic. 

" The fntigs arc hollow," said I. " and when the creature bites, the presanre 
forces down a tiny drop of the liquid poison which enters the wound, and, 
through the veins, quickly spreads over the entire system. Sometimes, if tatni 
in time, cures are effected, but in most cases the bite of a serpmt is followed by 
speedy dentil " 
The children were much interested in mj ntwflwA at ftiBsnake-charmeis of 
ladia, bow Oiey fearleasl^ handle ftie inoal iBaG-j ol 'flos wst^iot*. liitR^aiE 
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Cobra di Capello — or Hooded Cobra — rau«o ttiem to move in time to musical 
sounds from a small pipe, twine the reptile about their arms and baR' npcks, and 
then, to prove that toe poison fiing^ have not been removed, make them bite a 
fowl, which soon dies from the effects. 

".How is it possible to extract the ftngs, father ? ** asked Ernest. 

" No instrument is required," replied I ; ** I have read the account written 
by a gentleman in India, who saw a snake-charmer catch a large cobra in the 
jungle, and for the purpose of removing the fangs, hold up a cloth at which 'flie 
irritated sns(ke flew, and thle ftogs being caught in it, the man seized the 
reptile by ifte throat,' extracted them,' and then squeezed out the poison, a clear 
oiiY substance, upon a leaf." 
. " Wh^t; does tne rattle of the rattlesnake look like ? and how does it sound ? '* 

"At the tip of the tail are a number of cAirious loose, homy structures 
formed of the same substance as the scales. A very good idea of the structure of 
the rattle may be formed by slipping a number of thimbles loosely into each 
other. 

" The rattlesnake lies coiled with its head flat, and the tip of its tail elevated ; 
when alarmed or irritated it gives a quivering movement to the tail which causes 
the ioints of the rattle to shake against each other with a peculiar sound not 
easily described : all animals, even horses newly brought from Europe, tremble 
at tlus noise, and try to escape." 

** What is the best thing to bo done for the bit^^of ^a serpent ? " enquired Fritz. 

"Remedies are very various, very uncertain, and differ with the species 
inflicting the bite. 

" Suction, ammonia, oil, the use of the knife, application of fresh mould, 
lunar caustic, leaves of certain plants, all these and more are mentioned. There 
is a creeping plant, called ArUstohchia indica, the leaves of which have, in 
repeated instances, done wonders for fearful bites. It is found in many parts of 
the world, but most plentifully in the hotter regions. 

" A mode of cure adopted by the natives of India, Ceylon, and parts of Africa, 
is by the application of a remarkable object called snake-stone. These are de- 
Bcrioed as nattish, something like liRlf an almond with squared ends, rather 
light, beariilg a Very high pmidh, and of an intense jetty black. 
' **0n being bitten by a cobra, the sufferer applies one of these 'stones* to 
ciach puncture, where they adhere strongly for a time, five or six miuutes being 
about the average. Thfiiy seem to absorb the blood as it flows from the wound, 
and at last fall off, when, the danger is considered to be over. 
: " But.now we must leave this fertile subject of discussion, and I can only say 
r sincerely trust we mav never have cause to resume it from the appeaiauce of 
another serpent here, 0^ any sort, size, or description. 

' " Come, Ernest, can you not give us an epitaph for our unfortunate Mend the 
donkey ? 

. ".liN^e must afford him more honourable sepulture than he enjoys at present, 
whfn we proceed, as we speedily must, to difeembowel his murderer.** 

Ernest took the matter quite seriously, imd planting hiselbpwa on his knec'^, 
he bent his thoughtful brow in his hands, ap4^ remained wrapt in poetic medi- 
tation for about two minutes. ■ : -. ^ 

**T bate it ! ** cried he, ". but perhapSiyou will.all laugh at me ? '* , 

** No, no, don't betfhy, old fellow ; spit it out ! " and thuja encouraged by his 
brother, Ernest, with tne blush of a: modest author, began— 

'* BencHth this stOne poor Grizzle's Imnes are laid,' " 

A faithful nss lie was, and loved hy all. . 
' At l^ngtli, his master's voice he disobeyed, ' ; • 
And thereby oaine his melancholy fall. 
A monstrous serpent, springing froni the gras.s, 

Seized, crushed, and swallowed him before our eyes 
But we, though yet we mourn oin* honest ass, 
Are grateful ; for he thereby saved the lives 
Of nil the human beings on this shore — 
A father, mother, and their c\u\toiv ta\M»'* 
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" Hurrah for the epitaph ! "Well done, Ernest ! ** resounded on all sides, and 
takins; out a large red pencil I used for marking wood, the lines were forthwith 
inscribed on a great flat stone, being, as I told the boy, the very best poetry that 
had ever been written on our coast. 

We then had dinner, and afterwards went to work with the serpent. 

The first operation was to recover the mangled remains of tiie ass, which 
being effected, he Wiis buried in the soft marshy ground close by, and tiie hole 
filled up with fragments of rock. 

'i'heu we yoked Stcirm and Grumble to the serpent, and drap^ged it to a con- 
venient distance from Bockburg, where the process of skinnmg, stuffing, and 
sc'win^c up again afibrdcd occupation of the deepest interest to the boys for 
fif veral day 9. 

We took great pains to coil it round a pole in the museum, arranging the head 
A.'ith the jaws wide open, so as to. look as alarming as possible, and contriving to 
mike eyes and tongue which were quite sufficient to represent nature ; in fact, 
our (lo<>:8 never passed the monster without growling, and must have wondered 
at our taste in keeping such a pet. 

Over the entrance leading to the museum and library were inscribed these 
words : — 

NO ADMITTANCE FOR ASSES. 

The double meaning of this sentence pleased us all immensely. 



CHAPTER XII. 

We examine the marsh— A cave discovered— We find the floor covered with follers' 
earth— Discharge our i)istol8 — Jack's fright — Ernest captures an Eel — An expedi- 
tion towards the Gap — Visit Falconhnrst and Woodlands, and examine the comitry 
round- Franz shoots a Capybara— Ernest and Knips fight the rats— A lecture an 
Musk— Cinnamon apples— A Peccary hunt — We prepare the Peccary meat~ 
Disasters iit Prospect Hill — An exploring exiiedition through the Gap — We And ooir 
barrier broken down across the desert— Strange objects in the distance— An 
account of Ostriches— An Ostrich slain— We discover the nest -A Mud Tortoise 
— We encounter Bears — A desperate flght — Back again to camp— We skin the Bears 
and smoke their flesh— Pepi)er found— Three of the boys start on an expedition— I 
discover talc. 

The greatest danger to which we had yet been exposed was now over, but 
there remained much anxiety in my mmd lest anotner serpent might, unseen 
by us, have entered the swamp, or might appear, as this had dene, from the 
country beyond Falconhnrst. 

I projected then two excursions, the first to make a thorough examination of 
the thicket and morass ; the next right away to the Gap, through which alone 
the arch-enemy could have entered our temtory. 

On Bummonmg my sons to accompany me to the marsh, I found neither 
Ernest nor Jack very eager to do so, tne latter vowing he had the cold shivers 
each time he thought how his ribs might have been smashed by the last flap of 
the snake*s tail ; but I did not yield to their reluctance, and we finally set about 
crossing the marsh by placing planks and wicker hurdles on the ground, and 
changing their places as we advanced. 

Nothing was discovered beyond tracks in the reeds and the creature's lair ; 
where the rusbeSf ^rass, and bog-plants "w ere \>fe«L\.ctv^Qi^n. 
EmergiDg beyond the thicket we found oircaeV?^^ Qn.%rnv^5c«vsDL\^^<!SKt^3aft ijrc- 
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cipitous wall of rock, and perceired a clear sparkling brook flowing from an 
opening, which proved to be a care or grotto of considerable size. 

The yaulted roof was covered with stalactites, while many formed stately 
pillars, which seemed as though supporting the roof. The floor was strewn 
with fine snow-white earth, with a smooth soapy feeling, which I felt convinced 
was fullers* earth. 

" Well, this is a pleasant diM'orcry ! " said I. '< This is as good as soap for 
washing, and will save me the troulJle of turning soap-boiler." 

Perceiving that the streamlet flowed from an opening of some width in the 
inner rock, Fritz passed through, in order to tmce it to its source, presently 
shouting to me that the opening widened vcr}' much, and begging me to follow 
him. 

I did so, leaving the other boys in the outer cave, and fired a pistol-shot — the 
reverberating echoes of which testified to the great extent of the place ; and 
lighting the bit of candle 1 nlwavs carried with nie, we advancea, the light 
burning clear and steadily, thougn shedding a very feeble light in so vaiS; a 
space. 

Suddenly Fritz exclaimed, — 

" I verily believe this is a second cave of salt ! See how the walls glance ! 
and how the light is reflected from the roof! " 

" These cannot be salt crystals," said I ; " the water wliich flows over them 
leaves no track, and tastes quite sweet I am rather inclined to believe that we 
have penetrated into a cave of rock crystal ! " 

" Oh, how splendid ! Then we have discovered a sjeat treasure ! " 

"Certainly, if we could make any use of it; otherwise, in our situation, 
it is about as valuable as the lump of gold found by good old llobinson 
Crusoe.*' 

*' Anyhow, I will break off* a piece for a specimen. See, here is a fine bit, only 
rather dull, and not transparent : what a pity ! I must knock off another." 

** You must go more carefully to work, or it will look as dull as the fii-st. 
Tou destroyed its true fonn, which is that of a pyramid, with six sides or 
faces." 

We remained some time in this interesting grotto, but our light burnt low 
after we had examined it in different directions ; and Fritz having secured a 
large lump, which exhibited several crystals in perfection, we quitted the place, 
Fritz discharging a farewell shot for the sake of nearing the grand echoes. 

On reaching the open air we saw poor Jack sobbing bitterly, but as soon as 
we appeared he ran joyfully towards us, and threw himself into my arms. 

** My child, what is the matter ? " I cried anxiously. 

" On, I thought vou were lost ! I heard a noise twice, as if the rocks had 
shattered down; and I thought you and Fritz, were crushed in the ruins! It 
was horrible ! How glad I am to see you ! " 

I comforted the child, and explained the noises he had heard, inquiring why 
he "vas alone ? 

"Ernest is over there among the reeds: I daresay he did not hear the 
shots." 

I found Ernest busily engaged in weaving a basket, in which to catch fish : 
he had devised it ingeniously, with a funnel-shaped entrance ; through which 
the fish passing would not easily find their way out, but would remain swim- 
ming about in the wide part of tne apparatus. 

**I shot a young serpent while you were away, father,? said he. *' It lies 
there covered witn rushes ; it is nearly four feet long, and as thick as my 



arm. 



" A serpent! " cried I, hurrying towards it in alaim, and fearing there must 
be a brood of them in the swamp after all. 

" A fine large eel you mean, my boy. This will provide an excellent supper 
for lis to-night. I am glad you had the courage to kill it, instead of taking to 
your heels and fleeing from the supposed serpent." 

** Well, I thought it would be so horrid to be pxjwwe^ waii t-aNi^VA ^3aa.^ \ '^-w.- 
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fened facing it; my shot took effect, but it was very difficult to kill tlie 
creature outright, it moved about although its head was smashed/' ^ 

** The tenacity of life possessed b)'^ eels is yery remarkable," I daid. " I have 
heard that the best mode of killing them is to grasp them by the neck and slap 
their tails smartly against a stone or post." " 

We made our way back more easily by keeping close to the cliffs, whete the 
ground was firmer, and found the mother washing clothes at the fountain. She 
rejoiced greatly at our safe return, and was much pleased with the supply of 
fullers* earth, as she said there was now very little soap left. The eelwaa 
cooked for supper, and during the evening a f im account was given of our paas* 
age tiirough the swamp, and discovery of the rock-crptal cavern. ' 

It was most important to ascertain whether aiiv'serpeht lurkM amoiig tiid 
woods of our little territory between the cliffs and the s^. I'reparations ^ere 
set on foot for the second and greater undertaking of a search throughout the 
country be^rond the river, as far as the Gtap. I wished all the fiEimily to go (m 
the expedition, a decision which gave universal satisfaction. 

Intending to be engaged in this search for several weeks, we took the small 
tent and a store of all sorts of necessary provisions, as well as firearms, tools, 
cooking utensils, and torches. 

All these things were packed on the cart, which was drawn by Storm and 
Grumble. Jack and Franz mounted them, and acted at once the part of nders 
and drivers. My wife sat comfortably in the cart, Fritz rode in advance, while 
Ernest and I walked ; we were protected in flank by the dogs and Fangs, 'the 
tame jackal. 

Directing our course towards Woodlands, we saw many traces of the serpent's 
approach to Rockburg. In some places, where the soil W4S loose, the trai^ like 
a broad furrow, was very evident indeed. 

At Falconhurst we made a halt, and w;ere, as usual, welcomed by the poultry, 
as well as by the sheep and goats. 

We then passed on to Woodlands, where we arrived at nightfall. All was 
peaceful and in good order ; no track of the boa in that direction ; no signs of 
visits from mischievous apes ; the little farm and its inhabitants looked most 
flourishing. 

Next dajr was. passed in making a survey of the immediate neighbourhood, at 
the same time collecting a quantity of cotton, wMch was wanted for new 
pillows and cushions. !m the afternoon Franz, was my companion, carrying a 
small gun, entrusted to him for the first time. 

We took Fan and 3runo with us^ and; went slowly along the left bank of the 
lake, winding our way among reedy thickets, which frequently turned, us aside 
a considerable distance from the water. The dogs hunted about in all dfirections, 
and raised duck, snipe, and heron. These usually flew directly across the lake, 
so that Franz got no chance of a shot. He began to get rather impatient, and 
proposed firing at the black swans we saw sailing gracefully on the guu>sy 
suriace of the lake. 

Just then a harsh booming sound struck our ears. I paused in wonder. as to 
whence the noise proceeded, while Franz exclaimed, "Oh, father ! can that be 
Swift, our young onager ?" 

"It cannot possibly be Swift," said I; adding, after listening attentively a 
minute or two, *^I am inclined to think it must be the cry of a bittern, a fine 
handsome bird of the nature of a heron." 

"Oh! may I shoot it, father? But I wonder how a bird can make that 
roaring noise ! One would think it was an ox, it is more like lowing than 
braying." 

*' The noise creatures make depends more on the construction of. the wind- 
pipe, its relation to the lungs ana the strength of the muscles which force out 
the breath, than on their size. As for example, how loud is the song (^ the 
nightingale and the little canary bird. Some people say that the bittern booms 
with his long hiJl partly thrust into the bo^^ ^i^und, which increases the 
Aa//c;ir//;u//fM pound of its very peculiar cry," 
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nrd liU happ 



Franz vaa very uiiioui that tl 
Urd aa tlie bittern ; tbe dogs nee 
distance apart, in readiness to fire. 

'" -' once there was a great mailing- in the thicket. Frana fired, and I 
» happy roiee caltini; out: 
hit Dim ! IVe hit him ! " 

"What have you hit?" shouted lin return. 

"A wild pig, said lie; "but bigger than Friti's." 

"Aha! I see you remember tbe agouti I Ferhiins it is nit ii hng at all, but 
one of our little piga from the ikm. 'Wlmt will the old sow tay to you, 
Fianzf" 

I soon joined my boy, and fbund him in transporls of joy over nn aninul 
certainly very much like a pig, although its Buout naa hroail and blunt. It 



dour wae a yellow- 



uhgrey. 




My and noticing iU 
webbed feet, and ita 
cmoua teeth, I decided 
Ihat it must be a capj- 
Um, a water-lormr 
animal of South 
America, and Franz 
■maa overioyed to find 
that he had Khot >' a 
new creature," as ha 
nid. It was difficult 
lo CBTTj it home, but 
IiJb vity sensibly pro- 
posed that we should 
open and clean tbe 
carcase, which would 
make it lighter — and 
theti putting it in a 
game-Mg, he carried it 
till quite tired out; he , 
laked if I thought ^tl 
Bruno would let him '^5 
strap it on his back. 
We found the dog wil- 
ling to bear the burden, 
and reached Woodlands 
soon afterVBjdB. 

There we were surprised to see Ernest surrounded by n number of large tats 
which lay dead on the ground, 

i.TOT. — .1 .V — v.|,.g jgn,g fromP" exclaimed I. "Have yon and 

g instead of gathering rice as you intended?" 
_ . ..jc upon these creatures quite uneipectedly," he replied ; " while in 
the rice swamp, Knips, who was with us, sprang away lo a kind of long-shaped 
mound nmong the reeda, and pounced upon samelning, which tried (o escape 
into a hole. He chattered and gnashed his teeth, end the creature hissed and 
squeaked, and running up, I found ho had got a big rat by the tail ; he w 
not let go, and the rat could not turn in the narrow cntranc 
soon puUed it out snd killed it with my stick. 

" The moand was a ciuioni looking erection, so I broke it open with some 
difficulty, and in doing this dislodged quite a dozen of the ccestuies. JSoDH I 
kiUof, butmanj-plimeed into the vatei Kui «M».f«^ 



■e to bite him, but I 
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ig their dwelling I found it a vaulted tunnel made of clay and 
mudjRnd thickly lined with ecdges, rushes, and water-lilj^ leavea. 

" There were other mounds or lodges close by. and seeking an entrance to one 
I stretched my gsme-bag acrosB it, and then hammered on the toof till a n-hole 
lot of rats epntng ont, several riKht inia the bag. I hit swaj' light and left, but 
beKsn lo repent of my audacity when I found the whole community swamiing 
about in the wildt'^t eii'itemcnt. some escaping, but many Etoppin; iu bewilder- 
moiit^ while others iiclwillv attacked lUe. 

" It was anything but pleasant, I nsaure you, and I began to think of Bishop 
Hatto in Ibc Mouse Tower on the Rhine. Koips liked it as little ns I did, and 
skipped about desperately to get out of their way, though he uov and then 
Heizcd a rat by the neck in hii teeth. 

" Just as I began to shout for help, Juno came dashii^ through the reeds and 
water, and made quick work with the enemy, all dying from her attack. 

" My motlicr had (treat diHiculty in forcing her nay through the mar^ to tlws 
wcne of action, bat reached me at last ; and we collected aU the alnin to show 
jou. and for the H]ike of their skins." 

This account excited my curiosity, and I went to examine the plaeo Ernest 
cU M.ribcd where I found, to mj surprise, an airangenient much like a bearer 
dam though on a small scale and lcs9 complete. 
"TotthiM di'cotcrcd a coloni of Beirer Bits," sud I to £mest, "so called 
from their resemblanee in doll 
and mamier of life to that won- 
derful creature. 

" Musk-rat, UmquMli, nd 
Ouilatra are other mi DWgiTW 
to them. The; \tnn, nn Me, 
webbed feet and flatteiMd taOt, 
and «e shall find tbtt Oar 
carry two imall rianda con- 
taining the KoitM culMtuieg 
called musk. The HMtner w« 
strip olT the skim the better, 
they irill be uaeftil foe ntaking 

.. . _ id Jack just returned from their 

, .... „ _. serpents, great or small, had been met 

with. 

Jack carried in his hat about a dozen eggs ; and Fritz had shot a couple of 
heath fowls, a cock anil hcu. 

We sat down to supper, Fianz en^er to partake of his capybaro.' Eren he 
himself made a face at the peculiar flavour of the meat. 

"It is the musk which you taste," said I'; and I described lo them tlievaiiom 
animals in which this strange liquid is found ; tlic musk-deer, musk-o.i, croco- 
dile, _ musk-iat of India (also riiUcd soudeli, whi.h taints a corked bottle 
of wine, if it only runs across it.) concluding with an account of the civet, 
i-allei! also civet -eat. 

" The civet," said I, " is a handsome black and white animal, and the per- 
fume obtained fVom it was formerly considered a valuable medicine; in the 
present day it is used chiefly ns a scent. Tliis odoriferous Bubstance is secreted. 
I.e., formed, in a double glandular pouch near the toil, and the Dutch keep tbe 
creature in captivity, so that it shall aflbrd them a continual supply. 

" The method of removing the civet perfume is ingenious. ITia animal is 
very quick and elastic in its movements, and having sharp teeth, it is not 
pleasant to handle. So it is put into a long narro'v cage in which it cannot 
turn round, a horn spoon is then introduced, and the perfume, a ttick oily stuff 
wunething like butter, is coolly scraped from the pouch, the plundered civet 
being then released from strai^^ht duvancc, unMil ^Iw wi^^l^ ia re-formed." 
Pretentlj Jack ran for Ma gome-We, '[iicAucuis Hnoa ^i>^ Vbi^^ had 
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foigotten. BcTcnl pale grem applet, quite new 
attention. 
*' ^'liy. wliat are tho«e? Am they ^rood 



ikol. 



ful poison or 

other, like the manctdncel, bo we brouglit tfaem for the iiupcction at tbv le.iruiil 
maater Knips," 

I took one and cat it in two, remarking that it rontnined a rircle of >ccd) or 
s, instead of the itoac of the manchinttl. At that moment Knip* alyl}- cnme 
ne, and annlchinK nn one ball, began to mumh it with the Ufeliest 
BiacdoD, an examplo which the boya vero so ca^^tr to /oilow that a general 
jnble eneued, and I hod some trouble in sevurjug a couple of the applet for 



beWnd 



Ereryuiie uecuiiiig wiairied by the lutigues of tl 



y^^^^^fl 







I, and the inmatca of 'Woodlands betook themselrea to 

umey, djrectiag our course 
rhere we had onve made a 
^maiDBd in pretty gooit con- 



A^ii early light we commenced the neit d^'e journey, directing our 
a point between the sugar-brake and the Gap, where we had " 



tort of arbour of the b- 

dition, we spread a sail-cloth o 

and made it Tet; comfocttble quarters 

Our oMect being (o search the neighbourhood for traces of the boa eonatrictor, 
or any of hia kindred, Fritz, Jack, and Franz went with mc to the augar-cane 
brake, and ntisfied ourselvca that our enemj bad not been there. It was bug 
aince we had enjoyed the freah juiue of these canee, and we were refreshing 
ourselTCa therewith, when a loud barking of dogi and loud rustling and 
rattling through the thicket of canea disturbed our pleasant occupation, and, as 
WE could see nothing a yard off where we stood, I hunied to the open ground, 
and with guna in readiness wc awaited what waa coming. 

In a few minutes a herd of creatures like little pigs iiaued from the tliichet, 
and made offin single file at a brisk trot; they were of a unilorm grey colour, 
and showed short aharp tuaks, 

U/ \raMy daaiiU-himl q>eedily laid law two a£ Ul^ tuiUi^^i', Uie oOieia 
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continued to follov the tcnilFr in line, icsroely turning aaida to mw the dead 
bodies of ihcir comnules, and maintaining tlie wine steady pace, atthou^ Fritx 
and Jack alM> ficed and killed eereinl. 

I felt certiun that these (vcre peocariea and racollected that an odoriferoui gland 
in tbe back must be removed immediately, otherwise the meat 1^ ill become tainted, 
and quite unfit to eat. This operation, with the help of my boj's, I accordingly 
perfoniied at once. 

PreBCntly hearing shots in the direction of the hul where we had left Ernest 
and his mother, I sent Jack to their aseiatance, desiring him to fetch the cart, 
that the booty might be conveyed ta our encampment, employing the time ofhia 
absence i>i opening and cleaaing the animals, thus reducing their weight. 

Ernest catae baek vith Jack and the curt, and told us that the proceffiion of 
peccaries had passed near the hut, and tliat he, with Juno's help, had secured 
three of them. 

I vas glad to hear this, as I had determined to cure a good supply of hama, 
and we made hnBlo to loud the cart ; the hoi's adorned it with flowers and green 
boughs, and with songs of triumph which made the woods ring they conTcyed 
the valuable supply of game to the hut, where their mother anxlouslj' waited 

After dinnpr \ii? n-l t'l wm\. iippn om- pigs, stpgeing and ei:alding off the 

. bristrea; J out out the hNuis, 

^^^^^^» ,_.^ divided aie flitehea, bcston-ed 

^^^^^^^HHSKS^^^^^^P ease on the dogs, and diligently 

I^^^^^^^HCnSB^^H^^^I^ I'le-ansfd and anlted tbc meal, 

^^^^BJ^^HKfi^^HHFlB ' while the boys prepared a shed, 

^^H^HO^HH^^^^BHfic \ n'here it was to. be hang to be 

VHBB^H||PiV?^M|^^Hyi^^ ^ ivred in the amoks of Gres of 

^tfffw^^VisS^^^^^L -■■■''^■^ ijTeenwootl, 

^^^«^BW™^®WBj^j^,C^^j This Unetpeoted biiainesa of 

>SHP__ r'oureo detained ua in the plnce 

..KLi-^Ai. ,. . for soma Idiuo. On the eecbnd 

'■'•■■.'i day, when ^e smokinaahed was 

ready, the boya were anxitn*. to cook the smaUest porkei in Qie Otaheitian 

fuabion. For this purpose they dug a hole, in which thay tumt a Qunntit}' of 

dry grass, sticks, and weeds, heating atcmea, which were placed Touaid the ndea 

'While the younger boys made ready the oven, Fritz singed and washed his 
peccary, etufflng it with potatoes, onions, and l^erbs, and a good sprinkling of 
salt and pepper. 

He then sewed up the opening, and enveloped tlie pig in large leaves to goatd 
it from the ashes and dust of its cooldng-plaee. 

The fire no longer blazed, bht the embers .and stones Vers glowing hot; the 
pif was earefuUy placed in the hole, covered over with hot ashes, and the whole 
With earth, so that it looked like a big male heap. 

Dinner was looked forward to with curiosity, ai well at appetite ; my wife, a* 
usual, distrusting our experiments, wsa not sanguine of success, and made ready 
some plain food ea a pU alter. 

She was well pleaaed with the curing-hut, which waa roomy enough to hsng 
all our hams and bacon. On a wide hearth in tho njiddle we kiidled a large Are, 
which was kept constantly amouldering by heaping ii with damp graai and grerai 
WDi>d. The hut being closed in above, ihe smoke filled it, and pmetrated the 
meat thoroughly : this prooesa it had to undergo for eevOTal daya. 
In a few hours Fritz gave notice that he was going to open his oven- 
Great eidtement prevailed aa he removed the euth, turf, and etonsa, and a 
delicioDi appetidng odour aroae from the opening. It was the amell of roaat 
jxtk, certainlf, but with a flavour of spicea which surprised ma, unldl I thought 
of the leaves m which the food hadb^uwia^^^^'o.^. 



} 
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looked a reriuu^blj weU-«Mked dish. Fritz was highl}^ complimented on his 
success, even by his mother. 

The scented leaves weii,.I thought, those of a tree which I knew to be found 
in Madagascar, called,' by tilbe natiTes, RaTtnsara, or ** good leaf." It is said to 
combine the scent of the nutmeg, clove, and cinnamon. The fruit is a species 
of nut, poasessiiig^ the scent of thiB leaves in a more delicate degree, and from it 
an oil or essence is distilled, which is h^hly valued in native cooker j. 

During the process of curing onr large suoply of hams and bacon, which occu- 
pied several days, we roamed about the neignbonrhood in all directions, finding 
no trace of the serpent, but making many valuable acquisitions, among which 
were some gigantic bamboos from fifty to sixty feet in length, and of proper- 
tioiiate thicteeSB. The^e, when cot across near the joints, formed capital casks, 
tubs, and pots ; while thQ long sharp thonls, which begirt the stem at intervals, 
were as strong and useful as iron nails. 

One day we made an exouraion to the farm at Prospect Hill, and were griev- 
ously provx>ked to find that tiie vagabond apes had been there, and wrought 
temble mischief, as before at Woodlands. 

The animals and poultry were scattered, and everj-thing in the cottage so torn 
and dirtied, that it was vain to tliink of setting things right that day. AVe 
therefore very unwillingly left the disorder as we found it, piu*posing to devote 
time to the work afterwards. 

When all was in readiness for the prosecution of our journey, we closed and 
barricaded the hiit, in which, for the present, we left the store of bacon ; and 
arranging our march in the usual patriarchal stylc^ we took our way to the 
Gap, file thorough defence of which uelile was the main object we had in view. 

Onr last haltmg-place being much enclosed by shrubs, bamboos, and brush- 
wood, we had during our stay opened a path thix)ugh the cane thicket in the 
direction we were about to travel ; this we now found of the greatest assistance, 
and Vie loaded cart passed on without impediment. 

The ground was open and tolerably level beyond, so that in a few hours we 
arrived at the extreme limit of our coast territory. 

We halted on the outskirts of a little wood behind which, to the right, rose 
the precipitous and frowning cliffs of the mountain gorge, while to the left 
flowed the torrent, leaving between it and the rocks the narrow pass we called 
the Gap, and passing onward to mingle its waters with the sea. 

The wood afibrded us pleasant shelter, and standing high, and within gunshot 
of the mouth of the rocky pass, I resolved to make it our camping place. Wo 
therefore unpacked the cart, and made our usual an-angcments for safety and 
comfort, not forgetting to examine the wood itself, so as to ascertain whether it 
harboured any dangerous animals. 

Nothing woi'se'thian wild cats was discovered. We disturbed several of these 
creatures in their pursuit of. birds and small game, but they fled at p\ir 
approach. 

By the time dinner was ready we felt much fatigued, and some houM of un- 
usually sultry and oppressive neat compelled us to rest untU towards evening, 
when returning coolness revived our strength. We pitched the tent, and then 
occupied ourselves with preparations for the next day, when it was my inten- 
tion to penetrate the country beyond the defile, and make a longer excursion 
across the Savannah, than had yet been undertaken. 

All was ready for a start at an early hour ; my brave wife consented to remain 
in camp witii Franz as her companion^ while the three elder boys, and all the 
dogs^ except Juno, went with me. 

We expected to find it somewhat difficult to make our way through the 
narrowest part of the pass, which had been so strongly barricaded rind nlanted 
Arith thorny shrubs, but found on the contrary that the fences and walls were 
broken down and disan-anged. It was t^us Very evident ihat the jg^eat einake, 
as well as the herd of peccaries, had made an eHtranee-hOre. 

This barricade was the first check that had beei^ placed by hand, of man iipon 
the wild free.wUl of nature in this ion<Ay piaoe; ^ 
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other inhabitante of tho wiida. Theu malons, hawerer, do not oomrtitute his 
entire diet; be feeds freely on graiBe*, datef^ and ham grain, when lie con 

" Doe« tho ostrieh utter any oiy ? " 

' ^ of (be ostiioli ie ■ deep hoUoir rambling Bound,, m mDch resembl- 



Jack mfui b» w 
has the boy foui 




We all hnatened taUieepot, and inaslishthollon'of the ground, beheld more 
fh»n twenty eg^, »a large a« an infant's head. 

The idea of durying more thnn t*-o away with uB waa prepoBteroua, although 
the boys, forgetting what the weight would be, seriously contemplated dearing 

They were natiBSed when n kind of landmaili had been set up, bo that if we 
returned wo might eEisily find the nest. 

As eaoh egg weighed about three poundB, the boys soon found the burden con- 
tdderable, even when tied into a handkerchief and carried like a basket. To 
ri'lteve them, I cut a strong elastic heath stick, and suspending an egg in its 
sling at eacb end, laid the oent atiok over Jack's shoulder, and like a Duteh 
daiij-raaid with her milk^paila, he stepped merrily along without ineen- 



We presently reached a marahy place bi 



g a little pool endenlly fed 



marked by the footsteps of many different sorts of animals; we 

bnffkloee, anlelapea, onagas or qu^gas, but no trace whatever of any kind of 
serpent ; hitherto our journey in senrch of monster reptiles had been elgnaliied 
by Tery satisfactory failure. 
By aiii brook we sat down to rest and take Bome food ; Frags presently <Be- 
MBpeared, and Jack esliing to hia pet iBsnatenii. ^mu coKsine at somethiBg 
friieh ie bad dug btaa the marah. Tailing i). tar ». iwA li ttn&« «ift.,lwk. 
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temi^t it for my imptrtion. I dipped it in 1 
my nirpiiae iaaai. a qiwer little liring oreslur 
my hand. It was it nnaU lortoise. 

"A tortoiae, I dwUrc!" cried Fritz. "What a long iray fram the k&. 
now came it here, I Tonder P " 

" Ferhnp* there bu been a toitoiie-ihoirtt," remarked Emeit. " One read* 
of &»-8hjiwen in the time of the andent Bonuiu." 

"Hollo, Proforaor! you're out for onee," «aiil 1. "Thie i* notMnpbuta 
mud-tortoiw, vbioli 
liTBB in wet, mnreli)' 
sroiuid and frein 
water. They ara 
oseful in gonlens ; 
for allhoupi the}" 
like a fev lettuce 
leaTea now nnd then, 
they will destroy 
nuinbeTB of anaila, 
gnilSi, ancl wonnn." 
BeiunimK oui- 

it a charming v^il- 
leji verdant, fmit- 
tiil, and ahaded by 
clampB of graeeful 
Inn. It ullbrded u« 
Oh greatest delight 
tnd refrrBbment to 
pau along thlq eoi,l 
and lovelv vale, 
which we a'srwl to 
Mil Gleu Terdant. 

could aee herde of 
antclopea or buD'aloee { 
feeding; liut as onr 
dog* contimittUy 
ranged a long way 
abend of us, they 
were quickly start- 
led, and TBniBhed up 
one or other of the 
narrow Borgea which 
opened out (>f tht; 
vallBj-. 

Following the im- 
perceptible winding! 
of the rale, we weci 
Gad ourselves iu coi 
the Jackal Care, ae 
cubbood. 

On recognising the epot, Ernest, who was 
hastened towatda it. TVe lost sight ot him fo: 
cry of terror, violent barking, and deep, surly growls. 

As we rushed forward, Emestmetus, looking white as ashes, and flailing o 

" A bear, a bear, felher ! He is coming after me ! " 

The boy clung to me in mortal fear. I felt his whole frame quivering. 

" Courage, my eon 1 " crifd I, disengaging myself from his giasp ; " we 
prepare for instent defence ! " 




I3« 
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The don daaheJ forward to join ths &aj, whaterer it vu; aod not long were 
we in doubt. To my no small constenuxtion, bji eoonnoua bear made Mb appear- 
ancc, quicklv foUowed by another. 

With levelled guns, my brave Fritz and I adTanced alowlf to meet them. 
Jack was also ready te fite, but the shock had ao unneired Emeat that he fiurly 
took to his hoela. We fired together, one at each bear ; but though hit, we 
nioniters were unfortunately only wounded. We found it moat difficult to take 
aim, aa the dogs beset them on all sides. Eowerer, they were much disabled, 
oneha.Tiiig the lowerjaw broken, uid the other, with a bullet in its shoulder, 




was cITectually lamed. The dogs, perceiring their adTantage, pressed more 
elosely round their foes, who yet del'ended themselTCH furiouaiy with frightful 
yell* of pain and rnge. Such was the confusion and perpetual motement of the 
struggle, that I {lured not tire again, seeing that oven elightly wounding one 
of our gallant hounds would instantly place iiim in the power of the raging bean. 

Watching our opportunitT, we suddenly advanced with loaded pigtols (a 
within a very few jiaccs of &g aniiiinls, and firing, both fell dead, one shot 
through the head, the other, in the act of rearing to spring oa Fri.tz, received 
his charge in its heart. 

"Thank heaven 1 " crisd 1, as with dull groans the brutes sank to the ground. 
" We have escaped the greatest peril we have yet encountered ! " 

The dogs continued to tear and worry the fallen foe, a< though unwilliug to 
trust the appearODCe of death. With feelings somewhat akin, I drew my 
iuating-bnife, and made assurance doubly sure. 
Seeing all safe, Jack raised a sUaiit ot viiAoty, ftiA -jiiai 'Einort might gain 
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courage to approach the scene of conflict, whieh at last he did, and joined us in 
examining the dangerous animals, os they lay motionless before us. 

Every point was full of interest, their wounds, their sharp teeth, their mighty 
claws, me extraordinary strength of neck and shoulder, all were remarked and 
commented on, and observing that the shaded brown hair was tipped with glossy 
white, I thought that these might be the silver bears mentioned in Captain 
Claire's Journey to the north-west coasts of America. 

** Well, my lads," said I^ *^if we have failed to catch sight of serpents, we 
have at least made good riddance of some other bad rubbish ! These fellows 
would one day have worked us woe, or I am much mistaken. What's to be 
done next?" 

**WhY, skin then^ to be sure," said Fritz. **We shall have a couple of 
splendid bear-skin rugs.' ' 

As ibis prooess would take time and evening drew on we dragged the huge 
carcases into their den, to await our return, concealing them with boughs of 
trees and fencing the entrance as well as we could. ThQ ostrich eggs we also 
left behind us, hidden in a sandy hole. 

By ranset we reached the tent, and joyfully rejoined the mother and Franz, 
right glad to find a hearty meal prepared for us, as well as a large heap of 
brushwood for the watch-fire. 

When a full account of our adventures had been given, with a minute and 
ipeoial description of the bear-fight, the mother related what she had done 
during our absence. She and Franz had made their way through the wood up 
to the rocks behind it, and discovered a bed ofpure white clay, which it seemed 
to lier mig^t be used for making porcelain. Then she had conlzived a drinking- 
tnugh for the cattle out of a 8i>Ut bamboo. 

She had arranged a hearth in a sheltered place by building up large stones, 
eemented with the white clay ; and, finally, she had cut a quantity of canes and 
Ivought them, on the cart, to be in readiness for the building we had in hand. 

I praised the thoughtful diligence which had efiiected so much that was of 
-ntX and definite use. In order to try the clay I put some balls of it in the fire 
BOW kindled to bum during the night, and we then betook ourselves to rest 
under shelter of our tent. 

I awoke at dawn and aroused my little party. My first idea was to examine 
the day balls, which I found baked hard and nnely glazed, but too much melted 
. down by the heat— a fault which, seeing the excellent tiuality of the clay, I knew 
^ it would be well worth while to remedy. 

After breakfast, and our accustomed devotions, we harnessed the cart, and took 
liie way to the bear's den. Fritz headed the party, and, coming in sight of the 
entrance to the cave, called out softly : 

'* Make haste and you will see a whole crowd of wild turkeys, who seem to 
have come to attend the funeral obsequies of their respefted friend and neigh- 
bour. Bruin, here. But their appears to be a jealous watcher who is unwilling 
to admit the visitors to the bed of state ! " 

The Watcher, as Fritz called him, was an immensely large bird, with a sort 
of comb on his head, and a loose fleshy skin hanging from beneath the beak. 
Part of the neck was bare, wrinkled and purplish-red, while around it, resting 
on the shoulders, was a downy collar of soft white feathei-s. The plimiage was 
greyish-brown, marked here and there with white patches ; the feet appeared to 
be armed with strong claws. This great bird guarded the entrance to the cave, 
occasionally retiring into it himself for a few minutes ; but as soon as the other 
birds came pressing in after him, he hurried out again, and they were forced to 
retire. 

We stopoed to observe this curious scene, and were startled suddenly by a 
mighty rush of wings in the air above us. We looked up ; at the same moment 
Fritz 'fired, and an enoiinous bird fell heavily head foremost on the rocks, by 
which its neck was broken, while blood fiowed from a wound in the breast. 

We had been holding back the dogs, but they, with Fritz, now rushed towarda 
the cave, the birds jishig around them and. 4epax\^ii^ \rv!Csi \m5».^^ ^^^^^g^s^ 
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flight, lujvin; oul; Fritz'* prue, and one of the other bird*, Idlled by the large 

With the utmost caatioD I entereil the care, and rejoiced to And that the 
ton^ie B.nd eyes onlv of the be&n had bees d«Toai«d: a little later and we 
■hould hare had the handsome akina peeked and torn to ragi, and aU duuDe of 

. of the large bird from tip to tip, I fbund the length 



a and bears'-pawa eone. 

,.1 meHBuring toe wings oi , .. _j, ^„ 

exceeded eleren feet, and concluded it to be a coodor ; it wu eridenOj th« 



mate of the " Watcher,'' ai Friti called file first we M. . 
To work we now went on the beara, and no alight aKlr we foond it to ddn 
and cut them up, bi^ 
by ^t of peraeTer- 
anoe we atiaat anc- 




and took off the teat 
of the meat in aliee* 
niter the manner of 

the West Indies, prc- 
Berviog the pawa en- 
tire to be oDokedaa 
a delicncy, and ob- 
taining iVom the two 
bears together a pro- 
digioue supply of 
knl, which my wif^ 
gladly undertook to 
melt and prepare tat 
kcepiug. 

The bonea and 
olTal we drew to 
some distance with 
the help of our cat- 
tle, an3 made the 
birds of the an- moat 
nrelcame to feast 
upon it. Tliis, with 
the HBsiBtancc of all 
elTuRtuftlly that bi'fnre n-e 1,'ft the place the skulU 

were picked jperfcclly clean, the sun'had dried theui, and they were ready for 

us to carry off to our mu^um. 
The ekinshad to be very eirefiiUy scraped, washed, salted, cleansed with aahci, 

and dried : wliioh occupied fully two days. 
I was lamenting our distance from the Kaacnsara tree, the leaves of which had 

flavoured our roost peccary bo nicely, when I observed among the brushwood 
1 us, n climbing plant, 
id a vine, and the fruit 

grew in cliiBtera like cnrranta. Some were red, and some of green colour, which 

1 supposed to denote rarious degrees of ripeness. They were hard, and the outer 

I recognised in this the Pepper plant, a diacoTery particularly agreeable 

The bays flooo ^thered a large aupply ; the red berries were soaked in Mlt 
and irater for several days, then waaned anl r>A^i«d, sn^ %iu&j , W:w&\iis ^jer- 
AcHf white, were dried in the bud. Xd» lieeAmetA il 1^ ^kbil Nwtnsn -«& 
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simple; tLey were merely exposed to the sun's hent for a day or two, and then 
stored : in tnis way we oDtained enough, hoth of bluek and white pepper, to lust 
US a very long time. 

I took also a number of young plants, that we might have p'cppcr growinp: at 
Bockburg and our yarious settlements. Some roots of another plnnt were also 
taken, imidh. from the pods, ap^ared to bo a kind of bean. 

We were glad of this occupation during the tedious business of smoking the 
bear's meat, and ayailed ourselyes of the leisure time by also preparing for 
stuffing the condor and the tiurkey buzzard, urubu or black Vulture — lor I could 
not determine to which species the smaller bird belonged. 

The four boys at length became so weary of inaction, that I determined to let 
them make an excursion alone on the Savannah. Three of them received this 
permission with eager delij^ht, but Ernest said he would prefer to remain with 
as; to which, as the expedition was to be entirely one of pleasure, I could make 
no objection. 

Little Franz, on the other hand, whom I would willingly have kept with us, 
was wild to go with his brothers, and I was obliged to consent, as I had made the 
proposal o^en to allj and c'ould not draw bark. 

In the highest spuits they ran to bring their steeds (as wc were fain to call the 
cattle l^ey rode) n^m their pasturage at a short distance. Speedily were they 
saddled, bridled, and mounted — the three lads were ready to be off. 

It was my wish that our sons should cultivate a habit of bold independence, 
for well I loiew that it might be the will of God to druiive them easily of their 
parents ; when, without an enterprising spirit of self-reliance, their position 
would be truly miserable. 

My gallant Fritz possessed this desirable quality in no small degree, and to 
him I committed the care of his young brothers, charging them to look up to and 
obey him as their leader. 

lliey were well armed, well moimted, had a couple of good dogs ; and, with a 
hearty "God speed and bless you, my boys ! '* I let them depart. 

We, who remained behind, passed the day in a variety of useful occupations. 

Tbe bears^ meat, which was being cuixkI in a smoking shed such as that 
we set up for the peccary hams, required a good deal of attention from my wife. 
Ernest had a fancy for makixig ornamental cups from the ostrich eggs, while I 
investigated the interior of the cave. 

I found the inner wall to consist of a kind of talc, mingled with threads 
of asbestos, and also indications of mica. Examining further, I detached a large 
block, and found to my joy that I could split it into clear transparent sheets, 
which would serve admirably for window panes. 

My wife saw this substitute for glass with nnfelgned satisfaction, declaring, 
that although she would not complain, yet the want of glass for Windows had 
been a downright trouble to her. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

The boys return and give an account of their adventures— How tlh^y captuvoil tlie Ante- 
lopes—How Fritz caught the Rabbits, and Jack rode down the Gazelles — How they 
followed the Honey Bird, and Jack tried to rob the Bees* byke — We sup on the 
Bears' paws— Across tlie desert again— Sight three Ostriches— The male, bird cap- 
tured— We secure him between Storm and Grumble— The mother's astonishment at 
our new pet— Return to Woodlands— Home again— We establish colonies on Shark 
and Whale Islands— Turn our attention to agriculture— The difficulties of Ostrich 
training— My patent saddle and bridle— I exercise my ingenuity in various trades. 

As evening approached, the bears* -paws, which were stewing for supper, sent 
forth savoury odours; and we sat talking round the fire, while listening 
anxiously for sounds heralding the return of out yo\ui^ «tli^Vox^i«« 
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At bit the tramp uid bea.t of hoofa «truek anr eus ; th« little troop appeared, 
rro:eiiig tlte open ground before us at a sharp trot, and a ihiill ringing cheer 
greeted us oa we rose and went to meet them. 

They sprang from their Baddies, the animalfl vere vet at liberty to refreili 
themsrlveii, and the rideia eagerly came to exhibit their acquiaidona and give an 
account of IhemaelTes. 

Funny figurci they cut ! Fnms and Jack had each a young kid along on lus 
back, BO that the four legs, Ued together, stuck out under thdr china. 

i'AU't game-bag looked remarkably queer—round lumpi, sharp pointy and an 

occasional movemeot Beemed to indicate a iixing creature or creatima within. 

" Ilurrab, for the chase, father! " cried Jack. "Nothing like real hunting 

alter bU. And juatto 

•i Bee bow Storm and 

Grumble go along over 

a gtaasy plain! It ii 

penectly splendid ! We 

. soon tired out the little 

antelopea, and were 

able to catch them." 

" Tea, fctber," aaid 
Frani; "and Fiib has 
two Angora rabUta in 
his ba^, and we wanted 
to bring you bmm 
boney. Only think '. 
euch a clever bird— a 




Friti. . _ 

driven a little herd at 
antelopes right through 
the Gap into our tern- 
'tory; and there they 
are, all ready for ua to 
bunt when we like— 

" Well done ! " cried 
"here is indeed a 
of achieTementi. 
to your mother and 
..-, the chief thing ot 
all, ia Qod's goodness in brin^ug you safe back to t^ Now, let u* hear the 
whole Btory that we may lui 
" We had u splendid ride,' nuu mii, 

defllethroughourRockyBarrier, and the „ 

Btceda galloped along, nearly the whole way, at the top of their apeed. ^i.. 
we had passed through the Gap we moderated our furioui pace and Kept our eyes 
open on the look-out for game ; we then trotted elowly to the top of a gnaay 
hill, bora whoae aummit we saw two bei-da of animals, whether antelope*, goats, 
or gazelles, we did not know, grazing by the aide of the etream below tu. We 
were about to gallop down and try to get a shot at them, when it struck me that 
it would be wiser to try and drive the whole herd Ihiough the Gap into our ovn 
domain, where Uiey would ba ahut up, as it were, in a park, free and yet within 
reach. Down the hill we rode as hurd as we could go, formed in a semi-circle 
behind the larger herd — magnificent antelopes— and. aided by the doga, with 
thoalattndcrimdroyaibem along thealieuaUmfti^'CbBQw);!* weounentar 
Hie opening tbej appeared inclined to tail an4 tovm'oSia A««s i&nufi. Wm^nTes 



Glen Verdant, and away to t 
ig ^ as so cool and freahuiat o 
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into tliB Iratctaer'B yard; and it vu tH ire could do to prcTentthem from baltmg 
put m ; but, at leagtli, one made a nuh at the opening and, the retl fallovini;, 
ibsy ware hood alt on the other ride of the frontier and inhabitanta of New 
Switzerland." 

" Capital," I laid, '^caintd, mj boy ! But I don't »ee what i* to make them 
lemain inhabitanta of our domain, or to prevent them from returning througli 
the Gap whenever they feel inclined." 

"Stop, father, he rephed, "you intemtpted me too soon ; we thou;;ht of thnt 
poaiibili^ too, and proiided aeainst it. We ilretched k lung line rizlil spmM 
the defile and stmag on it feathers and ra^ and all Mrte of other thiiig«, which 
danced and fluttered in the wind, and looked to ■Irunge that I am perfortly 
certain that the herd will nerer attempt to paae it ; in fart, Lcvaillant, from 
wliom I teamed the trick, saya In hia 'Voyage hu Cap dc Bonne ^>pcranl^e,' thnt 
file fiottentota make use of the method for penning in the antelupta they hure 
can^t in the chaae." 

^'WoU done," said I, 
] glad to lee that 

■- -. Trhat you 

e nntelopea 

to iftw 

Switiertand, but, my 
boy," I added, ' ' I cannot 
ny the «amB for tho 
nbhits you hare there ; 
they increase so rapidly 
that if yon eatabiiBh a 
colony of the little 
wretthe* yonr neit diffi- 
culty will bo to get lid 
of t£ein." 

" TVue," ho replied, 
"but my idea wm to 
pbwe them upon Wliale 
Island, where thej would 
find abundant fend, and 
at the aame tune in no 
way trouble ua. May I 
not eatobli»h a warren 

there F It would be so useful. Do you know my eagle caught these prettj little 
fdlowa for me ? I saw a number of them running about and eo unhooded him, and 
in a few minutes he brought me three— one dead, with whose body I rewmiled 
him, andtheae two here, unhurt." 

" How, father," said Jack, interrupling Mm, " do listen io me and hear my 
atoTj, or elae EViti will begin upon my adventures and tire you out with his rij!- 
marole descriptions." 

"Certainly, Jack," I said, "I am quite readyto listen lo you. Firet and fore- 
nimtly, how did you bring down those beautiful little animals yon have there ? " 

"Ob, we galloped them down. The doga sniffed about in tbe grass whilo 
Fritz waa away after the rabbits, out popped these little fawns and swar they 
went boandin; and skipping, at tbe rate of thirty miles an hour, with &ton», 
Qnunble, and the doga at Ihcir heels. In about a quarter of on hour we had left 
the dogs behind and were close upon our prey. Down went the little creatures 
in the grass, and, overcome with terror and fatigue, were at our mercy. So we 
■boated to Fritz, and — " 

"Mydear bov," said I, "according to your statement, Fritz must liave been 
leren milea and a half off." 

" Oh, well, father, perhaps we did not ride for quite a quarter of an hour, and, 
of course, I can't say eiactlj how feat we were going ; and then, you see, the 
bwna did not run io a straight line ', at any rate Fnti heard us, and he and 
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Franz and I Icnshcd the legs of )lie pretty creattmesj andtben we. mounted again, 
and prenently saw a- \sTetch of a cnckoo, who led ns ever so far out of 6ur course 
by cuckooing and making faces at us and then h(»ping awaj. Franz declared it 
must be an enchanted princess, and so I thought I would nd it of its spell ; but 
Fritz stopped mie shooting it, and said it was a * Honey Indicator,', and that it 
was leading us probably to a bees' byke,so we spared its life, and presently, 
sure enough, it stopped close by a bees' nest in a hollow tree. This was capital, 
we thought, and, as we were in a great hurry to taste the honey, I threw in a 
lot of lighted lucifer matches, but somehow it did not kill the oees at all, but 
only made them awftilly angry, and they flew out in a body and stung me all 
over. I rushed to Storm and sprang on his back, but, though I gallorod away 
for bare life, it was an age before I got rid of the little vrretches, ana now my 
face is in a perfect fever. I think I will get mother to bathe it for me ; " and off 
rushed tiie noisy boy, leaving Fritz and me to see to the&wns aqd examine the 
rabbits. With these latter I determined to do as Fritz proposed, namely, to 
colonise Whale Island with them. I was all the more willing to do this because 
I had been considering the advisability of establishing on that island a fortress 
to which we might retreat in any ex^iaeme.. danger, and where we should be very 
thankful, in case of such a retreat, to possess means of obtaining a constant 
supply of animal food. 

Having ministered to tthe wants of the antelopes, I tried to interest the boys 
in my discovery of the block of talc, but just then their mother summoned us to 
dinner. 

The principal dish in this meal consisted of the bears* paws — most savoury 
smelling delicacies, so tempti,ng tha^. 'ttieir clos? resemblance to human hands, 
and even the roguish " Fe^^Eb^l^i^J* ^^ Jack, did not prevent a single member 
of the family fVom Enjoying tt^em mqit heartily. 

Supper over, we lit our watch -$»») retired tooiu'tent and slept soundly. 

We nad been working very dilLgekitly ; the bears* meat was smoked, the fet 
melted down and stored, and a large supply of bamboos collected. But I wished 
to make yet another excursion , and at early dawn I aroused the boys. 

Fritz mounted thl) mule, I rodQ Lightfoot, Jack and Franz took their usual 
steeds and, with thelivo dogs, ;^ galloped off— first to visit the euphorbia to 
collect the gum, and "^en to disote^r whether the ostrich had deserted her eggs 
in the sand. * 

Ernest watched us depart without the slightest look or. sigh of regret, and 
returned to the tent to assist his mother and study his books. 

Our steeds carried us down the Green Valley at a rapid rate, and we followed 
the directioil we had pursued onbtlr former expedition. We soon reached Turtle 
Marsh, and then, filling our water-flasks, we arrived at the rising groiind where 
Fritz discovered the mounted Arabs. 

As Jack and Franz wanted a gallop, I allowed them, to press forward, while 
Fritz and I visited the euphorbia' trees. A quantity of the red gum had exuded 
from the incisions I had made, a:rfd as this had coagulated in the sun, I rolled it 
into little balls and stored it in a bamboo jar I had brought with me for the 
purpose. ' 

As we rode after the boys, who were some way ahead, Fritz remarked : — 

** Did you not tell me that the juice of that tree was poisonous, father ; why 
have you collected such a quantity ? " 

" I did indeed say so,** I replied ; " it is a most deadly poison. The inhabitants 
of the Cape of Good Hope use it to poison the ronngs where wild animals 
assemble to quench their thirst ; and they thus slaugnter an immense number of 
the creatur S for the sake of their hides. * I intend, however, to use it to destroy 
the a]>es should they 9^fdn commit depredations, and also in preparing the skins 
of animals to protect them fi*om the attacks of insects.'* 

The two boys were still at jsome distance from us, when suddenly four magni- 
ficent ostriches rose from the sand where they had be^n sitting. 

Jack and Franz perceived them, and wi^ 8l gteat %l^Q\it, drove thdm towards 
u». In Hxmt. rin a splendid male .\)iird,'\nA lea^^bLfis^ <>t ^iD^xfm% ^^^sa^^^vs^^ Ids 
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great tail plume waving behind. Three females of an ashen grey colour followed 
him. They approached us with incredible swiftness, and were within gun-shot 
before they perceived us. Fritz had had the forethought to bind up the beak of his 
ea^e, so {hat, diould he bring down an ostrich, he might be unable to injure it. 

He now thiW up the &lcon which, towering upwards, swooped down upon the 
head of the foremost bird, and so confused and alarmed him, that he could not 
defend himself nor continue his flight. 80 greatly was his speed checked that 
Jack oyertook him, and hurling his lasso, enfolded his wingrt and legs in its 
deadly coHs, and brought him to the ground. The other ostriches were almost 
out of sight, so leaving them to their own devices, we leaped from our steeds and 
attempted to approach the captured bird. He struggled fearfully, and kicked 
with such viol^ice ngfat and left, that I almost despaired of getting him home 
alive. 

It occurred to me, however, that if we could cover his eyes, his fury might be 
subdned. I instantly acted upon this idea, and flung over his head my coat and 
hunting-bag, which effectually shut out the lijrht. 

No sooner had I done this than his struggles ceased, and wc were able to 
approach. We first secured round his body a broad strip of sealskin, on each 
8106 of which I fastened a stout piece of cord, that I might be able to lead him 
easily. Then, fastening another cord in a loop round his legs that ho 
might be prevented from breaking into a gallop, wc released him from the coils 
of the lasso. 

" Do you know," said I to the boyp, " how the natives of India secure a newly- 
captured elephant ? '* 

"Oh, yesV* said Fritz; ** they fasten him between two tame elephants. 
We'll do that to this fine fellow, and tame him double quick.'* 

" The only difficulty will be," remarked Jack, " that we have no tame 
ostriches. However, 1 daresay Storm and Grumble will have no objection to 
perform their part, and it will puzzle even this great monster to run away 
with them." 

So we at once began operations. Storm and Grumble were led up on either 
side of the recumbent ostrich, and the cords secured to their girths. Jack and 
Franz, each armed with a stout whip, mounted their respective steeds, tho 
wrappers were removed from the bird's eyes, and we stood by to watch "what 
would next occur. • 

For some moments after the return of his sight he lay perfectly still, then 
he arose with a bound and, not aware of the cords which hampered him, 
attempted to dash fonR'ards. The thongs were stout, and he was brought to 
his knees. A fruitless struggle ensued, and then at length seeming to accommo- 
date himself to circumstances, he set off at a sharp trot, his guards making 
the air re-echo with their merry shouts. These cries stimulated the ostrich to 
yet ftirther exertions, but he was at length brought to a stand by the deter- 
mined refusal of his four-footed companions to continue such a race across 
loose sand. 

The boys having enjoyed the long run, I told them to walk with the prisoner 
slowly home, while Fritz and I retumedf to examine the ostrich's nest. The 
eggs were quite warm, aod I was certain that the mother had quite recently 
left the nest ; leaving about half, I packed the rest of the eggs in a large bag 
I had brought for the purpose, and slung it carefully on the saddle before me. 
We soon caught up our advance guard, and without other notable incident 
reached our tent. 

Astonishment and dismay were depicted on the face of the mother as wc 
approached. 

**My dear husband," she exclaimed, "do you think our provisions so 
abundant that you must scour the deserts to find some great beast to assist us 
to devour them. Ton must discover an iron mine next, for iron is what 
ostriches chiefly live on, is it not ? Oh ! I do wish vou would be content with 
the menagerie you have already collected, instead of bringing in a specimen of 
eVery beast you come aero; s. And this la such a \x«de^ lOSYy&Xftt \" 
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« Useless! mother/' exclaimed Jack, '*you would not say bo had you seen 
him run ; why he avIU be the fleetest courser in our stables. I am going to 
make a saddle and bridle for him, and in future he shall be my only steed. 
Then as for his appetite, father declares it is most delicate, he only wants 
a little fruit and grass, and a few stones and tenpenny nails to help his 
dijrestion." 

The way in which Jack assumed the proprietorship of our new prize seemed 
to strike his brothers as rather cool, and tnere was instantly a cry raised on 
the subject. 

**Very well," said Jack, "let us each take possession of the part of the 
ostrich we captured. Tour bird, Fritz, seized the head; keep that; father 
shall have the body, I'll have the legs, and Franz a couple of feathers from 
the tail." 

" Come, come," said I, " I think that Jack has a very good right to the 
ostrich, seeing that he brought it to the ground, and if he succeeds in taming 
it and converting it into a saddle-horse it shall b« his. From this time, 
therefore, he is responsible for its training." 

The day was now too far advanced to allow us to think of setting out for 
Rockburg, so we fastened up the ostrich between two trees, and devoted the 
remainder of the evening to making preparations for our depa^ure. 

At early dawn our picturesque caravan was moving homewards. The ostrich 
continuea so refractory that we were obliged to make him again march between 
Storm and Grumble, and as these gallant steeds were thus employed, the cow 
was harnessed to the cart, laden with our treasures. Room was left in the cart 
for the mother, Jack and Franz mounted Storm and Grumble, I rode Lightfoot, 
and Fritz brought up the rear on Swift. 

At the mouth of tne Gnp we callod a halt, and replaced the cord the boys 
had strung with ostrich feathers by a stout palisade of bamboos. I also took 
the opportunity of collecting a store of pipe-clay, as I intended during the 
winter months, which were close at hand, to try my hand at china making. 

When we reached the sugar-cane grove, we again stopped to collect the 
peccary hams we had left to be smoked ; and my wife begged me to gather 
some seeds of an aromatic plant which grew in the neighbourhood, and which 
had the scent of vanilla. I obtained a good supply, and we movc^ forward 
towards Woodlands, where we intended to rest for the night, after our long and 
fatiguing march. 

Our tent was pitched, and on our beds of cotton we slept soundly. 

Next morning earlv we examined our farmyard, which appeared in a most 
prosperous and flourishing condition. The sight of all these domestic animals 
made us long even more than ever for our home at Bockburg, and we deter- 
mined to hasten thither with all possible speed. 

The number of our pigs, goats, and poultry had greatly increased since we 
had last visited our colony ; and some of these, two fine broods of chickens 
especially, my wife wished to take back with her. 

We found that the herd of antelopes which Fritz and Jack had driven through 
the Gap, had taken up their abode m the neighbourhood, and several times we 
saw the beautiful animals browsing amongst the trees. 

While at the farm, we repaired both the animals' stalls, and our dwelling 
room, that the former mignt be more secure against the attacks of wild 
beasts, and the latter fitted for our accommodation when we diould visit 
the spot. 

Everything at len^h being satisfactorily arranged, we again retired to rest, 
and early next mommg completed our ioumev to Rockburg. 

By mid-day we were once more settled at nome. Windows and doors were 
thrown open to admit fresh air ; the animals established in their stalls ; and the 
cart's miscellaneous cargo discharged and arranged. 

As much time as I could spare, I devoted to the ostricli, whom we 
fastened, for the present, between two bamboo posts in front of our dwelling. 
I then turned my attention to the eg^ ^e \isA \»Qi\aL^\.^«xid which I deter* 
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mined to hatch, if possible, by ai-tificiul heat. For this purpose I arranged a 
stove, which I maintained at an uniform temperature, and on it 1 placed the 
^%^ carefully wrapped in cotton wool. 

Next morning Fntz and I went off in the boat first to Whale Island, there to 
establish our colonists, the Angora rabbits, and then to Shark Island, where we 
placed the dainty little Antelopes. Having made them happy with their liberty 
and abundance of food, we returned as quickly as possible to cure the 
be&rs' -skins, and add the provisions we had brought to the stores lying in 
our cellar. 

As we returned, we caught up Jack, making his way in great glee towards 
Bockburg. He was carrying, in a basket, an immense eel, which he and Ernest 
bad secured. 

Ernest had set, on the previous night, a couple of lines ; one had been dragged 
away, but on the other they found tbis splendid fellow. 

It proved delicious. Half was prepared for dinner, and the other half salted 
and stowed away. 

We now, for a short time, again turned our attention to our duties about the 
house. 

lliinking that the verandah would be greatly improved by some erocpei-s, I 
sowed round the foot of each bamboo pillar, vanilla, and pepper-seed, as well as 
that of other creeping plants, which would not only give the house a pleasanter 

Tct, but also afford us shade during the summer months, 
constructed a couple of hen-coops too, for the hens and their little chicks 
which we had brought from Woodlands, for I knew that if I left them unpro- 
tected, the inquisitive dispositions of Knip and Fangs might induce them to 
make anatomical experhnents which would be detrimental to the welfare of 
the youngsters. 

Ernest's rat-skins were voted a nuisance within doors, and were tied together 
and hung up outside ; so powerful was the odour they emitted, that even then 
Jack would pretend to faint every time he passed near them. 

The museum received its additions : the condor and vulture were placed there, 
to be stuffed when we should find time during the rainy season. The mica and 
asbestos, too, were brought in for the present, not to lie there idle, but to wait 
until I could use them as I intended, for china and lamp-wicks. 

Having occupied two days in this way, we turned our attention to other duties : 
the cultivation of a wheat, barley, and mai^se tield, the management of the 
ostrich's eggs, and the taming of tine captives. 

As agriculture was, though the least to our taste, the most important of these 
several duties, we set about it first. The animals drew the plough, but the 
digging and hoeing taxed our powers of endurance to the utmost. 

We worked two hours in the morning and two in the evening. Fully 
did we realize the words of Scripture : " In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread." 

In the interval we devoted our attention to the ostrich. But our efforts on 
behalf of his education seemed all in vain. He appeared as untameable as 
ever. I determined, therefore, to adopt the plan which had subdued the 
refractory eagle. 

The effect of the tobacco fumes almost alarmed me. The ostrich sank to the 
ground and lay motionless. Slowly, at length, he ai'ose, and paced up and 
down between the bamboo posts. 

He was subdued, but to my dismay resolutely refused all food. 1 
feared he would die; for three *days he pined, growing weaker and weaker 
each day. 

"Food he must have!" said I to my wife; "food he must have!" The 
mother determined to attempt an experiment. She prepared balls of maize 
flour, mixed with butter. One of these she placed witnin the bird*s beak. He 
swallowed it, and stretched out his long neck, looking inquiringly for a second 
mouthful. A second, third, and fourth ball foUoweid the first. His appetito 
reiwmedf and hia strength came again. 
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All the wild nature of the bird had gone, and I saw with delight that we 
might begin his education as soon as we chose. Bice, guavas, maize, and com 
he ate readily — washinq it down, as Jack expressed it, with small pebbles, to 
the great surprise of Franz, to whom I explained that the ostrich was merely 
following the instinct common to all birds ; that he req[uired these pebbles to 
digest his food, just as smaller birds require gravel. 

After a month of careful training, our captive would trot, gallop, obey the 
sound of our voice, feed from our hand ; ana, in fact, showed himsdf perfectly 
docile. Now our ingenuity was taxed to the utmost. How were we to saddle 
and bridle a bird F First, for a bit for his beak. Yasue ideas passed through 
my mind, but every one I was obliged to reject. A plan at length occurred to 
me. I recollected the effect of light and its absence upon the ostrich, how his 
movements were checked by sudden darkness, and how, with the lignt, power 
returned to his limbs. 

I immediately constructed a leathern hood, to reach from the neck to the 
beak, cutting holes in it for the eyes and ears. Over the eye-holes I contrived 
square flaps or blinkers, wMch were so arranged with whalebone springs that 
they closed tightly of themselves. The reins were connected with these 
blinkers, so that the flaps might be raised or allowed to close at the rider's 
pleasure. 

When both blinkers were open, the ostrich would gallop straight ahead; 
close his right eye and he turaed to the left, close his left and he turned to the 
right, shut both and he stood stock still. 

I was justly proud of my contrivance, but, before I could really test its 
utility, I was obliged to make a saddle. After several failures, I succeeded iu 
manufacturing one to my liking and in properly securing it ; it was something 
like an old-fashioned trooper's saddle, peaked Hefore and behind — for my great 
fear was lest the boys should fall. This curious-looking contrivance I placed 
upon the shoulders as' near the neck as possible, and secured it with strong girths 
round the wings and across the breast, to avoid all possibility of the saddle 
slipping down the bird's sloping back. 

I soon saw that my plan would succeed, though skill and considerable practice 
was necessary in the use of ray patent bridle. It was difficult to remember that 
to check the courser's speed it was necessary to slacken rein, and that the tighter 
the reins were drawn, the faster he would fly. We at length, however, all 
learned to manage Master Hurricane, and the distance between Rockburg and 
Falconhurst was traversed iu an almost incredibly short space of time. The 
mai-vellous speed of the bird again revived the dispute as to the ownership, and 
I was obliged to interfere. 

" Jack shall retain the ostrich," said I, " for it is most suited to him ; he is a 
lighter weight than either of vou his elder bi'others, and Franz is not yet strong 
enough to manage such a fleet courser. But he is so far to be considered 
common property, that all may practise on him occasionally ; and, in a case of 
necessity, any one may mount him.** 

Our field work was by this time over. The land had been ploughed and sown 
with wheat, barley, and maize. On the other side of Jackal River we had planted 
potatoes and cassava roots, and all sorts of other seeds had been carefully sown. 

We had not neglected the ostrich's eggs, and one day JFVitz intix>duced me 
with great glee to three littlw ostriches. I3ut alas, the little creatures were not 
destined to enjoy life for long. One died almost as soon as it was hatched, and 
the others, after tottering about on their stilt-like legs for a few days, followed 
its example. 

I now found time to turn my attention to the bears* skins, which required 

prepairation before they would be fit for use as leather. They had been salted 

and dried, and now required tanning. I had no tan, however. This was 

unfoi-tunate ; but not to be deterred from my pui-pose, I determined to use a 

mixture of honey and water in its place. 

TJ10 experiment proved successful. "WYien ^iift ^ta ^«t«i ^a\<eA. Wva^ remained 

fexible and free from smell, while the i\K ^aa wt^ wxi^ f^w»^» 
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This was not the only result of the experiment, for the hooey- water which I 
bbiled appeared so clear and tempting, that it struck me that I might .prepare ftt>m 
it an excellent drink. I put by some of the liquid before makiug use of it as tan, 
and reboiled it with nutmeg and cinnamon. .The preparation, which much 
resembled English mead, was pronounced delicious, and the mother begged me 
to brew a lai^e supply. As our cellar was now well stocked with proYisions for 
the winter, and our other preparations were completed, I was able to turn my 
attention to details of lesser importance. The boys had been clamouripg for 
hats, and as my success in so many trades had suipriBcd me, I agreed t't turn 
hatter for the nonce. With the rat-skins and a solution of india-rubber, I 
produced a kind of felt, which I dyed a brilliant red with cochineal, and 
stretching this on a wooden block I had prepared, I pa^ssed over it a hot ii'on, to 
smoo'.h the nap, and bj next morning had the satisfaction of presenting to my 
wife a neat little red Swiss cap, to be lined and finished by her for one of the bovf . 
The mother admired the production immensel;^, and uning it wiUi silk, added 
yet more to its gay appearance, by adorning it with ribbons and ostridi feathers, 
and finally placed it upon the head of little Franz. 

So delighted was everyone with the hat, that all were eager to be similarly 
provided, and begged me to manufacture more. I readily agreed to do so, as 
soon as they should furnish me with the necessary materials, and advised them 
to make half-a-dozen rat traps, that they might secure the water rats with 
which the sti^am abounded, and whose lich glossy fur would serve admirably 
for felt. 

Every fifth animal that they brought me* I told them should be mine, that I 
might obtain material for a hat for myself and their mother. 

The boys at once agreed to this arrangement, and began the manufacture of 
the traps, which were all so made that they should kill the rats at once, for I 
covdd not bear the idea of animals being tortured or imprisoned. 

While they were thus engaged I applied myself to the manufacture of 
porcelain. I first cleaned the pipeclay and talc from all foreign substances, and 
made them ready to be beaten down with water into a soft mass, and then 
prepared my moulds of gypsum plaster. These preparations were at length 
madC) .and the moulds received a thin layer of the porcelain material. When 
tiiis was partly baked, I sprinkled over it a powder of coloured glass beads 
which I had crushed, and which looked very pretty in patterns upon the trans- 
parent porcelain. • 

Some of my ichina vessels cracked with the heat of the stove, some were very 
ill-shaped ; but, after many failures, I succeeded in producing a set of white 
cups and saucers;, a cream-jug, a sugar-basin, and half-a-dozen small plates. 

I must allow that my china was far from perfect; the shape of some 
of the vessels was faulty, and none were really transparent; nevertheless, 
the general appearance gave great satisfaction, and when the plates were 
filled with rosy and golden fruit resting on gre^n leaves, and iragrant tea 
filled the cups, it greatly added to the appearauce of the table. 



CHAPTER Xiy. 

The raingr season again— The building of the Cajack— The mother invents a swimming- 
dress — A visit to our colonies— Mysterious seaweed — The mother's surprise— A visit 
to Whale Island— Mischievous pigs— The three boys return from a day's hunting — 
They display their. treasures— A new skinning apjwratus — ^We make a crushing 
machine— An early "harvest — ^We prepare a threshing-floor — Reaping in Italian 
fashion— Threshing also ia Italian fashion— Return of the Herring shoals. 

Scarcely had I completed .my pottery, when great black clouds and terrific 
storms heralded the approach of another winter. Tlva wml'^ «»asa\!l \Ma.Hvw?^ 
Bet 'in, Vfl weref eompeaed 4to 'pifeiipr'out dfcily excvasvEsa^^ 
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Even in the spacious house which we now occupied, and with our varied and 
interesting employments, we yet found the time dragging heavily. The spirits 
of all were depressed, and even occasional rapid rides, during a partial ces;iation 
of the rain, failed permanently to arouse them. Fritz, as well as J, had 
perceived this, and he said to me, — 

"Why, father should we not make a canoe something swifter and more 
manageable than those vessels we as yet possess ? I often long for a light skiff, 
in which I might skim over the surface of the water." 

The idea delighted all hands, but the mother, who was never happy when 
we were on the sea, declared that our chances of drowning were, with the pinnace 
and canoe, already sufficiently great, and that there was not the slightest 
necessity for our adding to these chances by constructing another craft which 
would tempt us out upon the perfidious element. My wife's fears were 
however, speedily allayed, for I assured her that the boat I intended to construct 
should be no flimsy cockle-shell, but as safe and stout a craft as ever floated 
upon the sea. The Greenlander's cajack I intended to be my model, and I re- 
solved not only to occupy the children, but also to proauce a strong and 
serviceable canoe— a masterpiece of art. 

The boys were interested, and the boat-building was soon in operation. We 
constructed the skeleton of whalebone, using split bamboo canes to strengthen 
the sides and also to form the deck, which extended the whole length of 
the boat, leaving merely a square hole in which the occupant of the canoe 
might sit. 

The work engrossed our attention most entirely, and by the time it was 
complete the rain had passed away and the glorious sun again shone brightly 
fortn. 

Our front door was just wide enough to admit of the egress of our boat, and we 
completed her construction in the open air. Wo quickly cased the sides and 
deck with seal-skin, making all the seams thorougnly water-tight with 
caoutchouc. 

The cajack was indeed a curious looking craft, yet so light that she might be 
lifted easily with one hand, and when at length we launched her she bounded 
upon the water like an india-rubber ball. Fritz was unanimously voted her 
rightful owner, but before his mother would hear of his entering the frail- 
looking skifl* she declared that she must contrive a swimming dress, that " should 
his boat receive a puncture from a sharp rock or the dorsal fin of a fish and 
collapse, he might yet have a chance of saving his life." 

Though I did not consider the cajack quite the soap-bubble the mother 
imagined it, I yet willingly agreed to assist her in the construction of the dress. 

The garment we produced was most curious in appearance, and I must own that 
I doubted its efficiency. It was like a double waistcoat, made of linen prepared 
with a solution of india-rubber, the seams being likewise coated with caoutcnouc, 
and the whole rendered perfectlv air-tight. We so arranged it that one little 
hole was left, by means of which air could be forced into the space between the 
outer covering and the lining, and the dress inflated. 

Meanwhile I perceived with pleasure the rapid vegetation the climate was 
producing. The seeds we had scattered had germinated, and were now 
promising magnificent crops. The verandah, too, was looking pleasant with 
it<? gay and sweet-scented creepers, which were already aspiring to the summit 
of the pillars. The air was full of birds, the earth seemed teeming with life. 

The dress was at length completed, and Fritz one fine afternoon offered 
publicly to prove it. We all assembled on the beach, the boy gravely donned 
and inflated the garment, and amidst roars of laughter from his brothers, 
entered the water. Quickly and easily he paddled himself across the bay 
towards Shark Island, whither we followed in one of our boats. 
The experiment was most successful, and Ernest, Jack, and Franz, in spite of 
their laughter at their brother's garment, \)e^^%^t\iftk mother to make for each 
of them a similar dress. 
While on the island we paid a TiBit lo ^e wAsnaftVa Ni\tfsai^^\»a. ^iM^oi^ui^ 
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€iere the previous autumn. All were well ; we could perceive by the foot- 
prints that the antelopes had discovered and made use of the shelter uc hnd 
erected for them, and feeling that we could do nothing more we scatlertd 
handfuls of maize and salt, and strolled across to the other side of the inland. 
The shore was covered with lovely shells, many of which, ^ith beautiful pieces 
of delicate coral, the boys collected for their museum ; strevm by the edge of 
the water too lay a great quantity of sea-weed of various colours, and aH the 
mother declared that much of it was of use, the boys assisted her to collect it 
and store it in the boat. As we pulled back to the land I was surprised to see 
that my wife chose from among tne sea-weed a number of curious leaves mth 
edges notched like a saw. When we reached home fhe carefully washed these 
and dried them in the oven. There was evidently something niytterious about 
this preparation, and my curiosity at length prompted me to make an attenijjt to 
discover the secret. 

*' Are these leaves to form a substitute for tobacco ? " said I ; "do you so long 
for its refreshing smell? " 

My wife smiled, for her dislike to tobacco was well known, and she answered 
in the same jocular tone, — 

'* Do you not think that a mattres» stuffed with these leaves would be very 
300I in summer?" 

The twinkle in her eyes showed me that my curiosity must still remain un- 
satisfied, but it nevertheless became greater than ever. 

The boys and I had one day made a long and fatiguing expedition, and, tired 
out, we flung ourselves down in the verandah. As we lay there resting, we 
heard the mother's voice. 

" Could any of you enjoy a little jelly ? " 

She presently appeared,bearing a porcelain dish laden with most lovely trans- 
parent jelly. Cut with a spoon and laid before us it quivered and glittered 
in the ught. 

" Ambrosia ! " exclaimed Fritz, tasting it. It was indeed delicious, and, still 
marvelling from whence the mother could have obtained a dish so rare, we 
disposed of all that she had set before us. 

** Aha," laughed the mother, '* is not this an excellent substitute for tobacco, 
far more refreshing than the nasty weed itself. Behold the produce of my 
mysterious sea-weed." 

** My dear wife," exclaimed I, ** this dish is indeed a masterpiece of 
culinary art, but where had you met with it } "What put it into your head ? " 

"While staying with my Dutch friends at the Cape," replied she, "I often 
saw it, and at once recognized the leaves on Shark Island. Once knowing the 
secret, the preparation of the dish is extremely simple : the leaves are soaked in 
water, fresh every day, for a week, and then boiled for a few hours with orange 
juice, citron, and sugar." 

We were all delighted with the delicacy, and thanked the mother for it most 
heartily, the boys declaring that they must at once go off again to the island to 
collect as many of the leaves as they could find. I agreed to accompany them, 
for I wished to examine the plantations we had made there. 

All were flourishing, the palms and mangroves had shot up in a most mar\*cl- 
lous manner, and many of the seeds which I had cast at random amongst the 
cliffs in the rocks had germinated, and promised to clothe the nakedness of the 
frowning boulders. 

Away up among the rocks too we discovered a bright sparkling spring of 
delicious water, at which, from the footprints around, we saw that the antelopes 
must have refreshed themselves. 

Finding everything so satisfactory, we were naturally anxious to discover how 
our colony and plantations on Whale Island had fared. It was evident at a 
glance that the rabbits had increased, the young and tender shoots of the trees 
bore the marks of many greedy mischievous little teeth. The cocoanut palms 
alone had they spared. 

Such depredationa as these could not he aUo^eiV, w[x^ m^ SJtia V'^s^ ^\ *^^ 
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boys I erected round each stem a hedge. of prickly thorn, and then prepared 
again to embark ; before we did so, however, I noticed that some of the seaweed 
had also been gnawed by the rabbits, and wondering what it could have been to 
tempt them, I collected some of it to examine more fully at home. 

Tne skeleton of the whale, too, attracted our attention, fof picked clean by the 
birds and bleached by sun and rain the, bones had been puri ed to a most perfect 
whiteness. Thinking that the joints of the vertebree might be made of use, I scpa- 
rated some ten or twelve and rolled them down to the boat, and then retmned to 
the shore, towing them after us. 

A scheme now occupied my mind for the construction of a crushing machine, 
which would prove of the greatest service to us. I knew that to make such a 
machine of stone was far beyond my power, but it had struck me that the ver- 
tebnu of the whale might serve my purpose. 

I determined next morning to look out a tree from which I might cut the 
blocks of wood that I should require to raise my crushers. 

My expedition was destined to be a solitary one, for when I went to the 
stables for a horse, I discovered that the bovs had gone off by themselves with 
their guns and traps, and had left to me a choice between the bull and buffalo. 

With Storm, therefore, I was lain to be content. I crossed the bridge, but as 
1 reached the cassava tield I noticed to my great annoyance that it had been 
overrun and laid waste by some, mischievous animals. I examined the foot- 
prints, and seeing that they greatly resembled those of pigs, determined to 
follow the trail, and see who these invaders of our territory would prove to be. 
Th(^ track led me on for some way until 1 almost lost sight of it near our old 
potato field. For some time I hunted backwards and forwards without seeing a 
sign of the animals ; at length a loud barking fron^ Floss and Bruno, who were 
with me, announced that they had been discovered. 

Tlie whole family of om* old sow, and she herself, were standing at bay, 
f-howing their teeth and grunting so savagely, that the dogs feared to approach 
th< m. 

I raised my gun and fired twice amongst the herd : two of the pigs fell, and 
the rest fled, followed by the dogs. I picked up the pigs, and calling back the 
pursuers, continued my way through the forest. 

A tree suited to niy purpose was soon found ; I marked it, and returned 
home. 

Ernest, who had remained at home, assisted me to flay the young porkers, and 
I handed them over to the mother to pi^epjEure for supper ; by which time I hoped 
tlic other lads would have leturaed. 

Late in the evening we heard the sounds of trampling hoofs, and presently Jack 
appeared, thundering along upon his two-legged steed, followed in the distance 
by Fritz and Franz. These latter carried upon their cruppers game bags, the con- 
tents of which were speedily displayed : four birds, a kangaroo, twenty musk 
rats, a monkey, two hares, ^nd half-a-dozen beaver ifatsi were laid before nie. 
besides these, Fritz thiewdown, without a word of explanation, abimdle of 
thistles. .'■'■■■■ 

The boys seemed almost wild with' excitement at the success of their expedi- 
tion, and presently Jack exclaimed, — 

*' Oh, father, you can't think what grand fun hunting on an ostrich is ; we 
flew along like tJie wind ; sometimes I could scarcely breathe, we were going at 
siKth a rate, and was obliged to' shut my eyes because of the terrific rush of 
air ; really, father, you naust make me a mask witii. glass eyes to ride with, or 1 
shall be blinded one of these fine days," 

" Indeed ! '* replied I, ** I must do lio such thiijg.'* 

** Why not ? ** asked he, with a look of amazement upon his iface. 

'* For two reasons: firstly, because! do not consider that I mttst do anything 

that you demand; and secondly, because I think that you ^u^.very caijable 01 

doinfir it yourself. However, I muat congratulate you upon your abundant 

supply of game; you must have indeed Nfoikcd hard. Yet I wish that you 

woiualet me know when you intend fitaxlVn^ oil «\iO[i q^\q)\i% «s.^<&^\i!«SL.a^ thii ; 
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yoa furget that thougli you younelres know that you are quite safe, and that all 
IS going on well, yet that we at home are kept in a constant state of aniiety. 
Now, off with you, and look to your animals, and then you may find supper 
ready." 

Presently the boys returned, and we prepared for a most appetising meal 
which the mother set before us. 

While we were discussing the roast pig, and washing it down with fragrant 
mead, Fritz described the day's expedition. 

They had set their traps near Woodlands, and had there captured the musk 
rats, attracting them with small carrots, while Avith other traps, baited with 
fish and earthworms, they had caueht several beaver rats, and a duck-billed 
platypus. Hunting and fishing had occupied the rest of the day, and it was 
with immense pride that Jack displayed tne kangaroo which he had run down 
with his swift courser. Contributions to the garden had not been forgotten, and 
Fritz handed over to his mother several cuttings from cinnamon and sweet- 
apple trees. Finally, when all the other treasures had been displayed, Fritz 
begged me to examine his thistles which he had gathered, thinkmg, he said, 
that it was a plant used in the manufacture of wooL He was perfectly right, 
for I recognized it at once as the ** fuller's teazle," a plant whose sharp little 
thorns, which cover the stem and leaves, are used to raise the nap of cloth. 

"We resolved to be up betimes the following morning, that we might attend 
to the preparation of the booty, and as I now noticed that the boys were all 
becoming extremely drowsy, I closed the day with evening devotions. 

The number of the creatures we killed rendered the removal of their skins a 
matter of no little time and trouble. It was not an agreeable task at anv time, 
and when I saw the aiTay of animals the boys had brought me to liay, 1 deter- 
mined to construct a machine which would considerably lessen the labour. 
Amongst the ship's stores, in the surgeon's chest, I discovered a large syiinge. 
This, with a few alterations, would serve my purpose admirably. Within the 
tube I first fitted a couple of valves, and then, perforating the stopper, I had 
in my possession a powerful air pump. 

The boys stared at me in blank amazement when, armed with this insti*u- 
ment, I took up the kangaroo, and declared myself ready to commence 
operations. 

" Skin a kangaroo mth a squirt ? " said they, and a roar of laughter followed 
the remark. 

I made no reply to the jests which followed, but silently hung the kangaroo 
by its hind legs to the branch of a tree. I then made a small incision in the 
skin, and inserting the mouth of the syringe forced air with all my might 
between the skin and the body of the animal. By degrees the hide of the 
kangaroo distended, altering the shape of the creature entirely. 

Still I worked on, forcing in yet more air until it had become a mere shapeless 
mass, and I soon found that the skin was almost entirely separated from the 
carcase. A bold cut down the belly, and a few touches here and there where 
the ligatiires still bound the hide to tne body, and the animal was flajed. 

♦* What a splendid plan! " cried the boys • ** but why should it do it r^ " 

** For a most simple and natural reason, I replied ; " do you not know that 
the skin of an animal is attached to its flesh merely by slender and delicate 
fibres, and that between these exist thousands of little bladders or air chambers ; 
by forcing air into these bladders the fibres are stretched, and at length, elastic 
as they are, cracked. The skin has now nothing to unite it to the body, and, 
consequently, may be drawn off with perfect ease. This scientific fact has been 
known for many years ; the Greenlanders make constant use of it ; when they 
have killed a seal or walrus they distend the skin that they may tow the animal 
more easily ashore, and then remove its hide at a moment's notice." 

The remaining animals were subjected to the some treatment, and, to my 
great joy, in a couple of days the skins were all off, and being prepared for use. 

I now summoned the boys to assist me in procuring blocks of wood for my 
crushing machine, and the following day we set forth with saws, ropes, axes. 
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and other tools. "We soon reached the tree I had selected for my purpose, and I 
began by sending Fritz and Jack up into the tree M'ith axes to cut off the larger 
of the high branches that, when the tree fell, it might not injure its neighbours. 
They then descended, and Fritz and I attacked the stem. As the easiest and 
most speedy method we used a saw, such an one as is employed by sawyers in a 
saw-pit, and Fritz taking one end and I the other the tree was soon cut half 
through. We then adjusted ropes that we might guide its fall, and again began 
to cut. It was laborious work. But when I considered that the cut was suffi- 
ciently deep we took the ropes and pulled with our united strength. The trunk 
cracked, swayed, tottered, and fell with a crash. 

The boughs were speedily lopped off, and the trunk sawed into blocks four 
feet long. 

To cut down and divide this tree had taken us a couple of days, and on the 
third we carted home four large and two small blocks, and with the yertebne 
joints of the whale I, in a very short time, completed my machine. 

While engaged on this undertaking I had paid little attention to our fields of 
grain, and, accordingly, great was nw surprise when one evening the fowls 
returned, showing most evident indifference to their evening meal, and with 
their crops perfectly full. It suddenly struck me that these birds had come 
from the direction of our cornfield. I hurried off to see what damage they had 
done, and then found to my great joy that the grain was perfectly ripe. 

1 he amount of work before us startled my wife. This unexpected harvest, 
which added reaping and threshing to the fishing, salting, and pickling already 
on hand quite troubled her. 

" Only think," said she, *' of my beloved potatoes and manioc roots! What is 
to become of them, I should like to know ? It is time to take them up, and how 
to manage it with all this press of work, I can't see." 

" Don't be down-heart ea, wife," said I ; " there is no immediate hurry about 
the manioc, and digging potatoes in this fine light soil is easy work compared to 
what it is in Switzerland, while as to planting more, that will not be necessary 
if we leave the younger plants in the ground. The harvest we must conduct 
after the Italian fashion, which, although anything but economical, will save 
time and trouble, and as wc are to have two crops in the year, we need not be too 
particular." 

Without further delay, I commenced levelling a large space of firm clayey 
ground to act as a threshing floor ; it was well sprinkled with water, rolled, 
beaten, and stamped ; as the sun dried the moisture it was watered anew, and 
tiie treatment continued until it became as flat, hard, and smooth, as a threshing- 
floor need be. 

Our largest wicker basket was then slung between Storm and Grumble ; we 
armed ourselves with reaping-hooks, and went forth to gather in the com in 
the simplest and most expeditious manner imaginable. 

I told my reapers not to concern themselves about the length of the straw, but 
to grasp the com where it was convenient to them, without stooping ; each was 
to wind a stalk round his own handful, and throw it into the basket; in this 
way great labour was saved. The plan pleased the boys immensely, and in a 
short time the basket had been filled many times, and the field displayed a 
quantity of tall headless stubble, which perfectly horrified the mother, so extra- 
vagant and untidy did she consider our work. 

** This is dreadful! " cried she; " you have left numbers of ears growing on 
short stalks, and look at that splendid straw completely wasted ! I don't approve 
of your Italian fashion at all.'* 

" It is not a bad plan, I can assure you, wife, and the Italians do not waste 
the straw by not cutting it with the grain ; having more arable than pasture 
land, they use this high stubble for their cattle, letting them feed in it, nnd eat 
what grain is left ; afterwards, allowing the grass to grow up amongst it, they 
mow altogether for winter fodder. And now for threshing, also in Italian 
fashion. We shall find it spare our arma otv^l "\)«i,cY.^ \v% \ci\iftK in that as in 
reaping. " 
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The little Bheayes were laid in a large circle on the floor, the hoys mounted 
Storm, Gnimhle, Lightfoot, and Hurry, starting off at a hrisk trot, with many 
a merry jest, and round they went, trampling and stamping out the grain, while 
dust and chaflT flew in cloud^ ahout them. 

My wife and I were incessantly occupied with hay-forks, hy means of which 
ire shook up and moved the shcaTes over which {he threshers rode, so as to 
throw them m the track. 

From time to time the animals took mouthfuls of the tempting food they were 
beating out; we thought thcv well deserved it, and called to mind the com- 
mand giyen to the Jews, ** Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the com.*' 

After threshing, we proceeded to winnowing ; hy simply throwing the threshed 
com with shoyels high in the air when the land or sea-Veeze blew strong, the 
chaff and refuse was canicd away by the wind and the grain fell to the ground. 

During these operations our poultry paid the threshing-floor many visits, tes- 
tifying a lively interest in the ^ucce8s of our labours, and gobbling up the grain 
at such a rate that my wife was obliged to keep them at a reasonable distance ; 
but I would not have them altogether stinted in the midst of our plenty. I 
said, " Let them enjoy themselves ; what we lose in grain, we gain in flesn. I 
anticipate delicious chicken-pie, roast goose, and hoilcd turkey ! " 

When our harvest stores were housed, we found that we had reaped sixty 
eighty, even a hundred fold what had been sown. Our gamer was ti'uly filled 
with all manner of store. 

Expecting a second harvest, we were constrained to prepare the field for sow- 
ing again, and immediately therefore commenced mowing down the stubble. 
While engaged in this, flocics of quails and partridges c tme to glean among the 
scattered ears. We did not secure any great number, but resolved to be pre- 
pared for them next season, and by spreading nets, to catch them in large 
quantities. 

My wife was satisfied when she saw the straw carried home and stacked ; our 
crop of maize, which of coui-se had not been threshed like the other com, 
afforded soft leaves which were used for stuffing mattresses, while the stalks, 
when humt, left ashes so rich in alkali as to be especially useful. 

I changed the crops sown on* the ground to rye, barley, and oats, and hoped 
th^ would ripen before the rainy season. 

The shoals of herring made their appearance just as we finished our agri- 
cultural operations. This year we pickled only two barrels of them ; but we 
were not so merciful towards the seals, which arrived on the coast directly after- 
wards. We hunted them vigorously, requiring their skins for many purposes, 
mere especially for the completion of the cajack. On the little deck of that tiny 
vessel I had made a kind of magazine, in which to store pistols, ammunition, 
water, and provisions, and this 1 meant to cover with seal-skin, so as to be quite 
water-tight. A couple of harpoons furnished with seal bladders were to be sus- 
pended alongside. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Trial of the Cajack— Fritz kills a Walrus— We carry home its head -The storm— Where 
is Fritz?— Safe at last— The fishing season— An expedition proposed— Three of the 
boys start for Woodlands— Pigeon post — Encounter with a Hyajna— Wood Lake 
explored— A Tapir— Prospect Hill pillaged— A tragedy— The boys in danger—We 
join them — We build a summer-house — Discover the Cacao-plant— Fritz ascends the 
stream— He sees Elephants and Hippopotami — Jack's "moist secret'* — We return 
to Rockburg— Grace and Beauty — Shark Island is fortified. 

At last came the day when Fntz was to make his trial trip \iith the cajack. 
Completelj equipped in swimming costume— ^Ixouaew, ^aitVLiel^ waii^ ^a.^— >^ ^^>s^ 
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e, and puff u 



. blow till he 



moat ludicrous tn ><ee him cower down in 
began to swell like the frog in the fable. 

All trace of Mb odginiH figure was e{ieeilily leet, and ahouts of laughter 
greeted his eamical eppearaiii-e. Even his mother could not resiet a emilc, 
although the dresa was her own inrentioii. 

I got the other bout out, that my wife might Bee we were read; to go to his 
aasiatsncc the moment it became necessary. 

Theeajaek was Inunohed from a convenient ahelvinif point, an<! floated lightly 
ou tbe sea-green ocean mirror. Fritz with his paddles then began to practise 
nil manner of evolutions : darling along with arrowy swiftDesa. wlieeling to the 
right, then to the left; and at last, flinging himself quite on his side, while hia 
mother uttered a shriek of terror, he showed that the tiny craft would neither 
capsize nor sink. Then, reoorering his balance, he sped securely on his further 



Eneouraged by our shouts of approbatioi 




now boldly ventured ii 
ong cun^nt of Jackal ri' 
a rapidly carried out to 



I the 



than I had 
bargained for, I lost no rime in 
givuig chase in the boat, with 
Ernest and Jack ; ray wife urging 
us to greatfr speed, and declaring 
t hut some accident could not fad 
to happen to " that hoiTid soap- 
bubble." 

We soon arrived outride the 
bay, at the touka where formerly 
lay the wreck, and gazed in all 
directions (or signs of the run- 

siderable distance, a faint puff of 
smote, followed by the erack of a 
pistol. Upon this we 6red a signal 
wALRi.i. shot, which was presently an- 

swered by another, and, steering 
in the direction of the sonnd, we soon heard the boji's cheery halloo ; tiie cajack 
durted from behind a point of land, and we quickly 'joined company. 

" Come to this reeky beach," cried Frits, " I have something to show you." 
With blank amazement we beheld a fine well-grown young walrus, harpooned 
.■J.ull-'--' 



unexpected, and so appropriate, to an amateur Grei 
I congratulate you, my boy \ But I must tell you 
making this long trip. You should not hare goni 



.b, 



"Indeed, father, I had no idea of passing out of sight, but once in the current, 
I was carried along, and could not help myself. Then I came on a herd of wal- 
ruses, and I did so long to make a prize of one that I forgot everylhiig else, and 
made chase after them when beyond the influence of the current, until I got 
near enough to harpoon (hia fine fellow. Ue swam more slowly, and I struck 
him a second lime ; then he sought refuge among these rocks, and espircd, I 
landed, and scrambled to where he lay; but I took care to give hiiii the contenli 
of my pistol before going close up, having at«ia\isx) teeoUectliin t^ths bij; ter* 
peat spatting Oiiig .it yon, Jack," 
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•* You ran « very great risk," said I. " The walrus is an inoffensive creature ; 
but when attackea and wounded, it often becomes furious, and, turning upon 
its pursuer, can destroy, with its long tusks, a strongly-built whale boat. How- 
ever, thank God for your safety ! I value tnat above a thousand such creatures. 
Now what's to be done with bim ? He must be quite fourteen feet long, although 
not full grown.'* 

" I.am very glad you followed me. father," siiid Fritz ; "but our united strength 
will not move this prodigious weignt from amon;^ these rocks ; only do let me 
carry away the head, witn these grand snow-white tusks ! I should so like to 
fasten it on the prow of the cajack, and nnme it the Sea-horse J** 

"We must certainly carry away the beautiful ivory tusks," said I; "but 
make haste ! the air feels so excessively close and sultry, I tliink a storm is 
brewing.'* 

" But the head ! the head ! wo must have the whole head," cried Jack ; "just 
think how splendid it ^^'ill look on the cajack ! " 

"And how splendid it will smell too, when it begins to'putrefy," added 
Ernest ; " what a treat for the steersman ! " 

" Oh, we will prepare for that," said Fritz ; " it slinll be soaked, and cleaned, 
and dried till it is as hard as a wooden model ; it shall not ofl'cnd your delicate 
nose in the least, Ernest ! " 

" I supposed the walrus to be an animal peculiar to the Arctic regions," re- 
marked Ernest. 

" And so it is," I replied ; " though they may occasionally be seen elsewhere ; 
these may have wandered from the Antarctic seas. I know that on the eastern 
coast of Africa is found a smaller species of walrus called the Dugong : it has 
long incisor teeth, but not tusks ; and certainly resembles a seal rather than a 
wall us." 

While thus spealang, we were actively engaged in the decapitation of the 
walrus, and in cutting off long ^tril)s of its skin. This took some time, as we 
had not ttie proper implements, and Fritz remarked, that in future the cajack 
must be provided with a hunting-knife and a hatchet ; adding that ho 
should like to have a small compass in a box, with a glass top, fixed in front 
of the hole where the steereman sits. I saw the necessity of this, and I promised 
it should be done. 

Our Work being accomplished, we were ready to go, and I proposed to take 
Fritz and the canoe on board our boat, so that wu might all arrive together: 
but I yielded to his earnest wish to return alone as he came : he longed to act 
as our avant-courier, and announce our approach to his mother* so he was 
soon skimming away over the surface of the water, while we followed at a slower 
rate. 

Black clou^ meanwhile gathered thick and fast around us, and a tremendous 
storm came on. Fritz was out of sight, and beyond our reach. 

We buckled on the swimming belts, and firmly lashed ourselves to the boat, 
so that we might not be washed overboard by the towering seas which broke 
over it. ^ . 

The horizon was shrouded in darkness, fearful gusts of wind lashed the ocean 
into foam, rain descended in torrents, while livid lightning glared athwart the 
gloom. Both my boys faced the danger nobly ; and my feelings of alarm were 
mingled with hope on finding how well the boat behaved. 

The tempest swept on its way, and the sky began to clear as suddenly as it 
had been overcast ; yet the stormy waves continued for a long time to threaten 
our frail bark with aestruction, in spite of its buoyancy and steadiness. 

Yet I never lost hope for ourselves— all my fears were for Fritz; in fact I 
gave him up for lost, and my whole, agonized heart arose in prayer for strength 
to say, " Thy will be done ! " 

At last we rounded the point, and once more entering Safety Bay, quickly 
drew near the little harbour. 

What was our surprise — our overwhelmiug delight — when there we saw the 
mother with Fritz, as well as her little boy, on th^ir kueea in. ^ra^ec so eantest 
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for our delivei-ance, that our approach was unperceived, until witii cries of joy 
we attracted their notice. Then indeed ensued a happy meeting, and we gave 
thanks together for the mercy which had spared our hves. 

llctuming joyfully to llockburg, we changed our drenched garments for 
Avarni dry clothes ; and, seated at a comfortable meal, considered and described 
r.t our ease the perils of the storm. 

Afterwards the head of the walrus was conveyed to our workshop ; where it 
underwent such a skilful and thorough process of cleaning, embalming, and 
(hying, that ere long it was actually fixed on the prow of the cajack, and a most 
imposing appearance it presented ! 

The strips of hide, when well-tanned and prepared, made valuable leather. 

^riicli da iiage had been done by the late storm. The heavy rain had flooded 
all the streams, and injured crops which should have, been housed and safe 
before the regular rainy season. 

The bridge over Jackal lUver was partly broken down, and the water tanks 
and pipes all needed repair. So that our time was much occupied in restoring 
tilings to order. 

On going to work one day near the cascade, we found a great number of dark 
red berries, scattered on the ground ; they were about the size of ordinary hazel- 
nuts, with small leafy coronets at the tip. 

The boys thought them so inviting, that they tasted them at once, but angry 
exclamations and much spitting and spluttering followed the experiment ; even 
Knips rejected them, and they would nave been cast aside with contempt, had 
not the smell induced me to examine them. I decided that this was the fruit of 
tlie clove. 

Some plants were immediately set in the nursery garden, and my wife was 
pleased to have this excellent spice wherewith to flavour her boiled rice and 
oth(jr dishes in lieu of pepper — a very welcome variety to every one. 

Having a good supply of clay, brought from the bed near Falconhurst, I pro- 
posed to use it for making aqueducts; and observing how much tiie recent 
rain had promoted the growth of our young com, I determined to irrigate the 
fields witn the drainage from our crushing mill. 

The fishing season was again successful. Large takes of salmon, sturgeon, 
and herring rewarded our annual exertions, and our store-room ap;ain assumed 
a well-stocked appearance. Much as I wished that we could obtain a constant 
supply of these fish fresh, I was obliged to reject the naive proposal from Jack, 
that we should tether a shoal of salmon by tne gills to the bottom of the bay as 
we had secured the turtles. 

Many quiet uneventful days passed by, and I perceived that the boys, wearied 
by the routine of farm work at Rockburg, were longing for a cruise in the yacht 
or an expedition into the woods, which would refresh both mind and body. 

"Father,*' said Fritz at length, "we want a quantity of hurdles, and have 
scarcely any more bamboos of which to make them. Had we not better get a 
supply from "Woodlands ? And you said, too, the other day, that you wished 
you had some more of the fine clay : we might visit the Gap at the same time." 

I had really no obiection to propose ; and it was shortly afterwards settled 
that Fritz, Jack, ana Franz should start together ; and that Ernest, who had 
no great desire to accompany his brothers, should remain widi his mother and 
me, and assist in the construction of a sugar-mill, the erection of which I had 
long contemplated. 

Before they started, Fritz begged some bear's meat from the mother, to make 
pemmican. 

" And what may pemmican be ? " she asked. 

" It is food carried by the fur-traders of North America on their long joume\'8 

through the wild country they traverse ; and consists of bear or deer*8 flesh, 

first rooked and then pounded or ground to powder. It is very portable, and 

nouriahinp:. '' 

JSia mother consented ** to humour him,*' as %\ife «a\d, although without much 

Ai'th in the value of the preparati.oiL*, ana m t!)cie co>asM ^1 V«^ ^^^^ ^ %tock of 
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pemmican, BufScient for a Polar expedition, was fabricated by our enthusiastic 
son. 

They were ready to start, when I observed Jack quietly slip a basket, con- 
taining several pigeons, under the packages in the cart. 

" Oh, oh ! " thought I, " the little fellow has his doubts about that pemmican, 
and thinks a tough old pigeon would be preferable.'* 

The weather was exquisite ; and, with exhortations to prudence and caution 
from both me and their mother, the three lads started in the very higliest spirits. 
Storm and Grumble, as usual, drew the cart, and were ridden by Fritz and 
Franz ; while Hurry carried Jack swiftly across the bridge in advance of them ; 
followed by Floss and Bruno, barking at his heels. 

Tlie sugar-mill occupied us for several days, and was made so much like our 
other mills that I need not now describe it. 

On the evening of the first day, as we sat resting in the porch at Rockburg, 
we naturally talked of tiie absentees, wondering and guessing what they might 
be about. 

Ernest looked rather mysterious, and hinted that he might have news of them 
next morning. 

Just then a bird alighted on the dovecot, and entered. I could not see, in 
the failing light, whether it was one of our own pigeons or an intruder. Em( st 
started up, and said he would see that all was right. 

In a few minutes he returned with a scrap of paper in his hand. 



" News, father! The very latest news by pigeon-post, mother! " 

*' Well done, boys ! what a capital idea ! '* said I, and taking the note I 



read: 



" Dearest Parents and Ernest, — 

" A brute of a hyaena has killed a ram and two lambs. The dogs seized 
it. Franz shot it. It* is dead and skinned. The pemmican isn't worth much, 
but we are all right. Love to all. 

"Fritz." 
"Woodlands, 15th instant." 

"A true hunter's letter!" laughed I; "but what exciting news. "When 
does the next post come in, Ernest P " 

" To-ni^ht, I hope," said he, while his mother sighed, and doubted the value 
of such glimpses into the scenes of danger through which her sons were passing, 
declaring she would much rather wait and hear all about it when she had them 
Fafe home again. 

Thus the winged letter-carriers kept us informed from day to day of the out- 
line of adventures which were afterwards more fully described. 

On approaching the farm at Woodlands, the boys were startled by hearing, as 
they thought, human laughter, repeated again and again; while, to meir 
astonishment, the oxen testified the greatest uneasiness, the dogs growled and 
drew close to their masters, and the ostrich fairly bolted Avith Jack into the 
ricG swamp. 

The laughter continued, and the beasts became unmanageable. 

" Something is very far wrong ! " cried Fritz. " I cannot leave the animals ; 
but while I unharness them, do you, Franz, take the dogs, and advance 
cautiously to see what is the matter.** 

Without a moment's hesitation, Franz made his way among the bushes with 
his gun, and closely followed by the dogs ; until, through an opening in the 
thicket, he could see, at the distance of about forty paces, an enormous hyaena, 
in the most wonderful state of excitement ; dancing round a lamb just killed, 
and uttering, from time to time, the ghastly hysterical laughter which had 
pealed through the forest. 

llie beast kept running backwards and forwards, rising on its hind legs, and 
then rapidly whirling round and round, nodding its head, and going through 
most frantic and ludicrous antics. 

Franz kept bis presence of mind yery well; tot \ift7J^\fi^X'&^\:'C\^^'?\\s:^^^ 
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imo i^ngBged in mortal strife; but the latter, although it aererely «-aunded 
both FloEB nnd Bruno, spsedily euccumbed, uid was dead wben the bofe readied 
the tpot. The; raised a shout of triumph, vhich guided Jack to the eoene of 
action ; and their first rare was for the dogs, whose wDuiidB the]' dreased before 
minutely examining the hjRina. It was aa large as a wild boar; long stifT 
bristles tonned a mane on its neok, its oolour was grey marlied with black, the 
teeth and jaws were of extraordinary strength, the thighs muscular and sinewT, 
the daws remarkablv strong and sharp altogether. Biit for his wounda, he 
would certainly have been more than a match (or the does. 
_ After nnloadjng the cart at the farm, the boys returned for the Carcase of the 



tiger-wolf, 



sometimea called, ] 




__DupiBd themselTOa it _— „ — 

during the remainder of the day, 
when, after despatchins the car- 
ner'pigeon to Bockburg, they re- 
tired to rest on their beuuin rugs, 
to dream of adTenturee past and 

The Ibllowin); day the; devised 
uo less a acbeme than to survey 
the shoreBofWood Lake, and place 

'-9 wherever the eurrounding 

1 was practicable, and might 
lEsed eithepto reach the water 



„ lund together; and when ther 
fi>un4 firm footing to the waters 
edge, the spot wa* indicated by 

{lanting a tall bamboo, bearing on 
irfi a bundle of reeda aod branehes. 
: black awaUB, after considerable 



re afterwards brought to Bookburg, i 



They aucL'eeded in capturing three you 
resiBlance from the old ones. They w( - 
detiiiued as oranuients to Safety Bay. 

Presently a benotifal heron thrust his hmg neck from among the reeds, to 
OGCCrlnin what all the noise on the lake waa about. Before he could satisfy his 
curiosity, Fritz unhoodei! his eagle, and though vainly he flapped and 
KtruggleJ, bis legs and wings were gently but firmly bound, and be had to 
own himself Tanijuished, and submit to the inapectioii eS hia deUghted 
captors. 

It was their torn to be alarmed ni 

ing with a curious whistling sound through the 3<_ 

close by and sorely discomposing them by its sudden appearance. It was out of 
sight immediately, before they could summon the dogs, and from their descrip- 
tion it must have been a tapir, the colour dark brown, and in form resembling a 
jfoung rhinoceros, but with no horn on the nose, and the upper lip prolon^eJ 
into a trunk something like that of an elephant on a smaller scale. It is a 

Ctle creature, but when attacked becomes a fierce opponent, and can wound 
i dangerously with its powerful teeth. 
'The tapir can swim and dive with perfect ease, and aboun4s in the densely 
irooded swflmpa and rivers of tropical America. 

iFHta ia his rfljaot followed for a time the direction in which the tapir pro- 
•^^*6uf™B^„o'moreofit, 
,. -**^;n,»Me file other two boys retumei lt> 'C&e^iam\!3ft»T«*-%«U«iand 
"lere teU in vitb a flock of cranes, five ot Ax ol Ti\m"ftftie^ '»o.'fr' " 
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n dentoiwU(4 or Nutnidian cranei. TIinp Vain tlipy Avii nl villi nnuwii 
" in a akilful ttnd origiDiil yiay, willi 1wi|>h of i-oni iliiipeJ in liiiilliim' 
, to tlieni. BO that it ohen happened tlmt the bird uiiiicd at, van 
id BBd brouglit down uninjured. 

" DDK buntcn neemed to bave lired ven' cnmfoitRlily on pcccnn' luini, 
end and Tmit, and plenty of btikedpotutocH and milk, 
d of tbr pemmiHin wns soffirivnt, nnd it ww liuiidcd ovrr tu the dr«ii. 
tna, deti-rniined apiin ta sttoiiiil llii- luiinutiiilun-, knuving il« vuluc 
sriy pivparei). 

'■otinsa supply otricennd cotton, Ihpy took thdr way lo Ihwpert 

" Bidd Fritz, aa he nfKrwimlB vividly deticribed tlie dn'udful arrno 

_ . . i] " when "ffe entured tlic pins wood, we found it in posBcs-i 

JM»*^ey"i "ho resolved lo maki? 01 '' 

^^ ' • they howlod and 



B M they could wi 



r pasiiam' lUrougb it as disafrn.'able 



Ivbecamc so unbearable, that 
n find a fev eliota rigbt atid 
Jtps them ; several bit tlie 
Enet fled, and v6 oontinueil 
tn peace to Prospect Hill, 
o discover (he havoc Ih" 
nado there. 
a believe it, fathfr? 
[8 bod been over- 



"tago hod bfli 
d "by apci 




Bud disordti' 
r w^ turned, nnti w 
rk tA maJie the p]]ii 
habifcitioB ; and eve 
Terred the tent. I fe 
_ lou how to %)isi.r<i tt 
the future; but seeing 

"wnouflguntof the ,/i 
..e tool chest, I d( "■ 

P_, r the deatmctiou 

Vnrhieh. sueceedcd 

^— poison with milk, ntuoisEi-Le CB»st. 

niltet, sid Buything I 

' eya would ent, and put it in coeoa-nut ahcUa, whirh I hnng 

a, high enough to be out of reavh of our ou'u atiitiials, 'I'he 
leealiu and lorely; the ks niunuurcd iti the diatunte, ami the rining 
td a benuty met the landsfopo which we aeemed never befom tci huvc 
' ind enja}'ed. The Bunimer night ctosnl around us in all its mleinn 
.. 4 our deepcet feeiings were touched ; when suddenly liic ii|icll wiiii 
f an autbnnt of the juoet hideooa and diei^rdant noises. .U by one 
K'H»«ny beast of the forest seized to uriRe from ita den, and utter iti^'wild 
» WJ.- Snorting, Bnnrlin^, md shrieking filled tlio woods beneath us, 
Ipi tSfrUlla sdHlllih&J"''"™'''' '">'"'' °^ jackala, auEwcved by Fangs in 
■ the biirking and yelping of his friends Vluta 
'■Ci;ky faatneBBca of the Gap, sontidcd unearthly 
jjiinding one of the strange crj' of the hipp^ 
inep majestio roaring.4 made our hearts qi — 
I rlie voices of lions nnd elephants. 
I'd to rest, hopiag to forget in elceiji ttu 
long the nuwt iwi&^ cniA "oi 'Cdk ail 




I Co 77ie Swiss Family Molnnson. 

.woods Rnvc notice that tlie apes were beginning to saSm from the poboned 
rcpj'et prepared for them. 

" As our dogs could not remain mlent amid t1i« uproar and din, we had not a 
wink of sleep until the morning. It wu late, therefore, when we roee, and 
looked on the awfui apectaele presented by the Inultitude of dead monlteva and 
baboona thickl]' atrewn under the trees round the farm. Ighall not tell yon 
how many (here were. I can only eay I wished I had not found the poison, and 
we made all haste to clear away the <fead bodies and the dan^roua food, burv ing 
some dsep in the earth, and, carrying the reet to the shore, we pitched them 
over the rockE into the sea. That day we travelled on to the Gap." 

The same evening that the boys reached the rocky pass, a masaenger 
pigeon arrived at lloekburg, bearing a note which concluded in the following 



=*^^ 



-,^%-' 









cade at the Gap 
is brolcen down. 
Everything laid 
waste as nr as 
the sugar brake, 
where the hut 
is knooked to 
pieces, and the 
tieldi trampled 
ov-er by huge 
foot- marks. 

, but feel we 



order to ride tn 
the ■ 



follow m 



-" our boys, desir- 

ing Emeat to 

prepare the 
small cart, and 
is mother at daybreak, bringing everything we ahonld require 



The bright moonlight favoured my journey, and my arrival at the Gap sur- 
prised ami delighted the boys, who did not e.ipect me till next dav. Early on 
tlio following morning I inspected the foot-printe and ravages of ue great un- 
known. The cane brake had, without doubt, been visited by an elephant. 
Thiit great animal alone could have left aueh traces and committed such fearful 
mvnges. Thick pos(s in the barricade were snapped across like reeds ; the trees 
in the vicinitv. where we planned to build a cool summer-bouae, were atripped 
of leaves and branches to a greot height, but the worst mischief was done among 
tlie young sugar-cane plants, wiiich were ell either devoured or trunpled down 
and destroyed. 

It seemed to mo that not one elephant, but a troop mnst have invaded OUr 

grounds. The tracks were very numeroua, and the Ibot-printa of various die<: 

bat, to my satisRiction, I saw that they could be traced not only from tha Qug, 

but back to it in evidently equal numbeiB. 

We did not, therefore, suppose thattVie nu^Vt^ vn\iiitAa waigos^A ^i^dtn in 

t6e iTOod* of our territory; but conol«ie4 y--' .«—».i. t~.i — t^ — • 1_ 



I, al^ti ^^oa tneVicismivustaAiA^ 



We build a Tree Cottage, i6i 

they had withdrawn to their native wilds, where, hy greatly increasing the 
strength of our ramparts, we hoped henceforth to oblige them to remain. 

In what manner to effect this we laid manj plans, during the night of my 
arrival, when, sitting by an enormous watch-fire, I chatted with my hoys, and 
heard details of their numerous adventures, so interesting for them to relate and 
for me to hear, that every one was more disposed to act sentinel than retire 
to sleep. 

The mother and Ernest arrived next day, and she rejoiced to find all well, 
making light of trodden fields and trampled sugar-canes, since her sons were 
sound in me and limb. 

A systematic scheme of defence was now elaborated, and the erection of the 
barricade occupied us for at least a month, as it was to be a firm and durable 
building, proof against all invasion. As oiu* little tent was unsuited to a long 
residence of this sort, I adopted Fritz's idea of a Eamschatchan dwelling, and, 
to his great delight^ forthwith canied it out. 

Instead of planting four posts, on which to place a platform, we chose four 
trees of equal size, which, in a very suitable place, grew exactly in a square, 
twelve or fourteen feet apart. Between these, at about twenty feet from the 
ground, we laid a flooring of beams and bamboo, smoothly and strongly planked. 
From this rose, on all four sides, walls of cane ; the frame of the roof was covered 
BO effiectually by large pieces of bark that no rain could penetrate. 

The staircase to this tree-cottage was simply a broad plank with bars nailed 
across it for steps. The flooring projected like a balcony in front of the entrance 
door, and underneath, on the gi-ound, we fitted up sheas for cattle and fowls. 

Various ornaments in Chinese or Japanese style were added to the roof and 
caves, and a most convenient, cool, and picturesque cottage, overhung and 
adorned by the graceful foliage of the trees, was the result of our ingenuity. 

I was pleased to find that the various birds taken by the boys during this ex- 
cursion seemed likely to thiive ; they were the first inmates of the new sheds, 
and even the black swans and cranes soon became tame and sociable. 

Constantly roaming through the woods, the children often made new dis- 
coveries. 

Fritz brought one day, after an excursion to the opposite side of the stream 
beyond the Gap, a cluster of bananas, and also ot cacao beans, from which 
chocolate is made. 

The banana, although valuable and nourishing food for the natives of the 
tropical countries where it grows^ is not generally liked by Europeans, and pro- 
bably this variety was even inferior to many others, for we found the fruit much 
like rotten pears, and almost uneatable. 

The cacao seeds tasted exceedingly bitter, and it seemed wonderful that by 
preparation they should produce anything so delicious as cliocolate. 

My wife, who now fancied no manufacture beyond my skill, begged for plants, 
seeds, or cuttings to propagate in her nuisery garden, already fancying herself 
in the enjoyment of chocolate for breakfast, and I promised to make a cacao 
plantation near home. 

" Let me have bananas also," said she, "for we may acquire a taste for that 
celebrated fruit, and, at all events, I am sure I can make it into an excellent 
preserve." 

The day before our return to Rockburg, Fritz went again to the inland region 
beyond the river to obtain a large supply of young banana plants, and the cacao 
fruit. He took the cajack, and a bundle of reeds to float oehind him as a raft 
to carry the fruit, plants, and anything else he might wish to bring back. 

In the evening he made his appearance, coming swiftly down stream. His 
brothers rushed to meet him, each eager to see and help to land his cargo. 

Ernest and Franz were quickly nmning up the bank, with arms full of plants, 
branches, and fruit, when Fritz handed to Jack a dripping wet bag which he 
had brought along partly under water. A curious patting noise proceeded 
from this bag, but they kept the contents a secret for the nresent^ Jack rimniiv^ 
with it bebmd a buah before peeping in, and. 1 tov]!'^ ysfiX. ^aRsst \^iss!k. «i^« 
elaiw, — 
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" Hollo ! I say, "what monsters they are ! It's enough to make a fellow's flesh 
creep to look at them ! " 

With that he hastily shut up the bag, and put it aTVay safely out of sight 
in water. 

Securing the cajack, Fritz sprang towards us, his handsome face radiant with 
pleasure,' as he exhihited a beautiful water-fowL 

Its plumage was rich purple, changing on the back to dark green ; the legs, 
feet, and, a mark above the bill, bright red. This lovely bird I concluded to be 
the SiiltaYi coolc djescribed by Buftbn, and as it was gentle, we gladly received it 
among dui* domestic ^ts. . 

Fritz gave a stirring account of his exploring trip, having made his way far 
up the iivei^, between fertile plains and majestic forests of lofty trees, where the 
cries of vast numbers of birds, parrots, peacocks, guinea fowls, and hundreds 
unknown td him, quite bewildered, and made him feel giddy. 

"It was in the Buffalo Swamp," continued he, "that I saw the splendid 
birds you call Sultan cocks, and I set my heart on catching one alive, which, as 
they seemed to have little fear of my approach, I -managed by means of a wire 
snare. Farther on I saw a grove of mimosa trees, among which huge dark 
masses were moving in a, deliberate way. Guess \vhat they were! " 

"Savage*?" asked Franz timidly. 

" Black bears, I bet ! " cried Jack. 

" Your words suggest to my mind the manner and appearance of elephants," 
said Ernest 

** Right you are. Professor ! ** exclaimed Fritz gnily, the words producing 
quite a sensation on the whole attentive family. " From fifteei^ to twenty 
elephants were feeding peacefully on the leafy boughs, tearing down branches 
with their trunks and shoving them into their mouths with one jerk, or 
bathing in the deep waters of the marsh for refreshment in the great heat. 
You cannot imagine the wild grandeur of the sconp ! The river being very 
broad, I felt safe from wild animals, and more than once saw splendid jaguars 
crouched on the banks, their glossy skin glancing in the sunlight. 

" While considei-ing if it would be simply fool-hardj^ to try a shot at one oC 
these creatures, I was suddenly convinced that discretion is the better part of 
valour, and urging my canoe into the centre cun-ent, made a rapid retreat down 
the river. For just before mc, in the calm deep water of a sheltered bay where 
I was quietly floating, there arose a violent boiling, .bubbling commotion, and 
for an instant I thonght a hot spring was going to burst forth— instead of that, 
uprose the hideous head and gaping jaws of a hippopotamus, whOj with a hojirse 
terrific snort, seemed about to attack me. I can tell you I did not wait to see 
the rest of him ! a glimpse of his enormous mouth and its array of whitiR 
gleaming tusks was quite enough. * Right about face ! * said I to myself, and 
shot do\vn the stream like an arrow, never pausing till a bend in the river 
brought me within sight of the Gap, where I once more felt safe, and joyftiHy 
made my %vay bnck to you all.*' 

This narrative was of thrilling interest to us, proving the existence of 
tribes of the most formidable animals beyond the rocky ban-ier which 
defended, in so providential a manner, the small and fertile tenitory on which 
our lot was cast - > ■■ 

During the absence of the adventurer we had been busily engaged in making 
preparations for our departure— and everji,hing was packed up and ready by the 
morning after his return. 

After some hesitation I yielded to his great wish, ^hich was to rrtum 
by sea in his cajack round Cape Disappointment, and so meet us at Rock- 
burg. 

lie was much interested in examining the outlines bf the coast, and the rnj:go«l 

precipices of the Cape. These were tenanted- by vast flocks of eea-fowl nii<l 

birds of prey; while many varieties of shntbs and 2)la'nts, hitherto unknown 

^ us, grow in the clefts and cTcvicoa oi ^c t<^«., v^svci^j of them diffusing a 

Btronff aromatic oclonr. Among the B^ec\mcTv% "Vv^ Vwv^X. \ x^^i^i^Y^A Uic 

"^pcr plant, and, with still gr cater p\raa\M^s«^ ^"^^^^"^^^^^ "^^^^^ ^'^V ^"^^ 
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birds n'e nnu' had on (itir hands, by establithing tbem in suitable localities, it 
being impossible to maiiitiiin them oil in the poultrj--yai-d. Sonio were, there- 
fore, t"ken to the islands; and the black swans, tbo heron, the graceful 
doinuiseile Francs, and our latest acquisition, the splendid Sultan-eock, soon 
becamg perfectly at home in the swamp, gi'cstly adding to tlie interest of the 
neighbourhood of Safety Bay. 
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his trip round the Cape, an extraordinary hollow rolling noise sounded li-om 
the swamp, not unlike the angry bellowing of a bull. 
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verandah pillars, watching Jack, who, in some confusion, started off towards 
the marsh. 

** Come back, you silly boy ! " cried his mother ; ** the child has not so much as 
a pistol, and is rushing off alone to face he knojvs not what ! '* 

"Perhaps," saidi, looking at Fritz, "this is not a ca-»e requiring the 
use 




about 
will 
comes ! " 

Lugging his "moist secret "along with him, Jack, flushed and breathless, 
came up to us, exclaiming: — 

'* They were to grow as big as rabbits before you saw them ! Such a shame ! 
I never thought they would kick up a row like that. Now for it!" and he 
turned out the bag. " This is * Grace,' and this is * Beauty.* " 

Two immense frogs rolled clumsily on the ground, and recovering their feet, 
sat squat before us, swelling and puffing with a ludicrous air of insulted dignity, 
while peals of laughter greeted them on all sides. 

" Ladies and gentlemen, these are two very handsome young specimens of 
the famous African buU-frog," said Jack, pretending to be offended at the 
mingled disgust and amusement occasioned by their appearance ; ** they are but 
half-grown, and I hoped to maintain them in seclusion until they reached full 
size, when I would have introduced them with proper <''c/«^ But since their 
talent for music h«as brought them precociously into public notice I must 
beg for your kind and indulgent patronage, ana — leave to take them back to 
the swamp! " 

Great clapping of hands followed Jack's speech. 

"Grac'j" and "Beauty" were examined, and commented on with much 
interest, and voted decidecUy handsome "in their way." 

Their general colour was greenish bro\NTi, mottled and spotted with reddish 
brown, and yellow ; the sides green and black; the under part yellow mottled 
with orange. The eyes were positively beautiful, of a rich chestnut hue, 
covered with golden wliite dots, which shone with a metallic lustre. The s^n 
of the body was puckered into longitudinal folds. 

Bv general consent they were remanded to the swamp. 

Snortly after our return to Bockburg, my i^ife drew my attention to the 
somewhat neglected state of our dear old summer residence at Falconhurst, 
begging me to devote some time to its restoration and embellishment. 

Tnis I most willingly undertook, and we removed thither, as soon as the 
bo^s had completed the arrangement of the artificial saltlick to their 
satisfaction. 

At Falconhurst things were quickly in good order, and we made a great 
improvement by completing the broad terrace supported on the arching roots of 
the trees, — it was better floored, — and rustic pillars and trellis-work sustained 
a bark roof which aflbrded a pleasant shade. 

After this was done, I was compelled to consent to a plan long cherished bv 
Fritz, who wished to construct a watch-tower and mount a gun on Shark Island. 
After great exertion, both mental and bodily, this piece of military engineering 
was completed ; and a flagstaff erected, on wliiih the guard at this outpost could 
run up a white flag to signal the approach of anything harmless from the sea, 
while a red flag would be shown on tne least appearance of danger. 

To celebrate the completion of this great work, which occupieid us during two 
months, we hoisted the white flag, and fired a salute of six guns. 
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CHAPTER XYI. 

Ten years afterwards — Our faniiH and fannyards — Fritz makes a voyage of diwover>* — 
Ca])e Minster and the Swallows' nests— Pearl oysters — A ntngiiifU'ent bQy--1lie 
strange message— An excursion to Pearl Bay — I-Yitz i»roi»oKe8 to scari-h for the 
stranger and prepares his canoe for her reci'i>tion— Tlie jiearl flsher>' — An encounter 
with a Wild Boar — Jack's accident— Truffles —A midnight alarm — The Litni antl his 
mate— Our enemies overcome — Juno's death— We set sail for Ro<:k burg— Fritz 
leaves us. 

" We spend our years as a tale that is told," faid King David. 
These words recurred to me again and again as I reviewed ten years, of which 
the story lay chronicled in the pages of my jounml. 

Year followed year ; chapter succeeded chapter ; steadily, imperceptibly, time 
was passing away. 

Tlie shade of sadness cast on my mind by retrospect of this kind, was dispelled 
by thoughts full of gratitude to God, for the welfare and happiness of my be- 
loved family during so long a period. 1 had cause especially to rejoice in seeing 
our sons advance to manhood, strengthened by early training for lives of useful- 
ness and activity wherever their lot might fall. 

And my great wish is, that young people who read this n cord of our lives and 
adventures, should lenm from it how admirably suited is the peaceful, indus- 
trious and pious life of a cheerful and united family, to the formation of strong, 
pure, and manly character. 

None take a better place in the great national family, none are happier or 
more beloved than those who go foi-th from ijuch bomesto'fuliil new dutiis, and 
to gather fresh interests around them. 

Having given a detailed account of several j ears' residence in New Switzer- 
land, as we liked to call our dominion, it is needless for me to continue what 
would exhaust the j)atience of the most long-suffering, by rej eating monotonous 
naiTatives of exploring parties and hunting exjieditions, wearisome descriptions 
of awkward inventions and clumsy machines, with an endless record of discoveries, 
more fit for the pages of an encyclopaedia, than a l)ook of family history. 

Yet before wmding up with the concluding events, I may mention some in- 
teresting facts illustiative of our exact position at the time these took place. 

Boekburg and Falconhurst continued to be our winter and summer head- 
quarter, and improvements were added which made them more and more con- 
venient as well as attractive in appearance. 

The foimtains, trellised verandahs, and plantations round Rockburg, com- 
pletely changed the character of the residence which on account of the heat and 
want of vegetation had in former days been so distasteful to my wife. Flower- 
ing creepers overhung the balconies and pillars ; while shrubs and trees, both 
native and European, grew luxuriantly in gi-oves of our planting. 

In the distance. Shark Island, now clothed with gi-acelul palms, guarded the 
entrance to Safety Bay, the battery and flag-staff prominently visible on its 
crested rock. 

'J he swamp, cleared and drained, was now a considerable hike, with just 
marsh and reeds enough beyond it to form good cover for the waterfowl whose 
favourite retreat it was. 

On its blue waters sailed stately blaek swans, snow-white geese, and richly- 
coloured ducks ; while out and in among the water-plants and rushes would 
appear at intervals glimpses of tlie brilliant sultan, marsh-fowl, crimson flamin- 
goes, soft blue-grey demoiselle cranes, and crested heron, all associating in 
harmony, and with no fear of us, their masters. 

The giant frogs, Grace and Beauty, delighted Jack, by actually attaining in 
fme to the size of small rabbits; and, perfectly kuo'wm^ Wis x^t'^ w^TQ^^xva.^ 
names, would waddle out of the marsb. at ma ci!i\) \a «d.\. ^ ^gc^^^^w*^ <^ 
dainty ftj. 
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Beneath the spreading trees, and through the aromatic shrubberies, old Hurry, 
the ostrich, was usually to be seen marching about, ^vith grave and dignified 
pace, as though monarch of all he surreyed. Every variety of beautiful pigeon 
nested iu the rocks and dovecots, their soft cooing and glossy plumage making 
them favourite household nets. 

By the bridge alone could Kockburg be approached ; for higher up the river, 
where, near the cascade, it was fordable, a dense and impenetrable thicket of 
orange and lemon trees, Indian figs, prickly pe«rs, and all manner of thorn • 
bearing shrubs, planted by us, now formed a complete barrier. 

The rabbit-warren on Shark Island kept us well supplied with food, as well 
as soft and useful fur; and, as the antelopes did not thrive on AVhale Isle, they 
also were placed among the shady groves with the rabbits, and their own island 
devoted to such work as candle-making, tanning, wool-cleaning, and any other 
needful but offensive operations. 

The farm at Woodlands flourished, and our flocks and herds supplied us with 
mutton, beef, and veal, while my wife's dairy was almost more than she could 
manage. 

My hoys retained their old love for giving names to the animals. They had a 
beautiful creamy- white cow, called Blanche, and a bull with such a tremendous 
voice, that he received the name cf Stcntor. Two fleet young Onagers wore 
named Arrow and Dart ; and Jack had a descendant of his old favourite Faniis, 
the jackal, which he chose to call Coco, asserting that no word could be dis- 
tinguished at a distance without " o " in it, giving illustrations of his theory till 
our ears were almost deafened. 

Excellent health had been enjoyed by us all during these ten years, though 
my wife occasionally suffered from slight attacks of fever, and the boys some- 
times met with little accidents. 

They were all fine handsome follows : Fritz, now twfenty-four, was of moderate 
height, imcommonly strong, active, muscular, and high-spirited. 

Kmcst, two ye irs younger, was tall and slight ; in disposition, mild, calm, 
and studious ; his early faults of indolence and selfishness were almost entirely 
overcome. He possessed refined tastes and great intellectual power. 

Jack, at twenty, strongly resembled Fritz, being about his hei«^ht, though 
more lightly built, and remarkable rather for active grace atid agility than for 
muscular strength. 

Franz, a lively youth of seventeen had some Of the qualities of tach of his 
brothers ; he possessed wit and shrewdiiess, but not the arch drollery of Jack. 

All were honourable, God-fearing young men, dutiful and affectionate to their 
mother and myself, and warmly attached to each other. 

Although so many years had elapsed in total seclusion, it continued t' ly 

strong impression tliat we should one day be restoted to the socif ir 

fellow-men. 

But Time, which was bringing cur sons to manhood, was also rarryiUo .< ir 
parents onwards to old age ; and anxious, gloomy thoughts relating to their 
future, should they be left indeed alone, sometimes oppressed my heart. 

On such occasions I would not communicate the sense of depression to my 
family, but turning in prayer to the Almighty Father, laid my trouble before 
Him, with never-failing renewal of strength and hope. 

My elder sons often made expeditions of which we knew notliing until their 
return nfter many hours ; when any uneasiness I might hare felt was dissi- 
pated by their joyous appearance, and reproof always died away on nly lips. 

Fritz had been absent one whole day ff-om Rockburg, and n6t until evening 
did we remark that his cajack was gone, and that he must be out at sea. 

Anxious to see him return before nightfidl, I went off to Shark Island with 
Ernest and Jack, in order to look out for him from the watch-tower there, at 
tlie same time hoisting our signal flag, and loading the gun. 
Long we gazed across the expanse ot oceaw ^\\\\.cnti» \\vt\ve level beams of 
the setting sun, and finally discerned a smaVWAaftV ^^t^iVvcv^^ ^\^WRRfe,^VL\<ih 
oy the telescope, was proved to bft the t'etvirnHi^x^MviSiteteit. 
I remarked that his skiff sailed at a sVovfex rate ^axv>3&u«\.\ft^^^N5Bfe«Q««fc, 
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the cannon wad fired to let him ]^now tliat his approach- was observed, and then 
we joyfully hurried back to receive him at the harbour. 

.It was easy to see, as lie drew neur» what had delayed his progress. The 
cajack towed a largre sack, besides being heavily laden. 

-" Welcome, Fritz I ** I cried. ** W^ome back, wherever you come from, and 
whatever you bring. You seem to have quite a cargo there ! " 

** Ye-s and my trip has led to discoveries as well as booty," answered he; 
'' interesting discoyqir^es which will tempt us again in the same duection. Come, 
boys, let's can*y up thQ. things^ and while I rest \ will relate my adventures." 

As soon as possible all assembled round him. 

"I think my absence without leave deseiyes reproach instead of this waim 
2-oception, father, and I must apologise for it," he began. " But ever since I 
possessed the cajack it has been my ambition to make a voyage of discovery 
along the coast, which we have never explored beyond the point at which I 
tilled the walrus. 

" In order to be ready to start without delav when a convenient opportunity 
offered, I made preparations beforehand, such as provisioning my skifi", fixing 
the compass in front of my seat, arranging conveniently ride, liarpoon, axe, 
boat-hook, and fishing- net. I also resolved to take with me Pouuce, my eagle, 
and this I always will do in future. 

." This morning dawned magnificently ; the calm sea, the gentle breeze, all 
drew me iiTesistibly to the fulfilment of my pm'pose. 

*' I left the harbour unperceived, the current quickly bore me. out to sea, and 
1 rounded the point to the left, passing just ovcv the spot where, beneath the 
waves, lie the guns, the cannon balls, ironwork, and all that w indestructible 
aboiit our good old wreck. And would you believe it ? Throug' tlie glassy clear 
water, undisturbed by a ripple, I actually saw many such thi' ^s stre>\Ti on the 
flat rocky bottom, 

" Pursuing my way, t ])assed among rugged cliffs and rocks which jutted 
out froin the shore, or rose in rugged masses from the water. . Iklyriads of sea- 
fowl inhabited the most inaccessible of thege, while on the lower ridges, seals, 
sea-bears, and wall-uses, were to be sqen, some basking lazily in the, su.n,. some 
plunging into the water, or emerging: awkwardly from it, hoisting their unwieldy 
bodies up the rocks by means of their, tusks. . 

" I must coiifescj to feeling anything but comfortable wliile going through the 
places held in possession by these monsters of the deep, and. used every effort to 
pass quickly nnd unnotircu. Yet it was more than an hour and a. half before I 
got clear of the rocks, clifis^ and shoals to which they resorted, and neared a high 
and precipitous cape, running far out to sea. llight opposite to me, in the side 
of this rocky wall, was a magnificent archway, forming, as it ^st appeared, to 
me, a lofty entrance to an immense vaulted cavern. 1 passed beneath Oiis noble 
portal and examined the interior. It was tenanted by numbers of a small 
species of swallow, scarcely larger than a \\Ten, jmd th.e walls were covered by 
thousands of their nests. They were rudely buitt, ana their peculiarity was that 
e.ich rested on a kind of platform, something like a i^pon without the handle* 
I detached a number, and found that they had a curious appearance, seemingly 




J.X »*c ixixyx v-wiiu**v,i^.«.. «v««^«o° '"^"f* ^"^ vyxx*.»^,o^,^ saiu 1, " youi' Qiscovcry. 
would be of value ; these are doubtless edible bird^Vnests. The bird is called 
the esculent swallow, and ^e" trade in this strange article of diet is a very large 
one. The nests are of different value, but those which are ouite new, and 
nearly white, are held in such esteem that they are worth tneir weight in 
silver. 

*' There are tremendous caverns in Java and other places where, at great risk, 
these nests are procured ; the annual weight obtained being upwards of fifty 
thousand pounds, and the value more than £200,000. .. , 

" When placed in water and well soaked, they soften and swell, and arc made 
into soup oi very strengthening and restorative equality. 

*'I f 'uk you might try your hand on these, T\\oWve\',\w"8}t\Q\ ^>3cv\Qa.V{ ^^v^^T 



1 68 The Swiss Family Robinson. 

"I can't say I fancy the look of the aueer things,*' said she, "but I don't 
mind trying i^ they will turn to jelly ; though bouing birds' -nests is cookery 
quite out of my line." 

" Oh do, mother, let us taste birds' -nests as soon as you can, though the idea 
makes me fancy my mouth full of feathers ! " laughed Jack. 

" It is really a most curious formation," said Fritz. " From whence are the 
swallows supposed to get this kind of gelatine ? "^ 

" It has never been exactly ascertained," I replied, " whether the birds discover 
or produce this curious substance. But whatever may be its basis, it is clear 
that a very large portion of it is furnished by certain glands, which pour out a 
viscid secretion." 

** After laying in my store of nests," continued Fritz, "I pursued my way 
through this vaulted cave or corridor ; which, presently turning, opened into a 
very lonely bay, so calm and lake-like, that, although of considerable size, I 
concluded at once it must nearly land-locked. Its shores, bejond the rocky 
boundary through which I penetrated, extended in a fertilg nlam towards what 
seemed the mouth of a river, beyond which lay rough, and probably marshy, 
ground, and a dense forest of cedars, which closed the view. 

" The water beneath me was clear as crystal ; and, gazing into its depths and 
shallows, I perceived beds of shell-fish, like large oysters, attached to the rocks 
and to each other by tufts of hairy filaments. 

** * If these are oysters,' thought I, ' they must be better worth eating, as far 
as size goes, than our little friends in Safety Bay,' and thereupon I hooked up 
several clusters with my boat-hook, and landing soon after on the beach, I flung 
them on the sand, resolving to fetch another load, and then tow them after me 
in the fishing-net. 

" The hot sun disagreed with their constitution, I suppose ; for when I came 
back the shells were all gaping wide open; so I began to examine them, think- 
ing that after all they were probably much less delicate than t^e smaU oysters 
we have learnt to like so much. 

** Somehow, when a thing is to be * examined,' one generally needs a knife. 
The blade met with resistance here and there in the creature's bddy ; and still 
closer * examination * produced from it several pearly balls, like peas of different 
sizes. Do you think they can be pearls ? I have a number here in a box." 

"Oh, show them to us, Fritz!" cried the boys. **What pretty shining 
things ! and how delicately rounded ! and how softly they gleam f " 

" You have discovered treasure, indeed!" I exclaimed: " why these are most 
beautiful pearls ! Valueless, certainly, under present circumstances ; but they 
may prove a source of wealth, should we ever again come into contact with the 
civilized world. "We must visit your pearl oyster beds at the earliest opportunity." 




Fritz, 

the bag of shell-fish, which I drew after me ; but I proceeded 

past the mouth of the stream to the further side of the bay, which was there 

enclosed by a point corresponding to that through which 1 had entered ; and 

bet veen these headlands 1 found a line of reefs and sand-banks, with but a 

single channel leading out to the open sea ; from which, therefore, Pearl Bay, as 

I named it, lies completely sheltered. 

*' The tide was setting strongly in shore, so that I could not then attempt a 
passage through it, but examined the crags of the headland, thinking I might 
perchance discover a second vaulted archway. I saw nothing remarkable, how- 
ever, but thou<^and3 of sea-fowl of every sort and kind, from the gull and 
sea-swallow to the mighty albatross. 

** My approach was evidently regarded as an invasion and trespass; for they regu- 
larly beset me, screaming and wheeling over my head, till, out of all patience, I stood 
up, and hit furiously about me with the boat-hook ; when, rather to my surprise, 
one blow struck an albatross with such force, that he fell stunned into the water. 
"I now once more attempted to cross the reef by the narrow channel, and 
happily succeeding, found myself in the open aea, «tm ftp^^\i"^Vwa«^w:da^ joy- 
fully' saw our dag flying, and heard the "wdcotne ^aVviX.^'^wx^x^^r 
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Here ended the narratire; but next morning Fritz drew me aside, and con- 
fided to me a most remarkable sequel, in these words — 

** There was something very exl3*aordinary about that albatross, father. 1 
allowed you to suppose tlmt I left it as it fell, but in reality I raised it to the 
deck of the canoe, and then perceived a piece of rag wound round one of its legs. 
This I removed, and, to my utter astonishment, saw English words written on 
it, which I plaiuly made out to be^* Save an unfortunate Englishwoman from 
the smoking rock! ' 

** This little sentence sent a thrill through every nerve : my brain seemed to 
whirl. I doubted the evidence of my senses. 

** * Is this reality, or delusion P ' thought I. ' Can it be true, that a fellow- 
creature breathes with us the air of this lonelv region ? ' 

** I felt stupified for some minutes: the bird, began to show signs of life, which 
recalled me to myself; and, quickly deciding what must be done, I tore a strip 
from my handkerchief, on wmch I traced the words — * Do not despair ! Help 
is near ! ' 

*' This I carefully bound round one leg, replacing the rag on the other, and 
then applied myself to the complete restoration of the bii*d. It gradually 
revivea ; and after drinking a little, surprised me bv suddenly rising on the 
wing, faltering a moment in its flight, and then rapidly disappearing from my 
view in a westerly direction. 

" Now, father, one thought occupies me continually : will my note ever reach 
this Englishwoman ? Shall I be able to find, and to save her ? 

I listened to this account with feelings of the liveliest interest and astonishment. 

** My dear son," said I, " you have done wisely in confiding to me alone your 
most exciting discovery. Unless we know more, we must not unsettle the others 
by speaking of it ; for it appears to me quite possible that these words were 
penned long ago on some distant shore, where, by this time, the unhappy 
stranger mayhave perished miserably. By the * smoking rock * must be meant 
a volcano. There are none here." 

Fritz was not disposed to look at the case from this gloomy point of view ; did 
not tMnk the rag so very old ; believed smoke might rise from a rock which was 
not volcanic ; and evidently cherished the hope tlmt he might be able to respond 
effectually to this touching appeal. 

I was in reality as anxious as himself on the subject, but judged it prudent 
to abate rather than excite hopes of success which might be doomed to bitter 
disappointment. 

After earnest consultation on the subject, we decided that Fritz should go in 
search of the writer of the message, but not until he had so altered the canoe as 
to fit it for carrjring two persons, as well as provisions sufficient to admit of his 
absence for a considerable time. Impatient as he was, he could not but see the 
wisdom of this delay. 

We returned to the house, and saw the boys busily opening the oysters, which 
they had had no time to do the previous night, and greatly excited as ever and 
anon a pearl was found. 

" May we not establish a pearl fishery at once, father?" shouted they. " We 
might build a hut on the shore of the oay, and set about it regularly." 

An excursion to Pearl Bay was now the event to which all thoughts turned, 
and for which preparations on a grand scale were made. It was to form, as it 
were, the basis of the more important voyage Fritz had in view, and to which, 
unsuspected by the rest, he could devote all his attention. 

I took an opportunity, one day, when all were present, to remark in a serious tone : 

" I have been considering, dear wife, that our eldest son is now of an age to 
be dependent on himself. I shall, therefore, henceforth leave him at liberty to 
act in all respects according to his own judgment ; and, especially in the matter 
of voyages or excursions, he must not be hampered by the fear of alarming us 
should he choose to remain absent longer than we expect. I have such entire 
confidence in his prudence, and at the same time in nis affection for us, that I 
am certain he will never needlessly cause us anxiety." 

Fritz looked gmtefally towards me as I spoVLe ; «i\!i\£A \&i:^^<^ \»ic&s^Tsc^ 
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words, embracing him affectionatelji and saying, with emotion, " God bless and 
piTserve thee, my boy ! '* . 

It took some time to make gCTeral raking or scraping machines, which I 
invented for the purpose of detaching and lifting the oysters from their native 
rocks ; but that gave Fritz leisuie to change the fittings of his canoe, eo as to 
have a spare seat in it. , 

Ills brothers naturally concluded he meant to take one of them as sliipmate on 
board, and he -allowed the mistake to continue. T,hey occupied themselves in 
making various articles they expected to be of use, and bore the delay with 
tolerable patience. 

At last came the day,- when, taking leave of the mother and Franz, we went 
on board the yacht, accompanied by some of the dogs; while Jack, proudly 
occupying the new seat beside Fritz in the canoe, shared with him the honour of 
leading the way in the character of pilots, . 

We passed safely through the rocKS and shoals near "Walrus Island into an 
expanse of calm water, sheliered by jutting cliffs, where the sea glanced like :i 
mirror, and for the first ' time we observed the fairy-like shells of the paper- 
nautilus sailing lio:htly over the dazzling surface. • 

It was impossible to see these lovely sea-farers without wishing to obtain 
specimens; and the canoe accordingly gave chase, presently securing half-a- 
dozen, which were handed to us in the yacht to be carefully preserved for the 
museum, and the place was ever after called Nautilus Creek. 

Further on we rounded a short promontory, flat with an abrupt rock at the 
extremity, to which we gave the name of Cape Tug-Nose; and then at some 
distance, appeared the grand clifls of a headland ininning far out to sea. 

This I supposed we should have to weather, but my pilots made no change 
in our course, and, following the canoe, we soon; came in sight of the majestic 
archway which offered us a short passage to Tearl Bav. 

The wonderfully architectural appenraiice of tlie pillars, arches, and pinnacles, 
surrounding and surmounting this noble entrance, struck me with admiration, 
resembling parts of a tine gothic cathedi*al, and inducing me to propose for it the 
name, Cape Alinster. 

A perfect cloud of little swallows darted from the cavernous entrance on our 
appi'oach, divided into llock-Si soared, wlreuled, flew right and left, and finally 
returned in a body as swiftly as they came, to the sides of the long dark tunnel, 
which were ft stooned with their nests. 

We detached a number of these as we passed, taking cnre to leave those con- 
taining eggs or youufr. The best were at a considerable height, but the broken 
and shelving rocks afforded, in some places, footing for such daring and active 
climbers as Fritz and Jack, and they quickly obtained as many as we could 
possibly require. 

Our progress was much assisted bj' the tide, wliich, like a current, bore 
us onward along the nave of this natural cathoditil ; aisles, transepts, screen:*, 
juid side-chapels appearing between the columfts jmil arches which in the '* diui 
religious light " were revealed to our wondering eyes. 

On emerging into the dazzling sunshine, we^ found ourselves floating in the 
calm expanse of Pearl Bay ; but it was some minutes before we could look around 
on the bright and lovely scene. 

''.Fritz had not over-rated its b^uty, and the romantic islets which studded its 
waters seemed to give the effect of a pleasant smile to features already perfect. 

We cruised about for some time, surveying the coast with its fertile meadows, 
shady groves, gently swelling hills, and murmuring brooks, seeking a conve- 
nient landing-place in the vicinity of the shallows where lay the oj-ster-beds. 

This we found, close to a sparkling streamlet; and, as the day was fast 

declining, we made speedy arrangements for burning a watch-fire ; after wliich 

we p./rtook of a hasty supp(»r, and leaving the dogs, with Coco, the jackal, 

to sleep on ahovc, we returned on \)oaKOL l\ic y^tdit for the night, anchoring within 

gun-shot of the \im(\.. 

. The const hcins quite strange to u^, 1 Vt\c^ TxaV ^\i^W^^\«Mte^-Bsa&*. 
fi^quont it; but; though X AU ivol toAv V\\a\- Wlvj Nsqn^^ w^v^^^^vrJo. xi&Ns^ 
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Bwimming, yet I was glad to hare with us our lively little ape, Mercury (the 
successor of our old favourite, Knips, long since gathered to his fathers), for he 
occupied at night a cosy berth on deck, and was certain to give vociferous notice 
should anything alarming occur. 

Fritz moored the cajack alongside, and came on board. The night passed in 
peace, although for a time we were disturbed by the yelping of jackals, with 
whom Coco persisted in keeping up a noisy conversation. 

We awoke at daybreak, and after breakfasting d la fourchctte^ we repaired in 
haste with nets, scrapers, and all other requisites, to the oyster-beds, where we 
worked with such diligence and success that in the course or two days we had an 
immense pile of shells built up like a stack on the beach, and left to decay. 

I collected a quantity of sea-weed to spread over them, which was afterwards 
burnt to make alkali, when we returned to secure our harvest of pearls. 

Every Evening we went out shooting in the neighbourhood, and kept our- 
selves supplied with game of one sort or another. The last day of our fishery 
we started earlier, intending to make a longer excursion into the woods. 

Ernest set off first with Floss ; Jack and Coco strolling after them. Fritz and 
I were still employed in taking on board the last load of our tools, when we sud- 
denly heard a shot, a loud cry of pain or fear, and then another shot. 

At the first alarm, the other two dogs rushed away from us towards the Pjwt, 
and Fritz, who had just called Pounce from his perch, to accompany us in the 
ramble, let him fly, and seizing his rifle darted oft' in the same direction. 

Before I could reach the scene of action, more shots were heard, and then a 
shout of victory ; after which appeared through the stems of the trees the 
disconsolate figure of Jack, hobbling along like a cripple, supported on each side 
by his brothei-s. 

When they came near me they stopped ; and poor Jack, moaning and groan- 
ing, began to feel himself all over, as if to search for broken bones, crying out — 
" I'm pounded like a half-crushed pepper-corn ! " 

On examination I found some severe bruises. 

*'Whf) or what has been pummelling the boy?" I exclaimed ; "one would 
think he had been beaten.'* 

*'It was a huge wild boar," said Ernest, "with fierce eyes, monstrous tusks, 
and a snout as broad as mv hand." 

We took Jack down to the jacht, bathed his bruises, gave him a cooling drink, 
and he soon fell fast asleep m his berth, where I left him and returned to the 
shore. 

"Now, Ernest," said I, "enlighten me on the subject of this adventure! 
What you and the boar did, is (j^uite a mystery to me." 

"Floss and I were going quietly along," replied he, "when suddenly there 
was a nistling and snorting close by, ancj a great boar broke through the bushes, 
making for the outskirts of the wood. Floss gave chase directly, and the boar 
turned to bay. Then up came Jack with Coco, and the gallant little jackal 
attacked the monster in the rear. In another moment, however, he was sent 
sprawling upon his back, and this so provoked his master that he fired a hasty 
ill-directed shot. The brute's notice and fury at once turned upon Jack, who 
prudently took to his heels, while I attempted to check the career of the boar by 
a shot, which, however, only slightly wounded it. Jack stumbled and fell over 
the root of a tree, just as the animal came up with him. * Help ! murder,' 
shouted he ; and if the other dogs had not then arrived, and all together tackled 
the boar, I fear it would have been a case of murder indeed ! As it was, the 
poor fellow got mauled and trampled upon dreadfully. 

" As I was waiting for an opportunity to fire without any risk of hitting Jack, 
Pounce rushed through the air and darted upon the beast, and Fritz came 
quickly up and shot it dead with a pistol. 

" While we were helping Jack along, and passing a place where the boar had 
been grubbing, I noticed some such curious knotty roots or tubercles, that I 
brought away specimens. Are they wotIYv. aiv^\\i\w%, ^q ^qvs^ Siass^'^. •^^^\>KX'ii. 
a strong smoU." 
"If I may trust my nose," said I/' yo\\\vaN^i\iT<i\\^\\,^«vxv^^\^%M>^'®* 



172 Tlie Swiss Family Robinson. 

to bo de»|>wt*(l. Yes I " I continued, putting them to my lips, " those are very 
fine truffles ! Taste them, Fritz." 

" Indeed they are excellent/' said he ; " very different from the tough, 
leathery things I remember in Europe : these are tender and well-flavoured." 

*' Because they are fresh,'* said I. ** You have before tasted those only which 
have been brought from a distance. They are found in ditfercnt parts of 
Europe, buried at a depth of ten or twelve inches in the soil of oak or beech 
woods. A small dog is employed to hunt for them, who perceives their musky 
odour in a singularly acute way, and at once scratches at the spot where they lie. 

** Have the truffles no leaves or stalks," enquired Fritz, ** by which they 
might be found without the help of the doo^ ? *' 

** They have nothing of the sort,** I replied ; " they are discovered simply by 
scent, and are considered to belong to the tribe of Fungi." 

IJy this time it wa^ late : we took supper, made up the watch-fire, and with- 
drcxv to our yacht, where we slept peacefully. 

Early next morning we proceeded to visit the field of battle. The wild boar, 
which I had not before seen, proved to be much larger and more formidable in 
appearance than I had imagined, and Jack's escape seemed to me perfectly 
marvellous. 

The boys took it as a matter of coui-se that we were to cut out hams and 
flitches ; and wo therefore did so, though I wanied them that they need not 
expect much pleasure in eating bacon from a tough old African boar like this. 
Wo conveyed the mighty hams to the beach, each on a sledge of plaited boughs 
and t>ngs, and drawn by one of the dogs. The monstrous head travelled in the 
same way, and wo collected a large number of truffles before quitting the forest. 

As soon as the dogs wore released, they i-ushed back to the scene of 
opemtions in the wood, comprehending that they were now free to feast on what 
remained there. 

There was so much to be done in consequence of this affair, that Fritz, who had 
hoped to set out on his solitary expedition that day, deferred it until the next : 
and was, therefore, fortunately with u-<, when Lite in the evening we desisted 
from our labouri', and having supped, were preparing to retire to rest. 

All at once a deep fearful sound echoed tlii-ough the neighbouring woods. It 
made our blood curdle in our veins. We listened with straining ears, hoping it 
would not be repeated. AVith a sh\idder we hoard the dread voice roar agam, yet 
nearer to us, and an answer peal from the distance. 

" We must find out who are the pcrfonners in this concert ! " exclaimed Fritz, 
springing to his feet, and snatching up his rifle. " ]^[ake the fire blaze, get on board 
theyacht, and have all the guns in readiness. I am oft' to reconnoitre in the canoe.' ' 

We mechanically cibeyed his rapid orders, while the bold youth disappeared in 
the dai'kness ; and, after heaping fuel on the fire, we went on board and armed 
oui-selves with cutlns es, besides loading all the guns, waiting in readiness either 
to land again, or to quit the coast. 

We presently saw the whole pack of our dogs, as well as Coco, the jackal, and 
the little ape. Mercury Twho had been tempted by the truffles to stay with them 
in the woods) , come galloping at full speed up to the fire. 

]\[ercury was evidently excessively discomposed at finding us gone; he 
gnashed his teeth, and chattered, as though in fear, looking hopelessly at the 
water, through which he could not venture. 

The dogs planted themselves by the fire, gozing fixedly landward, with ears 
erect, and occasionally uttering a barking challenge or a suppressed howl. 

Meantime, the horrid roarings approached nearer, and I concluded that a 
couple of leopards or panthershad been attracted by the scent of the boar's carcase. 

But not long after I had expressed this opinion, we beheld a large powerful 
animal spring from the underwood, and, with a bound, and muttered rojir, 
approach the fire. Jn a moment I recognised the unmistakable outlines of the 
form of a Jion, though in size he far suTpasae^ ouY^Via,^ ever seen exhibited in 
JEurope. 
The doga slunk behind the fire, aiid t\ie\\oiL%ea^e\V\nft€sl^Q^\jL^^^^ 
00 Jiitt Iliad legB, glaring alternately at llnem, tm^ aX. \)Mi v5c«8iV«x\Masa^\2s^ 
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htmg near, with doubtless a mixed feeling of irritation and appetite, which was 
testified by the restless moyement of his tail. 

He then arose, and commenced walking up and down with slow and measured 
pace, occasionally uttering short, angry roars, quite unlike the prolonged full 
tones we had heard at first 

At times he went to drink at the brook, always returning with such haste, 
that I fully expected to see him spring. 

Gradually his manner became more and more threatening ; he turned towards 
us, crouched, and ^-ith his body at full stretch, waved hL tail, and glared so 
furiously, that I was in doubt whether to fire, or retreat, when through the 
darkness rai^ the sharp crack of a riHe. 

" That is Fritz ! " exclaimed everj- one ; while, with a fearful roar, the lioil 
sprang to his feet, Btood stock still, tottered, sank on his knees, rolled over, and 
lay motionless on the sand. 

** We are saved ! " I cried ; " that was a masterly shot. The lion is struck to 
the heart: he will never stir again. Stay on board, boys. I must join my 
brave Fritz." 

In a few moments I landed : the do[^s met me with evident tokens of pleasure, 
but kept whining uneasily, and lookmg toward the deep darkness of tue woods 
whence the lion had come. 

This behaviour made me cautious ; and, seeing nothing of Fritz, I lingered 
by the boat, when suddenly a lioness bounded from the shadow of the trees into 
the li^ht diffused by the fire. 

At sight of the blazing faggots she paused, as though startled ; passed with un- 
certain step round the outskirts of the illuminated circle ; and uttered roarings, 
which were evidently calls to her mate, whose dead body die presently discovered. 

Finding him motionless, her manner betokened tne greatest concern ; she 
touched him with her forc-paws, smelt round him, and licked his bleeding 
wounds. Then raiding her head, she gnashed her teeth, and gave forth the most 
lamentable and dreadful sound I ever heard ; a mingled roar and howl, which 
was like the expression of grief, rage, and a vow to be revenged all in one. 

Crack ! Anotner shot : the creature's right fore-paw was lamed ; and the dogs, 
seeing me raise my gun, suddenly gathered courage, and ran forward just as I 
fired. My shot also wounded the lioness, but not mortally, and the most terrific 
combat ensued. 

It was impossible to fire again, for fear of wounding the dogs. The scene was 
fearful beyond description. Black night surrounded us ; the fitful blaze of the 
fire shed a strange, unnatural light on the prostrate body of the huge dead lion, 
and on the wounded lioness, who fought desperately against the attack of the 
four &:aUant dogs ; while the cries, roars, and groans of anguish and fury uttered 
by all the animals were enough to try tne stoutest nerves. 

Old Juno, staunch to the last, was foremost in the fray. After a time, I saw 
her change her plan of attack, and spring at the throat of the lioness; 
who, in an instant, raised her left paw, and at one blow the cruel claws had laid 
open the body of the dog, and destroyed the life of the true and faithful com- 
panion ef so many years. 

Just then Fritz appeared. The lioness was much weakened, and we ventured 
to go near enough to fire with safety to ourselves; and finally I despatched her 
by plunging a hunting-knife deep in her breast. 

Ernest and Jack were summoned from the yacht to witness the completed 
victory ; and I regretted having left them on board, when I saw how greatly the 
noise and tumult had alarmed them, unable as they were to ascertain what was 
going on. 

They hastened towards us in great agitation, and their joy on seeing us safe 
was onl3r equalled by the grief they felt on learning the death of Juno. 

The night was now far advanced; the fire burnt low; but we piled on more 
wood, and, by the renewed light, drew poor Juno from between the paws of the 
lioness ; and, by the brookside, washed and bound up the torn body, wrapping it 
carefully in canvas, &Ti(i canying it with us onbowm Wve '^^t\v\, •Csi:\\.*-^\ssss^\*^ 
buried ut JRockburg, whither, on the foUoYfiag da^', \\.\i«k& Qva ^\is.^Qe&N5i v^j«3ca.* 
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Wearied and son'owful, but full of thankfulness for our personal safety, we at 
length lay do^vn to sleep, having brought all the dogs on board. 

Next morning, before quitting Pearl Bay, we once more landed, that we might 
possess ourselves of ttie magnificent skins of the lion and lioness, whose visit, 
fatal to themselves, had caused such a commotion during the night. 

In about a couple of hours we returned to the yacht, leaving the flayed cai*- 
cases to the tender mercies of the birds of prey sm'e to be attracted to them. 

" Homeward bound," sang out the boys, as they cheerily weighed anchor, and 

Jrcpared to stand out to sea. I could see, though he did not complain, that poor 
ack had not yet recovered from the boar's rough treatment^and moved vei*y stiffly. 

" You must pilot us through the channel in the reef, this time, FiT[tz,*'^said I ; 
adding, in a lower tone, " and then is it to be * farewell,' my son ? " 

"Yes, dear father — Au revoir ,''* returned he, brightly, with a glance full of 
meaning, while he threw into his canoe a cushion and fur cloak. 

*' Thwiks, Fritz ! but I'm going to honour them with the care of my battered 
bones in the yacht here. You are awfully considerate though, .ofd fellow," 
remarked Jack, not for a moment doubting that his brother expected him to 
return, as he came, beside him in the cajack. 

Fritz laughed, and commended his decision. Then, springing into his skiff, 
he led the way towards the open sea. 

We followed, carefully, and soon passed the reef; after which the boys were 
very busy with the sails, putting the vessel on the homeward course, when, 
waving His hand to me, Fritz turned in the opposite direction, and quickly 
vanished behind the jjoint, which I afterwards named Cape Farewell. 

When missed by his brothers, I said he had a fancy to explore more of the 
coast, imd if he found it interesting, he might, instead of only a few hours, 
remain absent for two or three days. 

Towards evening, we sailed into Safety Bay. 
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Juno's epitaph— Pi-itz does not appear— We start in search of him— A Cachalot Whale 
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our right to the Whale — Coco joins his bretliren— Jack and Jenny search f«)r thf3 
truant— We leave Pearl Bay- A hearty reception— A visit to FalconJiurst— Jack 
displays our stud— Tlie rainy season again. 

The mother and Franz, though somewhat startled by the unexpected absence 
of Fritz, were delighted to see us return safely, and listened with eager interest 
to our adventures. My wife shuddered, and scarcely suppressed an involuntsny 
scream as she heard of our desperate encoimter with tne lion and his mate. Jack's 
danger and providential escape, too, made her tremble ; and so pale did he still 
look, that she could scarcely believe he was uninjured. 

Tears came into Franz's eyes when he heard of the sad death of poor old 
Juno ; and he inc^uired most tenderly whether her remains had been Drought 
back, that they might be interred near the house which had been her home fur 
so many years. 

Next day he saw her buried carefully ; and Ernest, at his rcque.*vt, produc d 
an epitaph, which was inscribed upon a slab of stone above her grave. 

JUNO. 

A servant tnie lies here : 
A faithful friend, 

A Dos, 
To all most vVvivvT; 
Who met l\e\' ewA. 
Fighting right hiavelv m Yiei maaUf* cajasfc. 
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The flesh of the wild boar and tlie trufllcs wt-ie handed over to the mother, 
who receired them with delight, promising ns therefrom many a savoury dish. 
She would fain have had the boar's head too ; but my word was pledged to 
Ernest that it should adorn his museum, and, thouj^h my lips watered to taste it 
baked in Hottentot fashion, I would not break niy nromise. 

This splendid head, therefore, together with the lions* skins, we carried to the 
tannery on Whale Island, where they were cleaned and dressed. 

Five daj'S passed, but Fritz still remafned absent. I could not conceal my 
anxiety, and at length determined to follow liim. All were delijihled at the pro- 
posal, and even the mother, when she heard that we were to sail in the pinnace, 
agreed to accompany us. 

1 he boat was sto^d, and on a blight morning, with a favourable breeze, we 
five, with the doo;s, stepped aboard, and ran for Cape Minster. 

Our beautiful little yacht bounded over the water gaily, find the bright sun- 
shine and delicious sea-breeze put us all in the highest spirits. The entrance of 
the archway was in sight, and thither I was directing the boat's course. 
Suddenly, right ahead, I saw a dark and shadowy mass just below the sui*face of 
the water. " A sunken rock ! " I thought to myself, '* and yet it is strange that 
I never before noticed it." I put down the helm in a moment, but a catastrophe 
seemed inevitable. 

AVe surged ahead I A slight shock, and all was over ! The danger was 
passed ! 

I glanced astern, to look again at the dangerous spot; but the rock was gone, 
and, where but a moment before I had distinctly seen its great green shidow, I 
could now see nothing. Before we had recovei*ed from our amazement, a shout 
from Jack surprised me. .... 

" There is another," he pxclaim^d^ " to etarboaid, ^tHer ! ' • 

Sure enough, there lay, apparently, andthe^Aunkeii toc^- . 

" The rock is moving f" snouted Franz ; and a great black body emerged from 
the sea, while from the upper extremity riished a column of water, which, with 
a mighty noise, rose upwards, and then f(^ like rain all around. Ihc mystery 
was explained; for, as the great beast emerged yet further from the water, 
I recognised, from its cnoniious size and great lengthof head, the Cachalot Whale. 

Tlie monster was apparently enraged at the way we had scratched his back ; 
for retreating to a short distance, he evidently meditated a rush upon us. 

Feai-ful stories occuncd to me of the savage temper of this whale, how he lias 
bc(m kno^NTi to destroy boat after boat, and even to sink great ships, and with a 
feeling of desperation I sprang to one of the guns. Jack leaped to the other, and 
almost simultaneously wc fired. Both shots apparently took efl'ect ; for the whale, 
nfter lashing the wnter violently for a few seconds, plunged beneath its surface, 
and disappeared. Wc kept a sliarp look out for him, for 1 was unwilling to lose 
such a valuable prize, and, reloading, stood towards the shore, in which direction 
he wii8 apparently making. Presently we again flighted him in shallow water, 
lashing fearfully with his tail, and dyeing the waves around him with blood. 
Ajjjproaching the infuriate animal as nearly as I dared, we again fired. 

The struggles of the whale seemed for a jtew moments to become even yet more 
frantic, and then, with a quiver from head to tail, he lay motionless — dead] 

The boys were about to raise a cry of victory, but checked the shout upon 
their veiy lips ; for dai-ting behind a rock they espied a canoe paddled by a tall 
and muscular savnge, who now stood up in his skift'and appearea to be examining 
us attentively. Seeing that we were standing towards him, the swarthy native 
seized his paddle and again darted behind a rock. An awful thought now took 
possession of me. There must be a tribe of blacks lurking on these shores, and 
Fritz must have fallen into their hands. We, however, I determined, should not 
be easily taken ; and our guns were loaded and run out. 

Presently a dusky face appeared, peephig at us from a lofty rock : it vanished, 
and wc saw another peeping at us from lower down. Then again the skiff put 
out as though to make a further reconnoitre. All, even Jack, looked anxious, 
and v:)'.mccd at mo for orders. 

*♦ jloist a white ifag:," said I, ** and liaii6L m^ l\ie «^^i\jJ8Mvv\.Y>MSS!(^"t\.>'* 
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I seized tlie instrument nnd uttered sucli peaceable words in the Ualaj- Un- 
fuageas I could recall: neither the flag nor my vords aeemed to produce an; 
eir(t:t, imd the savage was about lo return to the ahore. 

Jiiek hereupon lost patience, and iu his tti 

" Come here, you black eon of 1 
niake friends, or we'll blow vou and your " 

" Stop! stop! you foolish boy," I said ', " you will but alarm tbo man, with 
your wild woi'da and geaturee.'* 

"No! bur, ace," he cried, " be ii paddling towards ua ! " 

And Buie enough the canoe waa rapidly approaching. 

I'lcaeutly a cry from Franx alarmed me. " Look ] look ! " he shrieked, " the 
• villain is in 

• Fritz's CBjack. I 
w^nis' bead," 
£meBt alone re- 
mained unmoved. 
Ho took Iho 
Bpeaking - trum- 
"Fritz.ahoy!" 
. " welcome, old 
The words were 
Boarcely out of 
^ bu mouth when 
H I, too, recognised 
H isi» beneath its 
" dusky disguise. 
nnte die brave 
boywBs on board, 
and in spite of 
his blackened &ce 
r.., -_z^ "as kissed and 

'welcomed bear- 

CiCHALOT-WHAUt. tily. He Was BOW 

assailed with a 

sUirm of qacstions from all sideB ; "Where bad he been f" "Whathadkept 

bim so long, and why had he turned blackamoor F " 

" The laat question," replied he, with a enijle, " is the only one I will now 
answer ; the othtiB ahall be eiplsined when I give a full acoount of my adven- 
turea. Hearing guns fired, my mind was instontly filled with ideas cf UbIbv 
pirates, for I never dreamed that you could be hers in the yacht, so I disguised 
myself as you now see me, and came forth to reconnoitre. When you addressed 
me in Malay you only added to my tenor, for it left not a doubt in my mind 
that you were pirates.'' 

Having in our turn described to 
whale, I asked hinr if be knew of 3 

"Certainly," he replied, casting towards me a glance full of meaning; "I 
can lead you to an island where there is eplendid anchors^, and which i* 
ilself well worth seeing, for it contains all sorts of strange tlungs." And after 
renioTing the stains t^sta. hia skin, and turning himself once more into a civi- 
lized beinf, he egma sprang into Ms canoe iui£'f\V!\Kdu&to a picturesque little 
ulandia the hay. 

Now that then could be no dou\A »a io awBi'i«™i<*'^'ci^i'*«^»*'*ii!a^\-» 
'""rvrheeitated to give to my wil« an Bfico'ai^. oS \aa'piivA,oiAMi v ^" 
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mind for the surprise which awaited her. She was greatly startled, as I expected, 
and seemed almost overcome with emotion at the idea of seeing a human being, 
and that being one of her own sex. 

"But why, she asked, "did jou not tell me of this at first? Why wait 
until t^e last moment with such loyful news ':^ " 

'* I was unwilling," I replied, *' to raise hopes which might never be realized; 
but now, thank Heaven, he has succeeded, and there is no need for concealment." 

The boys could not at all understand the evident air of mystery and sup- 
pressed excitement which neither their mother, Fritz, nor I could entirely con- 
ceal. They cast glances of the greatest curiosity towards the island, and as soon 
as ti^e sails were furled and the anchor dropped, they sprang eagerly ashore. In 
a body we followed Fritz, maintaining perfect silence. Presently we emerged 
from the thicket through which we were passing, and saw before us a hut of 
sheltering boughs, at the entrance of which burned a cheerful fire. 

Into tnis leafy bower Fritz dived, leaving his brothers without, mute with 
astonishment. In another moment he emerged, leading by the hand a sHght, 
handsome youth, by his dress apparently a young EngHsh naval ofiicer. The 
pair advanced to meet us ; and Fritz, with a countenance radiant with joy, 
briefly introduced his companion as Edward Montrose. 

**• And," he continued, looking at his mother and me, " will you not welcome 
him as a friend and a brother to our family circle F " 

"That win we, indeed ! " I exclaimed, advancing and holding out my hands 
to the fair young stranger. ^* Our wild life may have roughened our looks and 
manners, but it has not hardened our hearts, I trust." 

The mother, too, embraced the seeming youth most heartily. The lads, and 
oven the dogs, were not behind hand in testifying their gratification at the 
appearance of their new friend— the former delighted at the idea of a fresh com- 
panion, and the latter won by her sweet voice and appearance. 

From the expressions made use of by Fritz I perceived that the girl wished 
her sex to remain unrevealed to the rest of the party until the mother could 
obtain for her a costume more suited to her real character. 

The young men then ran down to the yacht to bring up what was necessary 
for supper, as well as to make preparations for a camp in which we might spend 
the night. This done, the mother hastened to set before us a substantial meal, 
while the boys, anxious to make their new acquaintance feel at home amongst 
them, were doing their best to amuse her. She herself, after the first feeling cf 
strangeness had worn off, entered fully into all their fun ; and by the time they 
sat down^ to supper was laughing and chatting as gaily as any one of the rest. 
She admired the various didoes, tasted our m^id, and, without alluding once to 
her previous life, kept up a liveljr conversation. 

The mere fact of meeting with any human being after so many years of 
isolation was in itself sufiieient to raise the boys to the greate-st state of excite- 
ment ; but that this being should be one so nandsome ; so gay, so perfectly 
charming, seemed completely to have turned their heads* and when I gave the 
sign for the breaking up of the feast, and their new friend was about to be led to 
the night quarters which had been prepared for her on board the yacht, 
the health of Edward Montrose was proposed, and drank in fragrant mead 
amidst the cheers and acclamations of ail hands. 

When she was gone and silence had been restored, Jack exclaimed : 

" Now, then, Fritz, if you please, just tell me where you came across this 
jolly fellow. Did you take your mysterious voyage in search of him, or did you 
meet him by chance ? Out with your adventures, while we sit comfortaoly 
round the fire.** 

So saying, Jack cast more wood upon the blazing pile, and throwing himself 
down in his usual, careless fashion, prepared to listen attentively. 

Fritz, after a few moments' hesitation, began — 

" Perhaps you remember," said he, "how when I returned from my expe- 
dition in the cajack the other day, I struck down an albatross. None out my 
father at the time knew, howeyer, what \>eQac[£L<& cA ^Jaa'^wai^fij^SKfi^^w. ^sso^ 
thought more about it. 1 et it was that cA!ba\xQ«A '«^<;^\»^^^gE&'c&& ^osjo^sfe ^ *^i^ 
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1, I determined Bhould cony back a 



ihipwmkEd stt^ngCT ; end he, b 
to chVer nnd encauiage the leDder. 

" I tint, Bs you know, prepared mj' cajack ki oarrf tiro pfrsqna ; and then, 
vrjtb B heart futi of hop« and tniat, left you aod the f acbt, and, vith PouncC! 
Bested before ntB, made for llie open twa. For Bevoial boun I paddled eteadil}' 
on, til], the wiod fVeshening, 1 thought it advisable to keep in nearer ahore ; 
that, ahoald a regular storm arue, I niight lind tome abellered bay Id which to 
weather it. 

'* It vnii vaU T did >o ; for acareely had I reached a quiet core which pro- 
the proteetioD I deaired, than the cea appeared c: -' 



miaed to affoi^ 
foam ; gr^at surging 
I felt that I naa ' 



; and even in the comparatiTS calm of the bay 



<d the ni 



The nind had lubaidr 
buBily employed ' 



;bt of W 




.... . tcntured forth. 

c»th; and keeping my eyes 
n every direction to detect, if possible the slightest 
trftcc of nnoke or other sign of human life, I paddled on till noon. 

" The aspect of the coaat now began to change : the shores Vere sandy, vbilc 

further inland lay dense foreaU, fi^ whose gbwmy depths I could ever and 

anon hear the fierce 

>f bcasta of prey. 

ell of apes, the 

liendiah laugh of the 

hpena, or tlie destiair- 

' ig death cry of aiiiip- 

SB deer. B^domlmve 

.experiencedagreoler 

reeling of Bolitude than 

whilst listening to 

these strangfl Bounds. 

and knowing that I in 

this frail canoe was 

^he only human being 

near. Giving inj-self 

up to contemplation, 

I rested my pnddle, 

end allowed my csjack 

to drift slowly on. 

I " As I ncared the 

\y shore, I noticed n large 

number of strange- 



forest, where they were 
feeding on what ap- 
peared to be the [>epiitr 
plant; they aeiyedthe 
berries in their great [wnderous beaks, threw them up into the air, and then dei- 
terously caught them in their bll. Theii' beaks were rrally something eitraor- 
dinary : they bioked as though they must give their owners a perpetual 
headache, fimn their immense weight. ITio only thing that relieved the ei- 
treme uglinea of these great appendages was their gorgeous colour, which was 
only tivsIJed by the gay hue of the plumage. I wish now that I had brought 
\otBe a gpecimen ; but, at the Uroe, 1 ■saa so much amused by watebiiia the 
-J antics of the birdfl, that 1>1\4 noV, ftiiris. ol u\tejnvn^ one. When 
lespot, Iiettled in By own luioil lYiai'Cae^ iine Vi^unoK'. -nwA. -n^aS:^ 
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The Professor, unwilling to interrupt the narratiye) merely gave on oracular 
nod, and Fritz continued — 

<' For some hours after this I paddled quickly on. sometimes passing the mouth 
of a stream, sometimes that of a broad river. Had X been merely on an exploring 
expedition, I should have been tempted, doubtless, to cruise a little way up 
one of these pathways into the forest : but now such an idea did not enter my 
head. On, on, on I felt I must go, until I should reach the goal of my voyage. 

'* The shades of night at length drew on, and finding a sheltered cove, I 
moored my caiack, and stepped on shore. You may imagine how i^leasant it was 
to stretch my legs, after sitting for so long in the cramped position which my 
(»,jack enforces. It would not do, however, to sleep on shore ; so after preparing 
and enjoying my supper, I returned on board, and there spent the night. 

** Next morning rounce and I again landed for breakfast. I Ut my fire, and 
hung before it a plump young parrot to roast. As I was so doing, I h^rd a 
slight rustle amongst the long grass behind me. I glanced round, and tiiere, 
with glaring eyes, and his great tail swaying to and fro, I saw an immense tiger. 

** In another moment his spring would have been made. I should have been 
no more, and our young guest would have been doomed to, God only knows how 
many more years of frightful solitude ! 

" Sly gun was lying by my side. Before I could have stooped to pick it up, 
the monster would have seized me. 

" Pounce saw and comprehended my danger : the heroic bird darted upon my 
enemy, and so blinded him with his fiapning \^ings, and the fierce blows of his 
beak, that his spring was checked, and I had time to recover my self-possession. 
I seized my gun and fired ; and the bmte, pierced to the heart, gave one spring, 
and then rolled over at my feet. 

** My enemy wasdead, but beside him, alas ! lay poor Pounce, crushed and life- 
less. One blow of the great beast' s paw had struck hun down , never to rise again ! " 

Fritz's voice shook as he came to tliis point ; and, after remaining silent for a 
moment or two, he continued, hurriedly — 

** With a sad and desolate feeling at my heart, I buried the faithful bird 
where he had met his death ; and then, unable longer to continue near the spot, 
I returned to my cajack, and leaving the great tig^j^^Jying where he fell, paddled 
hastily away. •''■ ; 

" My thoughts were gloomy. I felt as though, ho'# that my companion was 
gone, I could no longer continue th6 voyage. The albatross, I thought, may 
have flown for hundreds of miles before it reached ifle. -This stranger may be on 
difi'crent shores from these entirely ; every stroke of ihy paddle may be carr}'ing 
me further from the .blazing signal : who knows P .! • 

*' lliis feeling of discouragement was not, howerer, to be of long duration ; for 
in a moment more a sight presented itself, which ]wi)id^. all my doubts and 
fears, and raised me to the highest pitch of excitements . 

" A high point of land lay before me. I rotmde(| it^.and i&tejrohd. found a calm 
and pleasant bay, from whose curved and thickly Wooded shcares ran out a reef 
of rocks. From the point of this reef rose a ^luobn of smoke, steadily and 




** A few strokes seemed to carry me across the bay, and securing my canoe, I 
leaped upon the rock, on which the beacon was blazing, but not a sign of a 
human being could I see. I was about to shout, for as the fire, had evidently 
been recently piled up, I knew the stranger could not be far off; but before! 
could do so, t saw a slight figure passing along the chain of rocks towards the 
spot on which I stood. You may all imagine my sensations. 

" I advanced a few paces; and then mastering my emotion as best I cmld, I 
said, in English— 

" ' Welcome, fair stranger! God, in His mercy, has heard your call, and has 
sent me to your aid ! * 

" Miss M on f lose c^ine quickly forward " 

" Wlio ? Tfhat 'e " shouted the boys, iateiiw^\^^ ^<i XtfarwSCv?^^ ^"^ ^s^':^ ^'ssssaa 
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forward ? " and amid a general habbub, Emeit, ridog ani 

bmther, aoid in his quiet way: 

" I did not like to miLke anj remark till you actually let out the aecret, FritZt 
but we need no longer pretend not to see tbraugh the dlafuiae of Edwaid T&isit- 

Fritz, though much dieoonecrtBd by the diacovety of the seoret, recovered hia 
Belf'poBeeauon ; and, after bearing with perfect equanimity the jokea with 
which his brother! osaailed him, joined in three cheore for their new eiiter, and 
when the confuBLon and laughter which enauod had lubHidod, cantjnued hie etoryi 

" UiBB Montrose grasped my hands warmly, and guessing A^nn my pronuncia* 
" ' ' '"1 the habit of speaking 'Pigli't' every day of 



e Che bird returned with your meaaage. 
to the shore ; where ahe 



man, I. am afraid, that i 
my life, said in French : 

'' 'Long, long, have 
Thank God, you have cc 

" Then, with teara of joy and gratitade, ahe led mi 
hod built a hiit and a safe eleeping-place^ like FalcoimiuHt. uu & smau acake, 
among the hrnnches of a tree. I was delighted with all ehe showed me, for 
indeed her hut and its dttiugs evinced no ordinary skill and ingenuity. Bound 
the walls hung bows, arrows, lances, and bird-anares ; while on her work-table, 
in boxes and cases, carved alulfully with a knife, were Geh-hoaks of mother-of- 
pearl, needles made from fish-bones, aud bodkins from the beaks of birds, fisb- 
ing-linea of all sorts, and knives and other tools. These latter, she told me were, 
with a cheat of wearing apparel, almost the only things washed ashore after the 
wreck, when three years ago she was cast alone upon mis desolate coast. I mar- 
velled more and more at the wonderful way in which this girl had surmounted 
obstacles, the quarter of which would completelvliare appalled the genei^ty 
of her sei. The hut itself was a marvel cf skill ; stout iKwts had been driven 

a the ground, with cross pieces of bamboo, to form a frame-work ; the walls 



the roof thatched 




. __ palm-leaves, and Iho 

whole plastered smoothly with 
clay, an open space bemg left in 
the i«ntre of the roof for a chimney 
to carry off the smoke of Uie flrs. 

"As we entered, a cormorant, 
with a crv of anger, flew ftom 
under the table towards me, and 
was about to attacli me fiercely. 
Miss Montrose called it off, and 
she then told me she had eaptared 
end tamed the bird soon after first 
landing, and since that time had 
contrived tD train it toaasistlur 
in every conceivable way \ it now 
not onJy was a pleasant com' 
pamon, hut brought her food of 
every descnntion, flsh, flesh, and 
fowl, for whether it dived into 
the K sters, according to ita natural 
habit, struck doun birds upon the 
wme, or seized rabbits and other 
small animals upon the land, it 
laid all lis booty at her feet. 

Before darkness closed in, all 
and 



trivances of the place had been 
displayed — the kitchen - stove, 
cooking utenailB, akin "-"•-- 
ahell plates and spoons, tJ 

and then, sitting down wiUi my & 

m« ft thort ttccount of her lifb ; 



bottles, 



Miss Montr os^ 5 History. i8i 

" Jenny Montrose was the daughter of a British officer who had served for 
many years in India, where she herself was bom. At the early age of three 
years sne lost her mother. 

" After the death of his wife, all the Coloners love and care was centred upon 
his only child ; under his eye she was instructed in all the accomplishments 
suited to her sex ; and from him she imbibed an ardent love of field sports. By 
the time she was seventeen she was as much at home upon her horse in the field 
as in her father's drawing-room. Colonel Montrose now received orders to 
return home with his regiment, and as for certain reasons he did not widi her 
to accompany him in the ship with the troops, he obtained a passage for her on 
board a vessel which was about to sail at the same time. 

** The separation was extremely painful to both the old soldier and his daughter, 
but there was no alternative, rney parted, and Miss Montrose sailed in the 
* Dorcas' for England. A week after she had left Calcutta, a storm arose and drove 
the vessel far out of her course ; more bad weather ensued ; and at length, leaks 
having been sprung in all directions, the crew were obliged to take to the boats. 
Jenny obtained a place in one of the largest of these. After enduring the perils 
of the sea for many days, land was sighted ; and, the other boats having disap- 
peared, an attempt was made to land. The boat was capsized, and Miss Mon- 
trose alone reached the shore. For a long time she lay upon the sand almost 
inanimate ; but reviving sufficiently to move, she at length obtained some shell- 
fish, and by degrees recovered her strength. From that time forth until I 
appeared she never set eyes upon a human being. To attract any passing 
vessel, and obtain assistance, however, she kept a beacon continually blazing 
at the end of the reef; and, with the same purpose in view, attacrhed missives to 
the feet of any birds she could take alive in her snares. The albatross, she told 
me, she had kept for some time, and partially tamed ; but, as it was in the habit 
of making long excursions on its own accoimt, she conceived the idea of sending 
it also with a message, that, should it by chance be seen and taken alive, it 
might return with an answer. 

"Our supper was over; and, at length, both wearied out with the anxieties 
and excitement of the day, we retired to rest, she to her leafy bower, and I to 
sleep in the hut below. 

" X^'ext morning, having packed her belongings in the caiack, we both went 
on board ; and bidding adieu to her well-known bay she took her seat before me, 
and I made for home. 

"We should have reached Rockburg this evening had not an accident 
occurred to our skiff and compelled us to put in at this island. The boat was 
scarcely repaired when I heard your first snots. I instantly disguised myself; 
and, never doubting that Malay pirates were near, came forUi to reconnoitre. 
Glad, indeed, I was to find my fears ungrounded." 

All had listened attentively to Fritz's story, but now a dreadful yawn from 
Franz, followed bv others from Jack, Ernest, and Fritz, and a great desire on 
my own part to follow their example, warned me that it was time to dismiss the 
party for the night. Fritz retired to his cajack, the boys and I to the deck of 
the yacht, and the remainder of the night passed quietly away. 

Next morning as we assembled for breakfast I took the opportunity of begging 
Miss Montrose no longer to attempt to continue her dis^^uise, but to allow us to 
address her in her real character. 

Jenny smiled ; for she had noticed, as the young men met her when she came 
from the cabin, a great alteration in their manner, and had at once seen that her 
secret was guessed. 

" After ^," she said, ** I need not be ashamed of this attire ; it has been my 
only costume for the last three years, and in any other I should have been im- 
able to manage all the work which during that time has been necessary.'* 

Our pleasant meal over I prepared to start for home, but Fritz remmded me 
of the cachalot, and although he confessed he should not care to repeat the 
operation of cutting up a whale, he thought it would be a pity to lose such a 
cnance of obtaining a supply of spermaceti. 

I fully agreed with Imn ; and embarking, we quickly reached the sandbank 



1^2 The Swiss Family Robinson, 

on which the motister lay. No sooner did we come near than the dogs leaped 
ashore, and before we could follow, rushed round to the other side of the great 
beast ; snarling^ growling, and hpwling ensued, and when we reached the spot 
we found a temfic combat going on. A troop of wolves were disputing fiercely 
with the dogs their right to the prey. Our appearance, however, quickly settled 
the matter; two of the brutes already lay dead, and those that now escaped our 
guns, galloped off. Amongst the pack were a few jackals, and no sooner did Coco 
batch sight of these, his relatiohs, than suddenly, attracted by his instinct, he left 
Ms master's sid^, and in spite of our shouts and cries, joined them, and disap- 
peared into the forest. 

As it would have been -useless and dangerous to attempt to follow the deserter 
into the woods, we left him alone, ti-usting that he would return before we 
again embarkea. Fritz then climbed up the mountain of flesh, and with his 
hatchet quickly laid open the huge skull: Jack and Franz joined him, — Ernest 
having remained on tne island, where we had left the motner and Jenny,— and 
with buckets' assisted him to bail out the spermaceti. The few vessels we 
possessed were soon full, and having stored them in the yacht, we once more 
embarked and arrived at the little island shortly before the dinner hour. 

A capital meal had been prepared for us, and, when we had made ourselves 
presentable, we sat down to it, and related our adventures. The aocount of 
Coco's desertion was received with exclamations of surprise and sorrow. " Yet," 
said Jenhv, after a time, " I do not think you should despair of his recovery, 
for animals in their native state seldom care to allow those that have been 
once domesticated to consort with them. My poor albatross even, though ho 
was never thoroughly tamed, and certainly oiu finally desert me, yet used to 
return at intervals ; and I am pretty sure that Were you, Jack, to search the 
wood early to-morrow morning, you would find your pet only too willing to 
come back to civilized life ; or, if yoU like, I will go mvself and find him, for I 
should immensely like to have a paddle in the cajack all by myself.'' 

Jack was delighted at the former suggestion, and though he would not listen 
for a moment to Jenny's request to be allowed to go alone, ho agreed, if she 
cared for the fun of an early cruise, to accompany her in the canoe next morn- 
ing, and to return to the yacht in time to start for Rockburg. 

At sunrise they were off, armed with "bait" in the shape of meat and 
biscuit, and a muzzle and chain which Jack had manufactured in the evening to 
punish the runagate for his offences, should they catch him. Amved at the 
flandbaiik, they landed; and, after entering the forest and shouting "Coco, 
Coco ! " till the woods rang again, they presently espied the truant, slouching 
disconsolately towards th^m, looking very miserable and heartily ashamed of 
himself. 

With torn ears, and coat ruffled and dirty, he sneaked up. There ^was jio need 
to use the bait to entice him ; and when the poor beast thus came, unhappy and 
begging forgiveness. Jack had not the heart to degrade him further with the 
muzzle and chain. He had evidently attempted to join his wild brethren, and 
by them had been scouted, worried, and hustled, as no true jackal ; and, as 
Jenny had foretold, was now only too glad to return to bondage and to comfort. 

Poor Coco had recovered his spirits slightly by the time the yacht was 
reached ; and, after a hearty meal, again took his place Amohgst the dogs, whom 
I had little doubt he would never again desert. 

All was now bustle and activity ; and breakfast over, we went aboard the 
yacht. Fritz and Jack stepped into the canoe ; and we soon left Fair Isle and 
Pearl Bay far behind. 

The morning was delightful. The sea, excepting for the slight lipple raised 
by the gentle breeze wafting us homewards, was perfectly cahn. blowly and 
contentedly we glided on through the wonders of the splendid archway, 
threaded out passap:e amongst the rocks and shoals, and passed out to the open 
eea. 80 slowly did we make out vray, \iJMA. \3ift occupants of the cajack 
announced that they could not wait iot u*NA\ekU>i)ttssV%^Q^<t^^\k<^^ 
from amongst the shoals and reels, ati4p\\e^t\ie\x^5aAfl^fi&\a%\i€sx^!wA^^^ 
'^at they were soon out of sigU, "KauXVX.ua "B*.^ ^ovft. ^^ ^>a%-^^«fc^Rsaft\a. 
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due time passed, however, and Shark Island hove in sight. "With great 
astonishment Jenny gazed at our wat< h tower, with its guard-house, the fierce- 
looking guns, and'^the waving flag upon the heights. We landed, that she 
might visit the fortification ; Avhen we displayed all our arrangements with 
great pride, WTien they and the herd of lovely gazelles had been sufliciently 
admired, we agiiiti embarked, and steered towards iJcliverance Bay. On reach- 
ing the entrance, a grand salute of twelve shots welcomed us and our fair ^est 
to Kockburg. Not pleased with the even number, however, Ernest insisted 
upon replying with tnirteen guns, an odd number being, he declared, absolutely 
necessary for form's sake. 

As we neared the quay, Fritz and Jack stood ready to receive us, and with 
true politeness handed their mother and Jenny ashore. They turned and led 
the way to the house through the gardens, orchards, and shrubberies which 
lay on the rising ground that sloped gently upwards to our dwelling. 

Jenny's surprise was changed to wonder as she neared the villa itself — its 
broad, shady oalcony, its fountains sparkling in the sun, the dove-cots, the 

Sigeons wheeling above, and the bright, fresh creepers twined round the columns 
elighted her. She could scarcely believe that she was still far from any 
civilized nation, and that she was amongst a family wrecked like herself upon a 
lonely coast. 

My amazement, however, fully equalled that of my little daughter when 
beneath the shade of the verandah I saw a table laid out with a dtlicious 
luncheon. All our china, silver, and glass had been called into requisition, 
and was arranged upon the spotless damask cloth. 

Wine sparkled in the decanters, splendid pine-apples , oranges, guavas, apples, 
and pears, resting on cool green leaves, lay heaped in pyramids upon the 
porcelain dishes. A haunch of venison, cold fowl, ham, and tongues occupied 
the ends and sides of the table, while in the centre rose a vase of gay flowers, 
surrounded by bowls of milk and great jugs of mead. It was, indeed, a perfect 
jfcMSt, and the heartiness of the welcome brought tears of joy into the lovely eyes 
of the fair girl in whose honour it had been devised. 

All were soon ready to sit do^vn ; and Jenny, looking prettier than ever in 
. the dress for which she had exchanged her sailor's suit, took the place of honour 
between the mother and me. Ernest and Franz also seated themselves ; but 
nothing would induce Fritz and Jack to follow their example. They considered 
themselves our enteilainei's, and waited upon us most attentively, car\'ing the 
joints, filling our glasses, and changing the plates ; for, as Jack declared to Miss 
Montrose, the servants had all run away in our absence, and for the next day or 
two, perhaps, we should be obliged to wait upon om-selves. 

When the banquet was over, and the waiters had satisfied their appetites, 
they joined their brothers, and with them displayed all the wonders of Ilock- 
burg to their new sister. To the house, cave, stables, gardens, fields, and boat- 
houses, to one after the other did they lead her. 

Not a comer would they have left unnoticed, had not the mother, feaiing 
they would the the poor girl out, come to the rescue, and led her back to the 
house. 

On the following day, after an early breakfast, we started, while it was yet 
cool, for Falconhurst ; and as I knew that repaus and anangements for the 
coming winter would be necessary, and would detain us for several daj's, we 
took with us a supply of tools, as well as baskets of provisions, and other things 
essential to our comfort. 

The whole of our stud, excepting the ostrich, were in their paddocks, near 
the tree ; but Jack, saying that his mother and Jenny really must not walk the 
whole way, to the great amusement of the lattei\ leaped on Hun-y, and fled 
awav in front of us. Before we had accomplished one quarter of the distance, 
we heard the thundering tread of many feet galloping down the avenue, and 
presently espied our motley troop of steeds being driven furiously towards us. 
Storm, Lightfoot, Swift, Grumble, Stentor, Arrow, and Dart were there., with 
Zack, cm bis &eet two-legged couraer, atl\ifc\x\i«i^. ]S^.V\«^%S!.\^'i•^i'SN«;^s^«JK=^ 
a cluster of saddles and bridles, the hits aW. iwi^Mi'^^^aAO^^K^K^'^^^^^^'55^^ 
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the din and confusion, and urginz on the excited animals, who thoroughly 
entered into the Ain, and with tails in the air, ears back, and heels ever and 
anon thrown playfully out, seemed about to overwhelm us. 

We stepped aside to shelter ourselves behind the trees from the furious onset ; 
but a shout from Fritz brought the whole herd to a sudden halt, and Jack 
spurred towards us. 

** Which of the cattle shall we saddle for you, Jenny P *' he shouted ; " they're 
all as gentle as lambs, and as active as cats. Every one has been ridden b> 
mother ; and knows what a side-saddle means, so you can't go wrong." 

To his great delight, Jenny quifjkly showed her appreciation of me merits of 
the steeds by picking out Dart, the fleetest and most spirited in the whole stud. 

The 03trich was then relieved of his unusual burden, the animals were 
speedily equipped, and Lightfoot bearing the baskets and hampers, the whole 
partv mountea and trotted forwards. Jenny was delighted witn her palfrey, 
and nenceforward he was reserved for her special use. 

The work at Falconhurst, as I had expected, occupied us for some time, and 
it was a week before we could again return to Rockburg. Tet the time passed 
pleasantly ; for though the young men were busy from morning to night, the 
presence of their new companion, her lively spirits and gay conversation, kept 
them in constant good humour. 

When the repairs were all finished we remained yet a day or two longer, that 
we might make excursions in various directions to bring in poultry from 
Woodlands, stores of acorns for the pigs, and grass, willows, and canes, to be 
manufactured during the winter into mats, baskets, hurdles, and hencoof^. 
^ Many a shower wetted us through during these days, and we had scarcely 
time to hurry back to Rockburg and house our cattle and possessions before the 
annual deluge begun. 

Never before had this dreary season seemed so short and pleasant ; with Jenny 
amongst us the usual feeling of weariness and discontent never appeared ; the 
English language was quickly acquired by all hands, Fritz, in particular, 
speaking it so well that Jenny declared she could scarcely believe he was not an 
Englishman. She herself alread]^ spoke French, and there^re easily learned 
our native language, and spoke it fluently before we were released from our 
captivity. 
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LI ANY wondrous tales were told or read in turn bv the boys and Jenny during 
the long evenings as we sat drawing, weaving, ana plaiting in our cosy study. 
In fact this winter was a truly happy time, and when at length the rain ceased 
and the bright sun again smiled upon tne face of nature, we could scarcely 
believe, as we stepped forth and once more felt the balmy breath of 
spring, that, for so many weeks, we had been prisoners within our rockv walls. 

All was once more activity and lite ; the duties in field, garden, ana orchard 
called forth the energy of the lads, whilst their mother and sLster found 
abundant occupation in the poultry-3rard and house. 

Our various settlements and stations required attention. Falconhurst. 

Woodlands, Prospect Hill, Shark and Whale Islands were in turn visited 

and set in order. The duty of attending to the island battery fell to Jack 

and Franz, 

They had been hM&y all day repairing the flag-staff, rehoisting the flag^ and 

waning and putting into working ordei t\ie two c^k&i. 
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Evening was drawing on and our day*8 work over ; the rest of us were 
strolling up and down upon the beach enjoying the cool sea breeze. We 
watched the lads as they completed their work. They loaded and ran out 
their guns, and, paddling off with an empty tub in the cajack. placed it out to 
sea as a mark for practice. They returned and fired, and the barrel flew 
in piecesi and then, with a shout of triumph, they cleaned the guns and ran 
them in. 

Scarcely had they done so when, as though in answer to their shots, came the 
sound of three guns booming across the water from the westward. 

We stopped, speechless. Was it fancy ? Had we really heard guns from a 
strange smpr Or had the boys a^^am fired? No! tnere were the lads 
leaping into their canoe and paddling m hot haste towards us. They, too, had 
heard the sound. 

A tumult of feelings rushed over us — anxiety, joy, hope, doubt, each in turn 
took possession of our minds. Was it a European Tessel close upon our shores, 
and were we about to be linked once more to civilized life ? Or did those sounds 
proceed from a Malay pirate, who would rob and murder us ? What was to bo 
the result of meeting with our fellow beings ; were they to be friends who 
would help us, enemies who would attack us, or would they prove unfortunate 
creatures in need of our assistance ? Who could tell ? 

Before we could express these thoughts in words the cajack had touched the 
shore, and Jack and Franz were among us. 

** Did you hear them ? Did you hear them ? " they gasped. " What shall we 
do ? Where shall we go ? " 

" Oh, Fritz," continued my youngest son, " it must be a European ship. We 
ahall find ber. We shall see our Fatherland once more," and, in an emotion of 
joyv he grasped his brother's bands. 

Till men I knew not what a craving for civilized life had been aroused in the 
two young men by the appearance of their European sister. 

All eyes were turned towards me. What would I advise ? 

"At present,** I said, "we can do nothing, for night is drawing on. We 
must make what preparation we can, and pray for guidance.'* 

In the greatest excitement we returned to the house, all talking eagerly, and 
till late no one could be persuaded to retire to rest. 

Few slept that night. The boys and I took it in turn to keep watch from the 
verandah, lest more signals might be fired, or a hostile visit might be paid us. 
But about midnight the wind began to rise, and before we reasseinbled to 
discuss our plans a fearful storm was ra^g ; so terrific was the sea that I 
knew no boat could live, and had a broadside been fired at the entrance of the 
Bay we should not have heard it through the howling of the blast. For two 
days and two nights the hurricane continued, but on the third day the sun again 
appeared, and, me wind lulling, the sea went rapidly down. Full of anxiety 
I readily complied with the boys* desire to put off to Shark Island and discharge 
the guns ; for who could tell what had been the result of the gale ; perhaps the 
Tessel had been driven upon the rocky shore, or, fearing such a fate, she had 
left the coast and weathered the storm out at sea ; if so she might never return. 

With these thoughts I accompanied Jack and Franz to the fort. One — ^two — 
we fired the guns and waited. 

For some minutes there was no reply, and then an answering report rolled in 
tile distance. There was no longer room for doubt; the strangers were still in 
(he vicinity, and were aware of our presence. We waved the flag as a signal 
to those on shore that all was well, and quickly returned. We found the whole 
fnnily in a state of the greatest excitement, and I felt it necessary to calm them 
down as much as possible, for neither could I answer the questions with which 
I was besieged, nor could I conceal the fact that the visit of the vessel might 
not prove so advantageous as they expected. 

Frits and I at once prepared to make a reconnoitre ; we armed ourselves 
with our guns, pistols, and cutlasses, took a spyglass, seated ourselves in the 
esjaok. and with a parting entreaty from the mother tA ^^<!a.\>XKnv^%^\»^^^<^ 
oat of the bay and round the high cliffs on ouiMt. "fioxiifiAxVi «a\.VviN& ^"^ 
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advanced ih the direction from which the reports of the gxms seemed to proceed. 
Nothing could we see, however, but the frowning rocks and cliffs, and the 
waved beating restlessly at their base. Cape Pug- Nose was reached, and we 
began to round the bluff' old point. In a moment all our doubts were dispelled, 
and jov and gratitude to the Great Giver of all good filled our hearts. There, 
in the little sheltered cove beyond the cape, her sails furled, and anchor dropped, 
lay a brig of war with the English colours at her mast-head. 

With the glass I could discern figures upon the deck, and upon the shore 
beyond seyeral tents pitched under the shelter of the trees, and the smoke of 
fires rising amongst them. As I handed the glass to Fritz, I felt, a sudden mis- 
giving. "What," said I to myself, ** can this English vessel be doing thus far 
from the usual track of ships ? " and I called to mind tales of mutinous crews 
who have risen against their oflScers, have chosen some such sheltered retreat 
as this ; have disguised the vessel, and then sailed forth to rob and plunder 
upon the high seas. 

Fritz then exclaimed : " I can see the captain, father, he is speaking to one 
of the officers, and I can see his face quite well ; he is English, 1 am certain he 
is English, and the ffag speaks the truth ! " and he put the glass again in my 
hand that I riiight see for myself. 

Still keeping under the shelter of the cliff, I carefully surveyed the vesseL 
There was no doubt that Fritz was right, and my fears were once more dis- 
pelled ; all was neatness and regularity on board ; the spotless decks, the 
burnished steel and brass, and the air of perfect order which pervaded both ship 
and camp, betokened that authority ana discipline there reigned. For some 
minutes longer we continued our examination of the scene, and then satisfied by 
the appearance of the camp on shore, that there was no chance of the brig 
quitting the coast for several days, we resolved to retmn without betraying our 
presence, for I was unwilling to appear before these strangers until we 
could do so in better form, and in a manner more in accordance wit^ our 
actual resources. 

We again landed at Rockburg, where our family awaited our arrival in eager 
expectation, and as fully as possible we told them of all we had seen. They 
thoroughly approved of our caution, and even Jenny, whose hopes had been 
excited to the highest pitch by our description of the English vessel, and who 
1 nged to meet her countrymen once more, agreed to postpone the visit until 
the following day, when, having put our yacht into good order, we might pay 
our respects to the captain, not as poor shipwrecked creatures begging assist- 
ance, but as lords and masters of the land, seeking to know for what purpose 
strangers were \'isiting the coast. 

The rest of the day was occupied in making our preparations. Our dainty 
little craft was made to look her very best ; her decks were scrubbed, her brass 
guns burnished, all lumber removed and put ashore, and the flag of England 
hoisted to her peak. Tlie mother overhauled our wardrobes, and the neatest 
uniforms were put ready for the boys and me, for though neither my wife nor 
Jenny had ever dreamed of appearing otherwise than they would have done, 
had they been at home amongst civilized people in Europe, yet we, accustomed 
daily to rough and often even dirty Mork, had adopted just tnat costume which 
best suited our comfort and inclination. We should indeed have surprised 
the smjirt man-o' -war's men, had we appeared in our great shapeless wide- 
brimmed hats, our linen coats and trousers, our broad leathern belts and hairy 
buskins; so we next day readily donned tlie more becoming costumes. 

At the break of that eventful mom, when we were destined once more to set 
our eyes upon our fellow men, arid to hear news of the outer world, from which 
for so many years we had been exiled, we assembled in our little breakfast- 
room. The meal was eaten hurriedly and almost in silence, for our hearts were 
too full, and our minds too busily occupied, to allow of any outward display of 
excitement. Fritz and Jack then sWpipeiSL qwv^Wni <i\i\, wvd presently returned 
from the garden with baskets of the choicesV, \\na\W\\v ivfe^«xv^l\wg«av\.^\^^^ 
^^d with these, as presents for the sttaTigeTa,^fe^civ\. a!aL\i^^jx^wfit>5vv.^e5s.. 
The anchor was weighed, the saUs set, wcvdi >N'\XXi:>5:fckfc twvwi wv \ci>9j ^\&\^afe 
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yessel, as though partaking of our hopes and joyous expectation, bounded 
merrily over the waters of Safety Bay, gave a wide berth to the Reef, against 
whose frowning rocks the sea still lashed itself to foam, and kept away for the 
Cove, where the English ship unconsciously awaited us. 

The Pugnosed Cape was reached, and to the surprise and utter amazement of 
the strangers, we rounded the point, and brought up within hail. Every eye on 
boai'd and on shore was turned towards us, every gmss was produced and fixed 
upon our motions ; for of all the strange sights which the gallant crew may have 
looked for, such an anomaly as a pleasure yacht, manned by such a party as 
ours, and cruising upon tins strange and inhospitable shore, was the furthest 
from their thoughts. 

Fritz and I stepped into our boat, and pulled for the brig. In another minute 
we were upon her deck. The captain, with the simple frankness of a Biitish 
seaman, welcomed us cordially, and having led us into his cabin, begged us to 
explain to what good fortune he owed a visit from residents upon a coast 
generally deemed uninhabited, or the abode of the fiercest savages. 

I gave him an outline of the history of the wreck, and of our sojourn upon 
these shores, and spoke to him, too, of Miss Montrose, and of the providential 
way in which we nad been the means of rescuing her from her lonely position. 

*' Then," said the gallant officer, rising and grasping Fritz by the hand, ** let 
me heartily thank you in my own name, and in that of Colonel Montrose ; for it 
was the hope of finding some trace of that brave girl that led me to thc?e shor^. 
The disappearance of the * Dorcas ' has been a terrible blow to the Colonel, and 
yet, though for three years no word of her or of any of those who sailed in her 
has reached England, he has never entirely abandoned all hope of again hearing 
of his daughter. I knew this, and a few weeits ago, when I was about to leave 
Sydney for the Cape, I found three men who declared themselves survivors of 
the * Dorcas,* and said that their boat, of four which left the wreck, was the 
only one which, to their knowledge, reached land in safety. From them I 
learned all particulars, and applying for permission to cruise in these latitudes, 
I sailed in the hopes of finding further traces of the unfortunate crew. My 
efibrts have been rewarded by unlooked-for success." 

Fritz replied most modestly to the praises which he received, and then the 
captain begged to be introduced to my wife and Miss Montrose. 

** And," he continued, ** if it be not contrary to your rules of discipline, for 
the whole ship's company to be absent at once, I will now send a boat for the 
remainder of your party. ' 

One of the officers was accordingly despatched to the yacht with a polite 
message, and the mother, Jenny, and the three boys were presently on board. 

Our kind host greeted them most warmly, and he and his officers vied with 
one another in doing us honour. They proved, indeed, most pleiusant enter- 
tainers, and the time passed rapidly away. At luncheon the captain told us 
that there had sailed with him from Sydney an invalid gentleman, Mr. "Wolston, 
his wife, and two daughters ; but that though the sea voyage had been recojn- 
mended on account of his liealth, yet it had not done Mr. Wolston m much 
good as had been anticipated, and he had suffered so greatly from the eftects of 
the storm which had driven the * Unicom * into the bSay for repairs, that he had 
been eager to rest for a short time on land. 

We were anxious to meet the 'family, and in the afternoon it was decided that 
we should pay them a visit. Tents had been pitched for their accommodation 
under the shady trees, and when we landed we found Mr. Wolston seated by 
one of them, enjoying the cool sea breeze. He and his family were delighted 
to see us, and so much did we enjoy their society, that evening found us still 
upon the shore. It was too late then to return to B^ckburg, and the captain 
kindly offfered tents for the accommodation of those who could not find room in 
the yacht. The boys spent the night on land. 

Tnat night I had a long and serious consultation with my wife, as to whether 
or not we really had any well-grounded reason fot mft\im^\ft\eXxwt^\.'i^ '^^ca^^t. 
It would be ebUdieh to undertake a voyage tYi\\\i«t woci'^V^ >ofe^vas» «scl sjf(g^x- 
tunity offered for doing so. 
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Neither knew to what decision the feelings of the other inclined ; each was 
afraid of expressing what might run counter to those feelings ; but gradually it 
began to appear that neither entertained any strong wish to leave the peaceful 
island ; ana finally we discovered that the real wish which lay at the bottom of 
both our hearts was to adopt New Switzerland as thenceforward our home. 

What can be more delightful than to find harmony of opinion in those we 
love, when a great and momentous decision has to be taken ? 

My dear mfe assured me that she desired nothing more earnestly than to 
spend the rest of her days in a place to which she had become so much attached, 
provided I, and at least two of ner sons, also wished to remain. 

From the other two she would willingly part, if they chose to return to 
Europe, with the understanding that they must endeavour to send out emigrants 
of a good class to join us, and form a prosperous colony, adding that she thought 
the island ought to continue to bear the name of our native country, even if 
inhabited in future time by colonists from England, as well as from Switzerland. 

1 heartily approved of this excellent idea, and we agreed to mention it, while 
consulting with Captain Littlestone on the subject of placing the island under 
theproteetiou of Great Britain. 

Then catne the question as to which of our sons were best suited to remain 
with us, and which to go away. 

This point we left undecided, thinking that in the course of a few days, they 
would probably make a choice of their own accord, which they did, even sooner 
than we anticipated. 

After breakfast, it was proposed that Captain Littlestone should bring his 
ahip round to Safety Bay, that we mijrht receive a visit from him and his party, 
at Kockburg — where we invited the invalid, Mr. Wolston, and his family, in 
hopes that his health might benefit by a comfortable residence on sbore. 

No sooner was this pUm adopted, than Fritz and Jack hurried off in tbe canoe 
to prepare for their reception, oeing followed in more leisurely style by the brig 
and our yacht. 

But what words can express the amazement of our guests, when, rounding the 
Bocky Cape at the entrance. Safety Bay, and the beautiful domain of Bockburg, 
lay before l^em. 

Still greater was their astonishment, as a salute of eleven guns boomed from 
the battery on Shark Island, where the royal standard of England was displayed 
and floated majestically on the morning breeze. 

A glow of surpiise and pleasure beamed on every countenance, and poor 
"Wolston*s spirits appeared to revive with the very idea of the peace and happi- 
ness to be enjoyed lu such a home. 

He was earned on shore with the utmost care and tenderness, and comfortably 
established in my room, a camp-bed for Mrs. Wolston being added to the fur- 
niture there, that she might be able conveniently to attend on her husband. 

Meantime the scene at the harbour and all round Rockburg was of the 
liveliest description ; meriiment and excitement prevailed in all directions, as 
the beauties and wonders of our residence were explored, so that a summons to 
dinner scarcely attracted notice. 

However, as a visit to Fakonhurst was projected, the company was at length 
induced to be seated, and to partake of our good cheer, but tne spirit of restless- 
ness soon returned, and the young people kept roaming about through our 
hitherto quiet lawns, avenues, and shrubberies, until I was ready to believe 
their number three times what it actually was. 

Towards evening the universal excitement began to abate, and the party 
assembled for supper with tolerable composure. 

Mr. Wolston was able to join us, as the rest he had enjoved, and the pleasure 

inspired by the hope of a residence among us^ seemed to have given him new 

life. This wish he now distinctly expressed in his own name, and in that of his 

wife; inquiring what our intentions were, and proposing, if agreeable tons, 

that they, with their eldest daughter. wYiow\ve«\uv,V\>k%\5Mi«wa was delicate, 

should make a long stay on the iaWd, N?\\VVeV)tL<6'^w33A\s«^Ma5gD&«t'««&t« 

^00 present to her brother at the Cape oi OooOLUove. 
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In tile event of his ultimately decidine to settle altogether among ns, Mr. 
Wolston would propK)6e that his son should leave the Cape, and join our colony. 

With sincere satisfaction I welcomed this proposal, saying that it was mj 
wish and that of my wife to remain for the rest of our days in Kew Switzerlana. 

** Hurrah for New Switzerland ! ** 

'* New Switzerland for ever ! " shouted the whole company enthusiastically, 
as they raised their glasses, and made them touch with a musical ring, which so 
expreedvel]^ denotes a joyful unanimity of sentiment. 

'^ Prosperity to New Switzerland: long may she flourish;'* echoed on all sides. 

" Long life and happiness to those who make New Switzerland their home I " 
added Ernest to my gre"^ surprise, leaning forward as he spoke, to ring his glass 
with mine, his mother's, and Mr. Wolston's, 

'* Won*t somebody T^-ish long life and proAperitv to those who go away ? " in« 
quired Jenny with a prett}' arch look. ** Much as 1 long to return to England and 
my father, my inclination will waver if all the cheers are for New Switzerland!" 

*^ Three cheers for England and Colonel Montrose," cried Fritz ; '* success and 
happiness to us who return to Europe ! " and while the vaulted roofs rang with 
the cheering elicited by this toast, a glance from Jenny showed him how much 
she thanked him for appreciating her wish to return to her fiEither, notwith« 
standing her attachment to our family. 

** Well," said I, when silence was restored, " since Fritz resolves to go to 
England, he must undertake for me the duty of bringing happiness to a mourn- 
ing father by restoring to him his dear daughter, whom I nave been ready to 
regard as my own, by right of finding her cast on the shores of my island. 

** Emei^t chooses to remain with mc. His mother and I rejoice heartily in 
this decision, and promise him all the highest scientific appointments in our 
power to bestow. 

" And now what is Jack's choice ? The only talent I can say he possesses is 
that of a comic actor, and to shine on the stage he must needs go to Europe.'* 

" Jack is not going to Europe, however," was his reply. " He means to stay 
here, and when Fritz is gone, he will be the best rider, and the best shot in 
New Switzerland, which is the summit of his ambition." 

" The fact is," he continued, laughing, " I rather stand in awe of their 
European schools, and should expect to find myself caught and clapped into one, 
if I ventured too near them." 

" A good school is exactly what I want," said Franz. " Among a number of 
students there is some emiuation and enthusiasm, and I shall have a chance of 
rising in the world. 

" Fritz will probablv return here some day ; but it might be well for one 
member of the family to go home with tine intention of remaining there 
altogether, and as I am the youngest, I could more casilv than the rest, adapt 
myself to a different life. My father, however, will decide for me." 

** You may go, my dear son," I replied ; ** and God bless all our plans and 
resolutions. The whole earth is the Lord's, and where, as in his sight, you lead 
good and useful lives, there is your home. 

^^ And now that I know your wishes, the only question is, whether Captain 
Littlestone will kindly enable you to carry them out ? " 

All eyes were fixed eagerly upon him, and after a moment's pause, the gallant 
ofiicer sjMke as follows: — 

*' I think my way in this matter is perfectly clear, and I consider that I have 
been providentially guided to be the means of once more placing this family in 
communication with their friends, and with the civilized world. 

** My orders were to search for a shipwreck^ crew. 

" Survivors from two wrecks have teen discovered. 

*' Three passengers express a wish to leave my ^p here, instead of at the 
Cape, while, at the same time, I am requested to give to three persons a passage 
to England. 

<* Could an3rthing suit better P I am most wilUng to undettakfi the charge ot 
those who may be committed to my care. 
** Every iircumstaixce has been wonderfuW^ oxtoodi vaU'^sikKi^ \i^%vi^^Vvs^ 
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Divine ProTidcnce, and if Engiand gains a prosperous and happy colony, it '^ 

grove a fitting clasp to this fcortunate chain of events. Three cheers for ^ 
ivltzorland." 

Deep emotion stirred every heart as the party separated for the night. ikCii 
felt that thej were suddenly standing on the threshold of a new life, while* 
myself a weight was rolled from my heart, and I thanked God that a diffioU^ 
was solved which, for 3rcars, had oppressed me with anxiety. 

After this nothing was thought of hut making preparations for the depari^^ 
of the dear ones bound for England. Captain Littleetone allowed as much ^i' 
as he could spare ; but it was necessarily i^ort, so that incessant movement 0- 
industry per^'aded the settlement for several days. 

Everything was provided and packed up that could in any way add i» o 
children's comfort on the voyage, or benefit them after their arrival in EngLtui 
and a large share of my possessions in pearls, coi-als, furs, spices, and oth 
valuables would enable them to take a good position in the world of commvroo 

I committed to their care private papers, money, and jewels which I knew 
have been the personal property of the captain of our ill-fated ship, deaiiii 
them to hand tticm oyer, if possible, to his ncirs. A short account of the wrecj 
with the names of the crew, a list of which I had found, was given to CapUU 
littlestone. His ship, The Unicorn, was nmply stored by us with fresh pr< 
visions, fish, vegetables, and fruit, for in our frratitude to him for his kincme^ 
and sympathy, we felt ready to oflfer every possible assistance. 

In a long conversation with my sons I solemnly charged them with the futu', 
responsibilities of their life, in all its varied aspects, of duty towards God, th*s * 
fellow men, and themselves, pointing out the temptations to which th**^ 
different characters were likely to expose them, and exhorting them aftectio^*" 
ately to hold fast to the faith m which they had been brought up. 

Fritz, having previously made known to me, what indeed was very evi^ 
the attachment between himself and Jenny, I advised him to mention it 
Colonel Montrose as soon as possible after being introduced to him, and ask 
his sanction to their engagement. I, on my part, gladly bestowing mine, as ^ 
his mother, who loved the sweet girl dearly, and heartily grieved to part yiM- 
her. ' ^ 

On the evening before our separation, I gave to Fritz the journal in wh^ 
ever since the shipwrook, I had rhronicled the events of our fife, desiring 
the story might be printed and published. 

** It was written, os you well know,*' said I, " for the instruction and amt»-> 
ment of my children, but it is very possible tliat it may be useful to other jol*- 
people, more especially to boys. ^ 

** Children are, on the whole, very much alike everywhere, and you four ^**^^, 
fairly represent multitudes, who are growing up in all directions. It will i».<V:^^^ 
me happy to think that my snuple narrative may lead some of the^e to obs0^^^ 
how blessed are the results of patient continuance in well-doing, what ben<5**_^ 
arise from the thoughtful application of knowledge and science, and how gr^^ ^^ 
and pleasant a thing it is when brethren dwell together in unity, under thi? ^^ 
of pcurental lore." 

Night has closed around me. 

For the last time my united family slumbers beneath my care. - 

To-morrow this cloaiug chapter of my journal will pass into the hands oftM'^y 

eldest son. 
From afar I greet thee, Europe ! 

I greet thee, dear old Switzerland ! •^ 

Like thee, may New Switzerland flouriih and prosper- good, happy, a.»**^ 

free] 
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